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FMFACE  TO  I1I£  S£COND  EDlXm 


The  re- publication  of  the  "  iiistor)  of  Gibraltar, 
after  the  book  had  loog  been  mthdrawn  froai  circu- 
latioii,  requires  a  few  words  of  explanation. 

It  wius  originally  brought  out  more  than  two  years 
ago,  and  met  with  a  success  (attributable  to  the  interest 
of  the  subject)  far  beyond  my  expectations.  Before* 
however,  it  had  been  in  circulation  more  than  a  few 
months  the  pubHshing  lirm  to  whom  the  book  had 
been  entrasted  became  involved  in  difficulties,  and 
their  stock  passed  into  possession  of  the  assignees. 

Thuse  who  have  had  the  smallest  experience  of 
the  mysteries  of  fiasinghall  Street  will  understand  the 
difficulties*  delays,  annoyances*  and  expenses  which 
ensue  before  their  propt  i  ty  can  be  recovered. 

At  length,  however,  through  the  kmd assistance  of 
my  present  publishers,  what  at  fiist  appeared  a  ^hope* 
less  task  has  ended  satisfiu^torily,  and  I  have  again 
ventured  to  put  the  book  before  the  public. 

Almost  simultaneously  with  the  pubUcation  of  the 
Snt  edition,  and  peihaps  in  some  degree  in  can- 
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sequence     opinions  which  I  had  myself  advanced, 

the  old  cjucstiou  was  revived — "  Shall  we  surrender 
Gibraltar  ?  " 

To  the  majority  the  proposition  appeared  a  mis- 
chievous absurdity,  but  there  were  not  a  few  who 
boldly  maintained  that  the  fortress  was  a  useless  en- 
cumbrance, involving  a  vast  outlay  of  money,  and 
offering  no  equivalent  advantage  to  the  State,  upon 
which  it  was  n  burden. 

The  principal  pul)lic  exponents  of  this  theory  were 
Mr  Goldwin  Smith,  Mr  Bright,  and  Mr  Gongreve. 

The  fonner  embodied  his  views  upon  the  subject  in 
a  letter  originally  published  in  the  Daili/  New9,  and 
since  reprinted  as  an  essay  in  the  Empire,  Mr 
Bright  on  more  than  one  occasion  expressed  his  dis- 
approbation of  our  policy  in  retaining  possession  of 
the  place. 

The  grounds  upon  which  their  arguments  are  baaed 

arc  almost  identical,  and  1  venture  to  think  they  arc 
similarly  fallacious. 

First,  they  say,  the  occupation  of  Qibraltar  is  of* 
fenstve  to  Spain,  and  that  a  completely  cordial  alliance 
with  that  country  is  impossible  so  long  as  we  retain  it. 
Secondly,  that  the  fortress  is  no  longer  the  key  of 
the  Mediterranean;  and  that  Malta  affords  all  the 
protection  our  fleets  and  interests  require  in  that  sea. 
And  thirdly,  that  by  i^taining  it  we  prevent  Spain 
from  granting  us  commercial  concessions  which  would 
be  of  «^reater  value  to  England  than  the  mere  posses- 
sion of  Gibraltar.  Of  these  objections  the  iirst  appears 
to  me  to  be  the  weakest. 
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At  the  conclusion  of  successful  wai-s,  all  the  great 
powers  of  i:^urope  have  at  one  time  or  another  an- 
nexed or  confiscated  portiooB  of  the  enemy's  posses- 
sions, either  as  an  indemnity  for  the  expenditure 
incurred  by  the  country,  or  in  order  to  secure  positions 
which  were  essential  to  the  naval  or  military  supremacy 
of  the  nation. 

The  loss  of  territory  is,  no  doubt,  a  natural  cause 
of  humiliation,  and  consequently  of  discontent,  to  the 
people  who  have  to  submit  to  it.  But  the  code  of 
European  political  morality  has  not  yet  reached  such 
perfection,  that  the  feelings,  pride,  or  sympathies 
of  nations  are  taken  into  consideration  when  treaties 
are  ^lictated  by  successful  powersi  and  it  is  simply 
absurd  to  suggest  that  England  should  be  called 
upon  to  surrender  one  of  her  most  important  de- 
pendencies^ which  she  hdds  by  right  of  conquest  and 
by  cession,  because  the  occupation  of  it  is  supposed 
to  be  a  source  of  otl'ence  to  the  nation  from  whom 
it  was  taken^  and  against  whom  it  has  been  held 
through  three  memorable  sieges. 

Moreover,  upon  this  point,  Spain  sets  us  a  poor 
example.  Ceuta  and  Mehlla  form  part  of  the  territory 
of  Morocco,  just  as  Gibraltar  is  part  of  Spain.  -The 
Moors  arc  a  proud  and  sensitive  people,  abhorring  the 
sight  of  foreigners  who  profess  a  religion  hateful  to 
them,  in  possession  of  part  of  their  coasts. 

Yet  Spain  not  only  occupies  three  diffimnt  military 
positions  in  Moixxjco,  but  she  makes  use  of  them  for 
the  purposes  of  aggression.  No  doubt  some  political 
economic  will  teU  us  that  the  Moors  are  a  barbarian 
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wee,  and  that  their  national  feelings  are  unworthy  of 
consideration.  Indeed,  Mr  Goldwin  Smith,  while 
deprecating  the  occupation  of  Gibraltar,  suggests  that 
we  might  effect  an  exchange  with  Spain  and  take  pos- 
session of  Ccuta.  Thus,  to  keep  what  we  won  fi-om 
a  nation  in  fair  fight  is  a  crime — to  rob  a  barbarian 
with  whom  we  are  at  peace,  a  merit. 

The  second  objection,  that  the  fortress  is  no  longer 
the  key  of  the  Mediterranean,  and  that  Malta  affords 
all  the  protection  our  fleets  require  in  that  sea,  is  open 
to  argument,  and  therefore  becomes  a  subject  of  its(  If, 
far  beyond  the  limits  of  a  preface ;  not  that  it  is  diih- 
cult  to  prove  that,  since  the  introduction  of  steam, 
Gibraltar  is  of  far  greater  importance  to  us  than  ever. 
It  commands  (not  in  the  limited  sense  of  a  line  of 
iire)  the  navigation  of  the  narrow  passage  into  the  in- 
land sea,  and,  with  the  exception  of  Algeciras,  it  is  the 
only  safe  harbour  from  the  Atlantic  to  Europa  Point. 
As  a  coaling  station  alone,  therefore,  it  is  invaluable, 
and  were  every  gun  devoted  to  the  defence  of  the 
place  as  a  coaling  harbour  in  time  of  war,  our  expend- 
iture would  be  justified. 

In  these  days  of  steam  fleets,  a  squadron  sailing 
from  Plymouth  to  the  Mediterranean  at  full  speed 
could  not  pass  the  Straits  without  a  fresh  supply  of 
coal.  In  the  event,  therefore,  of  necessity,  where 
could  we  supply  the  fleet  with  the  means  of  entering 
the  Mediterranean  and  engaging  an  enemy  ? 

Durmg  the  Crimean  war,  the  value  of  the  place  to 
a  maritime  power  was  forcibly  proved.  Without 
Gibraltar  the  vast  transport  service  of  England  must 
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have  broken  down,  for  it  was  here  that  her  hundreds 

of  steamers,  passing  and  re-passing  without  intermis- 
sion, were  supplied  with  fuel  with  the  utmost  expe- 
ditioD,  were  repaired  if  damaged^  and  victualled  if  in 
want  of  provisions. 

When  we  surrender  Gibraltar,  depend  upon  it  we 
shaU  resign  our  supranacy  in  the  Mediterranean.  It  is 
the  lock  of  the  entrance  into  a  vast  harbonr ;  cede  it, 
and  we  become  subservient  to  the  nation  which  holds 
the  key. 

Malta  is  a  formidable  fortress,  but  isolated  in  time 

of  war  its  position  would  be  precarious. 

Gibraltar,  on  the  contrary,  is  of  independent  value, 
and  were  Malta  taken  from  us  to-morrow,  the  import- 
ance of  the  Rock  as  a  naval  and  military  post  would 
not  be  affected. 

The  supposition  that  if  we  gave  back  Gibraltar, 
Spain  would  grant  us  commercial  concessions  of  vast 
iin[)ortance,  must  be  regarded  simply  as  an  idea  sug- 
gested by  the  advocates  of  surrender.  When  the 
question  was  agitated  in  the  press  of  Madrid  two 
years  ago,  very  little  was  said  of  concession  of  any 
kind,  and  the  fiscal  dogmas  oi  Spain  are  not  so 
easily  disturbed. 

Nor  indeed  does  it  appear  dear  that  the  most  liberal 
commercial  treaties  with  Spain  would  be  ecjuivalrnt 
even  to  the  partial  surrender  of  our  influence  and 
prestige  in  the  South,  or  for  the  loss  of  a  position  so 
admirably  adapted  to  the  protection  of  our  trade  with 
the  many  countries  beyond  or  on  the  borders  of  the 
Mediterranean. 
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Af^eiiig  us  I  do  with  the  Westminster  Reviewer,* 
1  cannot  do  better  than  conclude  in  Im  words : — 

We  hold  Gibraltar  by  right  of  conquest,  the  right 
which  secures  to  our  oomitiy  a  vast  majority  of  our 
possessions,  scattered  as  they  arc  all  over  the  world ; 
and,  moreover,  a  right  which»  in  the  present  condi- 
tion of  mankind,  it  would  be  neither  wise  nor  safe  to 
abandon.  The  possessor  of  Gibraltar  must  be  the 
guardian  of  the  Mediterranean  ;  and  Great  Britain 
would  indeed  be  unmindful  of  her  duty  to  herself  and 
to  Europe  were  she  to  give  up  so  important  a  station 
to  a  weak  State." 

Freobric  Satbr.  . 

Mareh^  1865. 

•  JFefiMiiM/tfriimfyicr,  Article ''Gibraltar.*'   Julj,  1862. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

Gibraltar  was  known  to  the  ancients  UvS  Monn 
Calpe,  one  of  the  Pillars  of  Hercules.  Ptolemy  first 
detemiined  its  latitude,  and  the  correctness  of  his 
calculation  is  corroborated  by  the  observations  oi  the 
present  day.  The  conspienons  form  and  isolated  posi- 
tion of  this  rock}  piuHiontory,  which  stands  like 
Nature's  monument  with  all  its  rugged  steeps  at  the 
entrance  to  the  Mediterranean  Sea,  made  its  name 
familiar  to  ancient  navigators,  and  we  find  the  llock 
referred  to  and  described  by  both  Greek  and  Roman 
w  riters.  Pomponius  Mek,  who,  having  been  born  at 
Tangier,  had  opportunities  of  becoming  acquainted 
with  rcmark.'ible  ])laces  in  the  vicinity,  pivcs  a  more 
than  superficial  account  of  the  wonders  of  the 

mountain,  its  caves  and  predpices.   Stmbo,  too,  has 
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sketched  its  ctmous  fonii  aiid  structure.  Ptolemy 
refers  to  it  as  the  eolumn  of  the  inner  sen."  Is'one 
of  these  writers  mention  that  Calpe  was  occupied  by 
any  town  or  settlcnicnt  during  their  times,  nnd  little 
doubt  exists  that  the  Bock  was  not  inhabited  until 
the  Mohammedan  inva^sioii.  It  was  nut  until  then 
that  Gibraltar  first  occupied  a  place  in  the  histoiy  of 
the  world. 

On  this  ilock  the  first  footsteps  of  the  great 
Moslem  host  were  planted;  it  was  from  here  that 
streamed  the  inighty  aniiics  wliich  crushed  a  power- 
ful monarchy,  and  established  an  inhdel  dynasty  in 
Spain  for  upwards  of  800  years;  and  it  was  from 
here,  when  the  might  of  Christiuu  arms  had  again 
revived,  that  the  last  remnant  of  a  once  glorious 
empire  took  flight  for  the  shores  of  Barbary. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  bth  century,  the  western 
provinces  of  Africa,  which  had  succumbed  to  the 
successful  arms  of  the  Saracens,  were  ruled  over  by 
a  celebrated  chief,  the  Walt  Ibn  Nosseyr. 

With  the  exception  of  Ceuta,  which  still  remained 
attached  to  Spain,  under  the  government  of  Count 
Ilyan,  a  Christian  knight,  all  the  ports  along  the 
northern  coast  were  in  the  hands  of  the  Waii ;  and  a 
garrison  of  10,000  men,  Arabs  and  Egyptians,  oom^ 
mniuled  i)y  Taric  Ibn  Zcyad  cl  Nefici,  was  maintained 
at  Tangier. 

Spain,  then  under  the  sway  of  the  Visigoths,  was 
ruled  over  by  Roderic,  who  on  the  dcposiuou  of 
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Wittisa  had  usurped  the  crown.   The  histoiy  of  the 

invasion  of  Spain  by  the  Saracens  and  the  subsequent 
catastrophes  to  the  Christians,  resulting  in  the  over- 
throw of  the  Gothic  dynasty  and  the  establishment  of 
the  jMoorish  dominion,  is  wrapt  in  the  mist  of  fable. 
To  accept  as  true  the  romantic  narratives  of  the. 
Arabians  or  tu  trust  to  the  traditions  of  tlie  Christians, 
would  be  equally  fallacious. 

Repudiating  as  fabulous  the  tale  of  the  violation  of 
Count  Ilyan's  daughter,*  we  may  conclude  that  the 
cupidity  and  restless  ambition  of  the  chieftain  Musa 
Ibn  Nosseyr,  enc(iuiagcd  by  discontented  truiiors 
who  desired  the  fall  of  Kodehc,  were  the  causes  which 
led  to  the  expedition  that  overran  Spain,  and  eventu* 
ally  crushed  one  of  the  most  powerful  mouarcliies  of 
the  world.  That  Ilyanf  was  a  traitor  to  his  country, 
and  aided  ^lusa  in  the  accomplishment  of  Ids  scheme, 
admits  of  little  doubt ;  the  Count,  who  is  referred  to  in 
every  narrative  of  the  Mohammedan  conquest,  whether 
of  Arabian  or  European  origin,  is  said  to  have  been  a 
descendant  of  the  Roman  people,  who  at  one  time 

•  Called  JijiAQ  in  the  Spaii  isli  Histories.  Soc  Cxayanf^oajVol.  i. 

A  traditional  tale  is  told  that  Boderic  having  gained 
of  Count  Hysn's  daughter  by  violence,  the  &ther, 
goaded  by  revenge,  planned  the  invasion  of  Spain  and  the 
destruction  of  the  ViBigotfaic  throne. 

t  Ilyan  was  a  deputy  the  Court  of  Toledo^  and  was 
mtnuted  with  the  government  of  Ceuia,  from  whence  he  had 
every  opportunity  of  conapuing  with  the  Moors.— Ghiyangos, 
vol.  i.  p.  589.  Some  hiatoriana  make  him  a  Goth  and  relative 
of  Boderic,  others  a  Greek,  and  some  an  independent  prince. 
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possessed  most  of  the  fortified  towns  and  ports  on  the 
northern  coasts  of  Africa. 

Aware  of  the  incliimtions  uf  Musa  and  his  ambition 
to  conquer  the  fertile  coasts  that  lay  beyond  the 
narrow  sea,  Ilyan  sought  an  interview  with  the  Wali, 
and  represented  in  rapturous  strains  the  glories  and 
the  riches  of  the  fruitful  land,  the  few  miles  that 
spanned  the  intcr\'euing  water,  and  the  facility  for  a 
successful  invasion.  To  use  the  words  of  the  Arabian 
historian,* — "  He  described  Andalus  (Spain)  as  an 
extensive  kingdom,  tilled  with  treasures  of  all  kinds, 
whose  inhabitants  would  make  handsome  slaves,  a 
country  abouniUng  in  springs,  gardens,  nvcrs,  and  a 
land  yielding  every  description  of  fruits  and  plants/' 

Musa,  secretly  captivated  by  these  alluremenis, 
was  too  j)ru(lent  to  acquiesce  until  he  had  more  cer- 
tain proofs  of  the  sincerity  of  llyan's  intentions  and  the 
reality  of  his  descriptions.  With  the  object,  therefore, 
of  testing  his  honesty,  he  proposed  that  the  Count 
should  first  make  an  incursion  into  the  opposite 
country,  at  the  head  of  his  own  troop^s.  To  this 
Ilyan  willingly  assented,  and  collecting  a  few  men  he 
crossed  the  straits  in  two  vessels,  and  landed  at 
Jezirah-al-Khadra,  Algeciras,  from  whence,  after  ra- 
vaging the  coasts,  he  returned  laden  with  spoil  on  the 
following  day.  Iiuniediately  the  success  of  this  expe- 
dition was  made  known,  Musa  wrote  to  the  Khaiif 
entreating  his  pennission  to  undertake  the  invasion 

•Al-Mftkkari.  OsyangOB. 
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of  Andalus.  The  Khalif^  however,  was  not  yet  con- 
vinced of  the  prudence  of  the  undertaking,  and 
repUed  to  JVlusa  in  the  following  words ;  "  liet  the 
country  be  first  explored  by  light  troops,  to  overrun 
it,  aud  bring  the  news  of  what  it  contains.  Be  pru- 
dent, and  do  not  allow  the  Moslems  to  be  lost  in  an 
ocean  of  dangers  and  horrors." 

To  which  Musa  answered :  "  It  is  not  an  ocean, 
but  only  a  narrow  channel,  whose  shores  are  every- 
where distinct  to  the  eye." 

"  Never  mind/'  repUed  the  Khalif,  even  if  it  be 
80,  let  the  country  be  first  explored." 

In  order  to  carry  out  the  instructions  of  the 
Khalif,  Al-Wahd,  Musa  prepared  an  expedition  of  400 
foot  and  lOU  horse  under  command  of  Tarif-abu- 
Zarah,  a  freed  man  and  a  Berber.* 

The  number  of  men  composing  this  expedition  is 
differently  stated  by  the  various  chroniclers,  some 
writing  500,  as  above;  and  others  1000,  and  even 
more.  In  September,  a.  d.  710,  Tarif  set  sail  with 
his  followers,  and  landed  on  the  opposite  coast  at  a 
spot  which  has  ever  since  borne  his  name, — Tarifa. 

From  thence  he  ravaged  the  country,  pillaging 
and  murdering  the  inhabitants*   Having  collected  a 

*  ( )  lyriTif^oa  5?aTS,  toI.  i*.  page  517,  note  7  :  "  Tarif-abu-Zarah 
has  ol'teii  been  confounded  with  Tarik-Ibn-Zcyad  by  Christian 
hiAtoriaiia,  notwithstanduig  their  being  two  distinct  individuals, 
and  their  having  invaded  Spain  at  different  times.  The  aimi- 
kritj  of  their  names  led,  no  doubt,  to  the  mistake.*' 
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mass  of  fipoil,  including  numeroiis  women,  he  retunied 
to  Ainca  and  reported  his  success  to  Musa. 

The  Emir,  no  longer  doubtful  of  the  riohea  to  be 
(ibtained  froiu  xVndalus,  and  perceiving  that  success 
had  attended  both  the  expeditions,  again  wrote  to  the 
Khalif  for  permission  to  attempt  the  conquest  of  the 
territory.  This  time  the  jhiialif  did  not  withhold  his 
consent,  and  preparations  were  immediately  com- 
menceU  for  the  invasion. 

A  fleet  was  collected  at  Geuta*  for  the  transport  of 
the  army  ;  Count  Hyan  providing  many  of  the  vessels. 

The  command  of  the  expedition  was  intrusted  to 
Tarik-IbQ-Zeyad,t  a  native  of  Persia,  and  a  freed- 
man  of  Musa-Ibn-Nosseyr.  The  aiiny  consisted  of 
7000  men,  prineipally  Berbers  and  slaves,  veiy  few 
being  genuine  Arabs. 

iilveiythuig  being  prepared,  the  expedition  crossed 
the  straits  from  Geata  and  landed,  April  SOth,  711, 
at  the  foot  of  a  mountain  opposite  to  Ceuta,  which 
thenceforward  received  the  name  of  Gebal-Tarik,  or 
the  Mountain  of  Tank.}    It  is  certain  that  the  first 

•  Some  Ray  Tantrier,  but  this  is  obviuuiiij  an  error. 
+  The  orii^iii  ot"  thw  man  is  ()l)scurc. 

J  In  Gayaugoa*  translation  of  the  narrative  of  Al-Makkari 
there  ia  the  following  description  of  Gibraltar.  "  Another  of 
the  d^trictB  which  acknowledges  the  juriadiction  of  Seville  is 
that  of  Gebsl-Tarik,  which  ttajiids  as  a  lasting  testimonisl  of 
the  ocmqiiflst  of  Andalus  (Spam)  by  the  Moslenia>  This  mouii* 
tain  was  odled  after  Tsrik,  fireedman  of  liusa-Ibn-Nosseyr, 
who  was  the  first  Moslem  who  landed  upon  it ;  it  is  also  caUed 
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incursion  into  Spain  was  made  by  Ilyan,  who  land- 
ed  at  Algcciras  for  a  few  hours.   The  second  by 
Tarif,  who  landed  at  the  present  Tarifa.    The  third 
and  final  one  by  the  expedition  under  Tarik^  who 
disembarked  at  Oibialtar. 

Some  authors  assert  that  Tank  did  not  land  at 
Gibraltar,  but  at  Algeciras ;  quoting,  in  support  of 
their  argument,  passages  from  Arabian  writers,  iii 
which  an  expedition  is  described  as  disembarking  on 
Al-Jezirah. 

Qebfllu^h-Fstdi  (tbe  maimtain  of  tBe  entnuice  or  Tictory). 
Tbe  Boa  snrroundB  the  iDOuntain  of  Oihraltar  on  almost  every 
■ide,  80  as  to  make  it  look  like  a  watch-tower  erected  in  the 
midst  of  the  Bea»  and  hcing  Algeciras.**  A  certain  Gbanadian 

poet  alludes  to  Gibraltar  in  the  following  distich  : 

"  The  mountain  of  Tarik  ia  lilte  a  beacon  spreading  its  rays 
over  the  seas,  and  rising  far  above  the  neiglibouring  moun- 
tains. One  ^^  iHild  say  tliat  ita  face  almost  reachea  tlic  sky,  aud 
that  its  eyes  arc  watching  the  bUus  in  the  celestial  tracts." 

And  this  is  by  no  means  exaggerated,  for  when  travellers 
approach  it  coming  £:om  Ceuta,  they  see  it  at  a  distance  shining 
as  bright  as  a  lamp.  "  I  sailed  once,"  says  Abu-I-Hasan  Ibn 
Mttsa  Ibn  Said,  '^with  my  father  from  Ceuta  to  Gibraltar, 
and  had  an  opportunity  of  verifying  the  truth  of  this  assertion. 
When  we  came  near  the  coast  my  &tlier  told  me  to  look  in 
the  direction  of  Gibraltar ;  I  did  so,  and  saw  the  whole  moun- 
tain shining  as  if  it  were  on  fire.** 

In  an  Arabic  HS.  entitled  the  ^  Book  of  sufficiency  on  the 
History  of  the  Khalifs,"  translated  by  Gayangos,  there  occurs 
the  following  all  union  to  thu  landing  of  Tarik  : 

"Before  Tarik  left  Africa  a  lari^e  number  of  volunteers 
f!ocke<l  under  liia  bannen?.  He  first  went  tu  Ceuta,  and  having 
enibarked  in  vessels  he  cast  anchor  close  to  a  mountain,  whidi 
received  hia  name,  and  was  ever  since  called  Gebal-Tarik." 
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These  writers  could  not  have  been  aware  that  AI- 

Jczirah  translated  signifies  ''an  island/'  or  piece  of 
land  surrounded  on  three  sides  by  water ;  and  that 
the  term  is  constantly  applied  to  the  whole  of  Spain, 
and  is  even  used  when  describing  Tarifa.  The  mo- 
dem Algeciras  is  always  referred  to  by  the  Arabian 
chroniclers  as  Jezirali-al-Khadra — the  Green  Island.* 

The  detailed  accounts  of  the  invasion  in  the  Arabian 
chronicles  are  very  various  and  contradictory,  though 
there  is  a  similarity  in  the  description  of  the  main 
and  most  important  features. 

The  following  is  an  account  selected  from  Gazan- 
gos'  translation  of  an  Arabic  Chronicle : 

"Musa  sent  for  his  freedmaii  iaiik-ihn-Zcvad, 
and  gave  him  the  command  of  12»000  men,  Ajrabs 
and  Berbers.  He  then  commanded  him  to  cross  the 
straits  and  invade  Andalus,  bidding  llyan  also  ac- 
company the  expedition  with  his  own  troops.  Before 
Tank  left  Africa  a  great  number  of  volunteers  liuckcd 
under  his  banners;  he  first  went  to  Ceuta,  and  having 
embarked  in  vessels  be  cast  anchor  close  to  a  moun- 
tain, which  received  his  name,  and  was  ever  since  called 
Gebal-Tarik,  the  mountain  of  Tarik.  This  event  took 
jjlace  in  the  year  93  of  the  Hegira. 

*  No  doubt  exists  that  Gibraltar  derives  ita  name  from  a 
cormption  of  Gebal-Taric;  nevertheleas  some  autbon  bold  • 

different  opinion.  TbiM,  Montero,  Hint,  do  Gibraltar,  pace  87, 
trnrrs  tlie  oriirin  of  tlic  u:\mr  to  the  two  Arabic  woi'drf  Gtlal-al 
ur  a/i,  wLich  ^iguifies  a  iuft^  uiuuutaicu 
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When  Tank  was  about  to  land  be  found  some  of 
the  Riim*  posted  on  a  commodious  part  of  the  coast 
where  he  had  intended  to  disembark,  who  made  some 
show  of  resistance.  But  Tank,  giving  up  that  spot, 
sailed  off  from  it  at  night  and  ^vcllt  towanis  another  part 
of  the  coast,  which  he  contrived  to  render  flat  by  means 
of  the  oars  and  by  throwing  over  them  the  sad^lles  of 
the  horses ;  and  iu  this  way  he  managed  to  eticct  a 
landing  unobserved  by  the  enemy,  and  before  tliey 
were  aware  of  it."f 

Tarik  had  no  sooner  landed  his  army  in  safety 
than  he  advanced  towards  the  interior,  pillaging  and 
ravaging  as  he  went  along.  Theodoinir,  a  chief  of 
the  Goths,  was  at  this  time  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Gebal-Tarik  with  a  tolerable  force,  and  he  speedily 
Jbecame  engaged  in  a  series  of  encounters  with  the 
Moors,  but  with  no  success. 

Tarik  continued  to  advance,  having,  it  is  related, 
burnt  his  ships  in  order  to  invest  his  men  with  the 
courage  of  desperation.  "  He  thus,"  says  tlie  Arabian 
chronicler,  addressed  his  army,  as  he  led  them 
Ugainst  the  Christian  host :  *  Whither  can  you  fly?  the 
jeneniy  is  in  your  front,  the  sea  at  your  back.  By 
Allah  i  there  is  no  salvation  for  you  but  in  your 
courage  and  perseverance.  Consider  your  situation, — 

•  The  original  aignification  of  tlus  word  is  **  Bomans,'*  but 
at  was  UBed  generally  by  the  Arabs  when  speaking  of  the 
Jnhabitaats  of  Spain. 

t  Gajangos,  vol.  il.  p.  47. 
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here  you  are  on  this  islaud  like  so  many  orphans  cast 
upon  the  world.  Yoa  will  soon  be  met  by  a  powerful 
enemy  sunoiiuduig  you  on  all  sides  Uke  the  infuriated 
billows  of  a  tempestuous  sea»  and  sending  against  yoa 
his  powerful  warriors  drowned  in  steel.  What  can 
you  oppose  to  themr*  You  have  no  other  weapons 
bat  your  swords,  no  provisions  but  those  that  you 
may  snatch  from  the  hands  of  our  enemies  ;  . . . .  do 
not  think  that  I  impose  upon  you  a  task  from  which 
I  shrink  myself,  or  that  I  try  to  conceal  from  you 
the  dangers  attending  this  our  expedition  ;  but  know 
that  if  you  only  suffer  for  awhile  you  will  reap  in  the 
end  an  abundant  harv  est  of  pleasures  and  enjoyments. '  '* 

Theodomir,  defeated  and  disheartened,  retreated 
towards  Seville,  intending  to  form  a  junction  with  the 
main  army.  At  the  time  of  Tank's  landing,  Roderic, 
king  of  the  Goths,  was  in  the  north  of  Spain,  queUing 
an  insurrection  in  the  Basque  provinces.  Immediately 
the  news  of  the  invasion  reached  him,  he  hastened 
southward  with  a  powerful  army  of  60,000  men. 
Halting  for  a  short  time  at  Cordova  to  complete  his 
preparations,  he  advanced  to  meet  the  Moorish  force, 
which  had  already  reached  the  neighbourhood  of  Xeres. 

On  the  19th  July,  a.  d.  711,  the  two  armies  came 
in  sight  of  each  other  on  the  banks  of  the  Goadalete 
near  Medina  Sidonia.* 

*  Cbyangos  giie>  mple  reasoao  for  his  Assertion  that  thii 
bftttle  WM  fought  near  the  sea,  not  far  from  MediaA  Sidonia, 
and  not,  as  geneiaUy  sappoied,  in  the  plain  of  Xeresu 
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At  dawn  of  day  both  chie&  prepaied  for  battle. 

King  Rodcric  came  in  the  midst  of  his  troops  borne 
on  a  litter,  covered  with  a  canopy  to  protect  him 
from  the  rays  of  the  sun,  and  sunonnded  by  waniors 
cased  in  steel  with  fluttering  pennons.* 

The  Moorish  aoldien  we  diffeiently  amqred; 
their  breasts  were  covered  with  armour  of  mail,  they 
wore  white  turbans  on  their  heads,  the  Arabian 
long-bow  slung  across  thm  shoulders^  their  swords 
suspended  to  their  girdles,  aud  their  long  speara 
grasped  in  their  hands. 

It  is  related  that  previous  to  the  fight  commencing, 
Rodenc,  anxious  to  obtain  information  of  the  strength 
and  Gharecter  of  the  invadeis,  sent  one  of  his  men  aa 
a  spy  ou  some  pretence  to  the  Moorish  camp.  The 
man  did  as  he  was  commanded,  reached  the  mmj's 
fines  in  safefy,  and  was  taken  before  Tank.  That 
artful  diief,  comprehending  the  object  of  the  Chnatian's 
visit,  resolved  upon  a  device  to  strike  terror  into 
the  muii*s  heart,  and  to  spread  fear  through  Roderic'a 
army.  He  ordered  the  flesh  of  the  slain  to  be  cut  up 
pieoe-meal  in  the  man's  presence,  and  to  be  cooked  as 
if  for  food.  The  dead  bodies  were  dissected,  and  the 
flesh  cooked  in  large  eauldions,  the  whole  operatioQ 
being  witnessed  by  the  terri£ed  Christiun.  In  the  mean 

•  AU  the  ArabiaB  chronicles  agree  that  Kcxleric  was  carried 
on  a  throne  or  Htter.  Some  add  that  it  was  dimwn  bj  mules ; 
and  others  minutely  describe  the  msgilificence  of  the  king's 
diesa  and  the  jewela  that  he  wose^ 
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time  the  wholesome  meat  of  sheep  and  oxen  bad  been 
secretly  prepared  in  another  part  of  thecanip,  which  was 
privilj  substituted  for  the  hmuan  stew.  The  uniortun- 
ate  messenger  was  compelled  to  partake  of  the  meal» 
and  doubted  not  that  he  had  fed  upon  human  flesh. 
On  the  first  opportunity  he  returned  to  his  master,  and 
told  his  tale  of  horror,  to  the  consternation  of  Roderic 
and  his  army.* 

.  The  engagement  conunenced  soon  after  daybreak, 

and  was  continued  without  any  decided  advantage  on 
either  side  till  nightfall.  Next  morning  the  action 
was  renewed,  and  lasted  with  miabated  fury  till  the 
seventh  day,  when  the  Christians  gave  way,  fled 
in  disorder,  and  were  pursued  without  mercy  by  the 
relentless  Mooi*s. 

Roderic  disappeared  in  the  midst  of  the  battle,  and 
nothing  was  afterwards  heard  of  him.  It  is  said  that 
his  horse,  a  milk-white  steed,  beamig  a  saddle  of 
gold  sparkling  with  rubies,  was  found  plunged  in  the 
mud  of  the  river,  leaving  it  to  bo  inferred  that  the 
rider  had  perished  in  the  stream.  The  spoU  when 
collected  was  inmiense,  and  was  divided  by  Tank's 
orders  into  five  portions,  one  of  which  he  retained, 
and  distributed  the  rest  among  his  followers. 

"\Viiii  thi.^  protracted  and  l)loo(ly  struggle  ended 
the  dynasty  of  the  Goths,  and  for  800  years  Chris- 
tian power  in  Spain.   Taiik,  flushed  wtih  victory  and 

*  Gsyangoa,  toL  i.  p.  49. 
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success,  ia{)idly  oveiran  the  countTy,  and  penetrated 
to  Toledo  the  capital,  which  he  captured  and  sacked. 

City  after  city  surrendered  to  him,  and  ere  the  year 
had  closed  the  Moorish  dynasty  was  established.* 

Parsing  over  a  long  period  of  years,  during  which 
we  have  no  authentic  history  of  the  events  that  occutt 
red  at  Gcbal-Taiik,  or  in  its  neighbourliood,  though  wo 
know  that  the  adjacent  provinces  were  the  scenes  of  • 
constant  strife  and  commotion,  we  find  Gibraltar  in 
1 080  in  possession  of  Yusef  ben  Taxfin,  a  Caliph  of 
the  AlmoravideSsf 

Unable  to  cope  with  the  ovcrwlielming  forces 
brought  against  them  by  Alfonso  of  Castile,  the  Spanish 
Moors  in  an  evil  hour  had  implored  aid  from  Africa. 
Yusef,  who  at  that  time  commanded  the  Moslem 
troops  in  Africa,  was  then  occupied  with  the  siege  of 
Ccuta.  This  chief  no  sooner  received  the  invita- 
tion than,  perceiving  the  advantage  to  be  gained,  he 
pushed  across  the  straits  with  a  powerful  army,  and 
advanced  to  tlie  assistance  of  his  brethren.t 

♦  The  account  of  the  Moorish  expeditions  into  Spain  is  vari- 
ously pjivcn  by  difierent  aia  liors.  Ayalfi,  Hist,  of  ( i ihraltar,  page 
3,  confounds  Tarik  with  Tarif,  and  transfers  to  the  latter  the 
glory  ot"  the  coinim  r  ts.  roTidt-  Tnnkeii  Tarik  command  both 
expeditious.    Lafuente  is  more  correct.  f  Coiule. 

}  Gayangos,  p.  278,  v.  ii.  The  Arabian  chroniclers  relate 
that  Al-mu-Tamed,  the  chief  of  the  Spanish  Moors,  was  re* 
peatedl/  warned  of  his  error  in  asking  aid  ^m  Africa.  Said 
one  propbet,  *'  A  kingdom  without  heirs,  and  one  long  sword^ 
do  not  find  room  in  the  same  scabbard.*'  To  tbis  Al-mu-Tamed 
leplied,    Better  be  a  camel- driver  tban  a  driver  of  pigs,*' 
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Alfonso,  who  waa  then  in  the  territory  of  Badajoz, 

had  taken  up  a  position  with  an  immense  army,  of 
which  more  than  80|000  were  cavaliy,  at  Zaiacca, 
about  four  leagues  from  the  city  of  Badajos.  Here 
he  wns  met  bv  the  Moorish  host  under  lusof  and 
the  King  of  Seville.  A  bloody  encounter  ensued 
between  the  two  fucs,  which  ended  in  the  rout  of  the 
Christians  and  the  destruction  of  their  army.  The 
slaughter  was  enormous.  35,000  men  of  Alfonso's 
force  were  killed,  and  their  heads  having  been  col- 
lected, piles  were  heaped  up  with  them,  over-topping 
the  longest  lances,  and  resemblinpr  lofty  towers.* 

This  battle  utterly  destroyed  the  little  remaining 
power  of  the  Christians. 

It  was  after  this  event  that  Yusef  s  real  intentions 
became  devebped.  He  was  not  slow  to  perceive  the 
wciikncss  and  imbecility  of  the  Spanisli  Moors,  and 
he  resolved  to  wrest  from  them  the  glorious  country 
they  possessed. 

For  a  time  hi^  deeply-laid  designs  were  not  fully 
matured.  He  returned  to  Africa,  and  being  for  a 
third  lime  called  into  Spain  to  a>sist  in  iho  Sacred 
War,  he  landed  at  Algeciras,  and,  throwing  off  the 
mask,  avowed  his  intention  to  conquer  the  country. 

He  advanced  with  a  powerful  army.  Tarifa,  Gib- 
raltar, Algeciras,  surrendered  themselves  to  his  victo* 

meaning  that  he  wonW  TSther  be  Tusef «  priionCT  find  giiiipd 
hifl  caiuols  in  the  desert,  thau  hccome  the  captive  of  AUuuso 
and  feed  his  ^wine  in  Castile.  *  Coodu. 
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nous  tioops*  Granada  and  Seville  were  taken  after 
m  severe  struggle^  and  Badajoz  and  Zaragoza  shortly 
after  submitted. 

Bat  the  Spanish  Mohammedans  did  not  rest  tamely 
under  the  oppression  oi  the  usurper.  Asseinbljug  all 
the  forces  they  ooald  muster,  they  marched  against 
Algeciras  and  re^took  it,  and  afterwards  hiid  siege  to 
Gibraltar  with  success. 

For  many  subsequent  years  no  events  of  import* 
•Dce  took  place  at  Gibraltar,  but  la  1309  the  llock 
was  for  the  first  time  exposed  to  a  regular  siege. 
Daring  the  reign  of  Mohammed  IIL  Algedras  was 
attacked  by  Ferdmand  IV.  King  of  Castile ;  but 
every  effort  to  reduoe  this  place  proved  abortive  in 
consequcDoc  of  the  facilities  a  i lorded  by  Gibraltar 
for  soooooring  and  reheving  the  garrison*  Unable 
to  interrupt  the  communication  with  the  Bock  by 
sea,  Terdinand  became  aware  that  success  before 
Algedras  was  impossible  as  long  as  the  Moors  held 
possession  of  Gibraltar.  He  resolved,  therefore,  to 
dislodge  them ;  and  abandoning  for  a  time  active 
operations  against  the  stubborn  walls  of  Algeciras,  he 
directed  a  large  portion  of  his  anuy  under  commoud 
of  Alonxo  Peres  de  Guzman  (el  Bueno)  against  the 
defences  of  tlie  Rock. 

The  garrison  at  the  time  did  not  exceed  1200  men, 
who,  although  unable  to  stand  against  the  overwhelm- 
ing forces  sent  against  them,  fought  with  the  greatest 
galhnitiy  and  determination.  The  attack  was  directed 
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principally  upon  two  points,  the  north  front  and  the 
heights  above  the  castle, — ^the  Archbishop  of  Seville 
and  Don  Juan  de  Nunez  cuiauiandiug  the  assaulting 
divisions. 

The  courage  of  the  besieged  protracted  the  oper-^ 
ations  tor  a  considerable  time,  but  at  length,  atter 
many  sanguinary  engagements,  the  garrison  surren* 
dered.  Impressed  with  the  \aiuc  of  the  prize,  and 
believing  that,  in  a  strategical  point  of  view  at 
least,  Gibraltar  was  of  infinitely  greater  consequence 
than  Algeciras,  Ferdinnnd  consented  to  abandon  the 
siege  of  the  latter  city  on  consideration  of  the 
restoration  to  his  tloniinions  of  Quesada,  Quadros, 
and  Belmar,  together  with  an  indemnity  of  5000 
gold  pistoles. 

Turning  his  attention  to  (jibndtar,  be  conmienced 
to  repair  the  damaged  fortifications,  to  construct  new 
defences,  and  to  arrange  the  government.  One  of 
his  most  trusted  officers,  Alonso  de  Mendoza,  was 
appointed  governor ;  and  with  the  object  of 
securing  a  numerous  Christian  population,  and  as 
rapidly  as  possible,  the  King  issued  proclamations 
granting  special  and  valuahle  privileges  to  all  ulio 
would  become  inhabitants  of  the  city.  Amongst  other 
provisions,  all  swindlers,  thieves,  murderers,  or  wo* 
man  escaped  from  her  husband,"  who  lied  to  Gibraltar, 
were  to  be  free  from  the  punishment  of  death.  All 
mulefactoi*s,  not  traitors,  residing  for  a  yeai  and  a  day 
were  to  receive.a  free  pacdon^  and  no  duty  c^uld  be 
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kvied  upoa  any  goods  passing  in  or  out.  Thus 
Gibraltar  became  the  refuge  of  every  villain  from 
the  surrounding  neighbourhood. 

Tke  pppuktion,  however,  did  not  increase  so 
rapidly  as  Ferdinand  had  expected*  Though  the 
^ad  of  attack  from  the  Moors  no  doubt  deterred 
many  from  isolating  themselves  upon  the  Rock»  yet 
the  natural  reluctance  of  peaceable  persons  to  asso** 
date  themselves  with  a  society  of  murderers,  thieves, 
and  disreputable  people,  materially  checked  the  pro- 
gress of  the  iuiniigration. 

Mohammed  had  no  sooner  purchased  peace  from 

Ferdinand  IV.  by  tlie  terms  before  alluded  to,  than  a 
conspiracy  against  his  life  was  discovered  in  Granada. 
Hastening  back  to  his  dominions  in  the  hope  of  crush- 
in  g  the  rebellion,  he  found  the  majority  of  the  populace 
already  in  anns  against  him,  and  his  brother  Nassir 
Abul  Geoix  proclaimed  king. 

Though  he  lost  no  time  in  reaching  Grauada, 
the  tide  of  rebellion  was  already  turned  impetuously 
against  him,  and  the  mob  iniuiiated  at  the  losses  he 
had  sustained  in  the  south,  and  the  concessions  he 
had  made  to  the  Christians.  His  minister  was  slain 
before  his  eyes,  his  palace  plundered,  and  huuself 
compelled  to  renounce  his  throne. 

The  effect  of  this  revolution  was  to  dissolve  all 
former  treaties  with  the  Christians.  In  1312  Ferdi* 
nand  died,  and  was  succeeded  by  Alonzo  XI.,  and  in 

the  same  year  Nassir  Abul-Geoix,  who  like  ]ys  brother 
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had  fallen  a  victim  to  conspiracy  and  revolt,  was  re* 
placed  upon  the  throne  of  Granada  by  IsmaO  ben  Ferag, 

a  religious  ciuct,  who  prosecuted  the  war  against  the 
Christians  with  tha  courage  of  fanaticism.  In  1315 
he  laid  siege  to  Gibraltar,  but  after  an  attack  of  short 
duration  he  reluctantly  abandoned  his  efforts  to  regam 
the  position  which  was  akeady  recognized  as  the  key 
of  Spain, 
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TniRD  &1£G£  Oil*  OIBRALTARy  BY  HOHAMMBD  IV, 

In  the  year  1324,  IsmaO  ben  Ferag  was  assassin- 
ated at  the  entrance  to  the  Alhambra  by  Mohammed 
of  Granada,  son  of  tlic  Wall  of  Alpreciras  ;  the  cause  of 
his  death  is  said  to  have  been  a  dispute  concerning  a 
Christian  maiden  of  great  beanty,  who  was  captored 
at  the  taking  of  Martos.  Perceiving  her  in  tlic  liands 
of  Musauhnen  soldiers  who  were  qnarreOing  for  her 

possession,  Ismail  ordered  her  to  be  taken  to  his 
haiem*  in  spite  of  the  efibrts  of  Mohammed  to  effect 
her  resene.  The  latter  prince,  enraged  at  the  interfer* 
ence  of  Ismail^  planned  his  death,  and  stabbed  him 
mortally  the  foUowing  day.* 

*  The  deftth  of  this  prince  is  described  diiiereutly  by  the 
Arabian  ckroniclers,  who  narrate  it  thua:  On  the  22nd  Juno, 
1325,  Imsii  marched  to  Martos,  which  be  mvested  and  took 
after  a  ihoii  tiage*  Hhorily  his  return  from  that  expedi* 
tioo,  Imifl  wae  eseSMinnh  il  by  a  ooiishi  named  Mohammed^ 
wbo  ww»  Hbe  eon  of  Imiailf  better  known  as  Sahiba*l-Jesinh 
(the  Qorenor  of  Algeeine).  Mohammed  had  been  present  al 
ihib  mep  of  Martoe;  haying  whilst  there  been  goihj  of  some 
misdembanour,  he  was  sommoned  before  his  sovereign,  who,  in 

a  • 
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Ismail  was  succeeded  by  his  son  Mohammed  IV. 
During  the  eaily  part  of  his  reign,  the  Christians  who 
invaded  Andalusia  mot  with  unvaried  succtss. 
They  captured  Vera,  Pruna,  Ayamonte  in  succession^ 
and,  with  the  assistance  of  an  army  from  Africa,  they 
signally  defeated  Mohammed,  taking  Aigeciras,  Bonda, 
and  Marbella. 

These  misfortunes,  which  would  have  been  suf- 
ficient to  break  the  spirit  of  a  less  chivalrous  prince, 
only  served  to  stimulate  Mohammed  to  greater  efforts, 
lie  besieged  the  fortress  of  Baena  with  success,  and 
marched  his  army  against  Gibraltar.  At  this  time  a 
(icillician  kuight,  Vaseo  Perez  de  Meira,  was  governor 
of  the  fortress.  He  enjoyed  some  miUtary  reputation, 
but  he  was  a  victim  to  insatiable  avarice  and  a 
dominant  desire  to  amass  sulheient  wealth  to  enable 
him  to  become  the  possessor  of  extensive  proper* 
ties  aiiil  estates,  through  which  he  might  hand  his 
name  down  to  posterity.  During  his  term  of  office  as 
governor  he  had  embezzled  the  greater  portion  of  the 
money  desoted  by  the  kmg,  his  master,  for  the 
defences  of  the  fortress  and  the  supply  of  arms, 
ammunition,  and  provisions ;  so  that,  when  Moham« 

the  prt'senco  of  the  assfinbled  courtiers,  severely  reprovp^l  him 
for  hie  ecunluet.  Mohamnied  resented  the  iuMult,  and  swore 
to  rpveuije  it.  On  his  return  to  Granada,  he  watched  hii 
opportunity,  and,  with  the  aid  of  his  reUtives  and  aenraata, 
attacked  and  murdered  Ismail,  as  he  was  going  from  his  palace 
to  a  temporary  throne  which  had  been  erected  for  the  purpoae 
of  liis  ftdminlsternig  justice  to  hta  aubjects. 
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ined  appeared  before  the  city,  the  fortifications  were 
in  a  state  of  decay,  only  a  few  rounds  of  ammu- 
nition r^nained^  and  the  store  of  provisions  was  almost 

exhausted. 

The  Mohammedans^  aware  of  the  unprepared  con- 
dition of  the  garrison,  seized  immediately  upon  the  most 
important  positions  of  tlie  iurtress.  The  arsenal  fell 
into  their  hands,  and  they  succeeded  in  establishing 
themselves  upon  more  than  one  part  of  the  Rock. 
The  small  supply  oi  provisions  within  soon  began  to 
fidi,  and  the  governor  would  have  been  compelled  to 
capitulate  without  even  a  show  of  resistance,  had  not 
a  vessel  laden  with  grain  been  accidentally  cast  ashore, 
whose  cargo  supplied  the  troops  with  bread  for  a  short 
period.  During  the  last  weeks  of  the  siege  the  suf-> 
fering  of  the  soldiers  was  extreme,  and*  hunger  com** 
pelled  them  to  devour  the  leather  off  their  shields. 
Though  suffering  such  privations,  their  courage  re* 
mained  undaunted.  Vasco  de  Perez,  surrounded  by 
a  few  followers,  still  held  the  castle,  and  though 
resistance  in  the  face  of  certain  starvation  was  vain; 
he  held  out  till  the  very  last  moment. 

But|  even  when  compassed  by  these  trials  and 
calamities,  he  was  unable  to  finee  himself  from  the 
cursed  yoke  of  his  ruling  passion.  Aware  that  a 
heavy  ransom  would  be  offered  for  the  Moorish 
prisoners  whom  he  had  captured,  and  believing 
that  the  sum  would  be  regulated  considerably  by 
the  oonditiott  in  which  they  were  delivered  up,  he 
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collected  them  within  the  castle,  fed  them  with  the 

l)cst  of  the  aliuost  exhausted  stores,  and  treated 
them  with  more  solicitude  than  he  bestowed  upon 
his  famished  and  devoted  troops. 

After  four  mouths  aud  a  half  of  extreme  suflfering, 
the  garrison  weakened  in  nnmben  and  prostrated 
with  famine  and  disease,  Perez  determined  to  capitu- 
late. This  he  did  upon  favourable  terms,  and  the 
fortress  was  surrendered  once  more  to  the  infidels,  on 
condition  that  the  garrison  and  inhabitants  should 
march  out  unmdested  with  all  their  goods  and 
chattels. — a.  d.  1333. 

Mohammed  immediately  •  took  posseesioD,  the 
Rock  having  been  in  the  hands  of  the  Christians  for 
twenty-two  years.  Stung  with  mortiiicati  and 
fearful  of  the  anger  of  his  master,  Vasco  de  Peres 
fled  to  Africa,  where  he  remained  and  died  in  ob- 
scurity. 

Alfonso,  who  had  up  to  this  time  been  cnga^rcd  in 
quelling  rebellious  commotions  in  Castile,  now  hastened 
to  Gibraltar,  and  again  took  the  field  against  Ins  former 
adversary.  Alarmed  at  the  vvadike  preparations  of 
Alfonso,  Mohammed  applied  to  the  King  of  Fez  for 
aid,  and  an  African  array  immediately  crossed  the 
straits  to  his  assistance. 

No  sooner,  however,  had  the  African  chief  been 
admiited  with  his  troops  nito  Gibraltar,  than  he  as- 
sumed an  arrogant  and  offensive  tone  towards  the 
Spanish  Moon  under  Mohammed,  who  composed  the 
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garrison.  Too  late  Mohammed  perceived  his  error 
in  calling  to  liis  assistance  men  whose  character  was 
notoriously  treacherous  and  perfidious.  But  his 
(jhticul  position  compelled  him  to  avoid  the  quarrels 
and  contentions  that  were  urged  upon  him  by  lus 
wily  ally,  and  he  suffered  patiently  the  uiicoucealed 
indignities  to  which  he  was  subjected. 

In  the  mean  time  Alfonso,  who  was  unaware  of 
the  surrender,  havnig  collected  a  sutticiently  powerful 
army,  marched  southward,  to  relieve  the  fortress  and 
raise  the  siege.  The  Castilian  Admiral  Josef  Tenorio, 
at  that  time  in  Seville,  was  ordered  to  watch  the 
straits  with  his  squadron,  and  letters  were  sent  from 
the  king  to  Yasco  Perez,  entreating  him  to  hold  out 
until  the  very  last  extremity.  Instructions  were  also 
sent  to  the  Grand  Masters  of  Santiago,  Alcantara, 
and  Caiatrava  to  unite  all  their  forces  together,  and 
to  march  to  the  assistance  of  the  besieged. 

Arrived  at  Yallodohd,  AUbnso  proclamied  his 
intention  of  proceeding  at  once  to  Gibraltar,  and  in- 
vitcd  the  nobles  and  their  dependents  to  accompany 
him  on  his  mission  against  the  infidels. 

As  he  journeyed  southward  he  borrowed  large 
sums  of  money  from  the  towns  of  YallodoUd,  Burgos, 
and  Toledo.  Having  reached  Seville,  a  royal  council 
^vii^  bold,  aiid  plans  concerted  i'ov  tiie  safety  oi  Ciib- 
raltar.  Unfortunately  the  opinions  of  the  council 
were  divided,  and  a*  delay  of  a  week  ensued  before 
the  expedition  coutmued  its  march.     In  five  days 
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the  king  reached  the  banks  of  the  Guadarete  near 
Xeres,  from  whence  he  despatched  messengers  to  the 

Admiral  and  to  Vasco  Perez. 

After  a  lapse  of  two  days  these  men  returned^  bring- 
ing intelligence  that  the  place  had  long  since  surren- 
dered, and  that  the  stoudards  of  the  Moors  tioated  from 
the  walls.  The  receipt  of  this  disastrous  news  alarmed 
but  did  not  dislicartcu  ^Uionso.  A  council  was  again 
assembled,  and  it  was  resolved  to  besiege  the  Rock 
and  to  recover  it  from  the  enemy.  The  next  morning 
the  army  was  again  in  motion,  and  in  three  days 
appeared  in  sight  of  the  walls. 

Approuching  the  iiuck,  aiid  while  passing  over 
the  Siena  de  Carbonera  (Queen  of  Spain's  chair), 
the  king  was  attacked  by  a  large  body  of  Moorish 
cavalry,  but  by  a  successful  retrograde  movmnent  the 
infidels  were  put  to  the  ront  with  no  quarter,  and 
1500  of  them  slain.  On  the  foilowmg  day  the  fleet 
anchored  in  the  bay,  and  amngements  were  com* 

pletcd  for  the  attack.  It  was  determined,  in  the 
first  place,  to  effect  a  landing  southward  of  the  town, 
upon  an  undefended  spot  called  the  Bed  Sands,  and 
ibr  this  purpose  a  body  oi  men  under  Kui  Lopez 
and  Feman  de  Meira  was  embarked  in  some  armed 
row  boats,  which  pushed  off  from  the  fleet  and 
pulled  towards  the  shore.  The  landing  was  easily 
eflTected,  and  had  common  prudence  been  observed  the 
attack  might  have  been  successful.  But  those  who 
were  first  ashore,  ehited  at  meeting  with  no  resistance. 
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rushed  up  the  hill  towards  the  castle  without  waiting 
for  iheir  comrades,  or  taking  any  precautions  to  pro^ 
tect  their  retreat.  The  Moors,  perceiving  the  erroTi 
buiat  forth  from  the  castle  in  overwhelming  numbers, 
killed  both  the  leaders  and  the  greater  portion  of  the 
assailants,  and  drove  the  remainder  on  to  the  shore, 
where,  with  the  exception  of  some  who  concealed 
themselves  among  the  rocks,  they  were  either  slain 
or  taken  prisoners. 

Alfonso  b^eld  with  mortification  the  failure  of 
this  attempt,  and  called  a  council  to  decide  upon  tiie 
course  to  be  adopted.  Personally,  he  was  unwilling 
to  leave  his  men  who  had  been  taken  pritioners  with- 
out an  effort  to  recover  them ;  but  the  critical  situ- 
ation of  bis  army  and  the  scarcity  of  his  commissariat 
dictated  the  necessity  of  a  retreat.  The  day  following, 
therefore,  the  army  began  to  retire,  but  had  proceeded 
only  a  short  distance  when  the  reluctance  of  the  king 
to  abandon  the  prisoners  became  so  evident,  that  a 
proposal  was  made  by  the  generah  to  return  with  a 
portion  of  the  troops,  and  to  attempt  the  rescue  of 
the  captives.    The  king  joyfully  agreed,  and  the 

order  ^vas  issued  to  couutermarcli  on  the  next  morning. 

Joy  spread  through  the  army.  The  men,  hitherto 
disheartened  by  tiie  unexpected  failure  and  retreat, 
recovered  their  ardour  and  their  courage.  Full  of 
hope  for  the  future,  they  turned  their  faces  once  more 

towards  the  lloek,  determined  to  retrieve  their  late 
leveise* 
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A  lauding  was  again  effected  on  the  Bed  Sanda  by 
a  numeroiis  body  of  men  under  command  of  Don  Jaime 
de  Jerica,  and  the  brothers  Laso  and  Sancho  de  Rojas. 

Profiting  by  experience,  oider  was  strictly  main* 

taincd,  and  a  jiinctkm  effected  with  the  party  of  Clins- 
tians  left  behind  on  the  former  occasion,  and  who  had 
remained  concealed  and  mimolested  by  the  enemy. 

Seizing  upon  the  heights  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
castle,  Alfonso  prepared  to  lay  siege  to  the  Tone  del 
Homenage,  the  principal  point  of  defence.  Simul- 
taneously, an  attack  was  directed  by  the  Admiral 
Josef  Tenorio  upon  the  arsenal,  and  an  attempt  made 
to  bum  the  shipping.  Though  this  project  was  un- 
dertaken with  the  greatest  skill  and  courage,  it  was 
met  by  such  determined  opposition  on  the  part  of  the 
Moors,  who  had  plajced  massive  wooden  booms  across 
the  entrance  to  the  arsenal,  that  the  assailants  were 
driven  back  with  tlie  loss  of  two  celebrated  chiefs  and 
a  hrge  number  of  men. 

After  the  failure  of  the  attack  by  sea,  Alfonso 
directed  his  efforts  exclusively  against  the  Torre  del 
Homenage,  whose  parapets  and  turrets  ali^dy  showed 
syniptoins  of  destruction.  Every  kind  of  machine 
applicable  in  those  days  to  warfare  was  brought 
against  the  walls.  Battering-rams  were  thrust  against 
the  outer  defences.  Maciiines  called  "  Caduisos, "  or 
scaffolds,  were  erected,  similar  to  the  vineae  of  the 
Bomans,  two  or  three  stories  in  height,  and  running 
on  wheels,  by  means  of  which  they  were  rolled  along* 
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side  the  tower.    From  the  appennost  stage  heavy 

stones  and  other  missiles  were  hurled  on  to  tho 
parapets,  wluie  the  soldiers  in  the  stages  beneath 
attempted  to  undermine  the  waUs  of  the  defences.* 
Powerful  engines,  on  the  principle  of  the  catapult, 
wore  dragged  up  cm  to  tiie  ragged  heights  which 
overhung  the  castle,  and  attempts  were  made  to  de- 
stroy  the  enemy's  galleys  as  they  lay  in  the  arsenal,  by 
pitching  stones  upon  their  dedca  from  the  rocks 
above.  But  the  Moors  covered  in  their  vessels  with 
heavy  casings  of  wood,  and  the  missiles  feU  harmless 
upon  the  massive  roofing. 

The  siege  had  now  been  carried  on  for  sixteen 
days  without  any  sign  of  success  on  the  part  of  the 
besiegers ;  and  a  strong  easterly  wind,  which  had  for 
a  long  time  prevailed,  kept  back  the  fleet  which  was 
conveying  supplies  to  the  army.  Provisions  became 
scarce,  and  the  army  was  threatened  with  famine. 
To  add  to  the  difficulties  which  beset  Alfonso,  num- 
bers of  his  men  began  to  desert,  in  spite  of  every 
eflbrt  to  prevent  them,  while  many  were  taken  pri- 
soners, and  sold  as  slaves  to  the  Moors  at  Algeciras. 
At  the  same  time  he  received  iutelUgence  of  the  death 
of  his  eldest  sen,  of  internal  commotions  in  his  own 

*  The  attack  vrith  these  macKmes  was  oondacted  by  Alon- 
MO  Fenmiides  CdHmeL  Bat  though  Uffge  lewards 
to  the  men  if  the^  suooeeded  in  undermtning  the  walk  of  the 
castib^  the  vtnta^Boi  ISuIed  through  the  ingenuitj  of  the  Moon, 
who  poured  hunung  pitdi  from  the  battlements,  and  let  fire  to 
the  scaffbldiog. 
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kiogdom,  and  of  the  takiDg  of  the  Castle  of  Bena* 

liitxi,  with  much  loss  to  the  Christians.  Still  even 
Tinder  these  accumulated  misfortunes  he  prepared  to 
prosecute  the  sie^e  with  lenewed  vigoiu*. 

He  ordered  a  narrow  iosse  or  ditch  to  be  cut  across 
the  isthmus  fiom  the  western  beach  to  the  shore  of  the 
Mediterranean  for  the  protection  of  his  rear  from  at- 
tack, and  so  desirous  was  he  to  tree  his  army  £rom  the 
peribus  position  in  which  it  was  phced,  that  he  could 
scarcely  be  restrained  from  sullying  forth  with  his  whole 
force  to  bring  on  an  engagement  with  the  Moors,  and 
thus  to  risk  his  fate  upon  one  decisive  battle. 

The  monotony  of  the  siege,  which,  since  the  sus- 
pension of  active  operations,  had  become  most  irk- 
some, was  broken  by  an  incident  that  roused  the 
drooping  spirits  of  Alfonso's  men,  and  had  some  in- 
fluence  npon  the  more  speedy  tennination  of  the  block- 
ade. In  order  to  guard  against  surprise  the  Christians 
had  posted  a  picket  of  men  about  two  miles  or  more 
irom  the  Rock,  who  concealed  themselves  amid  tho 
brushwood  and  watched  the  approaches  to  the  camp. 

One  day  there  came  aloni:  tlie  westeni  beach 
a  renowned  Moorish  chief,  accompanied  by  3U0 
horsemen,  apparently  unaware  of  the  petition  of  the 
Christian  detachment.  As  they  appiuached  the  spot 
where  the  guard  was  concealed,  Dies  Sanchea  the 
commander  fell  upon  them  with  his  troops,  utterly 
routmg  them,  and  killing  most  of  their  numbers. 
Amongst  the  hitter  was  the  celebrated  Arabian  his* 
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torian  !Moliamed  Ben  Ali,  a  native  of  Ceuta^  w  ho  had 
acddentaUy  joined  the  party. 

Though  the  Boflferings  of  Alfonso's  anny  daily 
increased,  the  Moors  were,  if  possible,  in  a  more 
miserable  position.  By  sea  they  could  receive  no 
piovis>ious  or  assistance,  and  all  the  approaches  by 
land  were  occupied  by  the  Castilians.  Both  armies 
were  reduced  to  the  utmost  misery ;  and  proposals  for 
peace  would  have  been  received  with  joy  on  either  side. 
Preparations  were  already  being  made  for  the  retreat  of 

the  besiegers,  wlicu  a  Moorish  envoy  arrived  in  the 
Christian  camp  and  stated  that  he  had  power.to  treat 
for  a  cessation  of  hostilities  with  the  Castilian  monarch. 
Alfonso  immediately  assembled  his  council,  who, 
considering  the  peril  of  their  position,  were  unani- 
mously in  favour  of  peace,  and  a  conference  was 
arranged  to  take  place  on  the  morrow  between  the 
hostile  chiefs.  Shortly  afterwards  a  truce  was  agreed 
to  between  Alfonso,  Abdiil-Malek,  and  the  King  of 
Granada,  for  four  years,  the  latter  engaging  to  pay 
annually  to  Alfonso  10,000  gold  doubloons;  and 
permission  being  extended  to  the  Moors  to  purchase 
4»ttle,  as  formerly,  for  the  supply  of  the  garrison 
from  the  neighbouring  province.  Costly  presents 
were  exchanged  between  the  kings,  and  thus  termin- 
ated tlic  fourth  siege  of  Gibraltar,  the  fortress  still 
remaining  in  possession  of  the  iuiideis.* 

•  Ayala. 
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CHAPITER  III. 

Alfonso,  auxious  to  settle  the  disturbances  in 
his  kingdom,  marohed  with  his  army  towards  Seville, 
while  Mohaiuuicd  sent  his  tr(3ops  back  to  GranaUu, 
tetaimng  only  a  small  escort  to  accompany  him  on  a 
journey  to  Africa,  whither  he  was  going  on  a  visit  to 
the  lung  Abu-l-Uassan. 

The  unfortunate  monarch  was  ignorant  of  a  plot 
among  the  suidiers  of  Abdui-Malek  to  assassinate  him. 
The  ostensible  cause  of  this  treason  and  subsequent 
tragedy  was  an  offence  given  by  Mohammed  to  the  sons 
of  Oznuo,  but  the  more  probable  reasons  were  jealousy 
on  the  part  of  the  African  chief,  and  the  natural 
treacheiy  of  the  African  Moors.  Ignorant  of  the  fate 
that  awaited  him,  the  king  was  preparing  to  set  out 
on  his  journey,  accompanied  only  by  a  small  escort, 
when  his  murderers  set  upon  him  in  a  narrow  defile 
-a  few  miles  from  the  gates  of  the  fortress,  and  put 
him  to  death.  He  was  succeeded  on  the  throne  by 
Yussuf  ben  Ismail,  then  16  years  of  age.  * 

*  The  Aiabisn  chronicteBi  thus  describe  the  death  of  Mth 
hammed;— 
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The  news  of  Mohammed  s  death  reached  Alfonso 
when  he  had  proceeded  but  a  short  distance  on  his 
march.  Fearful  of  the  consequences,  his  generals 
anxiously  pressed  him  to  hnny  on  to  Seville ;  but  the 
king  perceived  the  danger  of  a  forced  and  fatiguing 
march,  and  refused  to  expose  his  army  to  the  peril. 
By  easy  stages,  and  in  good  order,  he  reached  Seville, 
where  he  prepared  to  negotiate  and  provide  for  the 
safety  of  his  kmgdom  with  Mohammed's  successor. 
His  first  act  was  to  forgive  the  payment  of  tlie  tribute 
agreed  upon  at  the  tenumation  of  the  siege  of 
Gibraltar. ' 

Abu4-Hassan  was  at  this  time  king  of  Morocco. 
Though  secretly  he  had  designs  upon  Alfonso's 
dominions,  he  found  it  desirable  to  mamtain  for  the 
present  friendly  relations  with  that  monarch,  and 
anxious  to  propitiate  him,  he  sent  large  and  valuable 
presents  of  gold,  precious  stones,  elephants,  and  all  the 
mrest  treasures  of  Africa.  But  his  dissimulation 
did  not  continue  long.  In  1888  he  embarked 
masses  of  infantry  and  cavalry,  with  provisions  for  a 
campaign,  and  landed  them  at  Gibraltar,  though  the 

"  Soon  after  the  Christians  had  raised  the  siege  of  Gibraltar, 
the  Sultan  Mohammed  was  ns^^asBinated  hj  some  African 
offioere  to  whom  he  had  reudered  himself  obnoxious.  As  be 
was  one  day  about  to  embark,  he  was  assailed  hj  a  partj  of 
lionemen,  who  lay  concealed  behind  a  projecting  rock,  and  put 
to  death.  Hia  mangled  bodj,  stripped  of  evefything,  remained 
exposed  om  the  ground,  but  was  aflberwaTda  earned  to  Malaga 
and  inteired  in  the  public  cemetery.** — Gayangos,  toL  ii. 
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four  years  of  tnice  had  not  yet  expired.  During  the 
time  that  had  elapsed  since  the  siege,  the  fortress  had 
been  considerably  strengthened,  a  massive  wnll  ]i;iJ 
been  cooBtrocted  at  the  foot  of  the  Kock,  surrounding 
jit  on  all  sides,  as  the  halo  surrounds  the  crescent 
moon.  * 

Alfonso,  aware  of  the  coming  storm,  immediately 
took  measures  to  meet  it.  lie  called  toc^ether  his 
pobles,  who  were  at  this  time  divided  into  rancor- 
ous parties,  and  urged  upon  them  the  necessity  of 
smothering  all  private  feuds  among  themselves  iu 
order  to  overcome  the  common  danger. 

In  OctoljL'i,  1339,  he  set  out  from  Seville  with 
a  powerful  army,  accompanied  by  Don  Gil  de  Al- 
bomez.  Archbishop  of  Seville,  and  Don  Juan 
Manuel,  and  Don  Juan  Nunez  de  Lara,  who  at  one 
time  had  been  conspicuous  as  rebels  to  the  throne* 

Active  demonstrations  were  made  aijainst  the  Moors 
all  along  his  frontiers,  a  force  was  sent  into  the  king- 
dom of  Granada,  and  nulitarv  posts  established  at 
Arcos  aud  Xeres,  At  the  sumc  time  a  combined 
squadron  firom  Aragon  and  Portugal  under  Admirals 
de  Cruillas  and  Josef  Tenorio  arrived  in  the  straits, 
iiut  this  small  squadron  was  unable  to  prevent  the 
passage  of  troops  from  Africa,  and  large  hordes  of 
iloors  landed  along  the  Spanish  coast. 

The  first  action  fought  ended  in  favour  of  the 
Christians^  and  augured  well  for  future  successes. 

*  Al-liakkari*«  nsintife. 
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The  chief,  Abdul-Malik^  son  of  Abu-l-Hassan,  who  was 

ill  possession  of  Algcciras,  had  iiiaintaiiiiJLl  liiinself  unci 
his  army  duiing  the  winter  months  by  ravaging  the 
neighbouring  country.  In  one  of  these  foraging 
expeditions  lie  met  a  Castilian  force  under  Gonzalez 
Martin  de  Oveido,  which  fell  upon  his  troops  and 
routed  them  with  immense  loss,  Abdul-iMalik  himself 
being  among  the  slain. 

Enraged  at  this  success,  and  determined  to  avenge 
the  death  of  his  son,  Abu4-IIassan  sent  orders  for 
fresh  levies  of  troops  from  all  the  African  tribes,  and 
large  reinforcements  again  crossed  the  straits ;  the  King 
jof  Granada  also  increased  his  army,  and  a  terrible  strug- 
gle was  evidently  at  hand.  It  was  of  paramount  im- 
portance  to  Alfonso  to  maintain  possession  of  the  straits 
by  sea,  and  for  this  purpose  the  fleet  composed  of  the 
Castilian  and  Aragonese  squadrons  lay  off  the  coast. 

Unfortunately,  however,  one  of  the  Admn-als, 
Gilabert  de  Cruillas,  was  imprudent  enough  to 
disembark  a  binall  force  on  the  cua^t  of  Algeciras, 
and  to  attack  a  superior  body  ,  of  the  enemy,  an  error 
which  deprived  Alfonso  of  his  co-operation,  as  he  was 
wounded  severely  and  compelled  to  reiiuquisk  his 
command. 

At  this  verv  time  the  fleet  of  Abu-l-Hassan,  consist- 
ing  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  sail,  was  approach- 
ing the  Bay  of  Gibraltar.  The  Castilian  squadron, 
commanded  by  Josef  Tenorio,  numbered  only  twenty- 
seven  galleys  in  bad  condition,  and  six  large  ships, 
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with  some  transports.  Ad  engagement  with  such 
unequal  forces  could  have  only  one  result.  But 
the  Admiral,  knowiug  that  his  conduct  was  watched 
suspiciously  by  those  in  authority  at  Seville,  and 
smarting  under  a  calumnious  insinuation  against 
his  honour,  resolved  to  give  battle  to  the  enemy. 
The  consequences  were»  as  might  have  been  ex- 
pected, disastrous  ;  Tenorio,  after  covering  himself 
with  glory,  was  killed,  and  five  galleys  only  escaped 
out  of  the  whole  fleet.  Thus  the  command  by  sea 
fell  into  the  hands  of  Abu-l-Hassan,  who  hastened  to 
take  advantage  of  his  success  by  transporting  re- 
inforcements, arms,  and  provisions  across  the  straiU, 
Alfonso  did  all  in  his  power  to  repair  this  disaster* 
lie  applied  to  the  King  of  Portugal  for  assistance,  and 
a  Portuguese  fleet,  commanded  by  Admiral  Manuel 
Fezano,  sailed  for  Cadiz.  He  also  procured  1 2  galleys 
from  Aragou,  commanded  by  Pedro  de  Moncada,  and 
15  from  Genoa.  Orders  were  given  for  the  repair 
of  the  five  ships  saved  from  the  former  fleet,  and  the 
whole  were  placed  under  the  command  of  Ortix 
Oaldeion,  who  took  up  his  anchorage  in  Tarifa 
bay.  At  this  time  the  African  army,  amouutmg  to 
200,000  men,  includmg  70,000  horse,  was  in  the 
vicinity  of  Tarifa.  Towards  the  end  of  October,  1 340, 
Alfonso,  reinlbrced  by  an  army  under  the  King  of 
Portugal  in  person,  advanced  to  meet  the  enemy. 
The  Spanish  authorities  make  the  Christian  forces  less 
than  one-fourth  of  the  Moorish  poets,  but  it  is  pixK* 
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bable  they  did  not  exceed  60,000  men.   On  the  27th 

October,  1840,  the  two  armies  came  in  sight  of  each 
other  on  the  banks  oi  the  Salado,  near  the  very  spot 
where  600  jcais  afterwards  was  fought  the  battle  of 
Barrossa.  It  was  arranged  that  the  King  of  Castile 
should  engage  the  African  division,  while  the  Portu- 
guese army  was  to  attack  the  wing  under  the  King  of 
Granada.  The  first  movement  was  the  passage  of  the 
river;  this  was  confided  to  Don  Juan  Manuel,  who, 
either  through  gross  incapacity  or  cowardice,  imperilled 
the  success  of  the  advance*  Fortunately,  as  he  was 
about  to  retire,  reinforcements  under  more  able  leaders 
came  up,  a  bridge  was  quickly  constructed  with 
wooden  stakes,  and  a  portion  of  the  army  crossed  over 
and  held  their  ground  in  spite  of  every  effort  to  dis- 
lodge them.  Alfonso  was  everywhere  distinguished 
by  his  daring,  and  his  reckless  courage  would  have 
cau5?ed  his  death  had  he  not  been  checked  by  the 
Archbishop  of  Toledo,  who  seized  the  reins  of  his 
horse  and  held  him  back  from  a  single-handed  on- 
slaught upon  a  body  of  the  enemy.* 

The  army  had  no  sooner  effected  the  passage  of 
the  river,  than  the  garrison  of  Tarifa,  as  previously 
arranged,  sallied  out  and  attacked  the  centre  ot  the 
African  division.  This  movement  decided  the  success 
of  the  day;  akeady  disheartened  by  the  gradual 

*  Alfinuo  of  Cartile  was  sayed  fix>iii  death  and  defeat  in 
a  finular  nuumer  hj  the  Arehbiahop  of  Seville^  at  the  famoua 
IMe  of  Torto8a»  aj>.  1211. 
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advance  of  the  .Christiaiis,  and  the  increasing  disorder 
in  their  own  ranks,  the  Mussulman  host  gave  way, 
an  irresistible  panic  seized  the  whole  army,  and  a 
bloody  rout  ensued.  Innumerable  priscmert  were 
taken,  including  the  son  of  Abu-l-lliissan  and  the  whole 
harem.  The  number  of  slain  was  fabulously  large. 
The  remnant  of  the  defeated  army  crossed  in  haste  to 
Aiiica,  Yussef  iled  to  Marbclla,  and  Abu-l-Iiassau  took 
refuge  in  Gibraltar  An  African  historian  relating 
this  memorable  event,  so  deplorable  to  the  Moors, 
thus  describes  it : — * 

Having  crossed  the  straits  for  the  laudable  pur- 
pose of  waging  war  against  the  lulidels,  and  hclpmg 
the  Moslems  of  Granada  in  their  desperate  struggle 
with  the  Christian  power,  as  had  ouce  been  the  custom 
of  his  noble  ancestors,  as  well  as  of  almost  all  the 
sovereigns  of  the  different  dynasties  that  ruled  over 
western  Africa,  Abu-l-liassan  landed  on  the  coast  of 
Andalus  with  an  army  amounting  to  upwards  of 

GO, 000  men,  and  was  immediately  joined  by  the 
forces  of  Granada,  under  command  of  Abu-l-Uej^j. 
Alas  I  God  Almighty,  whose  decrees  are  inMibly 
executed  upou  his  creatures,  had  decided  in  his  in- 
finite wisdom  that  this  proud  armament  should  be 
dispersed  like  the  dust  before  the  wind,  and  that 
Abu-l-Hassan  himself  should  return  to  his  dominions 
van(|uished  and  fugitive ;  that  the  shaqj-edged  sword 
of  the  uifidel  should  shine  over  his  head,  and  those  of 

•  Namtiye  of  Al-Makkari 
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his  men.  We  will  not  inquire  how  it  happened ;  but 
the  fact  is,  that  thousands  of  Moslems  won  that  clay 
the  crown  of  martvrdom,  that  the  ranks  of  doctors 
and  theologians  frightfaUy  thinned,  the  law  of 
the  sword  being  executed  upon  their  throats.  The 
Sultan  s  own  son  and  all  his  harem  fell  into  the  hands 
Qf  the  victorious  enemy,  his  treasures  became  the  prey 
of  the  idolaters,  who  from  that  day  thought  of  nothing 
short  of  subjecting  the  rest  oi  Andalus  to  their 
abominable  rule.  Hie  battle  of  Tarifa  was  fought  on 
Monday,  the  7th  of  Jumdda,  the  1st  of  the  year  741 
(October  29th,  1340)." 

Encouraf]red  bv  the  victorious  result  of  the  battle 
of  iSalado,  Alfonso  prepared  to  lay  siege  to  Algeciras ; 
and  on  the  Srd  August,  1342,  be  sat  down  before  it 
with  2500  cavalry  and  5000  foot. 

The  army  was  commanded  by  Don  Gil  de  Ai- 
bomez,  the  Archbishop  of  Toledo,  the  Bishop  of 
Cadiz,  and  other  distinguished  men.  The  town  was 
carefully  and  strongly  fortified, — the  Moors  having 
always  considered  its  possession  necessary  to  the  safe 
keeping  of  Gibraltar.  It  was  divided  into  two  di- 
visions— the  old  town  and  the  new ;  separated  from 
each  other  by  massive  walls.  The  city  was  situated 
upon  a  gentle  slope  leading  to  the  sea-shore,  and  the 
ground  in  rear  of  the  city  rose  rapidly  to  a  very  con- 
siderable elevation. 

The  garrison  consisted  of  12,000  archers  and  800 
horse.    The  fame  of  the  battle  of  Salado  had  by  this 
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time  spread  over  Europe ;  and  the  contest  then  waging 
in  the  south  of  Spain  had  attracted  the  attention  of  every 
Christian  nation.  The  tide  of  fortune  which  hitherto 
had  roiled  irresistibly  against  the  Clihstians  seemed 
aboat  to  turn,  and  many  valiant  men,  eager  to  de- 
feud  the  cause  of  their  reh'gion,  hurried  to  join  the 
fray.  Henry,  Duke  of  Lancaster,  aet  out  from  England, 
accompanied  by  Lord  Derby  and  the  Earls  of  Salisbury, 
Lincoln,  and  Leicester.  Numerous  celebrated  knights 
arrived  from  France,  from  Italy  came  large  bodies  of 
Genoese,  who  did  good  service ;  while  the  King  of  Na- 
varre, accompanied  by  a  division  of  troops,  marched 
forward  to  the  siege  in  hmte.  So  great  was  the  interest 
of  Europe  in  the  annihilation  of  the  Moorish  dynasty. 

Dreading  the  result  of  an  attack,  the  Moors  en« 
deavoured  by  treachery  to  paralyze  the  efforts  of  the 
Christiana.  Emissaries  chosen  from  among  desperate 
fanatics  were  sent  into  the  camp  with  instructions  to 
assassinate  Alfonso,  whose  name  was  so  terrible  to 
the  Moorish  host.  But  they  were  discovered  and 
put  to  death. 

The  siege  was  worthy  of  the  distinction  of  the 
besiegers.*  The  Moors  defended  themselves  with  te- 
nacious gallantry ;  and  the  month  of  September  hud 
nearly  passed  away,  and  the  heavy  autumnal  rains  set 
in,  without  any  signs  of  capitulation  or  distress.  The 
sufferings  of  the  Christians  soon  commenced.  The 

*  DuriDg  ill  I  B  Bi'ege  the  Duke  of  LsncMter  was  wounded 
by  tn  arrow  in  the  fiioe. 


hlhi^iL  Oil  ALGECIRAS. 


rains  fell  in  torrents,  and  continued  until  November. 
The  water  poiired  in  cascades  from  the  mountains 
behind.  The  king,  whose  quarters  were  in  a  small 
hut  roofed  with  tiles,  was  driven  from-  his  shelter  by 
the  force  of  the  waters ;  and  the  soldiers,  who  were 
exposed  to  all  the  fury  of  the  constant  tempest,  suc- 
cumbed to  cold  and  sickness.  Nor  did  the  besiegers 
alone  suffer.  The  storms  that  raged  along  the  coast 
kept  back  all  supplies  and  assistance  from  the  city,  the 
garrmon  was  reduced  to  great  privation,  while  the 
Christians  attacked  and  harassed  them  unceasingly. 
The  month  of  February  (1343)  passed  away,  and 

the  Moors  still  held  out  without  any  symptoms  of 
surrender.  The  troops  of  the  besiegers,  weakened 
with  suffering,  began  to  despair,  and  Alfonso  already 
contemplated  retiring  from  an  enterprise  which  held 
out  no  prospect  of  success.  Fortunately,  at  this 
critical  period  reinforcements  arrived ;  Don  Juan 
Nunez  de  Lara  and  Don  Juan  de  Manuel  reached 
the  camp  with  fresh  troops,  arms,  and  ammunition. 

Encouraged  by  this  addition  to  their  strength,  the 
Christians  regained  hope,  and  the  operations  rapidly 
progressed.  Hitherto,  the  Moors  had  received  sup- 
plies  at  intervals  by  sea,  as  it  was  found  impos- 
sible to  close  the  entrance  of  the  port.  Perceiv- 
ing, however,  that  as  long  as  provisions  could  be 
throvm  into  the  town  the  siege  might  be  protracted 
and  eventually  unsuccessful,  the  king  resolved  to 
blockade  the  port.    Galleys  were  stationed  at  the 
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entrance  to  protect  the  workmen  at  their  work,  and 
after  considerable  labour  a  boom  was  constnicted  of 

stakes,  beams,  and  barrels  filled  with  earth,  which 
formed  an  obstacle  impenetrable  by  the  enemy's  ships. 

Several  pitched  battles  were  fought  in  iW.  open 
fields  outside  the  walls,  where  the  whole  force  of  tho 
besiegers  was  engaged ;  but  these  combats  were  in« 
decisive,  and  victory  declared  itself  neither  fur  one 
side  nor  the  other. 

The  siege  wiis  prosecuted  with  unflinching  vigour, 
and  machines  were  constnicted  resembUng  great 
wooden  towers,  which  were  reared  against  the  walls, 
loaded  witli  armed  men.  Tiiesc  machines  the  Moors 
destroyed  by  casting  huge  masses  of  stone  upon  them 
from  above,  and  by  hmUng  against  them,  from 
engines  charged  with  nafta,*  red-hot  balls  of  iron, 
which  utterly  destroyed  them.f 

Alfonso,  as  the  year  progressed,  found  himself 
surrounded  with  difficulties.  His  exchequer  was 
exhausted,  and  the  troops,  especially  the  Genoese 

•  Thundering  nafVa. — CondtV 

t  In  tho  nArrative  of  Al-Makkari,  the  Ambian  hi^forinn. 
f*j)i'akuig  of  the  sie^e  of  Aishkar,  close  to  Hacza,  meiitiuiiri 
the  uso  of  cannon  (jl,  d.  1324)  tlius:  "  Ah  its  defences  were 
strong,  &n<1  tlie  walls  very  thick,  he  attacked  it  with  his  largest 
engines  loaded  with  naptha,  by  means  of  which  he  threw  into 
the  place  large  iron  balls.  One  of  these  fell  on  the  top  of 
one  of  tbe  towers  and  destroyed  it  completely ;  upon  which 
the  gairiaon  were  so  terrified  that  they  instantly  surrender* 
ed  " — (Hyangos,  toI.  ii.  page  352.  Cond^,  Los  Arabes  in 
Espa&a. 
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levies,  were  clamorous  for  their  pay.  His  crown  Avris 
already  pledged  for  the  value  of  the  gold,  and  all  his 
private  plate  melted  dow  n  to  supply  money  for  Lis 
troops.  But  even  these  sacridces  fuled  to  reUeve 
him  from  his  distress.  The  King  of  Granada  had 
approached  with  a  powerful  army  as  far  as  the  river 
Guadiaro,  and  repeatedly  threatened  the  rear  of  the 
Christian  position.  Harassing  skirmishes  fatigued 
the  troops,  and  were  frequently  attended  with  severe 
losses.  Added  to  this,  insubordination  and  discon* 
tent  manifested  themselves  among  the  soldiers  and 
their  leaders.  Fortunately  at  this  time,  when  the 
want  of  money  was  a  stubborn  obstacle  to  success, 
the  King  of  France  sent  a  present  of  50,000  florins, 
to  which  Pope  Clement  VI.  added  a  loan  of  20,000. 
With  these  resources  the  King  was  enabled  to  silence 
the  complaints  of  the  Genoese.  Ten  galleys  also 
arrived  from  the  King  of  Aragon,  when  they  were 
most  urgently  required. 

When  the  King  of  Granada  had  reached  the  river 
Tab  nones,  a  short  distance  fi  uiu  Algeciras,  he  was 
made  aware  of  the  desperate  situation  of  the  be- 
sieged. Entreaties  for  succour  were  conveyed  to  him 
during  the  duskiness  of  the  night  by  small  boats, 
which  managed  to  escape  from  the  boom-bound  har** 
hour. 

Influenced  by  these  entreaties,  he  determined  at 
once  to  strike  a  blow,  and  if  possible  raise  the  siege. 
With  the  object  of  surprising  the  Christian  camp,  the 
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attack  was  ordered  to  commcaoe  before  daybreak, 
when  the  enemy  was  least  likely  to  expect  it. 

Before  day  had  well  brokcu  the  Moslems  began 
the  advance,  and  rushed  impetuously  upon  the  ranks 
of  the  besiegers.  But  they  were  met  by  deep  and 
impassable  ditches,  lined  with  detiaiit  stockades,  which 
arrested  their  advance,  and  enabled  the  Christians  to 
mow  dovvu  tkeir  troops,  ruidiug  that  defeat  was 
certain  they  eventually  retired. 

During  the  trials  and  difficulties  that  beset  him, 
Alfonso  presented  a  noble  example  to  his  men.  He 
shared  on  every  occasion  their  dangers  and  privations; 
his  covering  was  no  better  than  the  rude  roof  that 
sheltered  the  meanest  soldier,  and  he  fared  no  better 
than  his  troops. 

^lincteea  months  of  privation  and  toil  passed  ere 
his  perseverance  was  rewarded  with  success.  Since 
the  closing  of  their  commuiii(  ution  by  sea  the  Moors 
had  become  gradually  disheartened.  No  supplies 
could  reach  the  town,  and  starvation  stared  them  in 
the  face.  With  this  prospect  before  them,  and  when 
no  hope  remained,  they  reluctantly  sent  emissaries  to 
Alfonso  to  sue  for  peace.  The  king,  wear}'  oi  his 
protracted  labours,  readily  agreed  to  the  propositions 
of  the  infidels,  and  preliminary  conditions  were  exe- 
cuted. A  truce  was  settled  for  ten  years,  the  King 
of  Granada  paying  a  tribute  of  12,000  doubloons 
annually  during  that  pci  iud,  and  acknowledging  him- 
self a  vassal  of  Castile.   Algeciras  was  surrendered  to 
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the  Christians,  the  garrison  was  set  at  liberty,  and  their 
property  protected* 

On  the  27th  of  March,  1344,  the  ratifications  of 
the  treaty  having  been  exchanged,  Alfonso  entered 
the  city.  His  standard  was  hoisted  on  the  walls,  and 
the  celebrated  siege  of  Algeciras,  which  had  continued 
for  twenty  months,  was  at  an  end. 

Rve  years  of  the  truce  had  scarcely  expired  before 
Alfonso,  wearied  with  a  life  of  inactivity,  and  unable 
to  restrain  his  military  inclinations,  made  known  to 
the  Cortes  his  intention  of  again  laying  siege  to  Gib- 
raltar. The  moment  was  especially  favourable  to  the 
enterprise,  for  his  old  enemy,  Abu-l-Hassan,  was 
engaged  in  a  contest  with  his  rebellious  son  for  the 
recovery  of  Tez ;  and  the  King  of  Granada,  availing 
himself  of  the  opportunity,  was  occupied  in  attacking 
the  possessions  of  Abu-1-Hassan«  and  basiling  Bon- 

da  aiul  MarbcUa. 

Since  the  siege  of  Algeciras  the  population  of 
Gibraltar  had  considerably  increased,  great  numbers 
of  Moors  who  were  compelled  to  leave  the  former  city 
when  it  was  surrendered  having  migrated  to  the 
llock,  glad  to  avail  themselves  of  a  stronghold  pre- 
senting such  facilities  for  a  fiight  to  Africa  in  case  of 
necessity.  The  fortifications  and  defences  had  during 
the  last  fiew  years  been  considerably  increased  and 
atengthened;*  the  walls  had  been  repaired,  a  citadel 
built,  and  magazines  erected. 

*  No  Booner  bad  Abu-l-Hiasaat  reduced  GihmltBr  under 
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la  August,  1349,  Alfonso  appeared  before  the 
place  with  his  anny»  and  having  previously  burnt  and 
laid  waste  the  crops  and  gardens  in  the  vicinity,  sat 
down  before  it*  The  attack^  which  was  not  long 
delayed,  commenced  with  great  fury,  every  descrip- 
tion of  warlike  machine  being  employed  against  the 
walls. 

The  moment  appeared  to  have  arrived  when  the 
Christians  should  once  more  wave  their  victorious 
banners  from  the  heights  of  the  oft-disputed  prize. 
The  Moorish  force  was  comparatively  small,  while  the 
Christian  army  consisted  of  numerous  levies,  well  pn>« 
visioned  and  thoroughly  equipped.  The  rear  of  the  posi* 
tion,  whicli  on  former  occasions  had  been  continually 
assailed,  and  which  it  was  almost  impossible  to  protect, 
was  now  umuulested,  and  the  king  was  enabled  to 
occupy  his  whole  strength  in  pressing  on  the  siege. 
Unfortunately,  his  last  campaign  had  swallowed  up 
nearly  all  his  nionetaiy  resources,  and  now,  when 
victory  was  almost  in  his  grasp,  his  efforts  wero 
paral3rzed  by  the  want  of  means  to  pay  his  troops. 
But  the  man,  who  in  auother  moment  of  trial  and 
necessity  could  submit  even  his  crown  and  royal 
treasures  to  the  melters  to  extricate  himself  fioiu  the 
difficulty,  and  save  his  army  from  disaster,,  was  not 

his  8wny,  than  lie  began  to  give  hiw  attention  to  repairing  its 
builtliiit^s,  iniTeaainp  its  fnrtifi cation h,  speiuiini:  innnense  Ruins 
of  money  in  building  houiies  and  niatrazines,  an  well  as  a  yami 
or  principal  niORqne,  and  erecting  new  towers,  ftnd  even  a 
citad/eL — Uajraugos,  vol  ii* 
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now  likely  to  be  deteired  by  any  sacrifice  from  pro* 
curing  means  to  insure  success.  Gibraltar  was  of 
iar  more  value  to  him  than  the  greater  part  of  lua 
dominions,  and  it  was  with  little  regret  that  he 
formed  the  resolution  to  obtain  %\  hat  he  so  earnestly 
lequiied  by  the  sale  of  a  portion  of  his  territory.  On 
the  10th  of  January  he  handed  over  to  Don  Perez  de 
Guzman,  the  Count  of  Niebla,  for  the  sum  of  180,000 
maiavadies,  the  villages  of  Villa  Alba  and  Palnia» 
with  all  the  rights,  jurisdictions,  and  powers  he  pos- 
sessed therein.  With  the  means  thus  obtained^  and 
with  the  timely  reinforcement  of  ten  galleys  from  the 
King  of  Aragon,  he  was  enabled  to  continue  the 
fiiege. 

Finding,  however,  tlmt  it  would  be  impossible  to 
take  the  place  by  assault,  Alfonso  prepared  to  turn  the 
siege  into  a  blockade,  and  to  starve  out  the  garrison. 
With  this  intention  he  collected  all  his  forces  on  the 
isthmus  (north  front),  where  the  gardens  and  cemetery 
were  situated.  Here  he  pitched  his  camp,  consisting 
of  commodious  tents,  some  richly  furnished  for  the 
aooommodation  of  the  women  and  distinguished  per* 
sous  of  his  retinue.  The  month  of  February,  1350, 
arrived,  and  still  the  besieged  held  out.  At  this  time 
there  appeared  in  the  camp  that  terrible  plague  which 
had  already  devastated  Europe,  and  to  which  the  Kings 
of  Leon  and  Estremadura  had  recently  fallen  victims. 

Terrified  by  the  weU-kuown  horrors  of  this  dread- 
ful pestilence,  the  generals  and  nobles  were  paralyzed 
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with  fear.  Alfonso  alone  remained  calm.  In  vain 
he  was  urged  by  every  entreaty  to  raise  the  siege,  and 
escape  with  his  anny  from  certaiu  death.  la  vain 
were  the  prayers  of  the  women  and  supplications  of 
his  council ;  his  reply  was  chaiacleristic  of  his  un- 
daunted mind.  Drawing  his  sword  and  thrusting 
himself  through  the  crowd  of  suppliants  that  thronged 
his  door,  he  swore  never  to  move  from  the  liuuu 
of  his  tent  till  Gibraltar  was  in  possession  of  the 
Christians.  But  his  valour  caused  his  death.  On 
the  26th  of  March»  1350,  he  was  seized  with  the 
plague  and  died,  in  the  thirty-eighth  year  of  his  age, 
and  the  twenty-seventh  of  his  great  and  glorious 
reign.  His  death  spread  grief  through  every  Chris- 
tian land.  His  many  victories,  his  desperately  con- 
tested  sieges,  his  renown,  not  only  as  a  warrior  but 
as  a  wise  and  successful  ruler,  had  rendered  his  name 
famous  throughout  Europe :  and  not  only  did  the 
Christians  honour  his  Tirtues  and  his  valour;  Yussef 
and  his  followers,  together  with  bis  whole  court,  ap- 
])cared  in  mourning  for  their  illustrious  foe,  and  many 
of  the  Hoors  went  unarmed  to  the  camp  to  attend 
the  funeral  ceremony. 

Sad  and  disheartened,  the  army  prepared  to  return 
to  Seville,  carrying  with  them  the  corpse  of  their 
beloved  leader.  Thti  King  of  Granada,  who  by  this 
time  had  reached  the  banks  of  the  Guadiaro  with  a 
force  intended  for  the  relief  of  Gibraltar,  issued 
stringent  orders  that  under  no  pretence  whatever 
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sboold  the  Christian  anuy  be  molested  on  its  melan- 
cholv  march. 

The  body  of  the  deceased  iiionaich  was  taken,  in 
the  first  instance,  to  the  chapel  of  the  Kings  at 
Seville,  where  it  remained  until  it  was  interred  in  the 
tomb  at  Cordova,  by  the  side  of  the  corpse  of  the 
Idng's  father. 

Alfonso  was  succeeded  by  Don  Pedro,  wiio  was 
prochumed  King  of  Castile  and  Leon.* 

Gibraltar  continued  in  possession  of  the  Kings  of 
Morocco ;  and  after  the  death  of  Abu-l-Hassan,  his 
BOD,  who  succeeded  him,  appointed  Isa-ben-Al-Hassan 
governor  of  the  fortress.  This  \^'ali  had  no  sooner 
taken  up  his  command  than  he  proclaimed  himself 
King  of  Gibraltar.  His  conduct,  however,  was  so 
tyrannical  that  a  rebellion  was  excited  against  him, 
and  he  was  compelled  to  take  refuge  in  the  castle 
with  his  son,  who  was  more  hated  than  himself.  Un- 
able to  protect  themselves,  they  were  seized  by  the 
rebds  and  transported,  loaded  with  chains,  to  Ceuta, 
where  they  both  died,  after  being  put  to  dreadful 
turtum.  In  1354  Yussef,  King  of  Granada,  the  old 
nod  valiant  opponent  of  Alfonso,  was  assassinated  by 

•  Kinc:  Alfonso  ia  thus  described  in  Condo :  "  He  was  of 
the  middle  height,  but  of  well-j)roportioned  fi<;urc  and  of  dig- 
nified appeaninee.  His  compk'.vion  was  red  aud  white  ;  hia 
cyet  Ha4  a  tinge  of  g^reen,  with  a  grave  and  serioua  express 
■on.  He  WW  of  robust  penon,  slrong,  and  of  a  healthy  con- 
stitatioD;  veiy  elegiat  and  giaoeiul  in  numner;  resolute, 
Inmn^  oobie^  and  siiieere." 
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a  mad-mau  while  at  prayers  in  the  mosque  of  his 
palace. 

His  death  is  thus  described  by  the  Arabian  au- 
thorities :  **  As  Abu-l-Uejaj  was  performing  the  last 
prostration  of  his  prayer,  a  mad-man  rushed  upon 
him  and  wouudcd  hun  with  his  yataghan.  The  as* 
sassin  was  immediately  secured.  The  Sultan,  who 
had  been  mortally  wounded,  inailc  some  signs  as  if  he 
wished  to  speak,  but  aiter  uttehng  a  few  unintel- 
ligible words  he  was  carried  senseless  to  his  palace, 
where  he  died  shortly  after  his  ariival.  The  assassin 
in  the  mean  time  was  given  up  to  the  infuriated  mob, 
who  murdered  him  and  burned  his  body.  Abu-l-Hc jaj 
was  interred  on  the  evening  of  Sunday  within  the 
Alhambra.-  He  left  three  sons;  Mohammed,  who 
succeeded  him,  Ismail,  and  Kays." 

Yussef  was  one  of  the  most  enlightened  sovereigns 
of  the  Nasserite  dynasty.  In  his  days  justice  was 
administered  with  an  even  hand;  literature  and  science 
flourished,  and  public  order  prevailed.  It  would  be 
impossible  to  enuiutiate  all  the  benefits  which  tins 
great  man  bestowed  upon  his  country.  The  practice 
of  religion  was  improved,  many  abuses  were  abol- 
ished, a  system  of  police  instituted,  and  the  laws 
revised.  Finally,  it  is  to  him  we  owe  some  of 
the  most  splendid  architectural  monuments  in 
Granada.* 

He  was  succeeded  by  his  son  Mohammed  V. 
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Tiiis  unfortunate  prince  soon  fell  a  victim  to  the 
jeabusy  of  his  brother  Ismail's  mother. 

Mohammed  had  scarcely  reigned  five  years/' 
.says  the  historian  Ibnu-Khalduii,  "when  a  half 
brother  of  his,  named  Ismail^  assisted  by  another 
of  his  relatives,  revolted  in  Granada ;  and  taking  ad- 
vantage of  the  absence  oi  the  Sultan,  who  was  then 
residing  at  a  comitry  place  out  of  the  Alhambra, 
pealed  at  night  the  walls  of  that  fortress,  and  made 
himself  master  of  it,  after  patting  to  death  the  Vizir 
of  Mohammed.  This  took  place  on  the  23rd  of 
August,  1359,  and  on  the  following  day  Ismail  Aba-1- 
Walid  was  proclaimed  by  the  troops  and  citizens. 
The  dethroned  Sultan  escaped  to  Guadix,  where  he 
established  his  authority." 

Though  we  have  no  authentic  records,  it  is  prob* 
able  that  during  these  years  Gibraltar  was  in  posses- 
sion of  the  kings  of  Granada.  The  first  act  of  Ismail 
was  to  send  an  embassy  to  tlic  King  of  Castile  with 
offers  to  renew  the  treaty  of  peace  then  existing 
between  the  two  countries;  Don  Pedro,  happening 
then  to  be  at  war  with  the  people  of  Barcelona,  readily 
assented  to  the  proposition.  Ismail,  however,  did 
not  long  enjoy  his  power.  Within  six  months  after 
he  had  been  proclaimed  he  was  assassinated,  together 
with  his  brother  Kays,  ])}  directions  of  the  very  man 
who  had  raised  him  to  the  tliroue  (a.  d.  1360).  Abu- 
Abdillah,  Mohammed  VL,  the  murderer  of  Ismail, 
was  declared  king,  and  reigned  for  about  two  years, 
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when  he  was  put  to  death  in  cold  blood  by  the  hand 
of  Don  PediohiiiiBelf^  while  on  avisit  to  that  monarch 

at  Seville.* 

We  must  turn  for  a  moment  to  Mohammed  V., 

who,  after  he  had  been  deposed  by  Ismail,  passed 
over  to  A£rica>  embarking  at  Marbeila»  and  landing  at 
Ceuta  in  1S59.  From  thence  he  went  to  Fez»  where 
he  was  received  with  welcome  by  the  king. 

On  the  29th  of  August,  1361,  he  returned  to 
Andalus,  remaimng  at  Guadix,  whose  inhabitants  had 
remamed  laithful  to  him  during  his  absence. 

He  no  sooner  received  intelligence  of  the  death  of 
Abu-Abdillah,  than  he  set  out  iur  Gniuadu  with  the 
intention  of  redaiming  his  dominions*  The  contempt- 
ible mob  who  a  few  years  since  had  shouted  over  his 
downfal  and  applauded  the  usurper,  now  greeted  him 
with  acclamation.  On  the  6th  April,  1862,  he  made 
his  triumphal  entry  into  Granada,  and  was  once 
more  proclaimed  king.  Aware  of  the  value  of  an 
alliance  with  Castfle,  and  being  in  fear  of  the  ruthless 
monarch  who  could  with  his  own  hand  assassinate  an 
unsuspecting  guest,  he  sent  Pedro,  in  return  for  the 
head  of  Abu-Abdillali,  presents  of  horses  richly  capa* 
risonedt  scimitars  set  with  precious  stones,  and  all 
the  unransomed  Christian  prisoners  in  his  kingdom. 

In  1369,  Don  Pedro,  having  been  defeated  at  the 

*  Abu-Abdillah  U  referred  to  by  Contle  and  otheiB  as  Aba- 
8aifl»  but  1  have  followed  the  mding  of  Qayangoa,  as  more 
probably  conect. 
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battle  of  Montiel,  fell  a  victim  to  aasassinatioiiyadeath 

not  unfitted  to  his  atrocious  character.  The  Count 
of  Transtamara  seized  the  throne,  assuming  the  title  of 
Henry  IT.  At  fint  Mohammed  lefosed  to  agree  to 
auy  overtures  for  peace  with  the  new  king;  he  de- 
clared war  against  him,  and  collected  an  amy  and 
marched  against  Algeciras,  which  he  found  totally 
unprotected.  Knowing  that  he  would  be  unable  to 
retain  possession  of  the  city  if  he  occupied  it,  he 
resolved  to  destroy  it.  This  he  did  most  effectually, 
bnmmg  and  demolishing  the  walls,  with  every  house 
and  building  in  the  place ;  and  to  such  a  miserable 
condition  was  this  once  celebrated  city  reduced  that 
it  became  in  future  only  the  habitation  of  a  few  miser- 
able  lishermen.  After  the  destruction  of  Algeciras, 
1370,  a  peace  was  concluded  between  Heniy  and  the 
King  of  Gnmada,  which  continued  till  the  death  of 
the  latter  in  1390  or  1391. 

In  1379  Henry  of  Castile  died  suddenly  at  a 

banquet,  and  was  succeeded  by  John  I.,  wlio  died  in 

1390,  and  was  in  his  turn  succeeded  by  Henry  HL, 
then  eleven  years  oId«  It  was  at  this  time  that  Mo- 
hammed V.  expired,  and  the  throne  oi  Granada  was 
eeised  by  his  younger  son,  the  elder  Yussuf-ben-Yus- 

suf  being  iui prisoned  in  the  fortress  of  Salobrena. 
Lnmediateiy  after  his  accession  a  peace  was  renewed 
with  the  Christians.  However  willing  the  two  mon- 
archs  may  have  been  to  avoid  hostilities,  their  unruly 
aabjecto  provoked  such  constant  qnarrels  that  the 
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pmerratioD  of  peace  was  hopeless.   In  1405,  iht 

^loliaimncdaiis  attacked  and  took  Ayamontc,  and  in 
the  following  year  a  battle  was  fought  on  the 
.Gnadiaia,  which  ended  in  the  defeat  of  the  Christian 
army.  Several  minor  engagements  occurred  with 
Varied  results,  mit3»  in  1407»  Fernando,  regent  of 
Castile,  turned  success  in  favour  of  the  Christians, 
and  rc-took  Ayamonte  with  several  other  fortresses. 
Tired  of  these  harassing  campaigns,  both  monarchs 
agreed  to  a  tnice,  and  Mohaiiiiiied  returned  to  Grana- 
da. Ue  had  scarcely  arrived  there  when  he  was 
seized  with  a  mortal  illness.  Fearful,  even  in  deaths 
that  his  brother  who  was  in  exile  would  succeed  him, 
lie  wrote  the  Alcalde  of  Salobrena  the  following  letter: 

"Alcalde  of  Salobrena,  my  servant,  as  soon  as 
Ahmed-ben-Xarac,  oiticer  of  my  Guards,  shall  deliver 
ihee  this  writing,  thou  wilt  put  to  death  the  Cid 
Yusscf,  my  brother,  and  send  his  head  by  the  same 
messenger.   I  rely  on  thy  zeal  to  serve  me/'* 

Arrived  at  Salobrena^t  Ahmed  found  Yussef  play- 
ing at  chess  with  the  Alcalde.  Perceiving  the  troubled 
looks  of  the  messenger,  the  prince  rose  and  demanded 
the  object  of  his  mission.  In  reply  he  showed  the 
letter  of  Mohammed.  The  prince  cahnly  read  the  fatal 
words,  and  asked  a  few  minutes*  respite  to  bid  farewell 
to  his  family.  This  was  refused.  "  At  least  then," 
said  he,  ''give  me  time  to  finish  my  game  with 

•  Idurdnor,  Condo,  and  Mo&tero. 
t  Or  XAlubanis.  ' 
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Vith  the  Alcalde,  and  perhaps  I  shall  lose  that  as  well 
as  my  head/*  Yossef  resumed  his  seat  with  the 
greatest  composure,  and  more  thau  once  corrected 
the  tenrified  Alcalde  for  the  carelessness  with  which 
he  moved  the  pieces.  The  game  was  just  concluded 
when  a  moimted  messenger  appeared  at.  the  gat^  to 
annomice  the  death  of  the  King  of  Granada^  and  the 
accession  of  Yussef  III.,  a.  d.  1408. 

Released  by  the  sudden  death  of  his  brother 
frum  his  protracted  iiiiprisonrncnt  and  threatened 
assassination,  the  king  repaired  to  Granada  to  enter 
upon  his  government.  Subjected  as  he  had  been  to 
adversity  and  privation,  he  appreciated  the  value  of 
peace,  and  with  the  view  of  renewing  the  truce  with 
Castile,  he  sent  an  embassy  to  Don  Fernando  with 
proposals  for  a  truce.  The  despotic  conduct  of  the 
tyrants  who  ruled  in  the  fortress  of  Gibraltar  had  long 
ianned  the  smothered  embers  of  rebellion  among  the 
pec^le.  In  1411,  unable  any  longer  to  endure  their 
sufferings,  the  inhabitants  sent  to  the  King  of  Mo- 
rocco and  implored  his  protection,  offermg  at  the  same 
time  to  deliver  up  the  city  to  him  and  to  become  his 
vassals.  The  kuig,  well  aware  of  the  value  of  Gibral- 
tar, gladly  accepted  the  offer,  and  inunediately  set  out 
with  his  army  to  take  possession.  When  he  appeared 
at  the  entrance  of  the  fortress,  the  gates  were  opened 
by  the  people,  and  the  city  was  occupied  without  a 
struggle. 
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YuBsef  no  sooner  heard  of  the  oocnpatioii  of  Gib*^ 
mltar  by  the  African  Moors  than  he  inarched  to 

retake  it.  He  soon  after  invested  it,  and,  after  a 
short  siege,  recovered  possession  of  the  place,  irhich 

remained  attached  to  tlie  kujgdom  oi  (jinoiadii  for 
many  subsequent  years. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

SEVENTH  SIEGX. 

During  several  years  Gibraltar  remained  in  the 
undisturbed  possession  of  the  kings  of  Granada; 
until  the  lawless  conduct  of  the  Moors,  who,  imder 
protection  of  its  lortilications,  made  continual  incur- 
sions  into  the  oonntry,  pillaging  and  destroying  the 
property  of  the  inhabitants,  aroused  the  aiigcr  of  Don 
Heniy  de  Guzman,  second  Count  of  Niebla,  who  pos- 
sessed extenrire  estates  in  the  neighbourhood. 

Thi>  Tmbleman  had  sufil  ird  great  losses  at  the 
hands  of  the  marauders,  who  by  their  frequent  ravages 
almost  put  an  end  to  the  extensive  and  prnduetivt; 
tunny  fisheries  established  on  the  coast.  Determined 
to  crush  these  systematic  depredations,  and  actuated, 
no  doubt,  by  a  desire  to  imitate  the  glory  of  his 
grandfather,  Guzman  the  Good,  the  first  Christian 
conqueror  of  Gibraltar,  the  Count  resolved  to  besiege 
the  city.  In  1436,  he  collected  a  numerous  and 
powerful  army,  which  counted  among  its  chiefe  many 
knights  from  Cordova,  Ecija,  and  Xcrcs.  These 
noUea  brought  with  them  troops,  vessels,  and  pro- 
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yisioDs,  which  greatly  increased  the  eihciency  of  the 
expedition.  A  number  of  armed  vessels  were  also 
got  ready  iu  the  huibour  of  Saiilucar,  the  whole  pre- 
parations being  conducted  with  the  utmost  secrecy. 
Everything  being  arranged,  the  command  of  the  army, 
which  numbered  2000  cavalry  and  many  conipaiiies 
of  infantry*  was  bestowed  upon  Bon  Juan  de  Niebla» 

the  Count's  eldest  son.  Under  his  orders  tlie  expe- 
dition set  sail  irorn  J3onanza  and  arrived  in  safety 
before  Gibraltar.  In  spite  of  the  extent  and  import- 
ance of  the  ofifeusive  armamcut^  the  Count  had 
imagined  that  the  garrison  was  not  aware  of  his 
hostile  intentions,  and  he  therefore  planned  his 
attack  on  the  basis  of  a  surprise.  It  was  proposed 
that  one  portion  of  the  army  should  eflEect  a  landmg 
on  the  Red  Sands  at  the  foot  of  tlic  western  face  of 
the  Rock,  and  instantly  seize  upon  the  city,  while 
another  division  attacked  and  occupied  the  heights 
and  castle  from  the  north  front.  But  the  Moors 
were  not  tmprepared  as  De  Guzman  supposed. 
Timely  notice  had  been  given  them  of  the  intended 
assault,  and  both  supplies  and  reinforcements  had  been 
sent  ihem  from  Africa  and  Granada ;  the  landing  at 
the  Red  Sands  had  been  rendered  almost  mi  possible 
by  extensive  fortifications  in  rear,  and  the  whole  fort- 
ress had  been  put  in  a  complete  state  of  defence. 
The  Count,  unaware  of  the  dithculties  opposed  to 
him,  persisted  in  his  origmal  plan  of  attack,  and  led 
the  storming  party  against  the  city  iu  person.  The 
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troops»  having  reached  the  sands  in  anned  fow-lx^ts, 

were  permitted  to  disembark  without  opposition,  the 
enemy  being  conscious  of  the  futility  of  any  attack  at 
that  point. 

The  place  of  landing  was  upon  a  narrow  strip  of 
sand  washed  by  the  sea,  and  faced  by  a  high.wall  of 
stone.  On  to  this  small  space  the  besiegers  crowded, 
and  the  boats  which  had  conveyed  them  thither  re- 
tamed  to  the  fleet.  This  was  an  error  fiEital  to  the 
expedition,  and  followed  by  a  raelancholy  disaster. 

When  the  assaihints  attempted  to  advance  and 
scale  the  walls,  the  Moors  crowded  upon  the  ram- 
parts, and  hurled  every  kind  of  missile  upon  the 
helpless  crowd  beneath.  Hundreds  fell,  struck  down 
by  the  showers  of  stones  and  arrows.  The  mass 
became  disorganized,  and  resistance  was  vain«  The 
tide,  which  when  they  landed  was  on  the  rise,  had 
gradually  surrounded  the  spot  on  which  they  stood, 
and  the  waves  abeady  washed  theur  feet.   To  retneat 

wiis  impassible  ;  and  their  prayers  and  entreaties  for 
mercy  were  answered  only  by  shouts  of  derision 
from  the  infidels,  who  crowded  on  the  walls.  The 
attention  of  De  Guzman,  who  was  on  board  his 
ship  snperintendmg  the  artillery*  of  the  fleet,,  was 
speedily  called  to  the  terrible  position  oi  liis  men  on 
shore. 

Orders  were  given,  though  too  late,  for  all  the 

*  Tikis  was  the  fliist  mefgd  in  which  artOleiy  was  nsed 
agamst  Oibrsltar. 
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boats  of  the  squadron  to  go  to  their  assistanoe,  the 
Count  himself  hastening  to  the  rescue.  By  this  time 
many  of  the  miserable  creatures  had  sunk  to  rise  uo 
mm,  and  the  waves  were  fast  overooiping  the  ex- 
hausted strength  of  the  few  that  remained.  The 
boat  in  which  De  Ouzman  was  soon  reached  the 
spot  where  the  drowning  men  were  strug^ing  with 
the  waves,  and  her  crew  haviug  rescued  as  many  as 
she  was  able  to  hold»  pushed  off  again  to  the  fleet. 
They  hml  proceeded  but  a  few  strokes  when  the 
Count  heard  the  voice  of  an  old  and  valued  friend 
ealUng  upon  him  in  the  agonies  of  death  to  return  and 
save  him.  De  Guzman,  who  was  as  humane  as  he  was 
brave,  steered  the  boat  towards  the  drowning  man,  in 
spite  of  the  remonstrances  of  the  crew,  who  saw  the 
danger.  Scarcely  had  they  reached  him,  and  dragged 
him  over  the  side  in  safety,  when  the  gunwales  of  the 
boat  were  seized  by  a  crowd  of  drowning  wretches 
maddened  with  despair.  Already  overloaded,  the 
small  craft  capsized  and  sunk,  cany  ing  with  her  the 
Count  of  JNiebla  and  upwards  of  forty  noblemen  of 
Spain* 

In  the  mean  tune,  the  attack  from  the  north  front 
had  met  with  no  success,  and  Don  Juan  de  Guzman, 
observing  that  all  efforts  against  the  fortress  from  the 
laud  side  would  be  useless,  was  preparing  to  go  to 
the  assistance  of  his  iisther,  when  die  news  of  the 
Ck^unt's  deatli  and  the  disasters  attending  the  attack 
by  sea  reached  him*   Overcome  by  this  inteUigence, 
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and  finding  that  the  troops  were  despairing  and  dis- 
heartened, he  gave  the  order  for  retreat,  and  the 
expedition  retired  to  Vejer^  while  the  fleet  sailed  for 
Sm  Lncar. 

The  body  of  the  unfortunate  Guzman  was  found 
and  leoognissed  by  the  Moors,  who,  in  spite  of  every 
entr^ty  and  the  offers  of  large  sums  of  money,  re- 
fused  to  restore  it  to  the  Count's  son,  Don  Juan*  It 
was  placed  in  a  coffin  and  suspended  bom  one  of  the 
turrets  of  the  castle,  where  it  remained  until  the  city 
was  finally  captured  by  the  Christians  in  1462.* 

The  failure  of  this  siege  is  not  surprising  when  we 
consider  the  careless  manner  in  which  the  attack  was 
ananged,  and  the  unprepared  state  of  the  expedition. 
The  idea  was  to  capture  the  place  by  surprise  and 
sadden  assault  Both  the  army  and  fleet  were,  there- 
fore, organized  under  all  the  difficulties  and  disad- 
vantages of  secrecy,  and  no  information  could  be 
gained  as  to  the  strength  and  position  of  the  defences 
by  means  of  reconnoissances,  without  alaiming  the 
enemy*  The  old  system  of  attack  by  landing  on  the 
Red  Sands  was  insisted  upon,  under  the  impression 
that  the  defences  at  that  point  were  as  weak  as  they 
were  100  years  before,  when  Alfonso's  troops  found 
no  dilticulty  in  gaining  possession  of  the  heights* 

For  a  few  years  the  incessant  contests  between  the 
Hoora  and  Christians,  which  had  devastated  south- 

*  This  was  a  oommon  practice  with  the  Hoon  when  they 
gained  poaseesionqf  the  bo^  of  any  chief  of  the  enemy* 
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em  Spain,  were  suspended*  But  the  enjoyment  of 
tranquillity  was  of  short  duration.    In  1464,  Juan  IL 

of  Castile  died,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  son  Henry 
IV.,  sumamed  the  Impotent/'  a  distinction  which  he 
appears  most  undoubtedly  to  have  deserved.  At  this 
time  Mohammed  X*  was  on  the  throne  of  Gianada. 

Anxious  to  preaerre  the  trace  which  had  existed 
for  the  last  few  years,  he  sent  an  embassy  with 
presents  to  the  new  king,  and  solicited  a  renewal  of 
former  treaties.  The  disposition  of  Henrv',  however, 
did  not  accord  with  the  proposals  of  Mohammed, 
and  the  offer  was  k  jc  cted.  As  a  reply  to  the  overtures 
for  peace,  an  army  of  30,000  men,  headed  by  the 
king  himself,  entered  the  Moorish  dominions,  devas* 
tating  and  destroying  everything  in  their  path.  For* 
tuuately  for  the  Moslems  Henry  s  character  wa^;  Tiot 
that  of  a  courageous  prince,  and  the  operations  of  the 
aiiuy  were  strictly  confined  to  ravaging  the  country. 
These  marauding  incursions  into  the  kingdom  of 
Oranada  were  again  repeated  in  1456-7,  during 
which  time  the  Christians  took  possession  of  Ximena, 
Antequera,  and  Estepona.  After  various  endeavours 
to  obtain  a  truce,  an  arrangLinciit  was  made  for  the 
cessation  of  hostilities,  by  which  Mohammed  consent- 
ed to.  become  a  fief  of  Castile,  and  to  pay  an  annual 
tribute  of  12,000  pistoies  of  gold.  In  spite  of  this 
covenant,  however,  it  became  evident  that  the  deadly 
and  hereditary  hate  which  existed  between  the  infidel 
and  fikQ  Christian  population  was  a  bar  to  the 
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coDtinuauce  of  tranquillity.  Petty  strifes  aud  cod- 
tests  iBged  all  along  the  frontier,  until  in  1462, 
an  opportunity  favourable  to  the  enterprise  having 
unexpectedly  presented  itself^  Gibraltar  was  again 
besieged. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

EIGHTH  8IB0S  OP  GIBIULTAll. 

Tu£  crescent  of  the  MoBlems,  which  for  so  luauy 
yean  had  shcme  over  Spain  with  the  lustre  of  victory 
aud  success,  had  loug  given  indications  of  its  depart- 
u^g  glory*  The  Moorish  dynasty,  which  during  750 
years  had  supplanted  Christianity,  and  instituted 
an  era  of  war  with  all  its  horrors,  had  begun  to 
show  symptoms  of  decay,  and  was  now  rapidly 
drifting  to  its  final  dissolution.  The  King  of  (ira- 
nada  had  already  lost  the  greater  portion  of  his 
dominions,  and  his  fimtiers  were  confined  within 
narrow  boundaries. 

The  fortress  of  Gibraltar,  under  whose  walls  so 
mxich  gaUant  blood  had  flowed,  and  in  whose  defence 
such  feats  of  chivalry  had  been  exhibited,  was  so 
miserably  garrisoned  and  provisioned  that  it  offered 
itself  as  a  prey  to  the  ever- watchful  enemy. 

In  the  month  of  August,  1462,  a  Moor,  named 
Ali-el-Curro,  who  had  been  converted  to  Christianity, 
made  his  escape  from  the  fiock  and  fled  to  Tahfa, 


Digitized  by  Google 


DEFENCELESS  CONDITIOx>i  OF  GIBRALTAR.  6S 

where  he  presented  himself  before  the  Alcaide^  Alonzo 
de  Arcos.  To  him  he  represented^  with  every  appear- 
auce  of  siucerity,  and  with  great  minuteness^  the 
condition  of  the  garrison  and  the  weakness  of  its  le^ 
sources.  Convinced  by  the  man's  manner  and  protest- 
ations of  fidelity  that  his  story  was  true,  the  Alcaide^ 
unwilling  to  lose  so  favourable  an  opportnnity  of 
gaining  military  renown^  resolved  to  attack  the  place 
without  delay. 

Having  left  a  small  body  of  his  troops  for  the 
defence  of  Tarifa  during  his  absence,  he  set  out  wltli 
80  horsemen  and  120  foot-soldiers,  guided  by  Ali-el- 
Curro,  and  arrived  before  Gibraltar  the  same  night. 
Meditating  an  assault  upon  the  fortress  at  break  of 
day,  the  party  concealed  themselves  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  Rock.  In  the  morning,  however,  three  soldiers 
of  the  garrison  were  captured  on  guard  outside  the 
walls,  and  from  these  men,  by  means  of  torture,  the 
Alcalde  extracted  such  important  information  that  he 
deemed  it  expedient  to  delay  the  assault,  and  to  send 
to  the  districts  of  Xeres,  Medina-Sidonia,  to  the 
Count  of  Arcos,  and  Don  Juan  de  Guzman,  inviting 

them  to  come  and  assist  at  tlic  capture  of  (Gibraltar. 

A  large  force  soon  began  to  arrive, — troops  from 
Castellar  and  Ximena,  towns  in  the  immediate  neigh** 
bourhood,  first  reaching  the  scene  of  action, — followed 
by  Gonzalo  de  Avila  with  a  large  body  of  infantry  and 
400  horse. 

But  Alonzo  de  Arcos  was 'too  impatient  ^f  attack 
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to  wait  until  all  these  leinforcemeuts  arrived;  con- 
trary to  advice  he  made  a  general  assault  upon  the 
city  and  castle,  with  the  assistance  only  of  the 
troops  firom  Ximena  and  Castellar,  The  strength 
of  his  forces,  however,  was  insufficient  for  the  enter- 
prise, and  the  project  Med.  The  Moors  valiantly 
repulsed  the  storming  parties,  and  the  troops  retired 
with  considerable  loss.  Disheartened  at  this  defeat, 
the  army  became  insubordinate  and  discontented.  A 
council  of  war  was  held  to  consider  upon  the  course 
to  be  pursued.  At  this  the  majority  of  tiic  chiefs 
were  in  favour  of  immediate  retreat,  in  spite  of  the 
remonstrances  of  the  Alcalde,  and  the  protestations 
of  the  Moor  "El  Curio."  In  the  midst  of  their 
deliberations,  and  just  when  the  siege  was  about  to 
be  abandoned,  a  deserter  from  the  gan  isou  made  his 
appearance  in  the  Christian  camp,  and  gave  such 
a  deplorable  description  of  the  losses  and  sufferings 
of  the  Moors  during  the  late  attack,  that  the  Alcalde, 
with  the  concunence  of  his  subordinates,  determined 
to  send  into  the  city  propositions  for  the  surrender  of 
the  place.  But  before  the  messenger  bearing  this 
proposal  had  left  the  camp,  emissaries  arrived  from 
the  garrison  to  make  overtures  for  peace.  They 
offered  to  surrender  the  Rock  on  certain  conditions, 
namely,  that  the  garrison  should  march  out  unharmed, 
taking  with  them  ail  the  goods  they  could  carr)'. 
Alonio  de  Arcos  received  the  emissaries  with  every 
courtesy;  but  as  the  besiegers  were  divided  into 
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several  parties^  each  oommaiided  by  independ^t 

chiefs  jealous  of  one  another,  it  was  impossible  to 
arrive  at  any  conclusion. 

A  reply  was  oonsequently  sent  to  the  emissaries, 
that  without  consulting  a  higher  authority,  these  pro- 
positions could  not  be  acceded  to*  The  negotiations 
were  in  this  position  when  Don  Rodrigo,  Ponce  de 
Leon,  son  o£  the  Count  of  Arcos,  accompanied  by  a 
body-guard  of  800  lancers,  arrived  in  the  camp. 
His  coming  was  hailed  with  satisfactioi],  and  the 
state  of  affiiirs  was  immediately  ,  made  known  to  him. 
The  arrival  of  this  chief  having  been  announced  to 
the  Moors,  another  emissary  in  the  person  of  Moham- 
med Kab,  their  leader,  presented  himself  to  Bodrigo, 
and  urged  upon  him  the  former  propositions  for  the 
surrender  of  the  city.  Bodrigo,  however,  declared 
his  inability  to  sign  any  treaty  until  he  had  consulted 
the  count  his  father  and  the  Duke  of  Medina-Si- 
donia,  who  at  that  time  had  not  reached  the  camp. 
Dissensions,  however,  arose  among  the  in<lc[)cndcnt 
chiefs,  which  hastened  the  necessity  of  takmg  posses- 
sion of  the  place  at  once. 

The  foundation  of  these  disputes  was  a  question  as 
to  who  had  the  right  to  receive  the  surrender  of  the 
fortress, — each  separate  chief  claiming  the  privilege, 
becing  that  the  disputes  would  be  endless,  and  that 
the  present  opportunity  was  favourable,  Don  Bx)drigo 
took  advantage  of  the  moment,  and,  without  waiting 
for  the  arrival  of  the  Duke  of  Medina-Sidonia,  or 
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oonsulting  the  other  leaden,  seized  saddenly  upon  the 
fortress. 

The  Moors,  uiiable  to  resist,  abandoned  the  town, 
bnt  intrenched  themsdlTes  in  the  castle,  and  prepared 
to  defend  their  position.  At  this  time  the  Duke  of 
Medina  arhved,  intending  to  accept  the  sunender  in 
his  name;  and  his  anger  was  great  when  he  found 
Rodrigo  akeady  estabUshed  in  the  citj.  A  violent 
dispute  arose  between  the  two  chiefs,  each  ehuming 
the  right  of  possession ;  bat  an  arrangement  was 
ultimately  arrived  at,  by  which  it  was  agreed  that 
both  should  enter  the  castle  at  the  same  time,  and 
hoist  their  standards  simultaneously.  Accordingly 
the  surrender  of  the  place  was  accepted,  and  on  the 
2(Hih  August,  1462,  after  a  comparatively  bloodless 
siege,  Gibraltar  reverted  to  the  douumonof  the  Chris- 
tians. 

The  success  of  this  siege,  and  the  important  event 
of  the  annexation  of  Gibraltar  to  Spain,  is  attribut* 
able  principally  to  Alonso  de  Aicos.  It  was  he  who 
originated  the  expedition,  procured  the  troops,  and 
animated  the  men  by  his  example  when  they  were 
disheartened  by  defeat.  His  services  were  not  forgot- 
ten by  the  nation,  and  he  was  afterwards  appointed 
chief  magistrate  of  Seville  by  the  king.  He  died 
in  1477,  and  was  buried  in  the  vaidt  of  the  Carthusian 
monastery  at  Seville.  On  his  tomb  was  engraved  the 
following  inscription : 
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"  Here  lies  intened  the  miich-honoiired  Alonso 

de  Arcos  of  Tarifa,  a\  ho  recovered  Gibraltar  from  the 
enemies  of  our  holy  faith.  He  departed  this  Ufe  in 
the  year  1477»  hanng  been  a  great  bene&ctor  to  this 
holy  house." 

Many  distinguished  soldiers  sprang  bom  this 
celebrated  man.  Amongst  others,  General  Alonzo 
de  Aicosy  who  defended  Cuba  against  the  English  in 
A.  D.  1747 ;  and  Don  Francisco  de  Aicos,  who  dis- 
tinguished himself  at  the  capture  of  Minorca. 

The  intelligence  of  the  glorious  success  and  sur- 
render of  the  already  worId*renowned  stronghold 
having  been  sent  to  the  king,  he  directed  the  Duke  of 
Medina*Sidonia  to  remain  in  possession  of  the  fortress. 
The  first  care  of  the  duke  was  to  jjiovide  an  honour- 
able burial  for  the  corpse  of  his  father,  De  Guzman, 
which  had  been  retained  by  the  Moors  after  the  last 
siege. 

Aware  of  the  value  of  Gibraltar,  Eang  Henry  did 

not  hesitate  to  annex  it  to  the  crown  of  Castile,  and, 
to  the  joy  of  the  nation,  this  act  was  pubUdy  an- 
nounced.  The  Duke  of  Medma-Sidonia,  however,  who 
from  the  moment  of  the  surrender  had  obstinately 
asserted  his  claim  to  the  possession  of  the  Bock, 
showed  an  inclination  to  resist  the  royal  decree.  The 
king,  who  in  this  instance  exhibited  more  fimmess 
than  usually  marked  his  public  acts,  took  every  pre* 
cuutiuu  to  repel  the  aggression  of  the  duke,  who,  per- 
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ceiving  that  resistance  wouid  be  vain,  and  imwilliiig  to 
enter  upon  an  unsuccessful  contest  with  his  sovereign, 
delivered  up  the  fortress. 

Like  his  predecessor,  Ferdinand  IV.,  the' first  care 
of  the  king  was  to  promote  the  increase  of  the  Chris- 
tian population  in  the  ci^  and  in  the  neighbouring 
district.  Pedro  de  Poms  was  appointed  Alcalde  of 
the  town,  and  a  royal  order  was  issued  declaring  the 
annexation  of  the  rained  city  and  the  district  of  Alge* 
ciras  to  the  territory  of  Gibraltar.  This  royal  order, 
dated  December  15, 1462,  declared,  that  as, by  the 
grace  and  assistance  of  God,  the  city  of  Gibrsltar  was 
taken  from  the  Moors,  enemies  of  our  holy  catholic 
faith,  and  is  now  belonging  to  me  and  my  royal 
crown,  and  as  the  city  guards  the  straits  so  that  there 
may  not  pass  to  the  king  or  kingdom  of  Granada 
assistance  in  men,  horses,  arms,  nor  provisions;  and 
as  the  said  city  has  but  few  iiihabitants,  and  that  to 
people  it  I  ought  to  bestow  grace  and  £avour  on  those 
who  choose  to  go  and  dwell  there,  and  remain  con* 
tinually  with  their  wives  and  families,  so  that  they 
may  be  the  more  disposed  to  serve  me,  and  defend 

and  protect  the  said  city  and  guard  the  straits ;  it  is 

therefore  by  my  favour,  **  Here  follows  the  list  of 

privileges  which  the  king  was  pleased  to  grant.  No 
sooner  was  this  important  annexation  announced  than 
the  measore  was  lecdived  with  considerable  dissatis- 
faction by  the  neighbouring  cities,  more  especially  by 
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the  authorities  of  Xeres,  who  complained  of  the  in- 
jastioe  of  the  act  No  disturbance,  however,  took 
place,  and  the  district  of  Algeciras  remained  couuected 
with  Gibraltar. 

In  1464,  King  Henry,  desirous  of  becoming  ac- 
quainted with  his  new  acquisitioD,  already  famous 
throughout  Europe,  set  out  from  Seville  to  visit  the 
fortress.  On  his  arrival,  hearing  that  Aloiizo  V.,  King 
of  Portugal,  was  at  Ceuta  returning  from  his  expedi- 
tion  against  Tangier,  he  sent  an  invitation  for  him  to 
come  to  Gibraltar.  The  king  accordingly  crossed 
over  and  was  received  with  great  cordiality. 

For  ei^t  days  the  two  monarchs  remained  to- 
gether hunting  in  the  mountains  of  Almoraima  not 
lar  from  the  Rock.  After  the  departure  of  Alonzo, 
Henry  em])Ioved  his  tiiuc  in  ariLinging  the  future 
government  of  the  city,  the  office  of  Alcalde  being 
transferred  from  Pedro  de  Porras  to  the  king's  favourite 
Beltran  de  la  Cueva»  and  the  heutenaucy  to  his  cousin 
Estevan  de  Villacreces,  appointments  which  gave 
fresh  cause  of  complaint  to  the  Duke  of  Medina,  who 
strongly  protested  against  them.  Prom  Gibraltar  the 
king  was  suddenly  recalled  to  his  capital  by  seditious 
outbreaks  in  his  dominions. 

For  a  long  time  he  had  been  troubled  with  con- 
spiracies and  even  open  rebellion  among  his  barons 
and  courtiers.  A  powerful  party  of  the  nobles  were 
intriguing  to  procure  the  proclamation  of  the  In&nte 
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Alfonso  as  Fiiuce  oS  Astahas  and  successor  to  the 
throne,  to  the  exclosion  of  the  In&nta  Juaaa  or  the 

**  Beltraneja^**  *  the  prcteuded  of^pring  of  the  king. 

Plot  upon  plot  was  prepared  to  carry  this  project 
into  eflbct,  until  eventually  Henry,  unable  to  stem  the 
torrent  of  opposition,  assented  to  the  propositions  of 
the  fiEUStion,  and  (a.  b.  1465)  declared  Alfonso  his  heir, 
thus  admitting  the  illegitimacy  of  J  nana.  At  the  same 
time  it  was  arranged  that  the  Infante  should  many 
the  Beltraneja. 

*  The  Infimta  was  reputed  to  be  the  daughter  of  Beltna 
de  Cuey%  the  king's  fiiTomita 
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DuRTiro  the  few  yem  that  Alfonso  lived,  the 

kiiigduiu  was  the  victim  of  deplorable  troubles ;  the 
two  iacticnu^  the  partixaiis  of  Henry  and  the  un- 
principled protectors  of  the  Infante,  were  ever  at  war, 
and  complete  anarchy  prevailed  throughout  Castile. 
An  government  was  abolished,  and  the  laws  of  the 
country  were  powerless ;  the  highways  were  seized  by 
bands  of  brigands ;  villages  and  towns  were  sacked 
by  rothkss  marauders,  and  the  inhabitants  were  com- 
pelled to  form  themselves  into  armed  bodies  for  the 
pnitectkm  of  thrir  lives  and  property. 

Taking  advantage  of  this  state  of  confusion,  the 
Duke  of  Medina  applied  to  the  ln£uite  Alfonso  for 
letters-patent,  granting  to  him  and  his  heirs  tor  ever 
the  city  of  Gibraltar,  with  its  castle,  fortihcatious,  and 
jmiadictums,  with  all  the  rights  and  privileges  apper- 
taining to  it.  This  docnment  he  snoceeded  in  obtain- 
ing, andnosooner  was  the  gift  and  settlement  decided, 
than  he  piepoied  to  take  possession  of  the  Rock  by 
force  if  necessary.    With  thii»  object  he  assembled  u 
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considerable  body  of  men,  fully  anued  and  equipped. 
At  this  time  Estevan  de  Villacieoes,  the  lieateDant- 
Grovernor,  was  iu  command  of  the  garrison. 

A  truce  having  been  recently  concluded  with  the 
Moors,  no  fear  was  entertained  by  Villacreoes  of  an 
attack  from  that  quarter,  and  the  idea  of  any  hostile 
movement  from  the  Christian  frontier  was  never 
contemplated.  "When  the  intentions  of  the  Duke, 
therefore,  were  made  known  to  Villacreces  he  was 
overwhebned  vrith  astonishment  Though  at  first 
unable  to  comprehend  such  audacity,  he  quickly  re- 
covered from  his  sorprise,  and  immediately  prepared 
to  defend  his  trust.  He  despatched  letters  entreating 
succour  both  to  the  king  and  to  his  relative  Don 
Beltran  de  la  Cueva»  informing  them  at  the  same  time 
of  the  impending  attack. 

The  king,  completely  occupied  by  revolutionary 
troubles,  was  unable  to  send  any  assistance,  but  issued 
an  order  desiring  the  inhabitants  of  the  neighbouring 
district  to  place  their  aid  at  the  disposal  of  the  Alcalde. 
Finding  that  the  strength  of  his  force  would  be  utterly 
inadequate  to  the  defence  oi  the  extensive  boundaries 
circling  the  city,  Villacreces  abandoned  the  town  and 
retired  to  the  castle. 

Arrived  before  the  Bock,  the  Duke  of  Medina- 
Sidonia  ordered  the  city  to  be  taken  possession  of,  a 
movement  which  was  effected  without  any  loss,  as  the 
royal  troops  offered  no  opposition.  He  then  began 
au  attack  upon  the  castle,  a.  i>.  14GG. 
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k'or  ten  months  the  besieged  held  out  with  heroic 
courage  (1467),  notwithstanding  the  repeated  attacks 
of  the  enemy  aud  the  scarcity  of  provisions.  Enraged 
at  the  obstinacy  of  the  defence^  and  resolved  to  con* 
quer,  the  Duke,  in  Febnuny,  1467,  sent  his  son,  Don 
Enrique  de  Guzman,  from  Seville  with  reinforcements 
of  men,  arms,  and  provisions.  Reanimated  by  these 
powerful  succours  the  besiegers  redoubled  their  efforts, 
and,  making  good  use  of  their  artillery,  several  breaches 
were  opened  in  the  walls,  and  the  castle  was  eventually 
taken  by  assault.  Villacreces,  who  even  in  this  ex- 
tremity remained  undismayed,  continued  to  dispute 
the  advance  of  the  enemy,  and  retired  with  his  men 
to  the  inner  tower  of  the  Calahorra,  where,  in  the  £Eice 
of  innumerable  difficulties  and  repeated  assaults,  he 
maintained  himself  for  five  mouths.  At  length  the 
besieged  were  reduced  to  the  most  terrible  privations. 
Grass  and  roots  were  their  only  food,  and  when  these 
were  consumed  they  had  recourse  to  their  shoes  and 
leath^  girdles.  His  men,  prostrate  with  despair, 
began  to  desert,  and  thus,  finding  himself  without 
a  bare  hope  of  success,  or  a  chance  of  relief,  this 
brave  man  delivered  up  (June,  1467)  the  fortress  to 
Don  Enrique  de  Guzmau,  after  a  most  memorable 
•  defence. 

In  1468,  the  Infante  Alfonso  died,  and  the  affairs 
of  King  Henry  assumed  for  a  moment  a  more  peaceful 
aspect. 

At  this  time  an  event  occurred  of  memorable  im- 
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portanoe  in  the  history  of  Spain,  and  a&cting  mate- 
rially the  final  expulsion  of  the  Moorish  dynasty. 

Juan  IT.  of  Aragon,  a  shrewd  and  intelligent 
monandi»  had  long  desired  to  connect  his  kingdom 

with  that  of  Ciistilc,  not  resorting  to  tlie  li;i/ard>  and 
miseries  of  conquest,  but  by  tiie  more  peaceful  policy 
of  a  matrimonial  alliance.  It  lequiied  no  remarkable 
sagacity  to  foresee  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from 
the  concentration  of  these  two  monarchies.  They 
spoke  the  same  language,  lived  mider  the  same  laws, 
sprung  from  the  same  race,  and  singly  were  unable 
to  lepel  the  aggressions  of  their  tnrbnlent  neighbours  ; 
wiiilu  together  they  would  form  a  powerful  and  mdu- 
ential  state. 

To  accomplish  this  miion,  which  was  destined  to 
open  a  fresh  a?ra  in  ihu  annals  of  Spain,  Juan  formally 
solicited  the  hand  of  Isabella  of  Castile  for  his  son 
Ferdinand,  King  of  Sicily. 

This  prince,  who  was  then  about  eighteen  years  of 
age,  was  endowed  with  a  judgment  and  talents  fitf 
be)  ond  hiii  years.  In  person  he  was  haudsomei  and 
his  fmae,  which  was  mnsenlar  and  well  piaprntumed, 
was  invigorated  by  the  toils  of  war  and  chivalrous 
exercises.  'Aware  of  the  advantages  which  Ferdinand 
possessed,  it  is  not  surprising  that  the  Infanta  was  . 
not  lui  willing  to  accept  the  propositions  of  King 
Juan. 

But  Henry  and  his  qneen,  jealous  of  the  powerinl 

support  which  the  cause  of  the  Inianta  would  receive 
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by  her  counection  with  Aragon,  offered  eveiy  ob- 
stacle to  letard  and  inteicept  the  piogiess  of  the  mar- 
riage  negotiations.  Already  they  had  other  projects 
in  contemplation  :  amongst  them,  the  marriage  of 
Isabella  with  Alfonso  of  Portugal,  or  the  Duke  do 
Berri ;  ailiiinces  not  imuaturally  distasteful  to  the 
Infanta,  finding,  however,  that  the  proposal  of  the 
King  of  Aragon  was  &vourably  received  by  Isabella, 
Henry  resorted  to  every  species  of  oppression  and 
persecution  to  prevent  the  marriage.  Harassed  by 
continued  ill  treatment,  sii])jLcted  to  the  observation 
of  spies,  and  virtually  imprisoned  in  Madrigal,  whither 
she  had  retired  pending  the  negotiations,  Isabella 
almost  wavered  iu  her  resolve,  and  was  on  the  point 
of  acceding  to  the  wishes  of  her  brother,  when  the 
Archbishop  of  Toledo  arrived  to  her  assistance,  both 
with  good  counsel  and  an  armed  force,  i^'rom  her 
perilooa  situation  in  Madrigal  she  was  removed  to 
Valladolid,  where  she  was  met  by  Ferdinand,  and  the 
nuptials  were  secretly  performed  without  interraption 
in  October,  a.  d.  1469. 

To  return  to  events  at  Gibraltar.  In  1468  the 
first  Duke  of  Medina^  third  Count  of  Niebla,  died, 
and  was  succeeded  by  liis  sou  Dun  Henrique. 

Anxious  to  secure  his  right  to  the  possession  of 
Gibraltar,  the  young  duke  solicited  from  King  Henry 
a  formal  acknowledgment  of  the  gift  of  the  city, 
fortress,  and  territory  to  him  and  his  heirs  for  ever. 
Unable  to  maintain  a  icfusai,  oii  tiie  3rd  June,  14G9, 
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the  king  issaed  a  Boyai  Decree,  declaring  the  duke 

and  his  heirs  to  hold  by  right  for  ever  Gibraltar,  with 
its  fortiications,  boundaries,  territory,  and  possessions. 
In  this  document  the  dechuation  of  the  gift  is  pre- 
faced by  a  lecapitulution  of  the  manifold  services  of 
the  house  of  De  Guzman.  **  Bearing  in  mind/'  it  says, 
**  how  Don  Enrique  de  Guzman  my  uncle,  Conde  de 
Niebla,  your  gmudiuther,  copying  the  fidelity  and 
ffood  intention  of  his  ancestors  and  descendants  of 
the  royal  rucc  from  which  he  sprang,  went  with  all 
his  knights  and  retainers  at  his  own  expense  to 
besiege  and  attack  the  city  of  Gibraltar,  then  held  by 
the  Moors,  to  redeem  it  to  the  faith  and  service  of  our 
Lord,  and  to  subject  it  to  my  royal  crown ;  how  that 
at  that  siege  there  fell  a  great  number  of  knights  and 
people  of  his  house,  and  that  he  himself  was  buried 
in  the  fortress  of  the  said  city ;  and  the  same  desire 
being  renewed  in  Don  Juan  de  Guzman  your  father, 
to  conquer  the  said  city,  he  finally  got  possession  and 
reduced  it  to  our  holy  faith  and  to  obedience  to  me, 
that  he  peopled  it,  fortified  it,  and  provided  it  with 
supplies  in  case  of  need. — All  of  which  being  taken 
iuto  consideration,  I  do  bestow 

No  sooner  was  the  maixiage  of  I'erdinand  and 
Isabella  announced  than  King  Henry  attempted  to 
secure  the  crowu  of  Castile,  if  possible,  to  the  Beltran- 
eja;  the  effect  of  this  scheme  was  a  dvil  war  of  the 
most  terrible  and  disastrous  character ;  all  govern- 
ment was  abolished,  the  barons  of  the  contending 
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fjBustions  made  war  indiscrinmiately  upon  one  another 
with  deadly  anunosily,  and  Castfle  was  again  plunged 
in  desolation. 

At  length,  in  the  year  1474>  death  terminated  the 
reign  of  Henry  IV.  and  put  an  end  to  the  troubles 
that  had  accompanied  his  rule.  His  character,  weak 
and  helpless  beyond  comprehension,  rendered  him  the 
tool  of  favourites  and  factions,  who  were  perhaps  more 
responsible  for  the  sad  events  of  his  reign  than  the 
feeble-minded  monarch  himself.  Spcjikinnr  of  the 
condition  of  Castile  at  the  period. of  the  king's  death, 
a  distiguished  historian  thus  sums  up  his  remarks : 

"  Dismembered  by  faction,  his  revenues  squandered 
on  worthless  parasites,  the  grossest  violations  of 
justice  unredressed,  public  faith  become  a  jest,  the 
treasury  bankrupt,  the  court  a  brothel,  and  private 
morals  too  loose  and  audacious  to  seek  even  the  veil 
of  hypocrisy  ;  never  had  the  fortunes  of  the  kingdom 
reached  so  low  an  ebb  since  the  great  Saracen 
mvasion.  * 

On  the  13th  December,  1474,  Isabella  was 
proclaimed  at  Segovia.  During  these  events  the 
Duke  of  Medina-Sidonia,  not  forirctful  of  the  iiu- 
portance  of  Gibraltar,  had  occupied  himself  with 
taking  every  precaution  to  preserve  it  in  his  possession. 
Military  regulations  were  established;  an  Alcalde 
was  appointed  to  command  the  castle,  people  were 
invited  to  settle  within  the  territory,  lands  being 

•  Treacatb,  vol.  i.  p.  246. 
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allotted  to  them  in  proporlioii  to  their  meant,  and  by 
letten-patent  from  the  king,  all  dnties  and  im- 
posts of  any  kind  whatsoever  were  abolished. 

On  the  accession  of  Ferdinand  and  laabelh,  the 

duke,  nut  contented  with  the  ample  coiiccssiuiis  of 
King  Heniy»  applied  for  and  obtained  the  title  and 
dignity  of  Marquess  of  Gibraltar,  which  was  oon-* 
ferred  upon  him  on  the  30th  September,  1478,  in 
consideration  of  his  own  merits  and  the  services  of 
his  ancestors.  This  act  of  royal  favour  was  not  lost 
upon  the  marquess.  During  the  wars  that  ensued 
between  Ferdinand  and  the  Moors,  do  Guzman,  who 
had  always  w  mmly  suppoiled  the  cause  of  Isabella, 
rendered  signal  service  to  the  king. 

The  accession  of  Ferdinand  and  Isabella,  and 
the  consolidation  of  Aragon  \s  ith  Castile,  was  the 
signal  for  the  destruction  of  the  Moorish  dynasty  in 
Spain.  llidiling  himself  with  all  haste  from  his 
troubles  with  Portugal,  that  he  might  act  with  greater 
power  against  the  infidels,  Ferdinand,  in  14B9,  took 
the  field  at  the  head  of  50,000  foot  and  12,000  horse, 
and  with  this  formidable  foroe  marched  against  the 
enemy.  The  Moors,  whose  ])ower  as  we  have  seen 
had  gradually  been  on  the  wane,  were  utterly  helpless 
against  such  an  overwhehning  army. 

Town  after  town  submitted  to  the  Christian  mon- 
aich,  until  scarce  a  dty  besides  their  long^herished 
capital  remained  to  them.  The  two  grandees,  Hen* 
lique  de  Guzman,  Duke  of  Medina,  and  the  Marquis 
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ot  Crullz,  Ponce  de  Leon,  smothered  their  hitherto 
deadly  feuds  and  joiaed  to  crush  the  common  foe  to 
their  country  and  religion.  Velez-Malaga,  Coinares, 
Malaga,  Ahueria,  and  Ahama  submitted  to  the 
Victorious  Christians,  and  in  1491  the  great  city 
of  Granada,  the  pride  of  Moorish  Spain,  was  invested 
by  60,000  men.  It  would  be  beyond  my  object  to 
recount  the  bloody  struggles,  tlic  many  feats  of 
valour,  and  the  famous  events  that  marked  the  pro- 
gress of  this  memorable  siege.  Worn  out  with 
sickness  and  famine,  opposed  to  an  overwhelming 
force,  bowed  down  with  despair,  and  conscious  that 
the  last  link  which  bound  together  the  frf^ments  of 
their  ancient  kingdom  was  already  shattered|  the 
vanquished  remnant  of  that  once  glorious  dynasty 
succumbed  to  the  Christian  arms,  and  with  a  deep 
sigh  of  woe  surrendered  their  cherished  capital  to 
a  triumphant  enemy.* 

On  the  it]i  January,  1492,  Abu  Abdalla  went 
out  to  meet  Ferdinand,  and  delivered  up  the  keys  of 
the  city.  On  the  same  day  the  victorious  aiiiiy 
entered  the  gates,  and  the  banners  of  Christendom 
floated  from  the  towers  of  the  Alhambra. 

Though  Isabella,  in  the  early  part  of  her  reign, 
had,  as  we  have  seen,  transferred  Gibraltar  to  the 
Duke  of  Medina  as  a  gift  for  ever,  yet  slie  had  long 
desired  to  regain  that  important  fortress,  and  to  annex 

•  In  Granada  tbere  is  a  carefully  clieribiied  spot,  called  to 
this  day,  "  £1  ultimo  suspiro  del  Moro." 
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it  to  her  domiuions.  With  Uiis  view  she  opened 
negotiations  with  fhe  duke,  offering  in  exchange 
for  the  Rock  the  City  of  Utrera  (A;ula).  But  De 
Guzman  rejected  the  proposition,  urging  that  all  his 
possessions,  which  were  of  great  extent,  were  situated 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Gibraltar,  including  the 
extensive  and  valuable  tunn j-fisheries,  which  had  been 
established  along  the  coast  in  the  vicinity.  Matters 
stood  thus  until  he  died,  on  the  25th  of  August, 
1492,  about  ciglit  months  after  the  siege  of  Granada, 
where  he  had  been  distinguished  for  his  gallantry  and 
the  assistance  he  had  rendered  to  the  king. 

He  was  succeeded  hj  his  son,  Don  Juan,  third 
Duke  of  Medina-Sidonia,  who  instautlj  applied  to 
bis  soverdgn  for  a  renewal  of  the  grants  and  privileges 
conferred  upon  his  father.*  But  this  occasion  ap- 
peared to  Isabella  singularly  opportune  for  the 
reeovcn  of  Gibraltar  finom  the  De  Gnsmans,  and  she 
therefore  replied  that  every  other  right  and  privilege 
would  be  confirmed,  provided  Gibraltar  were  restored 
to  the  Grown  of  Castile.  Against  this  unexpected 
demand  the  duke  earnestly  protested,  pleading  the 
injustice  of  the  measure,  which  would  deprive  him  of  a 
possession  fought  for  and  gained  by  his  ancestors,  and 
subsequently  granted  by  the  Crown.  IsabeUa,  anxious 
to  avoid  any  contest  with  this  powerful  subject,  and 
taking  into  consideration  the  loyal  services  of  his 

•  Don  RodriL'i',  Ponce  de  Leon,  Duke  of  Cadiz,  the  ancient 
hral  oi'  the  De  (j^uanaDa,  died  throe  days  afterwardB  at  Seville. 
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father  and  his  ancestors/  reluctantly  consented  to 
allow  the  duke  to  retain  the  fortress. 

For  34  years  Gibraltar  remained  under  the  do- 
minion of  the  Duke  of  Medina-Sidonia^  and  in  A.n. 
I407»  when  the  expedition  against  Melilla  (in  Africa) 
was  undertaken  by  Ferdinand,  the  place  became  of 
great  service  as  a  depdt  for  provunons  and  mimitions 
of  war. 

Isabella,  however,  had  not  abandoned  her  long- 
cherished  project  of  annexudg  Gibraltar  to  the  Crown* 
In  the  year  a.d.  1501  the  question  was  again 
mooted,  and  on  this  occasion  without  opposition  on 
the  part  of  the  duke.  "  On  the  22nd  December,  1501, 
a  Koyal  Decree  was  promulgated  at  Toledo,  appoint- 
ing Garcilaso  de  la  Vega,  Knight  of  Castile,  to  be 
Governor  of  Gibraltar,  and  ordering  him  to  take 
possession  of  the  place  in  the  King's  name.  In 
January,  1502,  Garcilaso  arrived  at  the  fortress,  and 
made  known  the  object  of  his  mission  to  the  authon- 
ties,  who  were  assembled  in  the  Orange  Court-yard, 
in  front  of  the  principal  church.  The  Royal  Decree 
was  read  ordering  the  immediate  surrender  to  their 
Majesties  of  the  city,  fortress,  and  district  of  Gib- 
raltar,  together  with  all  the  archives  and  emblems 
of  justice  and  authority.  The  ceremony,  accom> 
panied  by  shouts  of  Long  Kve  the  King,"  was 
solemnly  performed,  the  wands  of  office  were  presented 
to  Garcilaso,  and  he  forthwith  took  possession  of  the 
castle.   The  keys  of  all  the  forts,  towers,  and  gates 
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were  snnendered,  together  with  the  stores,  arms,  and 
ammiiiiitioii,  and  all  other  articles,  indading  the 
wooden  coflSn  of  Henry  de  Guzman,  the  Duke  of 
Niebla,  vho  perished  under  the  walls  of  the  fortms. 

Garcilaso  next  assembled  the  mn^istrates  of  the  ritv, 
and  authorities,  and  nominated  Diego  Lopez  de  Haro 
to  be  his  lieutenant,  and  alcalde  of  the  castle/'  * 

I'oilowing  the  instructions  of  his  sovereign,  all 
€&om  were  confirmed  in  the  appointments  which 
thevheld  at  the  time  of  the  annexation,  and  Garcilaso 
obtained  from  the  authorities  a  formal  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  surrender  of  the  church  and  city  of  Gib> 
raltar,  together  with  all  its  civil  and  military  jurisdic- 
tion,  to  the  Grown  of  Castile. 

At  the  request  of  the  inhabitants,  by  whom  the 
annexation  was  regarded  with  delight,  their  Majesties 
(10th  July,  1502)  granted  a  coat  cS  arms  to  the  dty, 
which,  in  consideration  of  Gibraltar  being  a  ioi  tress, 
and  the  key  of  the  Spanish  dominions,  consisted  of  a 
castle  with  a  golden  key  pendant,  with  the  following 
inscription,  "  Seal  of  the  noble  city  of  Gibraltar,  the 
key  of  Spain/'  f  privileges  granted  to  the  dty 
by  Henry  IV.  were  renewed,  and  the  prindpal  church 
almost  entirely  rebuilL 

Soon  after  its  surrender  Gibraltar  was  made  a 
penal  settlement,  and  great  numbers  of  criminab  were 

•  Ayala.    kliai.  d©  Gibraltar.  1782. 
t  The  deed  of  grant  is  preserved  in  the  archlTei  st  8t 
Boqne^  aigaed  hy  Fardinaad  mi  UsbeUa. 
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sent  there  to  assist  in  extending  the  fortiflcfttionft  Mid 
lepaiiing  the  defences. 

On  the  26th  November,  1504,  Queen  Isabella 
died,  after  a  memorable  and  glonont  reign.   In  her 

win  appeared  the  following  clause  relating  to  Gib- 
raltar:— 

''It  is  my  will  and  desire,  inasmneli  aa  the  dtjr  of 

Gibraltar  has  been  surrendered  by  Don  iicury  du  Guz- 
man, has  been  restored  to  the  royal  Grown,  and  been 
inserted  among  its  titles,  that  it  shall  for  ever  so  re- 
main. I  ask  and  require  of  the  kings,  my  successors^ 
that  they  may  hold  and  retain  the  said  city  for  thenu 
selves  and  in  their  own  possession ;  and  that  no  aliiin^ 
ation  of  it,  or  any  part  of  it,  or  of  its  jorisdictiont  civil 
or  eriminal,  shall  ever  be  made  from  the  Crown  of 

Castilf." 

The  Infante  Joan,  only  son  of  Ferdinand  and  Isa- 

bcllii,  halving  died  in  1497  withoul  issue,  the  succes- 
sion to  the  throne  devolved  upon  the  ofbpring  *  of 
their  second  daughter,  Juana,  wife  of  Pliilipy  Archduke 
ct  Austria.  As  the  young  king  was  but  an  infant, 
and  the  qoeen,  Jnana,  of  too  weak  a  natnre  to 
undertake  the  cares  of  jErovemment,  Isabella  had 
appomted  her  husband,  f erdmond,  regent  until 
Charies  shoold  attain  hia  twentieth 

The  death  of  Isabcllu  had  scarcely  been  announced, 
when  those  deplorable  dissendons,  which  had  for  so 
long  a  time  distracted  Castile,  broke  out  again  with 

•  The  oelebnted  Charies  Y. 
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renewed  violence,— Philip,  the  husband  of  Jtiana, 

claiming  his  right  to  the  regal  title,  and  a  share  in  the 
administration  of  the  government,  an  assumption 
which  was  strenuously  opposed  by  Ferdinand. 

In  1 506  Philip  fell  ill  and  died  at  Burgos,  and 
fresh  difficulties  arose  in  the  aettlement  of  a  legiencjr. 

The  queen  Juana  declined  to  act,  and  a  council  of  the 

nobles  assembled  to  decide  upon  the  course  to  bo 
adopted. 

It  was  ultimately  resolved  to  recall  Ferdinand, 
who  had  left  the  kingdom,  and  thus  save  the  state 
from  inevitable  anarchy  and  ruin.  lu  1507  that 
prince  reached  Castile  and  assumed  the  regency, 
which  he  retained  until  his  death,  an  event  that  took 
place  on  the  23rd  of  January,  1516. 

During  the  legBocy  of  Ferdinand,  Don  Juan  de 
Guzman,  Duke  of  Medina,  still  dissatisfied  with  the 
loss  of  Gibraltar,  again  urged  his  daim  to  the  fortress, 
and  even  had  recourse  to  arms.  In  1506  he  sent  in- 
structions from  Seville  to  his  sun  Enrique  to  besiege 
the  place  and  recover  it  at  any  risk.  Timely  notice 
was  sent  to  Gibraltar  of  the  intended  attack,  and  act- 
ive measures  were  taken  for  its  defence.  The  whole 
population,  without  distinction  of  rank  or  positian,  was 
called  upon  to  take  up  anns  against  the  besiegers,  and 
appeals  for  assistance  were  sent  to  the  Marquis  de 
Mcndijar,  Captain-general  of  Granada,  and  to  other 
nobles  of  miiuence.   For  four  mouths  the  siege  con- 
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tinued,  though  it  had  early  assumed  rather  the 
character  of  a  blockade  than  of  an  active  attack. 
The  contests  between  the  two  parties  were  few 

and  bloodless,  and  the  losses,  except  from  sickness, 
insignificant.  At  length,  seeing  no  symptoms  of  sur- 
render,  and  influenced  by  the  arguments  of  the  Arch- 
bishop of  Seville,  the  duke  broke  up  his  camp  and 
retired  from  the  10th  siege  of  Gibraltar. 

On  the  death  of  Ferdinand,  his  grandson,  Charles 
v.,  eldest  son  of  Philip  and  Juana,  was  proclaimed 
king.  In  order,  however,  to  silence  the  dissatis- 
faction of  some  members  of  the  Ck)uncil  of  State, 
who  contended  that  Jnana  alone  conld  claim  the 
Crown,  both  she  and  her  son  were  proclaimed  at  the 
same  time  and  in  the  following  terms 

"Donna  Juana  y  Don  Carlos,  Reyna  y  Rey  de 
Gastilla.'' 

In  1519,  a  vacanqr  having  occnrred  in  the  succes- 

sion  to  the  imperial  throne  of  Germany,  by  the  death 
of  Maximilian,  the  crown  was  offered  to  Charles,  who, 
in  spite  of  the  opposition  of  his  rival,  Francis  I.,  king 
of  France,  readily  accepted  it. 

By  no  means  blind  to  the  importance  of  such  a 
fortress  as  Gibraltar,  Cliaiies  speedily  took  measures 
to  secure  its  safety  and  increase  its  means  of  defence. 
In  1620,  the  year  succeedmg  his  accession  to  the  im- 
perial throne,  he  appointed  Don  Rodrigo  Bazan  cor- 
regidor  and  alcalde  of  the  B4)ck;  and  having  delivered 
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to  him  letters  oontainiug  expieBsbiis  of  hb  uppiecia* 
tiOQ  of  the  loyalty  and  fidelity  of  the  garrison,  he  or- 
dered him  to  proceed  from  Worms,  and  immediately 
enter  upon  his  duties.  Under  his  rule  Gibraltar  en** 
joyed  an  imiuuiiity  from  those  terrible  disturbances 
which  had  for  ao  many  years  harassed  the  population. 
Believed  fifom  the  miseries  and  barbarUm  of  continual 
war,  the  iuhabitauts  began  to  turn  their  attention  to 
the  improvement  of  the  city  and  the  restoration  of  the 
public  buildings.  In  152vS  the  monastery  of  St  Fran- 
cisco was  restored,  and  with  the  aid  of  a  government 
grant  of  land  and  money  a  magnifioent  friary  was 
built  and  endowed.  In  1535  the  alciildu  iiodrigo  do 
Bavan  was  succeeded  by  hit  namesake,  Don  Alvaro 
de  Bazan.* 

Speaking  of  the  lidministration  of  affaixs  by  this 
alcalde,  Ayala  says: — ''The  town  was  exposed  to 

•  There  appean  to  be  Bomo  doubt  whether  this  was  the 
celebrated  Marquis  of  Santa  Crus,  admiral  of  the  fleet,  and  so 
hmam  for  his  talents  and  sneooases  as  a  oaral  oommander,  or 
oplyapavMiief  nrnflar  name.  Ayala  and  Monti  both  iay  that 
he  was  mefely  a  yontii  of  no  abflity,  and  unfit  fbr  bis  offioe. 
Homtero^  on  the  other  hand,  without  qnoting  authority, 
ideatiflea  him  with  the  admiral,  explaining  that  he  wm  per- 
mitted to  retain  both  eommaads,  in  connderation  of  his  great 
abilitiee  and  lojal  eerrieee.  I  am  inclined  to  follow  the  an- 
tbority  of  Ayala;  for  had  an  able  and  expcriiiucd  man  held 
the  goveruxDcut  of  the  furtrt>s  at  tliis  time,  it  is  not  probable 
thfit  the  defences  would  have  l)eca  permitted  to  remain  iu  a 
eundiiiuii  no  rumuu.s  and  iucomplete  as  that  in  which  they  were 
found  by  the  pirate  Turks  five  jeara  afterwards^  in  XdiO, 
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any  sudden  attack,  the  wail^  particulariy  on  the  south 
side,  bemg  greatly  dilapidated;  few  artillery  were 
mounted,  and  the  number  of  troops  and  military  stores 

Jess  than  had  been  assigned  to  it  "     The  long 

continuance  of  peace  had  lolled  the  Government  into 
too  great  belief  of  security,  and  the  city  was  shortly  to 
experience  the  evil  consequence  of  neglect,  and  to 
suffer  the  misfortunes  hereafter  recounted.'** 

At  the  time  of  which  we  speak,  the  Mediterranean 
wm  soonred  by  hordes  of  Turkish  pirates,  under  the 
celebrated  Ilayradin  Barbarossa,  who,  constantly  land- 
ing and  devastating  the  various  coasts,  had  rendered 
themselves  luiusters  of  the  sea,  and  the  terror  of  the 
bordering  countries. 

The  isolated  position  of  Gibraltar,  the  weakness  of 
ita  defences,  and  the  spuiis  that  would  bo  the  reward 
of  a  aoooesafnl  attack,  had  not  escaped  the  notice  of 

these  unprincipled  marauders. 

Being  in  constant  communication  with  Moors  who 
had  escaped  bom  the  Rock,  and  who  were  wdl  ac* 
quainted  with  the  defences  and  facility  of  an  invasion, 
fiarbarasa  had  often  resolved  to  make  the  attempt 
Occupied  however  by  other  plans,  he  was  not  able  to 
put  his  project  mto  execution,  but  his  idea  had  long 
been  known  to  his  followers,  who,  with  hia  sanction, 
and  led  by  one  of  his  most  renowned  captains,  sailed 
in  lo40  from  Algiers  with  the  bold  design  of  taking 
the  fartreaa  by  ananlt 

•  AyiU.  Hi«t  do  Oibcmltar. 
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Don  Alvaro  de  Bazan,  the  admiral  of  the  Spanish 
fleet,  had  at  his  earnest  leqnest  been  relieved  from  his 
coiniiiaiul  in  1537,  and  the  navy  was  under  tlic  orders 
of  Don  ikmardiuo  de  Mendoza»  whoj  with  his  squad- 
roD»  was  cruising  near  Sicily. 

The  pirate  expedition  was  organized  by  Azenaga» 
the  viceroy  of  Algiers,  who  having  conferred  with 
Barbarossa,  and  obtained  the  assistance  of  Dali-Hamat 
as  eommander  of  tlic  galleys,  and  of  a  celebrated  chief, 
Caranumi,  as  leader  of  the  troops,  speedily  fitted  out 
the  fleet,  consisting  of  sixteen  sail,  at  a  cost  of 
25,000  ducats,  which  sum  was  to  be  defrayed  from 
the  plunder  and  spoils  of  the  enemy. 

Every  care  was  taken  to  insure  tlie  success  of  the 
enterprise:  the  officers  were  selected  for  their  skill 
and  courage,  the  galleys  were  manned  by  1000  Chris- 
tian slaves  at  the  oars,  and  2000  soldiers  to  sustain 
the  attack  by  land.  On  the  20th  of  August,  1540, 
the  expedition  set  sad,  and,  taking  every  precaution  to 
avoid  the  Spanish  squadron,  directed  its  course  towards 

Gibraltar. 

In  the  mean  while,  intelligence  of  the  impending 
invasion  reached  the  garrison,  but,  through  the  apathy 
of  the  authorities,  no  measures  were  taken  to  resist 
the  attack.  Despising  to  prepare  for  the  repulse  of  an 
unorganized  horde  of  freebooters,  the  walls  of  the  city 
remamed  unprotected  and  open  to  the  approach  oi  an 
enemy,  whilst  the  castle,  neglected  and  defenceieBSy 
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was  fonnidable  011I7  from  its  almost  impregnable 
position. 

After  a  cautious  passage  of  ten  days  the  hostile 
fleet  came  in  sight  of  the  Rock,  and  shortly  afterrards 

the  pirates  landed  on  the  southern  shore,  wliere  thcv 
met  with  no  opposition.  The  inhabitants,  terhtied  and 
nnable  to  resist  the  fimons  energy  of  the  bloodthirsty 
corsairs,  shut  themselves  up  in  the  city,  and  prepared 
as  well  as  they  were  able  to  protect  their  property  and 
families.  Elated  with  their  success,  the  Turks  rapidly 
advanced,  plundering  on  their  way  the  Hermitage  of 
the  Virgin  of  Buropa,  and,  passing  through  the  district 
t)f  the  Turba,  made  their  way  towards  the  castle.  Here 
the  few  troops  left  on  the  Bock  and  most  of  the 
more  courageous  inhabitants  located  themselves,  and 
resolved  to  defend  themselves  to  the  last.  Well  aware 
of  the  fate  which  awaited  them,  if  they  were  captured 

or  submitted  to  a  surrender,  tliey  fougiit  with  the 
couiage  of  despair.  In  vain  Caramani  led  ins  men, 
greedy  for  plunder  and  thirsting  for  blood,  against 
the  beleaguered  Christians;  his  efforts  were  futile,  and 
the  castle  still  held  out.  Enraged  at  the  obstinacy  of 
the  defence,  the  wretches  overran  the  city,  seizin^i;  and 
sending  on  board  the  galleys  as  captives  all  who  came 
in  their  way,  induding  several  men  of  rank  and 
wealtL  At  length,  finding  that  there  was  no  pros- 
pect of  overcoming  the  resistance,  and  satisfied  with 
the  plunder  and  number  of  prisoners  they  had  secured. 
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they  retired  to  their  ships  and  le-enibarked.  But 
instead  of  shaping  thdr  coarse  for  Africa,  they  en- 
deavoured to  add  to  their  spoils  by  a  descent  upon 
the  coast  near  Algeciras.  Passing  triumphantly  across 
the  bay,  they  again  landed  at  the  Orange  Grove,  and 
pillaged,  murdered,  or  took  prisoners  all  who  resisted 
them.  The  conntiy  along  the  shore  was  laid  waste, 
the  cattle  destroyed,  and  the  vineyards  burnt. 

Alter  this  havoc  they  became  wearied  with  their 
snooess,  and  prepared  to  embark  with  their  plnnder 
for  Algiers.  But  the  Christians,  heart-broken  at  the 
losB  of  their  lehitives  and  friends  who  remained  in  the 
hands  of  the  pirates,  sent  a  flag  of  trace  by  Alvaro  de 
Fiua,  to  make  otters  of  a  ransom  for  the  recovery  of 
the  prisoners.  It  was  aminged  that  Francisco  de 
^lendoza,  a  captive  of  rank,  should  be  delivered  up 
on  payment  of  1000  ducats,  and  the  remainder  were 
to  be  released  for  6000  ducats ;  all  prisonets  on  rither 
side  were  to  be  surrendered,  and  other  conditions 
favourable  to  the  Turks  were  agreed  to.  A  long  delay» 
however,  ensued  in  makinij  arrangements  for  the  pay- 
ment of  this  heavy  ransom,  and,  as  it  was  found 
impossible  to  raise  the  whole  snm  in  Gibndtar,  an 
appeal  for  a  loan  was  sent  to  the  ^Marquis  of  TariiiEL  But 
this  delay  suggesting  an  intention  of  treachery,  the 
Turks  set  sail  with  their  captives  on  the  12th  Septem- 
ber, and  proceeded  on  their  way  to  Algiers. 

Ibrtonately  Don  fienuiTdino  de  Mendosa  was  at 
this  time  in  Carthagena  with  his  fleet,  and  news  of  the 
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disasters  at  Gibraltar  had  already  reached  him.  In 
the  hopes  of  Ming  in  with  the  piratical  galleys,  he 
put  to  sea,  and  soon  came  in  sight  of  the  Tarkbh 
squadron.  A  desperate  engagement  ensued»  Cara- 
mani  was  killed,  Dali-Hamat  taken  prisoner,  and  the 
pirates  dispersed.  437  Turks  remained  in  the  hands 
of  the  vietors,  and  837  Christian  slaves  were  liberated. 

It  was  long  before  Gibraltar  recovered  from  the 
disastrous  effects  of  this  predatory  incursion.  But 
the  lesson  was  not  without  ultimate  advantage. 

On  the  representation  of  Don  Alvaro  de  Bazan, 
who  had  resnmed  command  of  the  fleet,  and  the 
urgent  petition  of  the  inhabitants,  the  Emperor 
Charles  ordered  that  a  more  complete  system  of  de- 
fence should  be  prepared  as  rapidly  as  possible.  The 
old  works  were  strengthened  and  properly  aimed. 
The  Xiand  Port  gate  was  rebuilt,  and  a  battery  con* 
stmeted  with  a  deep  ditch,  fiicing  the  approach  from 
the  north  front. 

In  1552  ft  celebrated  engineer,  Juan  Bautista 

Calvi,  arrived,  by  direction  of  tlie  Emperor,  from 
Milan,  to  trace  out  various  works  and  cany  out  any 
measures  he  might  consider  necessary  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  fortress.  Aware,  from  the  result  of  the 
recent  attack  by  the  Turks,  of  the  defenceless  con- 
dition of  the  city  on  the  south  side,  he  projected 
two  walls,  one  commencing  at  the  South  Port  gate, 
and  running  np  the  Rock  for  a  distance  of  1000  feet, 
the  other  springing  from  a  scarped  precipice  and 
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leaching  to  the  summit  of  the  hill*  By  means  of 
diese  waDs  the  city  was  entiiely  incloeed,  and  ap- 
proacli  from  the  south  rendered  almost  impossible. 

Other  works  of  some  magnitude  were  planned  for 
the  protection  of  the  binding  at  the  Red  Sands,  and 
the  defi^ce  of  other  parts  of  the  llock^  but  iu  con- 
sequence of  the  negligence  of  the  governor  these 
were  not  completed. 

In  1556  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  abdicated  the 
throne,  and  resigned  the  crown  into  the  hands  of  his 
son,  Fhdip  II. 

In  1558  Gibraltar  was  agam  threatened  bj  the 
pirates,  who  stOl  infested  the  coasts  of  the  Mediter- 
ranean. On  the  8th  August,  five  galleys,  conveying 
a  nmnber  of  these  corsairs,  approached  the  shore  in 
tlie  neighboiirliood  of  the  Ilock,  evidently  with  the 
intention  of  plundering  and  desolating  the  coast ;  but 
before  any  damage  was  done  the  enemy  were  repulsed 
and  the  galleys  driven  off.  In  1575,  riiilip  II., 
anxious  to  increase  the  strength  of  the  fortifications, 
sent  an  Italian  engineer,  by  name  "el  Fiatino,"  to  report 
upon  the  defences  of  the  place.  This  o&^r,  who, 
not  unlike  men  of  science  in  the  present  day,  was 
self-opinionated  and  prejudiced  against  any  work  the 
result  of  a  rival  genius,  condemned  the  system  carried 
out  by  Don  Juan  Calvi  and  substituted  plans  of  his 
own.    He  ordered  one  of  the  walls  already  rderred 

*  The  upper  wall  was  built  vnbaeqiieiitly  by  ftnotbcr 
engineer.  ^ 


Digitized  by  Google 


MOO&ISH  DTNA8TT  £XP£LL£D  FAOM  8FAIN.  93 

to  to  be  ranoved,  and  altered  the  constrnction  of  the 

other.*  Several  batteries  were  coiiiiiicnced,  including 
the  bastion  of  Sauta  Cruz,  now  Jumper's  Bastion/' 
andtbat  of  the  Rosario  at  South  Port:  another,  where 
**  King's  Bastion  "  now  stands,  was  erected  more  to  the 
northward^  on  the  Line  wall,  a  portion  of  the  curtain 
inten  ening  having  been  removed.  In  the  centre  of 
this  curtain  was  situated  an  ancient  Moorish  gate^ 
eommonly  called  the  Gate  of  Algedras.  Among  the 
ncii  uruamental  work  which  covered  the  doorway 
was  the  emblem  of  a  a  sure  proof,  aajs 

Ayala,  of  the  importance  which  the  Moors  attached 
to  the  possession  of  Gibraltar. 

In  1698  the  son  of  Philip  succeeded  to  the  throne, 
and  it  was  during  his  reign  that  the  last  remnant 
of  the  Moorish  dynasty  was  expelled  from  Spain* 
Urged  by  an  infatuated  clergy  and  influenced  by 
the  bigotry  of  his  wife,  he  gave  orders  in  1609 
for  the  expuUon  of  the  whole  Moorish  race  from 
Valencia,  Andalusia,  New  Castile,  and  Granada. 
150,000  were  driren  from  Valenda  alone,  and 
transpoited  to  the  opposite  coast.  In  apite  of  every 
opposition  on  their  part,  upwards  of  600,000  were 
forcibly  expelled  from  the  various  provinces,  and  from 
Gibraltar,  where,  ume  centuries  before,  Tarik  had 

•  These  alterations  were  not  carried  outj  but  tho  upper 
wall  was  completed  under  thi^  engineer. 

t  The  kej  was  a  oommon  emblem  used  bjr  the  Moors  as 
an  oraaiMnt  to  their  gates. 
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hmfed  with  hii  Tictorioias  hott,  •  fleet  of  gtfkj'f  em- 
buked  the  hit  of  the  exiloi»  and  c«it  Ibcm  dcstitate 
tipou  the  fthom  of  Afhcft. 

Thni»  tflor  the  lapse  of  900  jmn  from  the  time 

when  the  buttle  of  tbc  (juaiLiIetc  cxtingiiLshcil  the 
ViiigDthio  dommion,  and  aabstitoted  the  rule  of  the 
InOdeli*  the  kit  tnoe  of  the  graat  MohanmedaD 
dymitj  nail  iwept  from  Spain. 

DoriDg  40  jeui  bom  thk  time  (1<H)9)»  no  cnnta 
puifiricntly  rciiuirk;ihlc  to  W  sepamtcly  DoUccJ  oc* 
eurred  in  the  neigfaboarfaood  uf  Gibimltar. 

The  Tnrkiidi  piiatea  freqmtly  a|ipeafed  hovering 
Oil  the  ami,  and  often  occauiotx  <1  alarm  to  tlic  in* 
habitaata ;  but.  in  order  to  check  the  po^ulnlity  of 

their  landinpt  unolMK-nrd,  watch-lowfn  wrrt*  cnrtrd 
aU  along  the  Khorc,  U\hu  the  moit  ea>teni  point  o(  the 
kingdom  of  Gnmada  up  to  the  coramcncrment  of 
iVrtugai,  at  rt  gulitr  ujlrnaLi.  TWm:  loum  mtv  »tiU 
in  eiiitenre,  but  more  or  leva  dilapidated. 

In  ir»H  the  Tnrre  dd  Ptierto  and  olhrr  wcNii, 
including  the  old  m<m\  verc  ^tn*ugthi*ued  and  n'|>aJr« 
ed.  In  the  eonite  of  a  tonr  of  inttraction  thmogh  hit 

doiiiliUDTU  Kin);  rhilip  vi^itird  Gibniltar*  but  L.i^ 
inridmt  ia  de%uid  of  intcmi  ricrpC  fat  the  kiUm^ 
ing  anecdote  which  ii  idated  of  hia  cntiance  into  the 

On  arriving  at  thi*  iWk,  the  g^nrroor  and  et%il 

atithtiriliri  y^vui  nut  to  im-i  t  ihv  kiit^.  but  ulufi 
attempting  to  enter  the  place  with  kii  Amagr  it  vaa 
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£oaad  impossible  to  pass  the  narrow  aad  tortuous 
approach  to  the  gate.  The  tdng,  who  was  in  his 
carriage,  was  compelled  to  dismount  and  enter  the 
gairisonon  foot;  while  the  vehicle,  which  was  jammed 
in  the  narrow  way,  had  to  be  taken  in  pieces.  This 
untoward  occurrence  occasioned  some  sharp  remon- 
ttranoes  from  the  Tojral  attendants,  who  exprased 
their  surprise  that  the  entrance  had  not  been  widened 
jnefkms  to  the  king's  ainval,  to  which  the  governor 

with  fsomc  wit  replied,  "that  the  gate  was  not  made 
that  carriages  might  come  m,  but  that  the  enemy 
might  be  kept  out" 

In  1G49,  an  epidemic  disease  of  terrible  virulence 
broke  out  in  the  dty  and  destroyed  great  numbers  of 
the  inhabitants.  It  has  been  supposed  that  this 
malady  resembled  in  some  respects  the  destroctive 
feren  which  in  after-times  decimated  the  population. 

During  many  yearb  GiUi altar  continued  in  a  state 
of  tranquillity ;  the  sound  of  war  ceased,  peace  with 
all  its  blessings  had  ap])arently  established  itself,  and 
the  ritizeus  were  enjoying  the  benefits  of  increasing 
dVilisatiaii ;  the  phtins^  which  extended  over  s  con- 
siderablc  district  in  the  vicinity,  and  which  but 
yesterday  were  the  arenas  of  battle  and  bloodshed, 
were  now  trodden  by  numerous  herds,  or  clothed  with 
the  fruitful  vuie.  Agriculture  flourished,  and  though 
the  fidds  as  yet  afforded  but  a  small  supply  of  com, 
the  abundant  Eshenes  along  the  coasts  o£Fered  a 
ready  means  of  exchange   for  wheat  and  grain. 
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During  the  scarcity  of  bread  a  regulation  was  estab- 
lished, that  for  every  cart-load  of  fish  taken  from  the 
shore,  one  of  corn  or  oil  should  be  given  in  exchange. 
In  the  city  iUelf  vast  improvements  were  carried  out, 
boildings,  public  and  private,  were  restored,  sub- 
stantial edifices  erected,  and  as  a  precautionary  mea- 
sure many  new  fortifications  were  traced  out.  But 

scarcely  had  the  population  been  lulled  into  a  conti- 
dence  in  secuiity,  when  in  July,  1693,  the  batteries 
which  had  so  bng  been  silent  were  again  engaged 
with  an  enemy. 

Since  1689,  Spam,  now  in  alliance  with  Enghind 
and  the  Dutch,  had  been  at  war  with  France. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  1693,  a  Beet  of  400 
merchantmen,  bound  to  Smyrna  and  the  Levant, 
left  England  under  convoy  of  a  Briti^ii  and  Dutch 
squadron  of  21  saO,  commanded  by  Admiral  Sir  George 
Rooke.  On  June  17th,  when  within  about  60  miles 
of  Cape  St.  Vincent,  they  came  in  sight  of  the  French 
fleet,  under  command  of  Marshal  Tourville.  Being 
considerably  inferior  to  the  enemy  in  strength  and 
numbers,  the  British  admiral  called  a  council  of  war 
to  consider  what  course  should  be  takra.  As  the  wind 
was  blowing  fresh  and  westerly,  and  therefore  favour- 
able for  the  escape  of  the  merchant-fleet  into  Faro, 
St  Lucar,  or  Cadiz,  it  was  resolved  to  occupy  the 
attention  of  the  enemy  till  nightfall,  when  the 
merchantmen  might  sail  away  under  cover  of  the 
darkness. 
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About  six  0  clock  in  the  evening,  however,  the 
PiCTch  admiral,  compiehending  his  adversary's  object, 
brought  on  an  engagement,  by  attacking  with  eleven 
sail  of  the  line  the  leeward  division  of  the  squadron, 
which  consisted  of  three  Dutch  men-of-war.  After 
a  short  but  desperate  engagement,  the  Holiauders 
stmck  to  saperior  nnmbers. 

While  this  was  occurring,  the  Dutch  mercliantmcn, 
taking  advantage  of  the  occasion,  made  all  sail 
towards  Cadiz ;  but  being  perceived,  they  were  fol- 
lowed by  the  leading  ships  oi  the  enemy's  fleet,  an 
error  on  the  part  of  the  French  adnural  that  saved 
the  remainder  of  the  British  squadron  from  destruc- 
tion. His  strength  being  now  divided,  Tourville  was 
unable  to  finish  the  action  decisively  before  night,  and 
dialing  the  darkness  the  squudiuu,  together  with  most 
of  the  merchantmen,  got  away.  Sir  O.  Rooke  sailing 
for  the  coast  of  Ireland.  In  the  mean  time  those 
vessels  wliich  had  made  for  Cadiz,  pursued  by  the 
Prench  fleet,  changed  their  course  and  ran  for 

Gibnihai,  where  tlicy  arrived  on  the  10th  July. 
They  were  closely  followed  by  the  French,  but  the 
garrison,  having  been  made  aware  of  the  state  of 
a&irs,  opened  hre  upon  the  ships  in  chase  and 
compelled  them  to  retire  from  an  attempt  to  cut  out 

the  niercliantnien. 

Foiled  in  this,  the  admiral  commenced  to  bom- 
bard the  city,  causing  the  greatest  consternation 

among  the  inhabitants,  who  fled  for  safety  to  the  south 
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of  the  Rock.  Several  fire-ships  were  huncbed  among 
the  vessels  in  the  bay,  which  destroyed  19  merchant- 
men, «nd  damaged  some  others.  After  continuing 
the  fii"e  against  the  place  for  nine  days,  the  Freuch 
squadron  retired,  the  fortifications  having  su&ied 
veiy  litUe  damage. 

In  1697,  the  Spanish  arms  having  met  with 
many  xeveises,  and  Barcelona  having  snnendered  to 
the  French,  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  conclude  tlie 
campaign ;  and,  though  in  fact  it  amounted  merely  to 
an  aimistice,  a  treaty  was  signed  at  Ryswick  between 
England,  1  ranee,  Spain,  and  HoUaud. 

In  1700  Charles  IL  d  Spain  died,  leaving  no 
issue,  but  declaring  Philip  of  Anjou  the  successor  to 
the  Crown. 

The  acoessioa  of  Fhilip  was  almost  immediately 

fuliowed  by  war.  Though  leluctaiitly  acknowledged 
by  William  III.  as  the  rightful  heir  to  the  thronei  hia 
accession  was  regarded  with  jealousy  and  distrust  by 
both  England  and  Holland ;  and  the  fear  of  a  coalition 
between  France  and  Spain, — ^a  coalition  which,  con- 
sidering the  power  and  ambition  of  Louis,  would  have 
been  a  misfortune  to  Europe, — prompted  the  celebrated 
alliance  between  England,  Austria,  and  Holland,  in 
1701,  which  resulted  in  the  memorable  War  of  the 
Succession.  This  war,  which  had  for  its  ostensible 
object  the  substitution  of  Charles,  archduke  of  Austria, 
the  throne  of  Spain,  and  the  preservation  oi  the 
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balance  of  power  in  Europe,  ceased  with  the  Peace  of 
Utrecht,  after  a  long  and  profitless  campaign. 

iiiit  although  at  least  one  object  o£  this  prolonged 
and  bloody  contest  was  defeated,  and  the  peace  which 
followed  was  far  from  b^g  creditable  to  the  allies,  the 
page  which  these  events  occupy  in  history,  distinguish- 
ed as  it  is  by  the  bniliant  victories  of  Marlboroiigh 
lihd  the  capture  of  Gibraltar,  will  be  ever  memorable 
in  the  annals  of  Great  Britain. 

The  war  commenced  in  Italy,  where  the  Emperor 
attacked  the  Ireuch,  and  the  outbreak  of  hostilities 
was  foUowed  by  the  conclusion  of  the  Grand  Alliance, 
si^nied  on  September  /th,  betvvecu  Ln^laud,  the  Lm- 
peror,  and  the  Dutch. 

The  alliance  against  France  and  Spain  had  scarcely 
been  entered  into  when  William  III,  died,  and  Queen 
Anne  succeeded  to  the  throne. 

Queen  Anne,  upon  her  accession  to  the  throne, 
annoimccd,  in  a  virise  and  moderate  speech  to  her 
Pmy  Council,  her  determination  to  maintain  the 
Protestant  succession,  aud  her  intention  to  support 
her  allies  in  the  war  against  France. 

Vast  preparations  wm  made  for  the  campaign. 
Marlborough  ^vas  appomted  Captam- General  of  the 
fences,  and  to  Sir  George  Kooke  was  given  the  office  of 
Vice- Admiral  uf  England. 

The  war  had  continued  about  two  years  with 
varied  successes,  when,  in  the  spring  of  1704  it  was 
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considered  de&irable  that  a  demonstratiou  should  be 
made  on  the  Spanish  frontier  of  Portugal  by  the  Arch- 
duke Charles  (at  that  time  m  ilulltuid),  in  conjunction 
with  the  King  of  Portugal.  With  this  object  a  fleet 
was  prepared  at  Spithead  to  convey  the  Archduke  to 
Lisbon,  and  bir  George  Rooke  was  appointed  to  the 
command.  On  the  12th  of  Februarjr  the  fleet  set 
sail  from  St.  Helens,  and  arrived  at  Lisbon  on  the 
25th,  after  a  favourable  passage.  Four  days  after 
his  arrival  at  Lisbon,  Sir  George  sent  a  squadron 
of  17  sail,  under  Admiral  Dilkcs,  to  cruise  off  Cape 
Spartd.  On  the  9th  March,  the  admiral  himself 
^ent  to  sea,  and  remained  cruising  for  a  month. 

About  the  middle  of  March,  Admiral  Dilkes,  who 
had  separated  from  his  main  body,  with  three  third 
and  two  fourtii  rates,  came  up  with  a  Spanish  squad- 
ron ot  four  sail.  He  immediately  engaged,  and,  after 
a  smart  action,  two  vessels  of  GO  guns,  the  ruita 
Coeli  and  the  St  Theresa,  struck.  After  this  success 
the  admiral  made  for  Lisbon,  where  he  arrived  on 
the  25th  March,  after  losing  the  St  Theresa  at  the 
entrance  to  the  harbour. 

Shortly  aftenvards  Sir  George  Rooke  also  reached 
Lisbon,  and  found  awaiting  iiim  orders  to  sail  through 
the  Straits  of  Gibraltar  and  to  proceed  to  the  relief  of 
jS'ice  and  \  ilia  franca.  On  the  other  hand  he  was 
urged  by  the  entreaties  of  the  Archduke  to  make  for 
Barcelona,  with  the  troops  he  had  on  board  imdcr 
Prince  George  of  Hesse,  and  to  take  advantage  of  the 
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disidbctioii  which  was  supposed  to  exist  among  the 
Catalans*  Perplexed  by  these  conflicting  interests. 
Sir  George  oommitted  the  fatal  mistake  of  endeavour- 
irig  to  satisfy  all  parties.  He  intimated  to  the  Prince 
of  Hesse  his  willingness  to  convey  the  troops  to  Bar- 
oebna,  and  to  assist  in  any  demonstration  that  might 
be  made  at  that  place.  Having  arranged  his  convoy, 
he  set  sail,  and  on  the  18th  May  airived  before  the 
town.  The  Dutch  ships  inumediately  bombarded  the 
city,  and  about  200U  men  were  landed  to  join  the 
anticipated  insnitection. 

After  remaining  on  shore  all  night,  and  perceiv- 
ing no  symptoms  of  a  rising  among  the  inhabitants, 
the  prince  found  himself  deceived,  and  hastOy  re* 
embarked  his  forces.  On  the  21st  May,  Sir  George 
Kooke  sailed  away  to  the  westward,  and  on  his  passage 
appears  to  ]ia\  t;  passed  the  French  fleet,  without  being 
able  to  bring  them  to  an  engagement. 

Well  aware  of  the  imputations  and  calumnies  to 
which  he  would  be  subjected  if  he  allowed  the  sum- 
mer to  pass  away  without  achieving  something  of  im- 
portance with  the  powerful  armament  inider  liis  com- 
mand, the  admiral,  on  the  17th  July,  when  within  a 
few  leagues  of  Tetuan,  hove  to  the  squadron  and 
called  a  Council  of  War  on  board  the  flag-ship  "  The 
Royal  Catherine."  This  Council  was  attended  by 
the  Prince  of  He?jse  Darmstadt,  Sir  George  Rooke, 
liear- Admiral  Byug,  Sir  Cloudesley  Shovel,  Sir  .loim 
Leake,  Sir  Thomas  Wishart^  and  the  Admirak  of  the 
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Dutch  diviaion,  Ck>llingberg,  Vassenaer,  and  Vander- 
dussen. 

Sevml  schemes  were  proposed,  amongst  them  a 

second  expcditinn  against  Cadiz,  which  was  condemn- 
ed on  various  grounds.  After  a  protracted  discussion 
it  was  resolved  to  make  a  sudden  attack  upon  Gibral- 
tar, for  the  three  foiiowmg  reasons : — 

¥mt.  Because  the  place  was  so  indifferently 
garrisoned  that  there  was  every  probability  of  the 
attack  succeeding. 

Secondly.  Because  the  possession  of  such  an 
important  fortress  would  be  of  infinite  value  during 
the  war. 

Thirdly.  Because  the  capture  of  the  place  would 
add  a  lustre  to  the  queen  s  anns»  and  would  be  likely 
to  dispose  the  Spaniards  in  favour  of  the  cause  of  the 
Archduke  Charles. 

Four  days  were  spent  in  making  the  necessary 
preparations,  and  on  the  31st  July  the  fleet,  consist- 
ing of  the  following  vessels,  anchored  in  the  Bay  of 
Ctibraltar. 

ENGLISH. 
Unt  JHmmiL 

Qnm,     Hmu  Ooomiadsn. 

80     500     Capt.  Price. 
70     440     Capt.  Hubbard. 
50     2S0    Capt  Trevor. 


BUpi. 

Somerset) 

Essex 
Triton 


Digitized 


TS88SLB  OOKPOSINO  TBS  XN0LI8H  FLEET.  103 


Chnu. 

Men* 

ComBUuden. 

J/0I8eiBIIlF& 

OA 

500 

Capt.  Wmttaker* 

Bandagh 

• 

80 

553 

CAclra.  Byng. 
CCapt.  Cole. 

Torbay 

80 

500 

Capt.  Caldwell. 

Centurion 

50 

280 

Capt  Heme. 

Kingston 

60 

305 

Capt.  Acton. 

Firm 

70 

440 

Capt.  Wild. 

Grafton 

70 

440 

Sir  A.  Leake. 

JSecofid  Division, 

Nassau 

70 

440 

Capt  Dove. 

Montague 

60 

365 

Capt.  Cleveland. 

St  George 

96 

680 

Capt.  Jennings. 

rAdm.  Sir  G.  Rooke. 

liojal  Cathehne^ 

90 

730 

(,Cupt.  Scaley. 

Eagle 

.70 

440 

Lord  Hamilton. 

Monmouth. 

70 

440 

Capt.  Baker.. 

Pantiier 

50 

280 

Capt.  Bartiie. 

Shrewsbury 

80 

500 

Capt.  Crow. 

Bedford 

70 

440 

Sir  T.  Hardy. 

Swallow 

50 

280 

Capt.  Haddock. 

Suflfolk 

70 

440 

Capt.  Kitton. 

Royal  Oak 

76 

500 

Capt.  iiiiwes. 

Thkd  Dimim. 


Kent 


70  400 


CAdm.  Diikcs. 
ICapt.  Harman, 
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Ship«. 

Guns. 

Men. 

Comnmndcrs. 

u&mDnag6 

GA 

oU 

ouu 

vapt.  iiesiocK. 

JIlOIlK 

OU 

OOO 

uapt.  Mills. 

Leopard 

oU 

OQ  A 

L/apt.  uuiuiorci. 

DunQni 

7ft 

AAft 

warspite 

/U 

i^pi.  Lioaaes. 

ii  Obung4iaiu 

Aft 

duo 

\^ciui«.  f  v  iLiiuiii,er* 

PO 

AAA 

v/api>.  noDixiCK* 

unom. 

TA 

/I  /I  i\ 
44  U 

uapt.  XNoms. 

4  Adin*  oir  i^iOuGeaiejf 

Barfieor 

96 

710 

<  Shovel. 

tCapt.  StuarU 

96 

680 

Capt.  Mings. 

Swiftsure 

70 

440 

Capt.  Winn. 

Tilbury 

50 

280 

Capt.  Delaval. 

Lenox 

70 

440 

Capt.  Jnmper. 

Fourth  Dwition. 

Newark 

80 

500 

Capt.  Clark. 

Antelope 

50 

280 

Capt.  Legg. 

Bojne 

80 

500 

Capt.  Diirsley. 

Prince  George  90  700 

Berwick  70  440 

Norfolk  80  500 

Tiger  50  280 

Yarmouth  70  440 

Hampton  Court  70  440 


TAdm.  Sir  J.  Leake. 

(Capt.  Martin. 
Capt.  Fairfax. 
'Capt.  Knapp. 
Capt.  Cavendish. 
Ciqpt.  Hicks. 
Capt.  Wager. 
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Guns. 

Ships. 

Guns. 

32 

Tartar 

32 

40 

Roebuck 

40 

24 

Garland 

40 

Sliipt. 

Charies  Galley 

Lark 

Newport 


PIRE-8HXP8. 

Hunter.  Griffin.  Yolcan. 

Phceiiix,  firebrand. 
Lightning.  Vulture. 

H08P1TAL-8UIPS. 

Jefferies.  Princess  Anuc. 

BOMB  yS88£L8. 

Hare.  Terror. 

YACUT. 

William  and  Mary. 

On  the  eyening  of  the  same  day,  a  body  of 

about  1800  or  2000  marines,  under  coninumd  of  the 
Prince  of  Hesse,  were  landed  on  the  Isthmus  at  the 
North  Front,  for  the  purpose  of  intercepting  any 
xemlorcements  or  supplies  that  might  be  conveyed  to 
the  garrison  by  land.  A  summons  to  surrender  was 
next  day  sent  to  the  city  by  the  Prince  of  Hesse. 
The  Governor  of  Gibraltar  at  that  time  was  Don 
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Diego  de  Salinas,  a  man  of  oonsideiable  energy  and 

talent,  who  had  loim  been  aware  of  the  defenceless 
state  of  the  fortress,  and  who  had  akeady  rej^esented 
to  the  Court  of  Madrid  the  impossibility  of  sucoess- 
fully  resisting  a  powerful  enemy,  should  a  sudden 
attack  be  made  upon  the  place. 

The  garrison  was  miserably  weak,  and  the  fortifi- 
cations  m  very  bad  repair.  Nevertheless,  the  governor 
resolved  to  defend  it  to  the  last  extremity.  On 
receipt  of  the  sunmious  to  surrender,  a  council  of  the 
city  magnates  was  assembled  to  deliberate  upon  the 
reply  that  should  be  given. 

The  letter  from  the  pnnce,  which  was  to  tlic  fol- 
lowing  effect,  was  read  to  the  council : — **  that  before 
proceeding  to  the  extremity  of  warfare  lie  took 
occasion  to  express  a  hope  that  the  city  would  be 
governed  by  a  sense  of  justice  and  its  true  interests ; 
that  the  cause  in  which  he  was  engaged  was  idoue 
sufficient  to  create  a  desire  to  be  employed  in  it,  and 
that  he  hoped  on  sight  of  the  royal  letter  they  would 
obey  the  summons  of  Uis  Majesty  King  Charles,  as 
might  be  expected  from  so  noble  and  loyal  a  dty." 
A  reply  was  without  deky  agreed  to  and  transmitted 
to  the  prince  in  the  following  words : — "  that  having 
taken  an  oath  of  fidelity  to  Don  Philip  V.,  as  thehr 
natural  lord  and  king,  they  would  as  faithful  and 
loyal  subjects  sacrifice  their  lives  in  the  defence  of 
the  city  and  its  inhabitants,  and  that  consequently 
no  further  reply  to  the  contents  of  the  letter  was 
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Anticipating  the  immediate  commenee- 

iiient  of  hostilities,  De  Salinas  arranged  his  plans  of 
defence.  There  were  not  more  than  150  regulars 
inside  the  walls,  very  few  of  whom  were  artUler) men  , 
and  the  whole  force  that  could  be  mustered,  including 
the  anned  citizens,  did  not  exceed  500  men.  Never* 
thcless,  so  strong  was  the  fortress  by  position  and 
natural  defences,  that  even  with  this  feeUe  garrison, 
aided  by  the  efforts  of  the  inhabitants,  there  \va.s 
some  prospect  of  a  probnged  though  not  successful 
resistance. 

The  fortihcations  consisted  at  that  time  of  a 
strong  Line  wall  compassing  the  town  from  north  to 

south,  and  terminated  at  either  extremity  by  two 
moles,  the  southern  one  termed  the  new,  the  northern 
the  dd,  mole.  These  were  armed  with  heavjr  ordnance. 
A  few  hundred  yards  north  of  the  new  mole  was  a 
bastion,  also  heavily  armed.  The  Line  wall  was 
mounted  with  artillery  along  its  whole  length. 

The  batteries  at  the  old  mole  were  conhded  to 
the  care  of  200  armed  citisens,  under  the  com- 
luaad  oi'  Don  Bartolouii  Cai>tano.  The  new  mole  was 
defended  by  20  men  of  the  militia^  eight  miUtary 
invalids,  and  some  mined  inhabitants,  the  whole 
commanded  by  Don  i'rancisco  Torbio  de  Fuentes. 
60  invaUd  scddiers,  under  direction  of  Don  Diego 
de  Aviia,  had  charge  of  the  Land  Port  gate,  aiul 
the  castle  was  garrisoned  by  62  men,  including 


Digitized  by  Google 


108 


HI0TORT  OF  OIBBALTAa. 


six  belonging  to  the  artillery  and  six  dismounted 

cavalry.* 

On  the  morning  of  the  22nd,  orders  were  issued 
to  the  ships  which  had  been  appointed  to  cannonade 
the  town  to  take  up  their  positions  before  the  Line 
wall ;  but  the  wind  being  contrary,  they  were  not  able 
to  get  into  their  places. 

In  the  mean  time,  in  order  to  occupy  the  attention 
of  the  enemy.  Captain  Whittaker  was  sent  with  some 
boats  to  bum  a  Trench  privateer  of  12  guns,  at  the 
old  mde. 

Tliough  the  reply  to  the  summons  to  surrender 

was  couched  in  such  energetic  terms  of  refusal.  Sir 
George  Rooke  still  bdieved  that,  awed  by  the  presence 
of  such  a  powerful  armament,  the  garrison  would  be 
intimidated,  and  would  capitulate  on  the  commence- 
ment of  active  proceedings.  To  test  the  firmness  of 
their  intentions,  he  gave  orders  at  day-break  on  tlie 
2drd,  for  a  few  shots  to  be  fired  into  the  dty,  and 
waited  the  result,  previous  to  commencing  the  terrible 
bombardment  which  he  had  in  contemplation.  The 
fire  was,  however,  instantly  returned  by  the  besieged, 
upon  which,  signal  was  made  by  the  admiral  to  pre- 
pare for  action. 

As  had  been  previously  arranged,  the  attacking 
squadron  consisting  of  12  third-rates,  four  fourth- 
rates,  and  six  ships  of  the  Dutch,  under  Admirals  Byng 

*  Moati,  Hiflt.  de  Gibraltar.   Montero,  ib.   AjaU^  ib. 
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and  Vanderduscu,  got  under  weigh,  and  took  up  a 
station  extending  along  the  Front  or  Line  wall,  tcom 
the  new  to  the  old  mole  head.  At  the  same  time 
Paptain  Hicks,  with  the  Yarmoufh,  Tiger,  and  Hamp- 
ton Gonrt,  moved  to  the  westward  of  the  new  mole, 
against  which  point  the  principal  attack  was  directed.*. 
The  cannonade  then  commenced  all  along  the  line, 
and  was  kept  up  with  unabated  fury  for  six  hours, 
during  which  time  not  less  than  15,000  shot  were 
thrown  into  the  town. 

The  intensity  of  the  fire  soon  drove  the  enemy 
from  their  guns,  and  the  effects  of  the  bombardment 
upon  the  fortifications  became  apparent.  Captain 
Hicks,  who  with  the  Yarmouth,  Tiger,  and  Hampton 
TConrt  had  poured  a  concentrated  fire  into  the  defences 
on  the  new  mole,  silenced  the  guns  at  the  mole  head 
after  a  few  volleys,  and  the  enemy  were  compelled  to 
•abandon  the  works  at  that  point.  Perceiving  this. 
Sir  George  Rooke  resolved  to  take  the  defences  in 
flank,  by  effecting  a  landing  on  the  abandoned 
woi'ks.f 

Orders  were  instantly  sent  to  Captain  Whittaker 
to  arm  all  the  boats  of  the  fleet,  to  provide  himsdf 

with  a  sufiicient  force,  and  to  make  hinusclf  master  of 
the  new  mole  head.  |    Captain  Whittaker  was  at  this 

•  Londoii  Gait'tle.    1704.    Lives  of  the  Admirals, 
t  Despatch  from  Sir  Q.  Booke. 

J  "The  admiral,  considering  that  bj  jijftiniiifl^  the  fortifica- 
tions at  the  south  mole  head  lie  could  of  eoiiHequeiJce  reduce 
the  town,  ordered  Captain  Whittaker,  with  all  the  boats 
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time  in  the  Nottingham,  60  guns,  at  the  northern 
extremity  of  the  line,  and  nearly  a  mile  from  the  spot 
where  he  wag  ordered  to  land.  Whikt  he  was  pre* 
paring  to  ejLecute  his  orders  as  rapidly  as  possible, 
the  signals  conveying  his  instmctions  were  kept  flying, 
and  were  made  out  by  Captain  Hicks,  who  with  his 
ahips  was  within  500  yards  of  the  new  mole  faead« 
Biddng  the  displeasure  of  the  admiral,  he  resolved 
to  anticipate  Captain  Whittaker,  and  gain  possession 
of  the  abandoned  works  himself.  Acomlin^y,  the 
pinnaces  were  lowered  and  manned  with  sailors  and 
marines,  under  command  of  himself  and  Captain 
Jumper,  of  the  Lennox,  and  the  boats  pushed  off 
for  the  shore  without  opposition,  before  Captain 
Whittaker  could  arrive.  Scarcely,  however,  had  the 
men  set  foot  upon  the  land,  when  the  ciilui)  spi  uiig 
a  mine  under  the  ground  on  which  they  stood, 
blowing  two  officers  and  40  men  into  the  air,  wound- 
ing 00,  and  capsizing  seven  of  the  boats/  At  tliis 
juncture,  Captain  Whittaker  came  up,  and  landing 
with  ki:i  men  kept  possession  of  the  works,  uot- 

of  the  fleet  aimed,  to  endeaToor  to  poMM  himself  of  it;  which 
was  performed  wiih  great  Tigour  and  suooees  hj  Captauw 
Hicks  and  Jumper,  witik  their  pnmaoea  and  other  boats. 

The  order  was  no  aooner  issoed  for  Captain  Whittaker 
to  arm  the  boata,  than  Gaptaiiie  Hicka  and  Jumper,  who  were 
nearest  the  mole,  pushed  to  shore  with  tiie  pinnaees,  and  aeixed 
the  fortifications  before  the  rest  could  come  up." — (Boycr'a 
Aiinalr!  of  Queen  Anno.) 

^  Montero  dt scribes  thiB  explottiuu  as  haTing  taken  place 
at  the  M  mole,  but  he  is  joimtajiea* 
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withstanding  the  opposition  of  the  Spaniards,  who 
made  a  vigorous  sortie.  After  a  moment's  delay  the 
whole  party  advanced  abng  the  Line  wall,  northward, 
towards  the  town,  seizing  on  their  way  a  small  work, 
now  called  Jumper's  Bastion. 

Overcome  with  terror,  the  men,  avouicii,  and 
children  fled  from  the  city  and  escaped  to  the  souths 
where  they  took  refuge  in  the  sanctuaiy  of  the  Virgin 
de  Europa.  The  defences  along  the  Line  wall  being 
taken  in  flank  by  the  advance  of  Captain  Whittaker's 
party,  the  guns  were  abandoned,  and  the  whole  of  the 
south  district  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  English. 

* 

In  the  mean  time,  the  marines  on  the  Isthmus,  and 

the  ships  opposite  the  uorth-w  est  face  of  the  city,  had 
not  been  idle*  A  heavy  fire  had  been  kept  up  against 
Fort  Leandro,  at  the  old  mole  head,  which  resulted  in 
the  destruction  of  the  battery  and  the  capture  of  the 
mole. 

Ikfaten  at  eveiy  point,  the  two  principal  positions  of 
defence  taken,  the  Line  waU  in  possession  of  the  enemy, 
and  their  artiUer}'  destroyed,  flie  besieged  saw  the 
futihty  of  prolonging  the  contest.  The  fire  from  the 
fortress  ceased,  a  flag  of  truce  was  displayed,  and  the 
governor  expressed  a  desire  to  capitulate.  At  a 
Council  of  War,  articles  of  an  honourable  capitula* 
lion  were  drawn  up,  which  were  forwarded  to  the 
Prince  of  Hesse,  who  signified  his  willingness  to 
agree  to  them ;  and  the  ganiscm  smnendered  upon 
the  following  conditions  :— 
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Article  1. 

The  officers  and  soldiers  shall  be  allowed  to  march 

out  with  their  baggage,  and  the  sulci lers  may  take 
"what  they  can  cany  with  them :  the  officers,  the 
magistrates,  and  gentlemen  are  allowed  to  take  their 
horses :  and  for  those  without  baggage  who  choose  to 
depart  by  water  vessels  shall  be  provided. 

Article  II. 

Three  pieces  of  brass  cannon  of  different  sizes 

may  be  carried  away,  together  with  twelve  rounds  oi 
ammunition  to  each  gun. 

Article  III. 

A  supply  of  bread,  meat,  and  wine  for  six  day/ 

march  shall  be  pi-ovidcd. 

Article  lY. 

The  trunks  coutaining  the  baggage  of  the  officers, 
magistrates,  and  gentlemen,  shall  not  be  examined. 
The  gari  isoii  shall  march  out  within  three  days :  the 
effects  that  cannot  in  that  time  be  removed  shall  re- 
main in  the  place  to  be  sent  for  when  convenient,  and 
110  obstruction  shall  be  given  to  the  carts  conveying 
them* 

Article  V. 

To  the  inhabitants,  soldiers,  and  othcers,  who 
may  choose  to  remain  in  Gibraltar,  shall  be  conceded 
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the  same  privileges  they  had  in  the  time  of  Charles  II. ; 
the  religion  and  all  the  tribmials  shall  remain  intact 

and  without  alteration,  it  being  understood  that  the 
oath  of  fideUty  to  U.  M.  Charles  IIL^  as  legitimate 

lord  and  king,  is  to  be  taken. 

Article  VI. 

All  the  magazines  of  powder  and  of  imple- 
^inents  of  war  are  to  be  pointed  oat, — ^all  useless  arms^ 

and  all  the  provisions  that  exist  in  the  city. 

From  this  capitulation  the  French  and  all  subjects 
of  His  0.  Majesty  are  exdnded.   Thqr  shall  remain 
pri^iojiers  of  war,  and  all  their  property  will  be  at  the 
disposal  of  the  conqnerors. 
(Signed) 

G£0&GSp 

Landgrave  of  Hesse. 

July  24th»  1704. 

On  the  24th  July,  1704,  the  Prince  of  Hesse  took 

possession  of  the  fortress ;  the  Imperial  standard  was 
raised,  and  the. Archduke  Charles  proclaimed  as  the 
rightful  owner  of  the  city.  * 

•  All  the  Spanifh  authors  give  the  4th  Aiii^ust,  170t,  as  tho 
dnv  on  which  Gihraltar  surrendered  in  Kooke,  and  they  seem 
to  have  been  unable  to  understand  why  all  tlie  Enf^liflh  histo- 
rians aixree  that  the  2-lth  July  was  tlie  day  on  which  the  place 
fell    Montero,  Hiat.  de  Gibraltar,  page  2C5,  Bnyu: 

fmg"^«*  que  todofl  lo8  historiadoros  ing^eees  dd  rif(lo 
piWilo  hajiD  eqitirocado  la^ocha  deeite  sitioasegiinndo  baber 

S 
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Bat  Sir  George  Rooke  was  too  weii  aware  of  tlie 
value  of  Gibraltar  to  the  English  nation  as  the  key  of 
the  Mediterranean,  to  acquiesce  in  the  transfer  of 
so  important  a  fortress  to  the  precarious  sovereignty 
of  Charles  III.  By  his  orders  the  Imperial  banner 
was  hauled  down  and  the  royal  standard  of  England 
hoisted  in  its  stead.  The  city  was  then  taken  posses- 
sion of  in  the  uanie  of  Queen  Anne,  and  ISOO  English 
seamen  were  landed  to  occupy  the  place.  The  loss  of 
the  allies  in  the  action  was  two  lieutenants,  one  mas- 
ter^  57  sailors,  killed;  one  captain,  seven  lieutenants, 
one  boatswain,  207  ssilors,  wounded. 

The  inestimable  importance  to  Great  Britain  of 
the  capture  of  Gibraltar  appears  to  have  been  little  { 
appreciated  at  the  time,  and  contemponiiy  history 
speaks  of  the  event  as  of  questionable  advantage  to 
the  nation. 

Bishop  Burnet,  writing  on  the  subject,  says :  **  It 
has  been  much  questioned  by  men  who  understand 
these  matters  weD,  whether  our  possessbg  ourselves  of 
Gibraltar,  and  our  maintainiiig  ourselves  in  it  so  long, 
were  to  our  advantage  or  not.  It  has  certainly  put  us 
to  a  great  charge,  and  we  have  lost  many  men  in  it; 

hkIo  en  21  de  Julio  la  Uegoda  de  la  escuadra  a  la  Bahia  y  la 
toma  el  21." 

The  apparent  discrepancy  ia  howerer  very  Bimply  accounted 
for  by  the  fact  that  the  Gregorian  calculation  was  adopted  in 
Spain  before  the  year  1704,  while  it  wai  not  introdnoed  inte 
the  Eoghah  calendar  till  kog  afterwvde. 
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but  it  seems,  the  Spaniards,  who  should  know  the 

importance  of  the  place  best^  thiuk  it  so  valuable  that 
they  haye  been  at  a  much  greater  charge,  and  have 
lost  many  more  men  while  they  have  endeavoured  to 
recover  it,  than  the  taking  and  keeping  it  has  cost  us« 
And  it  is  certain  that  in  war,  whatsoever  loss  on  one 
side  occasions  a  greater  loss  of  men  or  treasure  to  the 
other,  must  be  reckoned  as  a  loss  only  to  the  side  that 
suffers  most."* 

It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  but  few  inhabitants  of 
the  dty  availed  themselves  of  the  provisions  of  the  5th 
article  of  the  capitulation.  Though  the  simple  form 
of  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  Charles  III.  would 
have  protected  them  and  their  properties  bom  molest- 
ation, the  citizens  with  honourable  resolution  preferred 
to  abandon  their  homes,  their  comforts,  and  their  for* 
tunes,  rather  than  submit  to  a  foreign  dominioiu 

On  the  day  of  the  surrender  the  authorities  and 
town-council  addressed  the  following  letter  to  King 
Philip  v.,  announcing  that  they  bad  been  compelled 
to  capitulate. 

"Sire. 

The  loyalty  with  which  this  city 

has  served  all  the  preceding  kings,  as  well  as  your 
Majesty,  has  ever  been  notorious  to  them.  In  this  last 
event,  not  less  than  on  other  occasions,  it  has  en- 

•  Bumet'a  liiatory  of  his  own  Times. 

s  ♦ 
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deavoured  to  exbibit  its  fidelity  at  the  price  of  lives 

and  property,  which  many  of  the  inhabitants  have  lost 
in  the  combat ;  and  with  great  honour  and  pleasure 
did  they  sacrifice  themselves  in  defence  of  your 
Majesty,  who  may  rest  well  assured  that  we  who  have 
survived  (for  our  misfortune)*  had  we  experienced  a 
Similar  fate,  would  have  died  with  glory,  and  would  nut 
now  suffer  the  great  grief  and  distress  of  seeing  your 
Majesty,  our  lord  and  master,  dispossessed  of  so  loyal 
a  city. 

"  Subjects*  but  courageous  as  such,  we  will  submit 

to  no  other  government  than  tliat  of  your  Catholic 
Majesty,  in  whose  defence  and  service  we  shall  pass  the 
remainder  of  our  lives ;  departing  from  this  fortress, 
where,  on  account  of  the  superior  force  of  the  enemy 
who  attacked  it,  and  the  fatal  chance  of  our  not  hav- 
ing  aoy  garrison  for  its  defence,  except  a  few  poor  and 
raw  peasants,  amounting  to  less  than  300,  we  have  not 
been  able  to  resist  the  assault,  as  your  Majesty  must 
have  alicadv  k  jirnt  tioiii  the  governor  or  others. 

"  Our  just  grief  allows  us  to  notice  no  .other  fact  for 
the  information  of  your  Majesty,  but  that  all  the  in- 
habitants, and  each  singly,  fulfilled  their  duties  in 
their  several  stations;  .and  our  governor  and  alcalde 
have  worked  with  the  greatest  zeul  and  activity,  with- 
out allowing  the  horrors  of  the  incessant  cannonad- 
ing to  deter  them  from  their  duties,  to  which  they 
attended  personally,  encouraging  all  with  great  devo- 
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tiou   May  Divine  Providence  guard  the  royal 

pencm  of  your  Majesty,  &c.  &c. 

Gibraltar,  August  5tli  (N.  S.),  1704."  • 

Tlie  exodus  from  the  city  was  au  affecting  and 
melancholy  spectacle. 

Overwhelmed  with  their  misfortune,  houseless 
and  witiiuiit  resources,  the  faithful  citizens,  both  poor 
and  rich,  both  old  and  young,  the  vigorous  and  the  in- 
firm, passed  through  the  gate  of  their  home,  and  dis- 
persed, whither  they  knew  not,  in  search  of  a  refuge  and 
a  habitation*  Numbers  fell  by  the  way,  victims  to  hun* 
gcr  and  fati^^ic ,  some  readied  Tarifa,  Medina-Sidonia,. 
lionda,  and  other  towns  in  the  neighbourhood ;  while 
many,  especially  the  authorities,  remained  at  St  Ro* 
que,  keeping  with  them  the  aichives  of  their  ancient 
city.  During  this  time  Sir  George  Rooke  was  occu* 
pied  in  restoring  tranquillity  in  the  garrison,  arrang- 
ing the  government,  and  landing  a  force  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  fortress.  The  Irince  of  Hesse  was 
appointed  governor,  with  1600  sailui*s  and  two  Dutch 
battalions  under  his  command* 

It  has  been  the  object  of  Spanish  historians  to 
detract  as  much  as  possible  from  the  glory  of  this 
conquest,  by  lepraenting  the  garrison  and  defences 
of  Gibraltar  at  the  time  of  the  attack  to  have  been  in 
a  state  of  feebleness  and  decay  amounting  to  power- 
lessness*  Though  it  is  undoubtedly  true  that  both 
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in  numbers  and  effectiveness  the  force  avaikble  for  the 
service  of  the  gons  was  inadequate,  yet  we  may  be* 
lievc  that,  including  the  Spanish  regulars  and  the  sail- 
ors from  the  French  privateer  which  was  burnt  in  the 
Bay,  there  could  not  have  been  less  than  200  disci- 
pliued  men  to  man  the  batteries.  Besides  these^ 
were  many  merchant  saOors  and  some  militia^  num- 
bering  iu  all  not  less  than  200  more,  exclusive  of 
those  who  took  up  arms  on  the  day  of  the  action. 

The  tovm  consisted  of  1200  houses;  ''and  sup- 
posing," says  James,  that  one  man  in  each  house 
was  able  to  bear  arms,  the  garrison  would  have 
consisted  of  1500  men,  a  force  snfficiciit  to  have  held 
out  against  the  allies  for  a  longer  time  than  six  hours, 
though  final  success  was  not  to  be  expected/'  * 

But  whatever  may  have  been  the  circumstances 
under  which  Gibraltar  fell  into  our  hands,  whether 
through  the  courage  of  our  seamen  or  the  defenceless 
condition  of  the  garrison,  the  eveut  was  of  inestimable 
importance  to  Great  Britain,  establishing  as  it  did 
her  power  and  supremacy  in  the  Mediterranean.  Yet 
so  little  was  the  value  of  the  conquest  understood  at 
the  time,  that  many  objections  were  urged  against 
England  keeping  possession  of  the  Rock,  and  the  most 
strenuous  supporters  of  Sir  George  Rooke  scarcely 
ventured  to  urge  the  capture  of  Gibraltar  as  a  reason 
for  grantmg  hi  in  those  rewards  for  his  services  which 
through  party  feding  were  so  long  withheld.  . 

*  Hiitoiy  of  the  Hercvletn  Stmtta,  by  Colonel  James,  1777. 
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Throughout  his  career  as  an  admiral,  he  had 

experienced  the  most  bitter  persecution  from  the 
Whigs  a  circumstance  which  may  be  accounted  for  hy 
the  part  he  assumed  in  &vour  of  the  Tories  while  he 
sat  m  the  iiouse.  Bishop  Biiniet,  who  was  his  sworn 
enemy,  sedulously  underrated  and  misrepresented  his 
services,  and  the  reverend  prelate's  writinf^  exhibit  a 
virulent  malice  in  all  his  comments  upon  the  conduct 
of  the  Admiral. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

BATTLS  OF  MALAGA. 

On  the  9th  of  August,  Sir  George  Uooke  sailed 
again  with  his  fleet  from  Gibraltar,  after  he  had  pro* 
vidcd  for  the  defence  and  supply  of  the  garrison. 
The  following  day  the  Admiral  came  in  sight  of 
the  French  fleet,  under  Count  de  Toulouse,  High 
Aihuirai  of  Irance,  consisting  of  52  sail  and  24 
galleys. 

When  flrst  descried,  the  enemy  were  about  10 

leagues  distant.  A  council  of  ilag-ofiicers  was  called, 
and  it  was  determined  to  lay  to  east  of  the  Rock«  to 
receive  and  engage  them.  During  the  night,  however, 
they  crept  away  to  the  eastward,  and  finding  that  they 
were  endeavouring  to  shun  fighting,  Sir  George  gave 
orders  to  chase  with  press  of  sail. 

On  the  llthf  one  of  the  enemy's  ships  ^was 
run  on  shore  and  burnt.  On  the  morning  of  the 
12th,  the  French  fleet  was  out  of  sight,  and  it  was 
feared  that  the  weather  being  calm  they  had  crept 
back  to  the  wcistsvard  with  the  aid  of  their  galleys. 
Another  council  of  war  was  assembled,  when  it 


Digitized  by  Google 


BATTLE  OF  MALAGA. 


121 


was  lesolved  that  if  the  enemy  were  not  seen  before 
night  the  fleet  should  return  to  Gibraltar. 

On  the  morning  of  Sunday  the  ISth,  the  French 
appeared  in  sight,  off  Gape  Malaga,  and  not  far  from 
shore.  They  immediately  brought  to  in  order  of 
battle,  with  their  heads  to  the  southward,  the  wind 
easterly.  The  line  was  strongest  in  its  centre,  and 
weakest  in  its  van  and  rear.  In  the  centre  was 
Mens,  de  Toulouse  with  the  White  squadron,  the 
White  and  Blue  led  the  van,  and  the  Blue  brought  up 
the  rear.  Each  admiral  had  his  vice  and  re^ 
admirals. 

The  British  fleet  consisted  of  53  ^sliips,  but  the 
Swallow  and  the  Panther,  two  fourth-rates,  with  a 
fifth-  and  sixth-rate  and  two  fire-ships,  were  ordered 
to  lie  to  windward,  in  case  they  should  be  required  to 
engage  the  enemy's  fire-ships.  Shortly  after  10  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  the  British  fleet,  with  Sir  George  Rooke 
and  Rear  Admirals  Byng  and  Dilkes  in  the  centre. 
Sir  Cloudesley  Shovel  and  Sir  John  Leake  in  the  van, 
and  the  Dutch  in  the  rear,  bore  down  upon  the  enemy 
in  order  of  battle.  The  French  instantly  set  all  their 
sails,  seemingly  with  the  intention  of  getting  the 
weather*gage ;  but  Sir  G.  Rooke  ran  up  the  signal  for 
action,  and  the  engagement  became  general  The 
Royal  Catharine,  flag-ship,  St.  George,  and  Shrewsbury 
suffered  severely  ;  but  about  two  in  the  afternoon,  the  > 
enemy's  van,  which  was  opposed  to  Sir  G.  Shovel, 
gave  way.  Unfortunately  the  British  fleet  was  scantily 
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supplied  with  ammunition,  25  rounds  per  gtin 
only  being  on  board  each  ship,  of  which  10 
rounds  per  gun  were  expended  in  the  first  hour's 
fighting.  Sir  Cloudesley  Shovel,  in  the  van,  closed  to 
within  pistol  shot  of  the  enemy  befoie  he  fired  a  gon, 
when,  pouring  in  a  tremendous  fire,  he  completely 
broke  that  part  of  the  line  opposed  to  him^  and  would 
have  captured  the  Adndnd  of  the  White  and  Bine, 
had  not  the  Frenchman  managed  to  outsail  him.  The 
action  contimied  with  unabated  fory  till  nightfiill» 
when  the  enemy  got  away  to  leeward  by  aid  of  their 
galleys.  The  loss  on  both  sides  was  very  heavy.  The 
French  connted  among  the  killed  the  Bailiff  of  Lonain, 
commodore  of  a  squadron,  the  Sieurs  de  Beleisle  and 
de  Troard^  five  .c^>tain8,  seven  lieutenants,  and  six 
sea  ensigns, — among  the  latter,  the  son  of  Marshal  de 
Chateau  Rcnaud.  Among  the  wounded  were  tho 
Count  de  Toulouse,  shot  in  three  places.  Commodore 
du  Casse,  the  Count  de  Rclingues,  the  Marquis  de 
Herhault^  the  Count  de  Cominges,  the  Count  de 
Fhillipeaux,  and  140  -other  officers.  The  total  of 
killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  was  3048. 

On  the  side  of  the  English  the  total  loss  was  2719, 
— Sir  Andrew  Leake,  one  captain,  four  lieutenants,  and 
two  warrant  othceis  killed ;  five  captains,  IS  lieuten- 
ants, and  18  warrant  officers  wounded. 

During  the  night  after  the  action,  the  two  fleets 
lay  to  repairing  defects  and  plugging  the  shot  holes. 
Scarcely  a  spare  topmast  was  left  in  the  fleet,  and  10 
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jmy  masts  were  up  before  the  mcxnung.*  Before 
break  of  day  tbe  wind  shifted  to  the  westward,  and 

the  enemy  taking  advantage  of  the  breeze  stood  away 
to  the  northward,  followed  by  the  confederate 

*  Letter  from  Sir  ClouclcalcY  Shovel : — **  Thisi  brings  news 
of  my  health  and  that  we  are  on  our  waj  homewards :  that 
which  sends  us  home  is  a  sharp  engagement  we  have  had  with 
the  FrencL  Our  number  of  ships  that  fou^t  in  the  line  of 
battle  were  pretty  equal :  I  think  they  were  49  and  we  68*  I 
judge  they  had  17  three-de(^ed  ah^  and  we  hut  Mf?en.  •  •  • 
We  having  the  weaiQier  gage^  gave  me  an  opportiinity  of  coming 
ai  new  .as  I  pleased,  whidi  was  within  pistol  shoti  before  I 
fired  a  gon,  through  whieh  means  and  God*i  asnstonce  the 
mmy  declined  ns,  and  were  on  tiie  ron  in  less  than  four  hours, 
If  whidi  time  we  had  little  wind,  and  llieir  galleys  towed  off 
their  lame  ships  and  others  as  they  pleased.  .  .  .  The  ships 
that  suffered  most  in  my  division  were  the  Lenox,  "Warspite, 
Tilbury,  and  Svviftbiu-e  ;  the  rest  escaped  pretty  well,  and  I  the 
best  of  all,  though  I  never  took  ^eater  pains  in  nil  my  life  to 
be  soundly  beaten;  for  I  set  all  my  sails,  and  rowed  with 
three  boats  a-head  to  get  alongsido  with  the  Admiral  of  the 
White  and  Blue;  but  he,  out-sailing  me,  shunned  fighting 
and  lay  alongride  of  the  little  ships:  notwithstanding,  the 
engagement  was  Toy  sharp,  X  think  the  like  between  two 
fleets  neYer  was  seen  in  any  time.\  •  •  After  the  fight  we 
were  two  days  in  sight  of  the  enemy  pisparing  ibr  a  second 
engagement,  but  the  enemy  declined,  and  stood  from  ns  in  the 
night- 

*  A  medal  was  stmek  in  Fans  in  conunemontion  of 'tiiis 

so-called  Tictofy. 

S^ain  is  roprosoated  sitting,  her  arm  leaning  on  a  pillar 
wilh  victory  over  her  head;  the  legend  tiina: 

**  Om  Hispanicp  seenntss.'*  On  the  exergue,-^ 
Anglorum  et  Batayorum  clause  fngata  ad  Malagam.  zxiT^ 
Augusti,  MDCOIV." — Lives  of  the  Admirals, 
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fleeter  but  without  ooming  to  au  engagement.  The 
16th  was  hazy,  and  no  signs  of  the  French  could  be 
discovered,  so  Sir  George  Rooke,  supposing  that  they 
had  made  for  Cadiz,  bore  away  for  the  westward,  and 
put  in  to  Gibraltar,  where  he  learnt  that  the  enemy 
had  not  passed  the  Straits.  In  the  mcantmie  the 
Count  de  Toulouse,  finding  his  ships  thoroughly 
disabled,  made  for  Toulon,  where  he  remained  many 
months  to  refit. 

This  memorable  battle  was  claimed  as  a  victory 
by  both  sides — though  it  cannot  be  questioned  that 
the  French  Admiral  sailed  away  from  his  enemy  the 
day  after  the  action  and  kept  on  his  course  for  1  union, 
while  Sir  George  Kooke  continued  in  chase  and  offered 
eveiy  temptation  for  a  renewal  of  the  engagement. 
The  French  fleet  was  completely  disabled,  and  for 
months  unfit  to  go  to  sea ;  the  English,  on  the  contrary, 
soon  repaired  their  damages  in  the  Bay  of  Gibraltar, 
and  in  eight  days  the  fleet  went  to  sea,  leaving  a 
squadron  under  Sur  John  Leake  for  the  protection  of 
our  interests  in  the  Mediterranean.  Thougli  the 
result  of  this  action  therefore  was  not  decisive,  the 
advantage  rested  with  the  English ;  and  if  there  was 
no  victory  to  claim,  it  was  because  the  Fi-ench  Admiral 
was  careful  not  to  risk  the  chance  of  losing  one. 

After  the  action  off  Malaga  the  English  fleet  sailed 
for  Gibraltar,  where  it  remained  eight  days  to 
refit.  Having  supplied  the  garrison  with  men  and 
provisions,  Sir  George  liooke  left  for  England,  leavmg 
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Sir  John  Leake  with  18  vesseh  to  watch  the  Straits 

and  the  coast  of  Portugal. 

Upon  his  arrival  at  home,  he  was  at  first  received 
with  marks  of  &Toar  and  gratitude,  but  party  spirit 
in  those  days  crushed  all  seiise  of  justice ;  and  con* 
ridenition  for  the  reputation  or  reward  of  public  men 
was  smothered  by  political  prejudice  and  fury. 

In  consequence  of  an  injurious  zeal  on  the  part  of 
8b  6.  Ilooke's  friends*  the  battle  of  Malaga  was  com- 
pared with  the  victory  of  Blenheim,  fought  in  the 
same  year.  Sir  George  belonging  to  the  Tory  party, 
and  having  sat  in  parliament  as  a  Tory  member,  a 
spirit  of  rivalry  at  once  sprang  up  between  the 
partisans  of  Marlborough  and  the  friends  of  Booke ; 
llic  Whigs  taking  care  to  extol  the  scnices  of  Marl- 
borough, while  the  claims  of  the  Admiral  were  sneered 
at  and  disparaged.  Rival  addresses  reached  the 
Qneen  from  all  parts  of  the  country,  and  the  excite- 
ment of  political  rivahy  spread  through  the  nation. 

In  spite  of  every  opposition,  the  House  of  Com- 
mons passed  a  resolution  congratulatmg  the  Queen 
on  the  victory  at  sea,  but  the  House  of  Lords  re- 
inamcd  obstinately  silent.  The  Cuuuuuns,  determined 
to  cany  the  point,  moved  anoth^  address  praying 
Her  Majesty  to  reward  the  troops  and  seamen  who 
had  so  greatly  distinguished  themselves. 

A  ooihsion  between  the  Lords  and  Commons 
seemed  imminent.  But  at  this  critical  juuclun'  Six 
George  Rooke,  with  a  magnanimity  which  proved  iar 
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more  forcibly  than  all  his  victories  the  greatness  of  his 
chaiacter,  appeased  the  rising  damour,  by  resigning  all 
his  appointments  and  retiring  into  private  seclusion. 

Buniet's  oontiniial  falsehoods  leooiled  paitialljr 
upon  his  own  head;  for  in  a  great  debate  in  the 
Lords,  in  1740,  the  Duke  of  Argyie,  who  in  former 
times  had  aat  in  the  House  with  him,  dadared  that 
"  with  regard  to  what  he  suys  against  Admiral  llooke, 
I  know  I  have  beard  it  liom  those  who  were  present 
that  the  greatest  part  of  it  is  a  downright  lie.  The 
Bishop,  it  is  well  known,  was  no  friend  to  that 
Admind»  and  therefore  he  easily  gave  credit  to  every 
malicious  story  he  heard  against  him.'* 

for  the  capture  of  Gibraltar,  one  of  the  greatest 
services  ever  rendered  to  this  country.  Sir  George 
Rooke  received  no  reward. 

When,  previous  to  his  retirement,  memorials  in 
his  favour  were  presented  to  the  Ministry,  the  success 
at  Gibraltar  was  urged  as  a  sufficient  claim  for 
reward,  in  terms  snfiSciently  apologetic  to  show  that 
the  Government  were  supposed  to  be  but  slightly 
acquainted  with  the  value  of  the  acquisition. 

In  a  MS.*  entitled  "  A  Nairative  of  the  proceed* 
ings  of  Sir  George  Kooke,"  which  is  apparently  a  letter 
in  defence  of  his  conduct  addressed  to  one  of  the  minis- 
ters, the  writer,  after  explaining  why  the  French  fleet 
was  not  attacked  on  the  voyage  from  Barcelona,  pro- 
ceeds to  aay, — Rooke  returned  into  the  Hediterra- 

*  MS.  British  H useum. 
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Dean,  where,  pmsuant  to  such  orders  as  he  had  le- 
ceived  from  the  Kings  of  Spain  and  Portugal,  to 
attack  the  enemy  in  Andalusia,  he  immediately,  in 
prosecution  of  that  design,  attempted  and  took  the 

stroDi;  tow  n  ;ind  fortress  of  Gihmltar,  an  acquisition 
of  so  great  renown  to  Her  Majesty's  naval  strength 
in  those  remote  seas,  of  so  much  disappointment 
and  mortification  to  the  Spaniards,  who  have  always 
reckoned  that  place  (as  it  truly  is)  as  one  of  the  keys 
of  the  kingdom,  that  as  fay  their  attempt  to  recover 
it  in  the  present  weak  state  of  their  army,  concurring 
with  the  unlucky  circumstances  of  the  Erench  king's 
affair,  fi  uiii  whom  alone  their  succours  must  cumc,  their 

frontiers  may  by  such  a  division  be  so  weakened  and 
exposed  that  there  is  fair  probability  that  Her  Maj>  ty 
and  her  allies  on  that  side  may  gather  such  fruit  from 
that  fortunate  action  as  to  think  it  well  worth  record* 
ing  among  the  articles  of  praise  and  thanks  due 
thereby  to  the  merits  of  the  fleet,  and  therein  princi- 
pally  and  justly  to  the  Commander  in  Chief/' 

Sir  George  liookc  survived  his  unjust  treatment 
only  a  few  years.  Ue  died  in  1708,  in  his  58th  year, 
and  was  buried  in  the  cathedral  at  Canterbury^* 

•  Avihontiet: — IAycb  of  the  Admirals,  vol.  hi.  Letter 
from  Sir.  C.  Shovel.  Burnet's  liiBtory  of  his  own  Times* 
C^umcj,  Uiiitoire  Aliiitaire. 
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CHAPTER  VIU- 

TWJ&LFTH  S1£Q£  OF  Gifi&ALTAR. 

Altuoigu  the  British  GovcrnmcuL  had  expressed 
80  little  satisfaction  at  the  capture  of  Gibraltar^ 
Spam  was  fully  alive  to  the  importance  of  the  phice, 
and  had  no  sooner  lost  it  than  she  attempted  its 
recovery.  The  more  certainly  to  attain  her  object,  she  i 
abandoned  her  operations  on  the  frontiers  of  Portugal, 
and,  withdrawing  the  troops,  directed  the  whole 
energy  of  her  resources  against  Gibraltar.  The  ex* 
pcditiuii  wa^  composed  of  12,000  men,  9000  Span- 
iards and  3000  French,  the  whole  under  the  com* 
mand  at  the  Marquis  de  Villadarias,  a  brave  and  able 
soldier.  A  French  squadron,  consisting  of  12  ships- 
of-the*line,  and  seven  ^frigates,  under  Ckmunodore 
Points,  also  co-operated. 

The  divisions  of  the  Spanish  army  were  command- 
ed by  the  most  distinguished  men  in  Spain,  amongst 
them  General  Count  d  Aguilar,  the  Duke  d'Ossuna, 
the  Conde  de  Pinto,  and  the  Marquis  de  Aitona.  The 
French  were  led  by  General  Cavanne. 

The  garrison  of  the  fortress  did  not  exceed  3000 
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men,  aad  many  of  these  were  in  an  undisciplined 
state ;  amongst  them»  says  Ayala,  many  vagabonds 
bom  Spain  and  deserters  from  the  Spanish  army. 

Since  the  place  had  been  in  the  hands  of  the 
English  some  additicms  bad  been  made  to  the 
defences.  Several  bastions  had  been  constructed,  and 
the  Land  Port  gate  defended  with  20  pieces  of  cannon ; 
a  tower  was  anned  to  oommand  the  enemy's  camp, 
and  the  inundation,  which  still  forms  one  of  the  most 
formidable  obstacles  to  an  advance  upon  the  city  from 
the  north,  was  constructed. 

On  the  9th  of  October,  1704,  the  enemy  opened 
their  trenches  at  about  400  iaisea  distance  from  the 
liock,  and  on  the  1 5th  opened  fire  from  a  batterj'  of 
three  guns,  which  destroyed  the  round  tower. 

Sir  George  Rooke,  who  did  not  arrive  in  T^n gland 
Tinti]  the  24th  September,  had  been  charged  by  Sir 
John  Leake,  who  was  then  at  Lisbon,  to  represent 
the  necessity  of  refitting  the  squadron,  and  providing 
for  the  relief  of  Gibraltar  should  it  be  attacked. 

Sir  George  lost  no  time  in  pressing  these  services 
upon  the  Government;  and  on  the  30th  September, 
Admiral  Leake  was  apprized  of  the  willingness  of  the 
Adniiraky  to  send  him  supplies.  A  letter  dated 
Windsor,  30th  September,  1704,*  says, — 

•  Egcrton  MSS.  British  Museum.  The  si^ature  to  tliia 
letter  is  KG  indi^^tinct  that  I  have  been  uiuible  to  decipher  il,^ 
It  ia  dated  \V  md^or,  and  is  evidontly  otiiciat 
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"Sir, 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  owne 

the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  5th,  O.  S.,  with  the 
copie  of  the  orders  you  had  from  Sir  George  Rooke. 
That  letter  came  before  Sir  George  Eooke,  who  did 
not  arrive  at  St  iicUca's  (?)  till  the  24th,  aiul  I  took 
care  to  send  him  one,  which  you  enclosed  for  him, 
thither.  Sir  George  has  acquainted  the  Priuce  *  with 
y'  want  of  Navall  stores,  upon  which  His  Royal 
Highnesse  has  directed  the  Navy  board  to  send  you  a 
hundred  coil  of  rope  if  possible,  and  as  many  sayles 
for  4th  and  5th  rates  as  can  be  gott  ready  to  goe 
w*th  this  convoy. 

"  I  need  say  nothing  of  the  order  that  comes  with 
this  for  f  supplying  the  garrison  of  Gibraltar,  which  the 
Queen  thinks  it  is  very  much  for  her  service  to  keep, 
tho'  at  an  expence  to  her,  which  should  indeed  be 
borne  by  the  two  Kings  of  Spain  and  Portugal. 

To  Sir  John  Leake, 

"  Lisbon." 

The  Admiral  had  scarcely  received  this  letter, 
before  a  despatch  reached  him  from  Prince  George  of 
Ilesse,  iufomiiug  him  of  the  situation  of  afioirs  at 
Gibraltar,  t 

•  Prince  George  of  Denmaxk,  Lord  AdmlnJ  of  Eng- 
land. 

t  Prince  George  of  Hesse  to  Sir  John  Ltjake,  October  4th, 
170L    liwukc  MSS.  lin Littii  Mu^um. 
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"Sir, 

I  despatch  this  express  to  give 
his  Catholic  Majesty  and  you  an  account  of  a  squad- 
ron of  Fiench  shipps  which  came  into  the  bay  this 
evening,  the  number  of  which  are  19,  great  and 
small,  and  of  the  line  of  battle,  as  you  will  find  by  the 
opinion  of  the  sea  officers  herrin  enclosed. 

''Their  design  is  to  besiege  us  by  sea  and  land, 
having  on  board  3000  men  to  put  a-shoaie,  and  the 
rest  proportionable  to  that  attempt ;  therefore  T  desire 
the  favour  of  you  to  take  it  into  consideration  and  to 
make  all  the  speed  you  can,  and  aa  you  shall  judge 
properest  for  the  publick  service  and  the  relief  of  this 
place/' 

Vpon  the  receipt  of  this  ctjuinmiikation  the  Ad- 
miral prepared  to  sail  to  the  assistance  of  Gibraltar. 
Before  he  started,  the  ''Lark,"  which  had  been  sent  in 
charge  of  Captain  Fotherby  to  reconnoitre  the  Bay, 
returned  to  Lisbon  with  intelligence  as  follows : 

"Captain  Fotherby s  account  of  the  enemy  at 
Gibraltar. 

"  Lark.    liisbon  River, 

October  8th,  1704. 

•*  On  the  30th  September,  m  the 
morning  counted  two-and*twentie  French  men-of-war 

frigatts  and  tenders,  at  au  anchor  off  of  old  Gibraltar:* 

*  On  the  west  aide  of  the  bay. 
0  • 
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one  of  90  guns,  four  as  bigg  as  our  70  gun  ships,  and 
nine  from  6d  to  50  guns,  the  rest  frigatts  and  tenders. 
About  ten  of  the  clock  in  the  moru,  the  Rear  Admiral, 
with  eight  of  the  biggest  ships,  loosed  their  fore-top- 
saOes  in  the  top,  the  biggest  ship  excepted,  who  made 
no  signal  (?) . 

"At  twelve  at  night,  warped  my  ship  out  of  the 

new  mould,  and  at  one  got  imder  sail,  and  was  chased 
for  about  an  hour  by  two  ships,  which  came  from  the 
southward.  It  was  the  opinion  of  most  of  the  officers 
there,  that  they  did  not  much  fear  what  the  enemy 
could  do  them,  except  they  attacked  them  at  a  time 
both  by  sea  and  land,  which  if  they  did,  said  they, 
they  must  be  forced  to  divide  their  men  into  too  many 
parties,  that  they  would  never  be  off  of  duty,  and  that 
they  had  provision  till  the  beginning  of  December, 
but  knew  uot  whether  they  meant  old  stile  or  new. 
The  prince  told  me  one  day  that  he  was  afraid  if  the 
enemy  should  attack  him  both  by  sea  and  land  for 
any  time,  that  they  might  want  powder.  The  fleet 
has  lauded,  as  our  officers  imagined  by  their  way  of 
encampment,  to  the  number  of  3000  men,  two  of 
which  they  took  to  be  Neapolitants,  out  of  their 
galleys,  and  iOUO  French  maiines ;  and  as  we  believe 
were  landing  of  their  cannon,  but  had  mounted  but  one 
small  piece,  which  fired  in  their  camp  to  set  their 
watch :  and  everybody  thought  they  might  be  between 
8000  and  9000  horse  and  foot.  They  were  encamped 
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about  a  mfle  fiuiher  from  the  town  than  our  marines 

were  when  the  town  was  taken. 

"The  prince  had  planted  all  two-and-thirty 
pounders  on  the  battery  at  the  new  mould,  as  also  at 
the  round  tower  at  the  head  of  the  old  mouldy  the 
guns  of  the  htt^  being  canyed  and  carrying  to  a 
Ticw  battery  which  was  making  on  the  point  of  the 
rock  above  the  monastiy,  from  which  they  tell  you 
they  shall  be  able  to  dismount  the  enemy's  cannon 
when  they  come  to  batter  the  towne,  and  of  mightie 
service  to  them  when  they  shall  be  attacked. 

"  Did  not  see  but  there  was  abundant  of  cheer- 
fidness  in  both  oOicci's  and  souldiers,  and  thnt  they 
were  resolved  to  hold  it  out  as  long  as  they  had  any 
amimuiiiiou."  * 

On  the  28th  of  October,  the  enemy  opened  lire 

from  a  battery  of  seven  guns,  directed  against  tlie 
Bastion  St  Paul,  vnih  some  effect,  and  Count  New- 
gent,  Governor  of  the  city,  was  mortaDy  wounded- 

The  enemy's  camp  rapidly  increased,  six  battaliuas 
of  the  French  were  landed,  two  battahons  of  the 
Duke  of  Anjou's  guards  joined  the  Spaniards,  and  an 
artillery  park  was  established. 

Fifom  the  fortress  a  constant  and  weU-diiected  fire 
was  sustained  upon  the  advanced  works,  and  so  active 
was  the  garrison  that  the  besiegers  made  but  little 
progress. 

•  Id.  Egerton  MSS.  British  Moaeum. 
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Taking  advantage  of  the  commanding  heights, 
cannon  and  mortars  were  dragged  up  the  steeps  of 

the  Rock  and  brought  to  bear  witii  success  upon  the 
ttenches  below.* 

On  the  29th  October,  Admiral  Leake  sailed  into 
the  lioy,  and  surprised  a  French  squadron  which  ky 
off  the  town.   Unable  to  escape,  the  commodore  ran 

•  "  Gibraltar,  October  24, 1701,  S. 

"Sir, 

**I  have  Bent  several  accounts  by  different 
ways  to  you  about  tlio  condition  of  tliis  place,  which  1  don't 
know  it'  anv  has  had  the  crood  fortune  to  reach  your  handn.  .  . 
This  T  sent  you  by  another  eonveniency,  t«>  k't  you  know  the 
P:-en<'li,  havin^jj  landed  «ix  battalions  and  the  number  of 
fcjpauyarda  beini;  inereadcd  to  eight  battalions,  whereof  there 
are  two  of  the  l)uko  of  Anjou's  guards,  and  their  horse  con- 
nating  of  nine  squadrons, .  .  .  and  having  likewise  brought 
together  a  good  number  of  artillery  and  mortars  with  all  tho 
neeeaiarys  for  a  siege,  they  opened  their  trencbos  the  21at|  at 
night,  trcm  the  furthermost  mill,  and  when  mj  last  letter  was 
sealed  they  were  yery  little  adyanced. . . .  But  since  that  they 
have  advanced  100  paces  nearer  to  the  towne,  notwithstanding 
we  obliged  them  to  goe  on  but  veiy  slow,  by  our  mortars 
and  cannons,  having  brought  upon  the  top  of  the  hill  three 
twelve-pounders  with  some  lont?  throe-pounders,  all  bra«B, 
wliieh  overlook  them  all.  That  we  are  in  no  luaimer  of  eon- 
ceme,  only  that  we  have  not  powder  cuough  for  a  lasting 
siege. 

**  Gf.oroe, 
Fringe  of  Hesse. 

Sir  John  Leake»  Knt." 

iMkt  Mas.  Brit  HmMHD. 
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his  vessels  *  ashoie,  where  they  were  set  on  fire  by  the 
AdmiraL 

By  this  time  the  trenches  were  considerably  ad- 
vanced. Notwithstanding  the  heavy  fire  kept  np  from 
the  Rocky  several  offeusive  batteries  were  unmasked, 
and  a  damaging  cannonade  was  opened  against  tJie 

Laud  Port  gate  and  curtain.! 

The  arrival  of  Sir  John  Leake  with  his  squadron 

*  Two  men-of-war,  86  gims  each ;  one  fingaie,  16  guna ; 
one  iimhip,  24 ;  two  Sngliah  priaea,  and  other  craft.  The 
XMa  Freneh  frigate  got  sway,  hut  waa  taken  hj  the  SwaHhw. 

t  "  H.  B.  H.  Prince  Geurgo  of  Denmark,  hord  High  Ad- 
miral of  England  and  Ireland  and  of  all  Her  Majesty's  Plfuti^ 
tions,  and  Generaliaaimo  of  all  Hit  Majesty's  Forces. 

"  Her  Majesty  haWng  taking  y'  letter  of  this  niontli  into  her 
consideration,  together  with  a  resolution  of  u  Council  of  Warr 
held  by  you  the  day  before  at  Liabon,  and  the  copy  of  the 
Letten  firom  Prince  George  of  Heaae  and  Captain  Fotiierby  of 
the  Lark  dated  the  28rd  of  laat  month  at  Gibraltar,  which  70a 
aent  hither  hy  the  Tartar,  and  thinking  it  veiy  mnch  to  her 
aerrice  to  prevent  the  Towne  and  garriaou  of  Gibraltar  firom 
fidling  into  the  Enemy*s  handa;  I  doe  tiierefore  in  pnran* 
ance  of  ller  M.'s  pleasure  hereby  direct  and  require  yon  to 
endeavour  to  atttinpt  thi'  relief  of  that  place,  in  case  it  is 
besieijc'd,  if  it  shall  be  thou;;ht  practienble  by  a  Counril  of 
Warr,  and  to  take,  sink,  burn,  or  uiherwise  destroy  ail  the 
Enemy  a  shipa  that  you  shall  meet  with. 

October  24th,  1704. 

^  GSOBOI. 

To  Sir  John  Leake, 
""Tice  AdmL  of  the  Blue  Sqnadnm  of  Her  Majesty  *8  Fleet** 

Ad.1188.  BritHuaam. 
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compelled  the  besiegers  to  discontinue  for  a  time 
their  operations  on  the  western  side  of  the  north 
frfjnt,  as  the  guns  of  the  fleet  raked  the  trenches  and 
rendered  them  untenable.  Despairing  of  success 
through  the  slow  and  regular  operations  of  a  siege, 
the  enemy  conceived  the  bold  and  desperate  uka  of 
scaling  the  precipice  of  the  Rock  and  falling  upon  the 
garrison  by  surprise.  The  danger  and  indeed  hope- 
lessness of  such  an  enterprise  must  have  been 
unknown  to  the  gallant  men  who  volunteered  to 
attempt  it.  Early  in  November  a  goatherd,  by 
name  Simon  Susarte^  a  native  of  Gibraltar,  who  was 
intimately  acquainted  with  the  paths  and  passes  on 
the  llock,  came  to  the  Marquis  of  Villadarias,  and 
made  known  to  him  the  possibility  of  reaching  the 
sumuiit  of  the  hill  by  a  pathway  on  the  eastern  side 
but  little  known, and  termed  the  Sendadcl  Pastor:" 
the  Marquis,  too  cautious  to  risk  the  lives  of  his  men 
on  the  mere  statement  of  the  goatherd,  sent  an  officer 
accompanied  by  Susarte  to  examine  the  road. 

This  officer  reported  that  the  project  was  feasible. 
Accordingly,  on  the  night  of  the  31st  October,  600 
men,  imder  the  command  of  Colonel  iigueroa,  were 
selected  for  tliis  forlorn  hope,  and  having  taken 
the  sacrament,  marched  with  cautious  st^  from  the 
advanced  trenches  round  the  eastern  side  of  the  Bock, 
ToUowing  their  guide,  the  goatherd,  they  crept  silent- 
ly up  the  narrow  and  precipitous  track  by  the  pass 
of  locust  trees,  and  reached  St  Michael's  cave  in 
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safety.  Here  they  secreted  themselves  until  morning. 
Shortly  before  daybreak  they  emerged  from  their  con- 
cealment and  advanced  to  the  signal  station,  where 
they  suipiised  and  massacred  the  guard,  and  with 
the  jussistancc  of  ropes  and  ladders  succeeded  in  pull- 
ing up  from  the  steep  declivity  on  the  eastern  side 
many  of  the  party  who  had  been  left  behind.  In  the 
mean  time  the  alarm  was  given  to  the  garrison  below, 
who  were  astonished  at  the  appearance  of  an  enemy 
on  the  very  summit  of  the  Rock.  A  regiment  of  grena- 
diers under  Trmce  Uenry  of  Armstadt  was  ordered  to 
dislodge  them.  Advancing  nnder  great  disadvantages, 
ha\ing  to  climb  up  a  steep  and  stony  ascent,  they  lost 
many  men  before  they  could  close  with  the  Spaniaids, 
who  with  an  inaccessible  precipice  behind  them,  and 
left  to  their  fate  without  support,  fought  with  desperate 
energy.  But  courage  would  not  avail  them.  Their 
annnuiutiun,  which  did  not  exceed  thivc  rounds  per 
man,  soon  iiailed  them,  and  alter  losing  160  of  their 
number,  they  surrendered  unconditionally.  A  few, 
including  the  guide  Susarte,  fled  by  the  pathway  up 
which  they  had  advanced,  and  having  reached  the 
camp  in  safety  related  the  disaster. 

Though  it  is  extremely  improbable  that  under 
every  favourable  circumstance  this  surprise  would 
have  been  successful,  yet  through  the  misconduct 
of  the  Marquis  Villadarias,  its  failure  was  insured. 
It  had  been  arranged  that  upon  the  morning  wlieu 
the  httle  band  of  volunteers  reached  the  cave  above 
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the  summit  of  the  hill,  a  vigoions  attack  should 
be  made  from  the  north  front  and  all  along  the  line, 
to  distract  the  attention  of  the  besieged,  while  at  the 
same  time  another  body  of  volunteers  was  to  ascend 
the  Rock  and  join  their  couirades.  But  a  contemptible 
misunderstanding  arose  between  the  Spanish  general 
and  the  French  general,  Gavanne,  which  resulted  in 
the  abandonment  of  the  gallant  party  and  the  failure 
of  the  enterprise.* 

Frash  liatterics  liaving  been  opened,  the  enemy 
succeeded  in  destroying  the  Bastion  of  San  Pedro, 
which  flanked  the  curtaili  of  the  Land  Port  gate. 

To  assist  in  making  fascines,  clearing  away  rub* 
bish  from  the  ditches,  and  dragging  guns  and  mortars 
up  the  hiU-sidc,  sailors  and  marines  were  hnded  from 
the  fleet. 

Towards  the  dose  of  November,  the  enemy's  fire 

♦  It  is  remarkiibie  that  this  daring  attoin})t  is  scarcely  re- 
ferred to  either  by  the  Prince  of  Hesse  or  others  who  wore 
present  at  the  siei^e.  In  a  letter  to  Sir  John  Leake  (tlien  in 
the  bay)  the  Prince  merely  rcmarka  that  the  enemy  made  an 
attempt  to  scale  the  heights ;  and  in  the  Journal  of  an  Officer 
who  was  present  during  the  whole  8iege (firitiab  Muaemo) 
IB  the  following  entij,  dated  Oct.  Slst : — 

"  Tm  hundrod  Spuiiarda  attacM  the  Middle  HOI,  Imt  hy 
the  dOigenoe  Mid  bravery  of  our  officers  were  soon  repulsed, 

and  200  men  with  their  eommanding  officer  taken;  the  rest 
were  killed  by  our  shot,  or  in  making  their  escape  broke  their 
necks  over  the  rtx-ks  and  preeipicecs,  whieli  in  tlint  place  are 
very  many  and  prodigiously  high*  In  thin  skmmah  Prince 
Henry  was  wounded.*' 
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became  moat  destmctiye,  all  the  guns  which  had 

been  mounted  on  the  heights  of  the  Bock  were 
destroyed,  and  provisions  for  14  days  only  re* 
maioed.* 

Happily  at  this  critical  juncture  intelligence  ar- 
rived from  Lord  Methueo,  our  ambassador  at  Lis- 
bon, ^uHiancing  that  2000  effective  men,  with  a  foil 
complement  of  officers,  and  provided  with  engineers' 
tooby  woald  sail  immediately  for  the  Rock,  and  that 
a  further  reinforcement  of  1000  men  would  leave  as 
soon  as  ships  to  convey  them  should  arrive  from  Ireland. 
Moreover  500  men  were  ready  to  embark  at  Lagos, 
and  Sir  John  Leake  was  requested  to  send  three  men* 
of*war  to  take  them  on  board.t 

The  promise  of  such  ample  succour  raised  the 
drooping  spirits  of  the  garrison  and  alleviated  the  pri* 
vationa  they  endmred.  Bat  disease  was  already  rife 
among  the  tro(ipi>  aud  thinned  the  ranks  with  a  fatal 
rapidity.  Medicines  became  scarce,  and  the  supply 
in  the  hospitals  on  shore  having  become  exhausted, 
the  surgeons  were  dependent  upon  the  fleet  for 
drags.  Shoes  too  were  worn  oat  and  coold  not  be 
replaced.    Saiulals  were  made  of  hay  and  straw. 

By  the  6th  of  December  the  garrison  had  reached 
the  extremity  of  want,  few  men  remained  fit  for 
doty,  and  the  damaged  parapets  were  left  unrepaired. 

•  Priiu  c  of  He«e  to  Sir  John  Lcako,  X.  >v  25th,  1704. 
t  Lord  Mt'thiien  to  Sir  John  Leakey  Lisboi^  ^or*  ICtb, 
1701  LeftkoMSS. 
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Having  become  aware  of  the  state  of  things  within 
the  walls,  the  enemy  harassed  the  troops  incessantly, 

day  and  night.  The  breaches  were  constantly  attacked, 
but,  although  only  1300  healthy  men  were  available 
for  duty,  the  assaults  were  successfully  repulsed. 

On  the  7th  of  December,  to  the  inexpressible  joy 
of  the  garrison,  nine  ships  came  in  bringing  troops, 
provisions,  and  munitions  of  war. 

Off  Cape  Spartel  they  met  with  the  french  fleet 
under  Commodore  Points,  and  had  a  narrow  escape 
from  being  captured,  for  the  enemy  hoisted  Englisli 
and  Dutch  colours,  a  stratagem  which  was  fortunately 
obscncd  before  the  fleet  bore  down  upon  them. 

Encouraged  by  the  reinforcements,  a  sally  upon 
the  advanced  works  was  projected,  and  carried  into 
execution  on  the  night  of  the  12th  with  most  com- 
plete success ;  a  great  number  of  gabions  were  de- 
stroyed and  the  works  demolished.* 

On  the  2Uth  the  garrison  made  another  sally, 
which  is  described  in  the  following  letter  from  the 
Prince  of  Hesse.f 

''By  the  Newcastel's  sailing  to  join  the 

squadron  under  comand  I  wouKl  not  let  pass  so 
good  an  oportunity  to  acquaint  you  how  this  evening 
we  resolved  to  make  a  sally,  which  succeeded  to  our 

♦  Jounuil  of  an  Officer  during  the  Siege.  British  MuBeiun. 
t  Priuce  of  Hesae  to  Sir  J.  Leake,  Dec.  23rd,  1704.  Au- 
tograph, Britiah  Miueum. 
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expectations^  by  ruiniDg  the  enemy  's  two  next  trenches 
to  our  pallisadoes,  so  that  it  wiQ  bee  some  days'  worck 
before  they  canii  luuke  it  up  again ;  as  fur  the  rest,  the 
bearer  and  Captain  Legg»  I  do  not  doubt,  hath  given 
you  a  ftill  account  of  our  succours'  happy  arrival,  and 
now  it  is  hoped  most  of  the  rest  is  safe.  1  hope  you 
will  pardon  the  freedome  I  have  taken  in  detaining 
this  skip  soc  long  here  for  reason  all  the  garrison 
wanting  of  fresh  provisions*  I  desired  him  to  convoy 
two  of  the  transports  to  Tetnan  which  would  not  be 
ready  sooner.  In  the  mean  time  I  hope  you  will  be 
here  soone,*  that  some  dispositions  might  be  taken 
how  to  drive  the  enemy  quite  out  of  their  trcnehes, 
which  only  cann  be  the  securer  executed  by  good 
assistance.  Pray  pardon  this  my  ill  whriting,  bemg 
without  a  Secretary.    I  am  whit  all  sincerity, 

"     most  humble  sert., 

**  Geoboi, 
Prince  of  Hesse." 

On  the  26th  January,  170S,  the  Spaniards, 
having  received  reuiforcements,  made  an  attack 
upon  the  work  at  the  extremity  of  the  King's  lines 
with  a  few  grenadiers,  but  they  were  repulsed  wiiii 
the  loss  of  two  officers  and  many  men ;  next  day  the 
assault  was  repeated  with  a  force  of  600  men,  all  French 
and  Irish,  supported  by  1000  Spaniards.  The  object 

*  Sir  John  had  sailed  for  Litibon. 
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of  this  attack  was  to  storm  the  breach  in  the  rouud 
tower  at  the  extremity  of  the  King's  lines,  and 

another  \v]n(  li  had  been  made  in  the  ijitrenchment  on 
the  hill ;  *  the  latter  was  defended  at  night  by  a  cap* 
tain,  three  subalterns,  and  90  men,  but  60  men  wcro 
usually  withdrawn  at  daybreak.  The  round  tower  t 
was  garrisoned  by  a  lientenant-eolonel  and  ISO  men. 
By  the  means  of  intelHgence  from  deserters,  the  Span- 
ish general  had  become  aware  of  the  strength  of 
these  posts,  and  arranged  the  attack  accordingly.  The 
assaulting  party  tolti  off  for  the  breach  in  the  in- 
trenchment  on  the  hill  succeeded  in  climbing  the 
Rock  unobserved,  and  secreted  themsdves  among  the 
stony  clclts  until  daybreak,  when  the  60  men  had 
as  usual  been  withdrawn  from  the  guard. 

At  sunrise  they  huv>t  from  their  concealment, 
assaulted  the  breach,  and  hurling  hand-grenades  over 
the  wall,  drove  back  the  few  men  that  remained  to 
defend  it.  At  the  same  moment  300  Spaniards 
attacked  the  breach  in  the  round  tower,  which  was 
gallantly  defended  bv  Lieutenant-Colonel  Barr,  not- 
withstanding  that  the  enemy  having  passed  the  upper 
breach  took  him  in  flank,  and  caused  him  some  loss  by 
throwmg  down  heavy  stones  and  liuud-grenades.  At 
length,  overwhelmed  by  numbers,  the  English  were 
compeUed  to  abandon  the  tower ;  but  by  this  time  the 

*  Tlie  line  of  communication  between  the  round  tower  and 
Salto  (le  Lobe. 

1 1  auspect  this  was  Fort  San  Pedro,  before  mentioned. 
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garrison  had  become  alarmed,  and  500  men,  mider 
command  of  Colonel  Moncal,  were  sent  to  lecover  the 
position  and  drive  out  the  enemy.  This  was  easily 
effected,  and  the  tower  was  retaken,  after  haviug  been 
in  possession  of  the  Spaniards  for  about  an  hour. 

Since  December  the  besiegers  had  suffered  terribly 
from  the  mcessant  rains  and  tempestuous  weather^ 
The  trenches  were  Med  with  mud  and  water,  and 
disease  of  a  malignant  type  broke  out  in  the  camp. 
In  consequence  of  the  floods  and  rising  of  the  rivers, 
the  convoys  of  provisions  from  the  intmor  could  not 
reach  the  lines,  and  the  soldiers  endured  hornble 
sufferings. 

I'he  siege  had  now  lasted  nearly  five  iiioiiths,  and. 
in  spite  of  the  repeated  assurances  of  the  Marquis 
ViUadarias,  there  appeared  no  prospect  of  success* 
Dissatisfied  with  the  delay,  and  doubting  the  capacity 
of  his  general,  King  Philip  availed  himself  of  the  offer 
of  the  French  Court,  and  appointed  Marshal  Tess^  to 
the  coumiand-in-chief  of  the  combined  army. 

On  the  8th  Febmaiy,  the  Marshal  arrived  before 
Gibraltar,  bringing  with  him  a  reinforcement  of  4000 
men,  which,  in  addition  to  four  companies  from  the 
garrison  of  Oran  and  1000  grenadiers  who  had 
arrived  previously,  recruited  the  besiegers  and  enabled 
them  to  recommence  operations  with  fresh  ardour. 

The  day  before  Marshal  Tcssd  reached  the  camp 
a  breach  had  been  opened  by  the  advanced  batteries 
in  the  curtain-wall  of  the  Land  Port,  and  the  Marquis 
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Villadai  auxioiis  to  secure  the  honour  of  success  by 
some  bnlliant  action  before  the  Marshal  could  arrive, 
gave  orders  to  assault  the  place,  althoi^h  the  practica- 
bility of  the  breach  was  doubtful. 

At  daybreak  18  companies,  pieoeded  by  a  nmn- 
bei  of  grenadiers,  advanced  against  the  wall,  but  at 
a  critical  moment  the  fieuch  detachment  gave  way, 
leaving  the  Spaniards  to  sustain  the  assault  alone. 
Unable  to  hold  their  ground  against  the  terrible  fire 
bam  the  walls  and  the  batteries  on  the  hill  above,  the 
enemy  retired  in  good  order,  leaving  nearly  200  men 
in  the  ditch. 

'  On  the  28th  February,  the  French  fleet  came  into 

the  bay,  and  a  combined  attack  by  sea  and  laud  was 
contemplated ;  the  arrangements  were  completed,  and 
a  body  of  men  was  selected  to  land  at  the  south  of 
the  Rock,  with  the  intention  of  taking  the  defences  in 
reverse,  when  fortunately  a  stiff  gale  sprung  up,  and 

the  scheme  was  frustrated. 

Tess^  had  no  sooner  arrived  before  the  Eock  than 
he  became  aware  of  the  hopeless  prospects  of  the 
army.  The  Spanish  expedition  was  deficient  in  every 
requisite  to  sustain  so  great  a  siege.  Writing  on  the 
2nd  January,  1705,  to  the  Prince  of  Cond^,  he  says:^ 

"  Uere  I  am  belui  e  the  Miliars  of  Hercules ;  and 
this  siege,  which  has  been  undertaken  with  more 

*  M&noirea  de  Teas^. 
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perseverance  and  spirit  tbau  rneaus  of  insuring  sue* 
oess,  would  have  been  happily  terminated  if  those 
means  had  been  provided.  But  in  Spain,  to  use  the 
old  proverb,  we  live  only  from  day  to  day,  and  think 
not  of  remedies  till  evib  appear.  I  found  the  siege 
indeed  further  advaaced  than  I  had  reason  to  expect, 
notwithstanding  the  supplies  of  succours  to  the  be* 
sieged,  one  instance  of  which  1  had  Lhc  misfortune  to 
witness.  The  £nglish  set  us  an  example  in  keeping 
the  sea  in  all  seasons  with  as  much  tranquillity  as 
your  swans  at  Chantiliy.  But  when  the  breaches  had 
been  rendered  prscticable,  and  only  a  few  days  were 
required  to  batter  down  what  remained,  our  aunnu- 
nition  failed,  and  our  useless  artillery  could  not  be 
changed.  The  squadron  of  fiaion  Points,  without 
which  tlie  reduction  cannot  be  complLicd,  was  detain- 
ed by  contrary  winds.  No  convoy  made  their  appear- 
ance,  no  cannon  arrived,  and  as  a  mere  point  of 
honour  a  lew  siiots  only  were  fired  every  hour.  Thus 
the  enemy  had  time  to  repair  their  damages,  while 
our  army  is  almost  uiiiiihilatcd. 

"  I  was  told  on  my  arrival  here  that  I  should  find 
20  pieces  of  artillery  and  S00,000  pounds  of  powder : 
but  the  can  nun  are  stiU  at  Cadiz,  and  I  have  no  in- 
telligence of  the  powder  which  was  to  have  been 
forwarded  from  Toulon. 

" If  you  ask  why  we  do  not  raise  the  siege?  I 
reply,  the  cannon  and  stores  cannot  be  carried  away 
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by  landj  and  we  have  no  means  to  convey  them  by 
sea.  In  a  word,  notwithstanding  all  the  measarea 
said  to  be  adopted  for  obtaining  money  and  other 
requisites,  they  are  still  in  the  same  wretched  condi- 
tion at  Madrid  as  we  are  here," 

lui mediately  Sir  John  Leake  was  made  aware 
of  the  arrival  of  Commodore  Points  in  the  Bay  of 
Gibraltar  he  set  sail  from  Lisbon,  the  fleet  having 
been  reinforced  by  a  squadron  of  five  third-rates,  and 
some  sloops  under  Admiral  Sir  Thomas  Dilkes,  mak- 
ing a  total  of  80  sail.  On  the  10th  March  about 
half-past  five  in  the  morning  the  fleet  came  abreast  of 
Cabrita  Point,  the  south-western  extremity  of  the  Bay 
of  Gibraltar.  In  the  mean  time  Fointd  had  been 
made  aware  of  the  approach  of  the  squadron,  and 
being  afraid  to  risk  an  action,  liad  on  the  previous 
mormng  sent  a  portion  of  the  squadron  to  the  east- 
ward, intending  to  follow  with  the  rest  of  the  ships  on 
the  next  day. 

As  Sir  John  Leake  rounded  Cabrita  Point  he 
came  in  sidit  of  five  Prcncli  vessels,  under  command 
of  the  Commodore,  beating  tor  the  eastward  and  en- 
deavouring to  round  the  southern  point  of  the  Rock. 
Observing  that  the  batteries  at  Europa  opened  on  the 
ships  as  they  passed,  he  concluded  that  the  garrison 
was  safe,  and  immediately  gave  chase  to  the  Pirench 
squadron.  After  a  short  run  he  came  up  ^vith  the 
Anogant/' 60  guns»  which  struck  without  resist- 
ance; he  next  captured  the  "Ardent,"  5G  guns,  and 
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the  ''Haiqnis/'  56  gims,  while  the  Magnanime/' 

7  and  the  *'Lis/'  86  guns,  flag-ship  of  the  Com- 
modore, were  run  ashore  near  Marbella  and  burnt. 
Sir  John  continued  sailing  eastward,  in  the  hope  of 
falling  in  with  the  rest  of  the  enemy's  fleet,  winch 
was  making  for  Toulon,  but  failing  to  come  up  with 
it,  he  returned  to  Gibraltar. 

The  French  fleet  having  thus  been  dispersed,  and 
the  garrison  reinforced  and  provisioned,  Marshal 
Tess^  became  convinced  of  the  futility  of  contmuing 
the  siege*  and  sent  Colonel  Renaud  of  the  engineers 
to  the  King  of  France,  to  inform  him  of  the  hopeless- 
ness of  his  position,  and  his  intention  to  abandon 
active  operations,  and  convert  the  siege  into  a  block- 
ade. During  the  attack  the  enemy  had  lost  not  less 
than  10,000  men,  principallj  from  disease,  occasioned 
by  the  wet  and  indancnt  weather  and  the  scarcity  of 
provisions. 

On  the  18th  April,  1705,  the  siege  was  raised,  a 

small  force  of  Spaniards  only  remaining  to  preserve  the 
blockade.*  Marshal  Tess^  had  from  the  commence- 
ment been  conscious  of  the  hopdess  cause  in  which 
he  was  engaged.  The  Council  of  Spain  were  al- 
together unable  and  unwilling  to  meet  the  exigences 
of  a  alow  and  wcar}ing  siege.  No  roaster  hand  held 
the  helm  of  the  government ;  indolence  and  procras- 
tination,  the  too  frequent  sources  of  disaster  in  Spain, 

•  Boring  the  auge  the  enemy  threw  70,000  that  and  SOOD 
aheQ  into  the  place. 
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kit  the  expedition  in  helpless  misery  during  a  tem- 
pestuous and  indement  winter ;  no  money  was  forth- 
coming to  pay  the  troops,  the  munitions  of  war  were 
defective  and  scantily  suppUed^  and  orders  as  con- 
tradictory as  imbecile  were  issued  to  the  army  fiom 
Madrid. 

Writing  to  his  master  King  Louis,  a  week  after 

he  had  raised  the  sicj^e,  Tesse  savs  : 

"  I  received  between  Xeres  and  Seville  the  honour 
of  your  Majesty's  letter.  I  admire  your  Majesty's 
firmness  and  goodness ;  for  li  you  had  scolded  us  all, 
beginning  with  the  king,  your  grandson,  you  would 
not  have  treated  us  according  to  our  deserts.  Never, 
to  use  the  old  proverb,  was  a  plough  so  ill  harnessed 
as  this  country,  where  everythhig  passes  without  order, 
wiilioul  precaution,  without  decision,  without  money, 
without  objects ;  in  a  word,  without  anything  which 
is  the  support  of  states.  If  it  was  intended  to  roin  the 
monarchy,  nothing  could  have  been  done  more  to  the 
purpose. 

"  Your  Majesty  will  have  seen  from  niy  letters  to 
Ghamillard,  the  strange  situation  of  what  is  here 
caDed  war,  troops,  money,  magazines,  and  prepar- 
ations. God  grant  that  the  arrival  of  Orri  may  be  a 
remedy  for  so  many  disorders;  at  least  that  one 
person  may  be  found  near  the  King  of  Spain  who  can 

give  orders   \Ve  have  failed  beibre  Gibraltar 

for  want  of  method  and  precaution,  and  of  those 
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anangements  with  wbich  no  one  is  better  acquainted 
than  jour  Majesty, 

"The  unfortonate  loss  of  your  ships  only  happen* 

ed  because  they  do  not  coniprelitiid  at  Madrid  either 
the  effect  or  practicability  of  what  they  order;  they 
one  day  destroy  what  they  do  another. 

**  The  general  spirit  of  the  Spaniards,  even  of  the 
most  zealous,  is  to  foresee  nothing,*  to  think  that 
the)-  are  exculpated  Uoni  the  misfortunes  they  bnng 
on  themselves,  by  yielding  to  superior  power.  The 
king  himself  seems  occasionaUy  to  desire  that  chance 
should  furnish  what  can  only  be  hoped  for  from  the 
best-combined  precautions,  and  his  specific  orders 
have  an  air  of  obstinacy  which  must  injure  his 
service. 

As  to  the  funds  which  your  Majesty  commands 
me  to  estabUsli  for  the  subsistence  of  the  troops, 
they  have  never  laid  before  me  anything  but  im- 
possibilities ;  and  the  troops  are  neither  paid  nor 
recruited.  In  a  word,  sire,  all  things  are  in  a  miser- 
able state.'* 

Spanish  writers  blame  Marshal  Tess^  f  for  having 

*  in  a  letter  to  Amelot,  (^I^mofbee  de  Tees^,)  he  says : 
"I  would  not  trust  a  .Spaniard,  however  brare,  with  the 
defence  of  a  steeple;  tliey  figlit  duels,  but  ii^  a  body,  and  for 
their  country,  ia  an  idea  wliich  never  enters  their  headg.'* 

t  A  n-'1e  to  CampbelTH  Lives  of  the  Admirals,  reign  of 
Queen  Aune,  tiajs,  referring  to  the  attack  on  Gibrai^ ; 
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raised  the  siege,  and  attribate  to  his  mal-administra* 

tion  the  failure  of  llic  attack.  But  the  only  error 
that  less^  appears  to  have  oommitted,  was  in  not 
suspending  operations  immediatdy  he  arrived  before 
the  place.  He  found  the  army  destitute,  unpaid,  ill 
fed,  and  despairing.  The  magasines  were  emply, 
the  cannon  ageless,  and  sickness  had  struck  down 
thousands. 

To  prosecute  an  arduous  siege  with  such  an  army 

must  have  resulted  in  worse  than  defeat,  in  ruin. 
At  that  moment,  Spain  could  ill  afford  to  leave  her 

troops  to  melt  away  before  the  stubbora  defences  of 
an  inaccessible  Rock. 

For  a  moment  the  French  general  attempted  to 
retrieve  the  fortune  of  the  day,  but  in  vain;  then, 
choosing  the  leaser  evil,  he  acknowledged  defeat, 
and*  withdrew  with  the  remnants  of  the  expedition 
bom  a  hopeless  contest. 

It  is  remarkable  that  the  events  of  this  siege  did 
not  open  the  eyes  of  the  English  cabinet  to  the  im- 
portance of  Gibraltar.  They  had  witnessed  the  im- 
patient anxiety  of  Spain  to  effect  its  recovery,  they 

**  The  obstinacy  of  the  two  courts  in  oblij^ing  their  generals 
to  continue  thid  t-u  i^e,  when  they  were  thorouchly  si  Ti.^iblo 
that  it  was  to  no  purpose,  proved  the  ruin  oi  iijeir  aOuirs  in 
Spain,  at  least  for  that  campaign,  and  if  it  had  not  been  for 
the  accident  of  the  Earl  of  Galway's  losing  an  arm  by  a  cannon* 
shot,  which  occasioned  the  raising  of  the  fliege  of  BadajoE, 
King  Fhilip  in  sU  piolmbility  had  been  dmen  out  of  Spain." 
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had  seen  all  her  extensive  miUtaTy  {dans  resigned,  her 

forces  withdiawii  from  a  thrcatcTicd  frontier,  and 
the  assistance  of  a  powerful  allj  called  to  her  aid» 
for  one  grand  object,  the  subjection  of  Gibraltar. 
But  although  the  ministry  depreciated  the  value  of  the 
possession,  the  people  began  to  £Drm  a  jnst  estimate 
of  its  iiiiportuuce.  The  i^Mllaiit  ditince  during  the 
recent  siege  was  a  military  achievement  that  excited 
the  popular  admiration,  and  Gibraltar  became  valu- 
able in  the  eyes  of  the  public,  when  its  name  was 
associated  with  British  gallantry  and  blood.  It  is 
not  to  be  forgotten  that  had  it  not  been  for  the 
"  fGOf]&,'*  Gibraltar  would  now  have  been  the  strong- 
hold of  some  other  power.  As  we  shall  presently  see, 
it  was  the  dread  of  popular  indignation  that  deterred 
sabseqnent  cabinets  from  bartering  with  Spain  for  the 
restitution  of  the  Rock. 

Stanhope^  whose  familiarity  with  the  secret  poUcy 
of  the  Court  of  Madrid  should  have  given  him  a 
dearer  judgment^  did  not  perceive  that  Euglaud 
could  gain  any  advantage  by  its  possession.  Towns- 
heud  held  a  similar  opinion,  and  even  the  elder  Pitt 
was  willing  to  suxiender  it,  had  be  not  feared  the 
storm  of  public  wrath. 

How  dearly  it  was  prized  by  Spain  is  proved  by 
her  unoeairing  efforts  to  recover  it  either  by  force  of 
arms  or  by  diplomacy,  and  it  is  worthy  of  remark 
that  no  single  system  of  foreign  policy  was  conceived 
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by  any  of  her  most  famous  ministers  which  did  not 

include  as  one  of  its  most  important  objects  the 
restoration  of  Gibraltar.* 

The  siege  which  had  closed  in  1705  destroyed 
the  hopes  which  Phflip  had  cherished  fur  the  recovery 
of  the  fortress  by  force,  and  when  in  1711  the  war 

of  the  Successi(3ii  ceased,  and  the  Archthike  Charles 
acquired  the  throne  of  Germany,  the  CathoUc  King 
resorted  to  the  shifts  and  artifices  of  diplomacy  with 
sanguine  expectations  of  success. 

During  six  years  after  the  cessation  of  hostilities 

before  Gibraltar,  the  stru^cjle  of  the  Succession  con- 
tmued.  Amongst  other  enterprises  iu  favour  of  the 
archduke  a  second  expedition  was  sent  against  Barce- 
lona, the  fleet  being  comn landed  by  the  famous  Earl 
of  Peterborough^  and  the  land  forces  by  Prince 
George  of  Hesse,  who  embarked  at  Gibraltar.  On 
this  occasion  the  attack  succeeded,  but  Prince  George 
was  killed  in  the  assault. 

The  death  of  the  Emperor  Joseph,  in  April,  1711, 
put  an  end  to  this  sanguinary  campaign;  and  two 
years  subsequently,  at  the  celebrated  conference  of 
Utrecht,  a  treaty  of  a  general  peace  was  signed  by 
the  sovereigns  of  England,  Spain*  France,  and  the 
other  allies,  with  the  exception  of  Austria. 

By  this  treaty  the  security  of  the  Protestant  suc- 

•  Vide  Tlie  Foreign  FoUcy  of  Albcrom,  iiipperdu^  and 
Florida-Blaaca. 


Digitized  by  Google 


CONDITIONS  OF  THE  CESSION. 


153 


cession  in  England  was  insored.   The  French  and 

Spanish  crowns  were  disunited,  Spain  was  deprived  of 
half  her  possessions  in  Europe,  and  Gibraltar  was 
finally  ceded  to  Great  Britain  in  the  following  terms : 
"  The  Catholic  Kinp^  docs  hereby  for  himself,  his 
heirs,  and  sncoessors  yield  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Bri- 
tain the  full  and  entire  prupriety  of  the  Town  and 
Castle  of  Gibraltar,  together  with  the  Port,  fortifica- 
tions,  and  forts  belonging  thereto.  And  he  gives  up 
the  said  propriety  to  be  held  and  enjoyed  absolutely 
with  all  manner  of  right  for  ever  without  any  excep- 
tion or  impediment  whatsoever."  ...  *'  And  llcr 
Britannic  Majesty  does  consent  and  agree  that  no  leave 
shall  be  given  under  any  pretence  whatever  either  to 
Jews  or  Moors  to  reside  or  have  their  dwelling  in  the 
said  Town  of  Gibraltar. ....  And  in  case  the  possession 
of  Gibraltar  should  hereafter  be  alienated,  it  is  coven- 
anted that  a  prefeience,  to  the  entire  exclusion  of  all 
other  pretenders,  shaU  be  given  to  the  Crown  of 
Spain/' 
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CHAPim  IX. 
1716— 171Kr. 

To  unravel  the  mysteries  which  shroud  the  nego- 
tiatioiis  for  the  sumnder  of  Gibraltar  to  the  Spankh 
Crown,  negotiations  which  in  the  iirst  instance  ex- 
tended over  a  period  of  11  yean,  and  were  conducted 

with  the  greatest  sccresy  and  caution,  is  no  easy  task. 

The  proposal  seems  first  to  have  been  suggested 
by  the  British  cabinet  to  Spain  in  1715,  and  was 
from  time  to  time  renewed  until  the  outbreak  of  hos- 
tilities in  1726.  During  these  11  years  searody  a 
single  overture  for  the  settlement  of  a  satisfactory 
peace  was  made  by  Spain  to  England  which  was  not 
founded  upon  the  surrender  of  Gibraltar,  either  un- 
conditionally, or  upon  the  guarantee  of  an  equivalent. 

The  history  of  the  political  relations  of  the  two 
countries  during  those  11  vears  exhibits  a  constant 

train  of  negotuOioo.  for  uie  n»titution  of  the  for- 
tress,  and  the  discussions  arising  from  the  proposab 
were  interminable. 

In  1715  George  I.  appears  to  have  suggested  to 
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the  Court  of  Spain,  through  the  medium  of  the  Re- 
gent of  France,  the  possibility  of  the  restoration  of 

Gibraltar  upon  certain  conditions. 

But  fresh  complications  which  arose  in  £arope 
after  the  peace  of  Utrecht  interrupted  any  nep;()tia- 
tions  on  the  subject,  and  the  promise,  or  rather  the 
offer,  was  cancelled* 

Scarcely  had  the  treaty  of  L  trecht  re-established 
peace,  ere  Spain,  guided  by  the  ambitious  hand  of 
Alberoni,  alarmed  all  Europe  by  the  magnitude  of  her 
warlike  preparations.  A  powerful  armament  was 
organized  for  the  invasion  of  Sicily,  and  80,000  men 
were  successfully  disembarked  within  a  few  miles  of 
Palermo. 

The  awakening  power  of  Spain  aroused  the  ap* 

prehensions  of  the  European  powers,  and  rapidly  hast- 
ened the  conclusion  of  the  Quadruple  Alliance. 

Every  effort  was  made  to  induce  Spain  to  join  the 
treaty,  but  in  vain.  For  a  moment  Alberoni  feigned 
compliance;  but  after  the  success  in  Sicily,  the  situation 
of  afiairs  rapidly  assuiocd  the  gravest  iniportaiicc,  and 

it  was  agreed  that  no  sacnhce  would  be  too  great  to 
check  the  aggressive  spirit  of  Spain.  At  this  juncture 
it  was  resolved  once  more  to  try  that  tempting  bait, 
the  laestoration  of  Gibraltar.  The  offer  was  made, 
tlie  only  condition  involved  being  the  accession  of 
Philip  to  the  Quadruple  Alliance.  But  the  king,  in- 
flamed with  the  victorious  news  from  Sicily,  and  in- 
fluenced by  the  tempting  promises  of  his  ministers. 
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indignantly  rejected  the  proposal.  The  news  of  the 
destruction  of  the  Spanish  fleet  off  Palermo  by  Ad- 
miral Byng  had  not  at  that  time  reached  Madrid. 
When  the  intelligence  arrived  it  created  the  greatest 
consternation,  and  bitter  were  the  remonstrances 
addressed  to  the  British  Government  against  the 
alleged  outrage.  From  that  moment  the  liaiighty 
demeanour  of  Spam  began  to  subside.  Unable  to 
carry  out  his  ambitions  designs  by  force  of  arms 
alone,  Alberoni  entered  into  subtle  intrigues  with 
Russia  and  Sweden  for  the  invasion  of  £nghmd,  and 
caballed  against  the  throne  of  the  Regent. 

The  plot  for  the  subversion  of  the  1^'rcnch  mon- 
archy was  discovered  before  it  could  be  put  into  ex- 
ecution, and  hostilities,  disastrous  to  Spain,  ensued ; 
in  Sicily  the  army  suffered  misfortunes  and  reverses, 
the  schemes  for  the  invasion  of  Britain  failed,  and  the 
short-lived  power  of  Spain  rapidly  decUncd.  These 
reverses  were  quickly  followed  by  the  downfal  of 
Alberoni,  whose  dismissal  from  .Madrid  in  disgrace 
was  followed  by  the  accession  of  Philip  to  the  Qua* 
druple  Alliance. 

Having  at  length  complied  with  the  desire  of  the 
allies,  and  renewed  the  peace  of  Europe,  the  first  act 
of  the  king  was  to  demand  the  restoration  of  Gib- 
raltar. The  negotiation  was  conducted  through  the 
Regent,  who,  desnous  of  cementing  his  alHanoe  with 
Spain,  undertook  to  promise  that  he  would  induce 
£ngland  to  comply  with  Phihp's  wishes. 
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Eager  for  the  accomplishment  of  his  expectations, 

the  king  urged  the  immediate  cession  of  the  fortress, 
with  such  vehemence  that  the  English  Government^ 
which  was  not  yet  prepared  for  the  smrender,  was 
compelled  to  renounce  the  obligation  which  Philip 
affirmed  had  been  contracted  for  its  restoration.  This 
disavowal  irritated  the  Spanish  Court ;  and  the  Re- 
gent, reproached  with  faithlessness,  found  it  expedient 
to  send  an  envoy  to  Engkmd  to  expkiin  how  deeply 
he  was  committed  to  the  pruinise  of  the  suneiidcr  of 
Gibraltar.  The  fihtish  cabinet,  hitherto  ignorant  of 
the  favourable  expectations  that  had  been  held  out  to 
Spain  by  the  Regent,  was  perplexed  with  the  situa- 
tion; on  the  one  hand,  threatened  the  indignation 
of  the  people  if  the  fortress  were  given  up ;  on  the 
other,  the  probabihty  of  the  loss  of  the  Regent's  alli- 
ance with  a  war  as  its  consequence.  In  this  dilemma 
the  Government  decided  upon  sounding  the  temper  of 
the  people,  by  bringing  forward  a  motion  in  Parlia- 
ment relative  to  the  restoration  of  the  Rock.  No 
sooner  was  the  real  nature  of  the  question  understood, 
than  the  ])roposition  was  met  by  an  universal  outburst 
of  indignation. 

"  We  have  made  a  motion,"  says  Lord  Stanhope  in 
a  letter  to  Sir  Luke  Schaub,  "  relative  to  the  restitu- 
tion of  Gibraltar,*  to  pass  a  bill  for  the  purpose  of 

•  Tiord  Stanhope  to  fc>ir  Luke  Schaub.  Paria,  March 
2Sth,  1720. 


Digitized  by  Google 


UlSTORY  OF  GlB&ALTABr. 


leaving  to  the  king  the  power  of  disposing  of  that 
fortress  for  the  advantage  of  his  subjects.  Yon 
cannot  imagine  the  ferment  which  the  proposal 
produced.  The  public  was  roused  with  indignation 
at  the  simple  suspicion  that  at  the  close  of  a  success- 
ful war,  so  unjustly  begun  by  Cardinal  Alberoni,  we 
should  cede  that  fortress*  One  dicumstance  greatly 
contributed  to  excite  the  general  indignation,  namely, 
a  report,  insinuated  by  the  opposition,  that  the  king 
had  entered  into  a  formal  engagement  to  restore 
Gibraltar,  which  was  deemed  a  suiicient  ground  to 
attack  the  minister.  Many  libds  have  been  published 
to  alarm  the  nation,  and  to  excite  them  rather  to 
continue  the  war  than  cede  a  fortress  of  sudi  un* 
portance.  We  were  accordingly  compelled  to  yield 
to  the  torrent,  and  to  adopt  the  wise  resolution  of 
withdrawing  the  motion;  because,  if  it  had  been 
pressed,  it  would  have  produced  a  contraiy  effect  to 
what  is  designed,  and  would  perhaps  have  ended  in  a 
bill  which  might  for  ever  have  tied  up  the  king's  hands. 
Such  bemg  the  real  state  of  this  business,  you  will 
mdeavour  to  explain  to  the  Court  of  Madrid  that  if 
the  King  of  Spain  siiould  ever  wish,  at  some  futiure 
day,  to  treat  concerning  the  cessbn  of  Gibraltar,  the 

only  method  of  succeeding  would  be  to  drop  the 
subject  at  present.  We  are  much  concerned  that 
France  should  have  interfered  on  this  occasion ;  the 
lextreme  eagerness  which  she  testified  was  of  great 
detriment   Some  letters  and  memorials  on  that  sub- 
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ject  seemed  even  to  threaten  a  rupture.  The  ahum 
was  indeed  so  strong  that  people  began  to  suspect 
France  was  meditating  a  change  of  sj^stem,  and  made 
Gibraltar  a  pretext  to  adopt  other  measures.  The 
little  alacrity  she  discovered  in  hastening  the  evacua- 
tion, her  proiouud  silence  in  regard  to  her  negotiation 
with  Spain,  and  the  extraordinary  language  held  by 
some  persons  in  high  estimation  here,  seemed  to  con- 
hrm  these  opinions^  and  was  the  cause  oi  my  commg 
to  Paris.'' 

The  publicity  that  the  transaction  had  by  this 
time  acquired  led  to  further  and  searching  inquiries 
into  the  exact  position  of  England  in  the  question, 
and  the  public  dissatisfaction  was  further  provoked  by 
well-founded  rumours  that  the  king  was  pledged  to 
the  unconditional  restoration  of  the  fortress.  Seizing 
upon  the  favourable  moment,  and  profiting  by  the 
ganeral  excitement^  (he  opposition*  put  malicious 

*  Three  jeon  later  the  opposition  attempted  to  embroil 

the  Cabinet  with  the  Spanish  minister,  by  suj^t^esting  secretly 
that  Gibraltar  mit^ht  \%athout  difficulty  be  restored,  and  inti- 
matinjT  that  if  Townshend's  administration  could  be  removed 
the  wislies  of  tiie  King  of  Spain  would  be  corapli^  with. 

Pozobueno,  whting  to  Eipperda,  London,  May  80,  1726, 
■ays,— 

"  Palm  further  says,  that  Pnlteney  afterwards  Areata  of  the 
restitution  of  Port  Mahon  and  Gibraltar  to  Spain,  without 
entering  into  tiie  diffioultieB  which  he  knows  are  made  nspeet- 
ing  it  .by  the  ministry,  rather  for  their  own  private  ends  than 
on  aeooimt  of  the  impoaribilitj  of  his  Britannic  Miyeaty's 
fidfilling  bis  promiseb  which,  he  says,  might  be  done  with  the 
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reports  in  circulation,  aud  eucouraged  the  publication 
of  viruleDt  pamphlets,  with  the  object  of  rousing  the 
passions  of  the  people. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  king  determined 
upon  sending  Lord  Stanhope  to  Paris,  to  explain  to 
the  reirciit  the  impossibility  of  pressing  the  restitu- 
tion during  the  existing  ferment,  and  to  urge  upon 
him  the  expediency  of  allowing  the  (question  to  rest 
for  a  short  season  at  least* 

The  letter  which  Stanhope  carried  with  him  from 
the  king  was  firm  and  decided  in  its  language  i  it 
acknowledged  that  an  offer  of  cession  had  been  made, 
but  said  that  the  uHcr  was  dictated  uuly  by  a  desire 
to  avoid  a  rupture,  and  that  Spam  might  have 
accepted  it  had  she  then  acceded  to  the  proposed 
conditions.*  That  it  was  now  too  late  to  revive 
the  demand,  as  the  Kin^  of  Spain  had  proved 
himself  the  aggressor.  It  could  never  be  understood 
that  a  voluntary  offer  of  this  nature,  io  prevent  war, 
was  binding  as  a  ])rcliminary  of  peace. 

The  king  concluded  by  observing  that  he  had 
never  given  his  consent,  since  the  rupture,  to  the 
renewal  of  the  oifer,  and  had  received  no  com- 
munication from  the  regent  of  any  intention  to  bring 
it  forward. 

consent  of  tlic  nation  proridod  the  present  ministiy  were 
changed.'' —  WalpoJc  Correspondence. 

*  Memoim  of  i:5ir  Kobert  Walpole,  vol.  i. 
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Lord  Stanhope's  mission  was  entirely  successful, 

and  the  Regent  at  once  consented  not  to  jiiess  the 
demand  any  further  at  that  time. 

Sir  Luke  Schaub,  then  at  Madrid,  was  deputed  to 
appease  the  irritation  of  the  Spanish  Court.  But  this 
was  no  light  task. 

''Gibraltar,''  says  an  eloquent  historian  (Lord 
Mahon),  "  was  a  queistiou  nearly  toucluug  the  Spanish 
pride.  It  is  almost  incredible  what  deep  and  deadly 
resentment  had  been  raised  in  that  haughty  nation, 
who  had  extended  their  conquering  arms  so  flsr,  to  see 
a  fortress  upon  their  own  shores  held  and  garrisoned 
by  England.  They  viewed  it  with  still  more  bitter 
feeUngs  than  the  iVench  had  formerly  our  possession 
of  Calais,  and  there  was  scarcely  a  Spanish  statesman 
of  this  period  who  might  not  have  appUed  to  himself 
the  J^aWng  of  Queen  Mary,  and  declared  that  when 
he  died  the  word  Gibraltar  would  be  found  engraven 
on  his  heart."  * 

King  George,  still  anxious  to  conciliate  the 
Spanish  monarch,  proposed  that  the  question  should 
be  referred  to  the  approaching  congress  at  Cambray, 
and  so  desirous  was  the  British  Cabinet  to  closu 
satisGu^rily  this  tedious  and  irritating  negotiation, 
that  Lord  Stanhope  in  the  mean  t  ime  laid  before  the 
Lords  Justices  ,a  suggestion  that  Gibraltar  could  be 

•  Maliou,  iiiutor^'  oi'  EuglaiiJ,  voL  ii.  p.  192. 
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ceded  to  Spain  honourably  and  advantageously,  if 
Florida  or  a  part  of  St  Domingo  were  given  as  an 
equivalent.  Stanhope  was  convinced  of  the  uicx- 
pediency  of  permitting  the  subject  to  be  discussed  at 
the  congress.  lie  was  aware  that  the  Regent,  though 
apparently  acquiescing  in  the  views  of  £ng^d) 
would  in  an  likelihood  support  Spain  in  her  demand 
for  Gibraltar, — ''D^  que  nous  iui  proposeroos  de 
traiter  avec  nous/'  he  says,  ^'il  nous  proposera  de  son 
cotd  la  cession  de  Gibraltar;  ct  si  nous  la  Iui  refusons, 
fl  renverra  notre  traits  an  Congrte  oi^  il  sera  sAr 
d'etre  appuy^  dans  cette  demande  par  la  France, et  pent- 
£tre  encore  par  d  autres  Puissances.  Ce  point  done 
doit  £tte  d^tennin^  avant  que  nous  commencions  k 
negocier  avec  l  Espagne."*  Urging  upon  Secretary 
Craggs  the  advisabiUty  of  obtaining  a  settlement  of 
the  question  at  once,  he  my^, — 

**  Reasons  have  induced  His  Majesty  to  order  me 
to  lay  before  the  Lords  Justices,  for  considenitioD, 
%vhethcr  they  ou^ht  not  lu  profit  by  the  strong  desire 
that  the  King  of  Spain  evinces  to  recover  Gibraltar, 
to  endeavour  to  obtain  an  equivaknt  advantage  to  our 

commerce  In  this  case  it  seems  to  His  Majesty 

that  Gibraltar  would  not  be  regretted  by  us. 

**  The  King  of  Spain,  after  having  opened  his  mind 
to  our  minister  concerning  the  reasons  that  make  him 

•  Earl  iSianliupc  to  Secret  an-  Craggi,  Hanover,  October 
Ui,  1720.   Lord  Mahoo,  AppeuOix. 
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wish  for  Gibraltar,  added  some  which  would  prove  that 

the  preiiervation  of  the  place  is  of  little  iiiipoi  lance  to 
US.  He  says  that  in  time  of  peace  we  should  have 
the  use  of  it  without  the  expense,  when  it  is  in  his 
hands  ;  and  that  in  time  of  war  he  could  take  it  from 
us  with  little  trouble,  or  render  the  port  useless  to  us 
by  erecting  batteries  on  his  own  ground.  As  to  the 
use  we  can  get  out  of  Gibraltar  in  time  of  war,  what- 
ever it  may  be,  it  must  be  weighed  not  only  against 
liic  equivalent  tiiat  England  will  try  to  obtain,  but 
also  remembering  the  certainty  that  by  the  concession 
we  can  prevent  for  a  long  period  Spain  luuLiij*^  her- 
self with  Fiance  to  make  war  upou  us.  "  * 

Upon  the  proposal  for  the  surrender  of  the  place, 
with  the  promise  of  au  equivalent  being  laid  before 
the  Lords  Justices,  it  was  met  by  a  stormy  discussion* 
Townshend,  fearful  of  the  ti  nipcr  of  rarlianu-nt,  was 
at  first  violently  opposed  to  the  measure,  but  at  length 
gave  his  sanction^  provided  Florida  were  the  equivalent 
gnmted.t 

*  Trail  ^«l1t<>d  from  the  FreDch.  Stanhope  to  Craggs,  1st 

October,  1720. 

t  **  My  Lord  Towmhend  n'a  pea  oe6  d^ftapproarer  onti^i^ 
meot  b  kittre  da  my  Lord  Stanhopa  U  dit  mdme  qu'en  groa 
il  eat  da  mtoe  Bentimentt  maia  que  lea  ^quiTskna  qui  lont 
STaao^  ne  contenteront  pas  le  Parlement:  et  que  ai  Von 
ol»tenatt  da  Boi  d'Espagne  on  ^oivalent  en  terre,  alora 
3  ne  fiiadrait  pas  balancer  da  e6der  Gibraltar.**  Sir  Luke 
Si  ii:uih  to  Mr  W'liliaiu  Staiiliope.  Madrid.  Londou,  Xot. 
17ib,  1720. 

II* 
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Fortunately  for  Englimd  Philip  obstinately  refused 
to  cede  any  equivalent  whatever  for  the  restoration  of 
the  Rock ;  he  insisted  upon  his  right  to  iu  possession, 
and  declined  to  be  shackled  by  any  condition  what* 

soever. 

He  asserted  that  his  sole  reason  for  having  acceded 
to  the  Quadruple  Alliance  was  the  promise  of  the 

restitution  of  Gibraltar,  and  he  complaiued  that  he 
had  been  duped  into  agreeing  to  a  peace  which 

liad  created  dissatisfaction  aiuuiig  his  subjects, 
by  the  offer  of  inducements  which  had  proved 
fallacious. 

It  was  certainly  true  that  in  Spain  the  peace  was 
regarded  as  dishononrable.  It  was  a  maxim  estabUshed 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land,  that 
no  treaty  could  be  honourable  to  the  country  which 
did  not  include  the  cession  of  Gibraltar  to  Spain. 
Indignant  as  the  people  of  Eugland  were  when  its 
restoration  was  proposed,  the  rage  of  the  Spaniards 
was  no  less  violent  when  they  found  that  it  was  not 
mentioned  in  the  treaty. 

Townshend,  to  whom,  on  the  death  of  Stanhope, 
inFebruaiy  1721,  the  management  of  this  comphcated 
affiiir  was  confided,  had  scarcely  had  time  to  trace  out  a 
solution  of  the  question,  when  an  application  was  re- 
ceived from  the  Catholic  hing,  stating  that  so  turbulent 
were  his  subjects  in  consequence  of  the  terms  of  the 
peace  that  he  requested,  as  an  ostensible  vindication 
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of  the  treaty,  a  letter  from  King  George  conveying  a 

promise  to  restore  (libraltar. 

Acting  under  the  advice  of  Townshend  and  Carte- 
ret, tbe  king  complied  with  this  demand,  and  a  letter 
couched  in  discreet  terms  was  written  on  the  29th  of 
April: — **  I  no  longer  balance,"  said  the  king,  "  to 
assure  voiir  Maiestv  of  mv  readiness  to  satisfy  you 
with  regard  to  your  demand  touchmg  tbe  restitution 
of  Gibraltar,  upon  the  footing  of  an  equmikni^  piomis* 
ing  you  to  make  use  of  the  first  favourable  oppor- 
tunity to  r^^te  this  article  with  consent  of  my 

Parliament.*' 

When  this  letter  was  presented  at  Madrid  by  the 
British  minister  it  was  received  by  a  volume  of  objec- 
tions; these,  with  one  exception,  were  eventually  over- 
come, but  the  word  equivalent "  was  declared  inad* 
missible,  and  with  such  a  condition  the  letter  was 
pronounced  useless.  Finding  it  would  be  unpossible  to 
overcome  the  dogged  obstinacy  of  the  king  and  queen, 
tlie  minister  consented  to  rccoiiimend  that  another 
letter  should  be  written,  in  which  the  obnoxious  chiuse 
would  be  omitted.  I'rgcd  on  by  the  representations 
of  Townshend,  who  had  already  adopted  the  views  of 
Eari  Stanhope,  and  now  regarded  Gibraltar  as  of  little 
value  to  the  nation.  King  George  agreed  to  write  a 
second  letter,  beUeving  at  the  same  time  that  the 
docimient,  even  with  the  clause  omitted,  placed  the 
a&ir  entirely  in  the  hands  of  Parhament,  who  might 
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either  refuse  to  part  with  Gibraltar  upon  any  terms, 
or  demand  an  equivalent.    But  Philip  viewed  the 

letter  in  another  light,  and  in  ail  future  negotiations 
maintained  that  it  imphed  a  positive  promise  of 
restitution.* 

For  two  years  this  letter  formed  the  subject  of  a 

bitter  controversy,  Philip  always  maintaining  that 
the  promise  w^as  unconditional,  the  king  asserting 
that  it  rested  with  the  discretion  of  his  Parliament. 
To  overcome  the  obstinacy  of  the  Spanish  Court,  Mr 
Stanhope,  the  British  Envoy  at  Madrid,  was  desired 
tu  oblaiu  ail  interview  with  Philip,  and  to  endea- 
vour by  the  force  of  argument  to  convmce  him  of  the 
restricted  terms  of  the  promise.  Accordingly  Mr 
Stanhope  put  himself  in  communication  with  the 
Marquis  de  Orimaldo,  with  whom  he  held  a  prelimi* 
nary  confciLiice.  Grimaldo  recognized  the  reason- 
ableness of  the  views  of  the  English  cabinet  regarding 
Gibraltar,  and  assured  the  minister  that  he  held 

•  **  King  George  Xrt  to  King  Philip. 

*•  Sir,— My  Brother, 

"  I  have  learnt  with  extreme  tatisfiictionf 
hj  mtam  of  mj  ambaawdor  at  jour  Court,  that  jour  Majesty 
haa  al  length  reaolved  to  remove  the  obstadea  which  have  for 
some  time  retarded  the  entire  acoomplialunent  of  our  union. 
•  .  .  I  do  not  delaj  in  aasuring  your  MnjcHty  of  my  readiness 
to  iwHtfy  yon  tm  regnrds  the  restitution  of  Gibraltar,  promising 
you  that  I  will  avail  niynclf  of  tlie  first  favourable opportiiuity 
of  settling  this  puiut,  with  the  intenentiou  of  my  Pariiameut.** 
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the  same  opimons  on  tlie  question,  and  that  the 
diffictiltiea  which  had  arisen  owed  their  origin  not  to 

h::n  or  any  ullii  r  of  the  ministry,  but  piocceded  solely 

from  the  king  himself,  whom  he  had  never  known 
so  immoveable  upon  any  point  as  upon  the  lestitution 

of  Gibraltar. 

By  advice  of  Grimaldo,  Stanhope  sought  an  audi- 

encc  with  the  king.  At  this  interview  the  convci>a- 
tion.  after  relating  to  topics  of  minor  importance,  was 
turned  to  the  subject  which  both  speakers  had  so 
deeply  at  heart. 

In  reply  to  a  demand  upon  what  terms  King 

Geor*»e  would  enter  upon  a  treaty,  Stanhope  said, 
that  the  coniirmation  of  aU  treaties  subsisting  at  the 
time  of  the  rapture  would  be  a  sufficient  basis,  and 
that  the  questions  of  Gibraltar  and  the  equivalent 
could  be  lesenred  for  a  future  opportunity.   To  this 

latter  ])roposition  tlie  king  instaiitly  demurred,  repeat- 
ing all  those  arguments  which  had  so  often  been  used 
before,  and  affirming  that  his  accession  to  the  Quad- 
ruple AlHance  had  depended  suleiy  upon  the  un- 
conditional promise  he  had  received  from  the  Regent 
thai  Gibraltar  should  be  restored. 

When  the  British  minister  reminded  him  of  the 
power  of  the  Ftoliament,  the  king  replied  that  if  they 
would  have  consented  to  part  with  the  place  two 
years  before  to  prevent  a  war,  he  did  not  understand 
why  they  should  not  be  guided  by  the  same  argument 
at  that  time ;  that  if  they  would  not  now  hear  of 
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palling  with  Gibraltar  for  the  sake  of  peace,  and  the 
restoring  of  their  commerce,  he  could  not  imagine 
they  would  ever  be  prevailed  upon  to  do  so.  After  a 
further  discussion,  in  which  btanhope  pointed  out  the 
difficulty  of  complying  with  the  king's  demands  whOe 
the  popular  feeling  in  England  \n  as  so  opposed  to  them, 
it  was  decided  to  refer  the  question  to  Grimaldo,  and 
a  final  answer  was  promised  in  a  few  days.  When 
this  reply  came  it  proved,  as  might  have  been 
expected,  directly  unsatisfactoiy*  It  evaded  the  ques- 
tion of  an  equivalent,  and  was  in  fact  a  renewal  of 
the  king's  resolution  to  demand  the  cession  as  a 
right. 

Two  reasons  appeared  to  influence  the  king  in 
his  obstinate  determination.    First,  the  feelings  of 

the  nation,  to  whom  it  had  more  than  once  been  pub- 
lidy  declared  that  Gibraltar  should  be  restored.  Se- 
condly, the  opinion  lie  held  that  rarlianicnt  would 
for  the  sake  of  British  commerce  eventually  accede  to 
his  demand. 

"  It  is  very  unfortunate,"  says  Mr  Stanhope, 
«  that  our  hands  are  tied  as  to  Gibraltar,  so  as  not  to 
take  advantage  of  this  immoderate  desire  the  King  of 
Spaul  has  to  obtain  it ;  for  were  it  otherwise,  not- 
withstanding the  pretended  promise  of  it,  I  am  fully 
persuaded  we  might  yet  sell  if  for  double  its  worth, 
in  advantages  to  our  commerce."  * 

•  Wiliiun  Stauhope  to  Sir  Luke  ScbAub,  Madrid,  Jan.  IS, 
1721. 
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Townshend  had  been  of  opinion  that  if  Honda 
were  offered  as  an  equivalent,  the  popular  voice  would 
not  be  raised  against  the  exchange,  and  Stanhope  was 
instmcted  to  sound  the  Spanish  ministiy  upon  the 
question.  But  it  was  found  that  such  a  proposal 
would  meet  with  insunuountable  obstacles ;  the 
Spamaids  dreaded  the  establishment  of  any  foreign 
nilluence  in  their  West  Iiuliau  possessions.  The  sub- 
ject was  mooted  by  Stanhope  to  Grimaldo,  but  the 
latter  was  as  obstinately  opposed  to  this  measure  as 
the  King  of  Spain  was  to  the  grant  of  any  equivalent 
whatever.  Thus  the  British  minister's  endeavours  to 
settle  this  tediuu;)  uiid  irritating  question  laded  ut  all 
points.* 

During  the  next  few  years  active  negotiations 
appear  to  have  ceased,  and  the  question  was  suffered 
to  slumber. 

In  17:25,  the  sudden  espousal  of  Louis  XV.  with 
Maria  of  Pdand,  and  the  dismissal  of  the  Infanta 
from  Paris,  brought  on  hostilities  between  France  and 
Spain ;  the  congress  at  Cnmbray  was  broken  up,  and 
the  negotiation  legarding  Gibraltar  remained  nn- 
settled.  Six  weeks  had  not  elapsed  since  the  depart- 
ure of  the  Infanta  before  Europe  was  alarmed  by  the 
annonncement  of  a  treaty  between  Spain  and  the 
Emperor,  signed  on  the  30th  April,  at  Vienna.  This 
treaty  contained  several  most  important  articles,  but 

*  Coze*!  Memoirs  of  Kings  of  Spain ;  Memoiis  of  Sir  B. 
Walpole;  Mahon*s  Hist  of  England. 
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another,  a  secret  one,  was  concluded  on  the  1st  of 
May,  which  in  substance  amounted  to  an  o&nsive 
alliance.  In  it  the  Emperor  pledged  his  good  offices 
to  obtain  the  recoveiy  of  Gibraltar  and  Minorca,  and 
other  engagements,  aimed  against  the  tranquillity  of 
Great  Britain,  were  arranged. 

Before  the  intelligence  of  the  condnsion  of  this 
treaty  had  reached  Madrid,  it  had  been  openly  asserted 
at  Vienna  that  England  would  be  compelled  to  restore 
Gibraltar,  or  it  would  be  wrested  bom  her  by  force. 
Mr  Stanhope  was  instructed  to  demand  &om  Gri- 
maldo  whether  this  declaration  was  made  by  author- 
ity from  the  Kiivj;  of  Spain.  Philip  at  first  dis- 
avowed the  statement,  and  the  British  minister  was 
about  to  transmit  the  reply  to  his  court,  when  a  note 
arrived  from  Griiualdo  demanding  t/w  inuneJiate  re* 
stUut^of  Oibraltart  with  the  alternative  of  a  declar- 
ation of  war. 

Unable  to  comprehend  this  sudden  revolution  of 
the  king^s  resolve.  Stanhope  hurried  back  to  the  palace, 
and  in  an  audience  remonstrated  against  the  incon- 
Bisten<7  of  such  a  sudden  chiim,  and  represented 
that  Parliament  was  not  then  sitting,  without  whose 
sanction  the  question  could  not  be  discussed. 

The  queen  sharply  interrupted  him :  No  1 "  she 
exclaiiiied,  "  then  let  the  king  your  master  return  ui- 
atantly  to  England,  and  summon  a  Parliament,  a  mea- 
sure we  have  a  right  to  expect  from  his  repeated 
offers  of  friendship.    I  am  fully  cuuvmccd  that  the 
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proposal  would  not  meet  with  a  amgle  negative  in 

either  House.  To  give  more  weight  to  tlic  deniand 
let  this  short  argument  be  used, — either  relinquish 
Gibraltar,  or  your  trade  to  the  Indies ;  the  question 
will  not  admit  of  a  moment's  ddajr."* 

In  addition  to  this  secret  engagement  in  the  treaty 
of  the  1st  of  May,  Ripperd;i,f  the  envoy  employed 
by  the  Court  of  Madnd  to  negotiate  the  peaoe»  was 
assured  by  the  Emperor  that  every  assistance  w:ould 
be  given  for  the  recovery  of  both  Gibraltar  and  Mi- 
norca, if  necessary,  by  force  of  aims. 

The  existence  of  any  understanding  upon  this 
point  between  the  two  Courts  was  af  terwards  distinctly 
denied,  but  thero  is  suflbn^ent  evidence  to  warrant  the 
belief  that  t  he  mformation  subsequently  given  by  Rip- 
perda  to  Mr  Stanhope  was  in  substance  correct.  If 

•  Mr  Stanhope  to  Lord  Townsheiid,  Aug.  6, 1725.  Goxe's 
Hemi.  of  KmgB  of  Spain. 

t  This  lemariEable  man,  wlioae  career  was  marired  by  the 
ranaiiee  of  fiction,  had  no  sooner  concluded  the  treaty  with  the 

Emperor  than  he  found  himself  Prime  Minister  of  the  coimtry 
witli  a  Dukedom.  But  his  sudden  elevation  vvaa  followed  by 
acts  of  ridieulous  extravaf^ance.  Altocethpr  deficient  in  every 
quality  that  is  required  to  make  a  Htaie.sinan,  he  made  Iiunsclf 
contemptible  by  his  loud  and  vain-gloriuus  boai»tuig,  wiiilo  his 
folly  and  insoleuoe  brought  upon  him  the  displeasure  of  all 
parties  ;  and  he  soon  had  for  inveterate  enemie;<,  not  only  all 
the  ministers,  but  the  whole  Spanish  nation.  His  fall  was  as 
npid  as  his  rise.  One  morning,  14th  Kay,  1726,  without  any 
previous  warning,  he  was  dismissed  from  office,  and  was  com- 
pelled to  take  refuge  from  an  infuriated  mob  in  the  house  of 
the  British  Ambassador. 
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there  was  no  secret  article,  there  was,  as  wc  shall  see, 
at  least  a  private  arraDg^ment. 

The  treaty  of  Vienna  had  been  conclnded  but  a 
lew  months  when  rumours  calculated  to  give  rise  to 
alarm  leached  the  British  Government.  Hints  were 
circulated  that  the  Emperor  had  bound  himself  to 
espouse  the  cause  of  the  Pretender,  and  secret  clauses 
touching  the  restoration  of  Gibraltar  were  affirmed  to 
exist;. 

In  February,  1726,  these  romouis  were  in  part 

confirmed  by  the  coufcssious  of  Ripperda  himself,  who 
informed  Mr  Stanhope  that  a  second  treaty  between 
the  Kmg  of  Spam  and  the  Emperor  had  been  con- 
cluded, and  that  it  would  shortly  be  made  public. 
This  treaty,  he  said,  consisted  of  three  particular  ar- 
ticles, besides  the  general  one  of  a  perpetual  alliance, 
offensive  and  defensive :  vis. — 

1st.  An  engagement  on  the  part  of  Spain  to  sup- 
port  and  maintain  the  Company  of  Ostend. 

2nd.  An  engagement  on  the  part  of  the  Emperor 
(as  an  equivalent  for  the  former)  to  j)rocure  Gibraltar 
for  the  King  of  Spain,  by  good  offices  if  possible,  but 
if  they  prove  ineffectu;il  by  open  force. 

Srd.  The  adjustment  of  the  succours  to  be  reci- 
procaUy  furnished  in  case  of  a  war,  viz.  on  the  part  of 
the  Emperor  30,000  men,  to  be  actually  sent  by  him 
into  Spain.  On  the  part  of  Spain,  money  to  be 
sent  for  the  payment  of  the  like  number  of  troops 
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wheresoever  the  Emperor  should  think  fit  to  employ 
them.* 

The  indiscretion  committed  by  Rippcrda  in  di- 
vulging this  important  information  to  Stanhope  is 
inexplicahlc.t 

The  intelligence  was  instantly  forwarded  to  Eng-^ 
land,  and  also  communicated  by  the  Dutch  ambassa- 
dor to  his  Govemiuent.  To  the  dismay  of  Bipperda, 
it  immediately  became  public,  and  formed  the  subject 
of  parliamentarv  discussion. 

As  the  spring  of  1726  advanced  the  situation  of 
affiiirs  at  Madrid  assumed  a  gloomier  aspect.  With 

♦  William  Stanhope  to  the  Duke  of  Xcwcastle,  INFadrid, 
Feb.  4th,  1726.    Memoirs  of  tiir  liobert  Walpole,  vol.  ii. 

t  The  followiBg  anecdote  related  by  Count  Bottembourg 
to  Mr  Walpole  furnishes  additional  proof  of  the  existenoe  of 
secret  engagements  between  the  two  Courts. 

Count  Bottembourg  mentioned  a  verj  remArkable  thing. 
In  speaking  of  me  to  their  Catholic  Majeeties,  he  told  them  I 
bed  wrote  Mr  Keene  word,  in  one  of  mj  private  letters,  that  I 
had  such  an  opinion  of  their  Yendfj,  thst  If  it  was  possible  to 
ask  them  the  question,  and  they  would  declare  there  was  no 
other  treaty  bctwcca  the  Emperur  umi  Spam  than  that  \vhii"li 
waa  public,  I  would  freely  own  that  all  the  measures  taktii  l>y 
England  were  wrong  and  unjustifiable.  Having:  said  tliis  to 
their  Catholic  Majesties,  they  made  him  no  manner  of  answer; 
and,  observing  their  countenances,  the  queen  looked  upon  the 
ground  and  the  king  coloured  extremely.  But  Her  Catholic 
Majesty  having  reooyered  herself,  said  to  the  king,  Sir,  jou 
never  did  make  any  treaty  against  England.  The  king,  how- 
ever,  continned  sikoit  and  said  nothing."  Coxe*s  Memoirs  of 
Kings  of  Spain,  yoL  iL  p.  888. 
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sucli  a  muiister  as  Ripperda  at  the  head  of  affairs,  it 
was  impossible  to  coDjecture  what  a  day  might  bring 
forth.  Destitute  of  veracity,  a  stranger  to  the  dictates 
of  honour,  intoxicated  with  his  rapid  rise,  assuming 
an  insolence  that  became  intolerable,  and  guided  by 
no  fixed  poUcy»  he  entangled  the  afiairs  of  the  nation 
in  hopeless  confusion. 

Though  placing  no  confidence  in  his  promises  and 
protestations,  Stanhope  endeavoured  by  every  means 
to  conciliate  him  and  to  avuid  a  misunderstanding. 
He  made  use  of  every  argument  to  show  what  reason- 
able grounds  the  king  his  master  had  to  be  dissatis* 
fiedwith  tlie  affront  and  injuries  offered  to  him  by  the 
secret  offensive  alUance,  and  he  intimated  that  the 
British  nation  would  never  submit  to  such  an  insult. 

In  reply,  Ripperda  denied  that  the  secret  treaty 
complained  of  was  intended  to  disturb  the  peace  of 
Europe,  an  assertion  which  he  endeavoured  to  prove  by 
afllrming  that  the  King  of  Spain  and  the  Emperor 
were  desirous  of  removing  any  bitttr  feelings  that 
might  have  been  caused  by  the  articles  relatuig  to 
Gibraltar,  and  he  remarked,  that  although  the  Emperor 
had  agreed  to  assist  the  Cathohc  King  in  recovering 
that  place,  the  terms  of  the  treaty  specified  "  Amiea' 
hiUter  9%  fieri  potest,'*  But  upon  being  pressed  by 
Stanhope  and  the  Dutch  ambassador,  he  confessed 
that  the  several  articles  of  the  secret  alliance  were 
couched  in  the  same  language  in  which  he  had  pre- 
viously communicated  them  to  the  British  minister. 
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.^ter  proposiiig  that  the  qnestioo  of  the  Ostend 

Company  and  Cjihiiiltur  should  be  referred  to  a 
congress,  a  course  repudiated  by  Stanhope,  he  ended 
by  dedaring  that  nothing  oould  induce  the  Emperor 
to  revoke  his  patent  given  to  the  Ostend  Company^ 
nor  would  the  King  of  Spain  desist  from  his  demands 
upon  Gibraltar.  Within  a  month  after  he  had  liiade 
this  dechiration  Ripperda  was  a  prisoner  in  Segovia. 

Before  leaving  Madrid,  and  while  concealed  in  the 
house  of  the  British  minister,  Ripperda  had  disclosed 
to  Mr  Stanhope  the  plans  and  intrigues  of  the  Spanish 
Court  ,  and,  anxious  to  secure  the  protection  of  England 
and  to  effect  a  safe  flight  from  bpaiu,  had  communi* 
cated  the  most  private  secrets  of  his  administration. 

He  again  gave  the  history  of  the  secret  alliance.* 
Whilst  making  these  discoveries,  says  Mr  Stanhope,  he 
appeared  to  be  in  the  greatest  agony,  and  cried  Uke  a 
child. 

When  more  certain  intelligence  of  the  secret 

alliance  reached  England  it  caused  the  greatest  in* 
dignation ;  and  the  subsequent  disclosuies  of  Ripperda 
increased  the  agitation.  It  was  recognised  that  Spain 
1  i  i  re:»olved  to  regam  Gibraltar,  and  from  the  aetivity 
of  her  preparations  it  was  feared  she  would  have 
recourse  to  arms.  But  her  ministers  and  those  of 
the  Emperor  still  denied  any  such  intention.  In  reply 
to  a  query  put  by  Mr  Stanhope  in  September,  1726, 
the  Marquis  de  la  Paz  assured  imn  that — 

As  for  the  fidse  confidence  which  the  Duke  de 
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Ripperda  made  last  winter  to  your  Excellency,  that  an 
offensive  allianoe  had  been  conduded  by  which  the 
Emperor  had  expressly  engaged  himself  for  the  re- 
covery of  Gibraltar,  llis  Imperial  Majesty  has  already 
sufficiently  endeavoured  to  undeceive  His  Britannic 
Majesty ;  the  intention  being  only  to  remind  His  Bri- 
tannic Majesty  of  the  promises  he  has  made  on  this 
head,  which  neither  His  Majesty  iioi  the  Spanish  nation 
can  ever  renounce/' 

As  the  year  wore  on  and  the  plans  of  Spam  had  be* 
come  more  matured,  these  solemn  denials  were  succeed- 
ed by  more  honest  avowals.  In  December,  the  Marquis 
dc  PozulMieno,  the  Spanish  ambassador  in  London,  in- 
formed the  Duke  of  Newcastle  that  everything  which 
had  been  said  to  Mr  Stanhope,  both  by  word  of 
mouth  and  in  writing,  relative  to  the  gix>d  understand- 
ing between  the  two  nations  depending  upon  tiie  im« 
mediate  restitution  of  Gibraltar,  was  true;  tmther, 
that  the  CathoUc  King  renewed  his  demand  for  the 
restoration,  and  founded  his  claim  upon  the  positive 
promise  which  had  been  given  to  him.  The  andjassa- 
dor  continued  to  affirm  that  the  cession  which  His  Ca- 
tholic Majesty  had  previously  made  at  the  peace  of 
Utrecht  had  become  null  and  void,  because  of  the 
infraction  made  in  the  conditions  on  which  the  English 
garrison  was  permitted  to  remain  in  })ossession  of 
Gibraltar ;  seeing  that,  contrary-  to  all  the  protesta^ 
tions  made,  they  had  not  only  extended  their  fortiti- 
cations,  by  exceeding  the  limits  prescribed  and  stipu- 
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lated,  but  had  also,  contrary  to  the  express  literal 
tenor  of  the  treaties,  permitted  Jews  and  Moots,  ene- 
mies to  the  Catholic  religion,  to  reside  in  the  city. 

The  contents  of  this  letter,  which  soon  became 
known,  heightened  the  popnlar  excitement,  and  when 
Parliament  met  on  the  17ih  January,  1727,  the 
King's  Speech  was  awaited  with  anxiety.  Its  de- 
livery realized  the  worst  feai^  uf  the  nation. 

The  king  said : — 

*'  I  have  received  informatioa  on  which  I  can  en- 
tirely depend,  that  the  placing  the  Pretender  upon 
the  throne  of  this  kingdom  is  one  of  the  articles  of  the 
secret  negoUalions  at  Vienna  ,  and  if  time  shall  evince 
that  the  giving  np  the  trade  of  this  nation  to  one 
power,  and  Oibraltar  and  Mahon  to  another,  is  made 
the  price  and  reward  9f  imposing  npon  this  kmgdoni 
s  Popish  Pretender,  what  an  indignation  must  this 
raise  in  the  bi  tasts  of  every  Protestant  Briton  ! "  He 
added,  "  That  the  Spanish  minister  insists  npon  the 
rei^tution  of  Gibrsltar,"  and  announced  that  "  His 
Catholic  Majesty  is  now"  making  preparations  to 
attack  and  besiege  Gibraltar." 

The  Speech  aroused  the  indignation  of  bulk 
Houses ;  in  the  Lords  an  address  was  voted  saying 
that, 

"The  peremptory  demand  of  the  restitution  of 
Gibraltar,  which  place,  and  the  island  of  Minorca, 
being  bulh  of  the  utmost  comcquence  to  y<mr  people, 
were  yielded  up  by  the  present  King  of  Spain  him* 
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self,  and  do  indisputably  belong  to  the  Crown  of 
Great  Britain  by  the  most  solemn  treaties.  ...  we 
will  to  the  ntmost  of  our  power  enable  your  Majesty 
to  assert  and  defend  your  right  to  Gibraltar  and  the 
island  of  Minorca,  which  are  of  the  greatest  import- 
ance to  the  preservation  of  the  coauuerce  and  naval 
strength  of  Great  firitain." 

In  the  Commons  an  address  was  ako  agreed  to  by 
an  overwhchiiing  majority  (251  to  81).  The  army  was 
raised  to  26,000  men,  a  vote  was  given  for  20,000 
seamen,  and  supplies  to  the  aiuount  of  £3,000,000 
was  granted.  During  the  debate  in  the  Lords,  the 
king  s  celebrated  letter  to  Philip,  hinting  at  the  resti- 
tution of  Gibraltar,  was  the  subject  of  some  discus- 
sion. Lord  Bathoist  denied  there  was  any  reason  for 
a  war  w  ilh  Spain, — that  although  Ripperda  might  have 
dropped  some  indiscreet  expressions,  these  had  been 
disavowed  by  His  CathoUo  Majesty,  that  the  Spanish 
ambassador  ascribed  the  present  crisis  to  the  conduct 
of  the  English  ministers,  and  mentioned  that  a  posi- 
tive promise  had  been  made  by  the  king  for  the  restor- 
ation of  Gibraltar. 

In  reply.  Lord  Townshend  affirmed  that  no  pro- 
mise to  cede  Gibraltar  had  been  given. 

In  the  Commons  a  warm  debate  ensued  on  the 
address.    Mr  liuiigcrford  duciarod  that  he  had  in  his 
pocket  the  purport  of  the  secret  article  in  the  Treaty 
between  Spain  and  the  Emperor,  which  stated, — 
That  in  case  the  King  of  Spain  could  produce  a 
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positive  promise  from  Great  Britain  to  restore  Gibral- 
tar, his  Imperial  Majesty  would  engage  to  become  a 
mediator  aud  guarantee  for  the  perforxixaace  of  such 
promise.'* 

Mr  Shippeu  believed  that  some  such  pi*ouiise  had 
been  made,  and  Sir  Robert  Walpde  in  reply  said, 
that,  If  nneh  a  promise  had  been  made,  it  was  not 
whilst  he  was  in  the  administmtiou,  and  he  durst 
aver  that  it  was  conditional,  and  made  void  and 
invalid  b)  the  King  of  Spain's  refusing  to  comply 
with  the  conditions  upon  which  it  was  made,  and 
that  when  the  performance  of  these  promises  was 
mentioned  to  him  he  always  deUvered  it  as  his  fixed 
c^inion  that  Gibraltar  would  not  be  given  up  without 
the  consent  of  Parliament/* 

This  evasive  and  unsatisfactory  statement  increas- 
ed the  suspicion  that  the  king  had  been  induced  to 
make  some  promise,  aud  on  the  8th  February  Mr 
Sandys  moved  an  address  to  the  king,  praying  that 
the  declaration,  letter,  or  engagement  on  which  was 
founded  the  assertion  of  Mttt{uiB  de  Pocobueno, 
that  a  promise  to  restore  Gibraltar  existed,  might  be 
produced. 

Sir  WiOiam  Wyndham,  Mr  Hungerford,  and  Ful- 

teney  supported  the  motion,  while  Mr  Pelhani,  Mr 
Broderick,  Mr  Walpole,  and  Sir  Robert  opposed  it. 

The  motion, was  lost  by  204  against  97.* 

•  Parliamentary  Hiatoiy. 
12  • 
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The  King  8  Speech  gave  great  offence  to  the  Court 

of  Vienna,  and  Mons.  Palm,  the  ambassador  of  the  Em- 
peror in  London,  was  desired  to  present  a  memorial 
to  the  king  denying  the  troth  of  the  assertions  relative 
to  the  secret  alliance,  and  afterwards  to  publish  it  to 
the  nation. 

The  terms  of  this  memorial  were  bold  and  un* 

scrupulous ;  it  was-  declared  that  the  king  had  spoken 
falsely,  that  the  treaty  of  Vienna  was  based  upon  the 
Quadruple  Alliance,  that  nu  secret  engagement  had 
ever  existed,  and  that  the  statement  relating  to  the 
Pretender  and  Gibraltar  was  absolutely  untrue.  The 
excitement  caused  by  the  insolence  of  this  memorial 
hastened  the  rupture  between  Spain  and  England. 
All  parlies  united  iu  the  condeuiiiatiuu  of  the  course 
adopted  by  the  Emperor. 

In  Parliament,  iu)t  a  single  member  lifted  his 
voice  ia  palliation  of  it,  and  even  Pulteney  and  his 
party  joined  the  Government,  in  an  address  to  the 
king,  expressing  "  the  highest  resentment  at  the 
afl&ont  offered  to  His  most  sacred  Majesty  by  the 
memorial  delivered  by  Mons.  de  Palm,  the  Emperor's 
resident,  and  at  his  iiisolcncc  in  printing  and  dispers- 
ing the  same  throughout  the  kingdom." 

Palm  was  ordered  to  ijuit  the  country,  and  a  war 
became  inevitable.  In  the  mean  time  Spain  had  been 
maturing  her  preparations  for  a  campaign. 

An  army  declined  for  the  siege  of  GibraUar  was 
organisEed.   Philip  had  always  been  convinced  that  the 
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fortress  might  easQy  be  taken,  but  this  opinion  was  not 

shared  by  those  who  knew  its  strength.  The  Mar- 
quis de  Villadarias,  a  brave  and  honest  soldier,  who  in 
1 70a  had  been  driven  defeated  from  before  its  walls, 
urged  upon  the  king  the  folly  of  a  siege^  and  even 
refused  to  accept  the  command  of  the  expedition. 
Ihe  king,  irritated  at  tins  obstinacy,  desired  him  to 
comply  with  his  wishes,  or  resign  his  commission  and 
emoluments.  The  old  soldier  remained  firm  in  his 
resolve,  and  retired  into  poverty  and  seclusion. 

The  opinion  of  the  Marquis  de  ViUadarias  was  so 
mucli  respected  and  had  such  influence  in  Spain,  that 
Philip  found  a  difficulty  in  procuring  any  general  to 
head  his  army.  Numerous  councils  were  held,  and 
many  proposals  made  without  any  result,  until  at 
length  the  Conde  de  hs  Torres,  an  officer  distinguish- 
ed in  the  war  of  the  Succession,  and  then  viceroy  of 
Navaire,  offered  his  services,  and  boasted  that  in  six 
weeks  he  would  plant  the  standard  of  Spain  upon  the 
Kock.  like  most  Spaniards,  he  was  a  man  of  many 
words  but  few  deeds. 
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The  hostile  mtcntions  of  Spain  were  no  sooner 
declaied,  than  an  expedition  was  directed  against 

Gibraltar.    Admiral  Sir  Charles  Wager  was  at  this 

time  with  the  fleet  in  ti^e  Mediterranean,  and  the 
fortress  was  in  charge  of  General  Caspar  Gbyton,  in 
the  absence  of  the  governor,  the  aged  Earl  of 
Fortmoxe* 

E;irly  in  January,  1727,  the  movenicnt^of  the  Sjian- 
iards  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Hock  aroused  the  sus* 
pidon  of  Admiral  Wager,  who,  observing  considerable 
activity  in  the  usually  tranquil  cauip  at  St  Roque, 
sent  home  an  express  to  inform  the  Cabinet  of  what  • 
was  occurring.  Great  quantities  of  provisions  and 
stores  were  brought  on  ship-board  into  the  bay  and 
landed  on  the  northern  shore,  guns  and  munitions  of 
war  arrived  from  Cadiz,  and  everything  assumed  a 
warlike  aspect.* 

•  Sir  C.  AVager  to  Dulce  of  Newcaatle,  Jan,  lOth,  1727. 
Kiug*8  MSS.,  Britit^h  Muaeum. 
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As  eariy  as  the  7th  of  December,  Mr  Stanhope 
had  apprized  the  aufhorities  at  Gibraltar  of  the 
danger  with  which  they  were  threatened.  DcBpatches 
to  that  effect  had  been  sent  by  Colonel  Dunbar,  whor 
wa^i  also  charged  with  secret  information  for  the 
governor  and  admiral.  Proceeding  by  way  of  Ma- 
laga, Dnnbar  there  procured  a  vessd  to  carry  hun  to 
Gibraltar,  and  had  proceeded  four  leagues  on  his  voy- 
age when  he  was  pursued  by  a  Spanish  man-of-war, 
arrested  on  no  charge,  and  thrown  into  the  coinnioii 
gaoL  This  outrage  (war  was  not  then  dedaied) 
roused  the  indignation  of  our  minister  at  Madrid,  and 
eveiy  effort  was  made  to  convince  the  Spanish  Govern* 
ment  of  the  enormity  of  the  act,  and  to  obtain  the 
release  of  the  prisoner.  Such  remonstrances,  directed 
as  they  were  to  a  Govemment  blind  to  all  sense  of 
rifrht  and  wrong,  met  with  no  redress.  The  colonel 
was  still  detained,  and  even  subjected  to  more  de- 
grading treatment.  No  person  was  permitted  to  see 
him  i  pen,  papi  r,  and  books  were  forbl<l(K  u  luui ;  and 
be  was  confined  with  all  the  rigour  of  a  felon.  He 
remained  in  prison  upwards  of  a  month,  and  neither 
during  that  time  nor  subsequently  was  any  crime 
alleged  agdnst  hhn.*^ 

The  despatches  which  Colonel  Dunbar  carried 
were  fortunately  saved  and  transmitted  to  the  admi- 
ral at  Gibraltar.     These  despatches  apprized  the 

*  King't  M8&,  British  Mnaeuiu  Mr  Staaliopa  to 
Admiml  HofML 
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authorities  of  the  hostile  attitude  of  the  Spanisli  court, 
and  recommended  that,  as  the  lecovery  of  Gibraltar 
was  the  dctircst  object  of  the  Cathohc  King,  that  fort- 
xess  should  be  placed  in  a  complete  state  of  defence.* 
On  the  15th  of  December,  further  and  more  im- 
portaut  information  was  received  from  Mr  Stanhope, 
to  the  effect  that  the  place  was  to  be  attacked  by  a 
powerful  army,  not  through  the  tedious  stages  of  a 
siege,  but  by  a  "  sudden  push  on  the  sea  line  and  by 
scaling  ladders,  encouraged  by  the  weakness  of  the 
garrison."  f 

At  the  same  time  it  was  discovered  that  ovens  to 

supply  23,00U  men  were  being  constructed  on  the 
plam  at  the  head  of  the  bay*  By  the  25th  of  the 
month,  large  bodies  of  troops  had  begun  to  assemble, 
vast  preparations  were  being  made,  and  great  anxiety 
was  experienced  lest  a  general  assault  should  at  once 
take  place.  Urgent  appeals  were  addressed  to  the 
admu'ui,  begging  him  to  land  marmes  Irom  on  board 
the  fleet.  But  the  Spanish  army  remained  quiet, 
apparently  engaged  in  completing  their  arrangements. 

On  the  18th  of  January,  information  was  received 
from  the  consul  at  Malaga,  that  the  whole  of  the 
militia  of  the  province  were  under  orders  to  set  out 
for  the  camp  at  St  Roque,  each  man  to  carry  a  bill- 
hook and  hatchet  instead  of  arms.   These  men  were 

*  Stanhope  to  Adminl  Hopson,  December  7th,  1726. 
King's  K88. 

t  Govenior  Kane  to  Admind  Hopson,  Dee.  15th,  1726. 
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to  be  employed  working  in  the  trenches,  and  prepar- 
ing gabions  and  fascines.  The  heavy  artillery,  nearly 
all  brass,  of  a  new  and  in  those  days  iormuiablc 
pattern,  was  sent  forward  from  Cadiz  by  land;  but 
the  means  of  transport  were  so  inade([uate,  and  the 
roads  so  bad,  that  before  the  siege  train  bad  advanced 
four  leagues  on  the  juiimey  it  was  stuck  fast  in  the 
mud,  and  could  be  moved  neither  backwards  nor  for- 
wards. 

This,  tlie  commencement  of  misfortunes,  was 
soon  aggravated  by  ill-concealed  discontent  betray- 
ing itself  in  the  camp ;  no  money  was  forthcoming 
to  pay  either  the  officers  or  men,  and  such  was 
the  state  of  the  Spanish  exchequer  that  even  the 
smallest  and  most  common  charges  could  not  ha 
hquidated.  * 

finding  the  roads  impassable,  the  Spaniards 
employed  boats  to  convey  their  iron  cannon  and 
ammunition  from  Cadiz  to  Algeciras.  As  many  as 
40  vessels  sailed  in  one  day.  To  complete  the 
siege  train  every  available  gun  was  taken  from  Cadiz, 
and,  in  spite  of  the  remonstrances  of  the  governor,  the 
walk  were  stripped  of  heavy  cannon,  and  old  nine* 
pounders  mounted  in  their  stead. 

To  swell  the  ranks  of  the  army  the  garrison,  too, 
was  drained,  so  that  not  sufficient  men  were  left  to 
mount  the  city  guards.  Yet,  while  all  these  difficulties 

•  Britidi  CoDiul,  ICsIiigt,  to  Admina  Hopm.  Kmg's 


Digitized 


186 


UlSTOKY  OF  GIBEALTAA. 


were  arising  at  the  very  outset  of  the  campaign,  Las 

Torres  braggingly  wrote  to  the  kiiig  to  say  that  he 
would  hand  over  Gibraltar  whenever  His  Majesty 
pleased.* 

EsLiiy  in  February,  the  expedition,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the*  brass  siege  train,  had  approached  com* 
pletion  ;  3U00  peasants  were  called  in  from  the 
country  to  assist  in  cutting  fascines  and  making  huts; 
and  Las  Torres,  with  all  his  staff,  was  indefatigable, 
urging  on  the  construction  of  batteries  at  the  head  of 
the  bay  (Punta  Mala),  and  superintending  their  pro- 
gress in  person. 

Immediately  the  Government  at  home  became 
aware  of  the  hostile  intentions  of  Spain,  orders  were 
sent  to  Minorca  desinug  Colonel  Kane  to  proceed  to 
Gibraltar,  and  to  take  with  him  any  reinforcements 
that  could  be  spared.  Fortunately  a  regiineiit  was  at 
that  time  embarking  for  England,  which,  by  Kane's 
instructions,  sailed  immediately  and  reached  the  Rock 
early  in  February.  On  the  14th  of  January,  a 
squadron  of  six  ships,  under  Admiral  Sir  Charles 
Wager,  arrived  from  England,  having  ou  buud  three 
companies  of  Colonel  Anstruther's,  eight  companies  of 
Colonel  Disney's,  and  six  of  Colonel  Newton's  r<  -1- 
meut,  which  raised  the  strength  of  the  garxison  to 
about  1500  men. 

On  the  ISth  of  February,  1727,  the  Spanish  army, 

•  Consol  Cajley,  Cadis,  to  Colonal  Kane,  Jan.  ai,  1727. 
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Gonsistiiig  of  nearly  20,000  men,  inarched  into  the 

campamento  of  San  lioque  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  the  Bock. 

(icncral  Clayton  had  already  received  notice  from 
Admiral  Wager  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
enemy  to  provoke  hostilities  by  throwing  up  a  battery 
within  forbidden  distance  of  the  fortress. 

On  the  nth,  a  oonrier  arrived  in  the  camp  from 
Madrid,  bringing  the  king  s  orders  for  the  commence- 
ment of  operations. 

The  Spanish  expeditionary  army  was  constituted 
as  follows : — 

Commandcr-iu-Chief, — Count  de  las  Tones. 

Lieut.-Generaby  Matquis  d'Alonches. 

Marquis  de  Verboom. 
Count  de  GUmes. 
Count  de  Montcmar. 
Don  Francisco  de  Ribadeo. 

Eight  Major-Generak.   Nine  Brigadier^Seneials. 


Names  of  the  BegiamU. 


Ko.  of 

• 

Ko.  of 

Spanish  Guards 

3 

Batadoli 

1 

Vaiioons 

S 

Irish  Brigade 

2 

Savoy 

2 

Voltonia 

1 

Ciranada 

2 

Naples 

2 

* 

1 

limerick 

1 

Victoria 

2 

Corsica 

1 
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iMttlliOBI*  1 

1  Lacomeria 

1  Swiss 

1  French  dragoons 

1  dismounted 


No.  of 


No.  of 
battiUoiii. 


Sicily 
Mandeis 
Antwerp 
Mods 


1 
1 


17  squadrons  of  Cavalry. 
Six  companies  of  the  Coips  of  Carbineen, 

Total,— Cavahy  720 

Infantry  18,550 


19,270 


On  the  22nd  February,  the  enemy  broke  ground 
by  commencing  a  batteiy  on  the  western  beach, 
which  attracted  the  attention  oi  Gcueral  Clayton.  He 
immediately  addressed  the  following  remonstrance  to 


Having  observed  this  morning  that  your  Excel* 
lency  has  opened  a  trench  in  order  to  attack  this 
fortress,  which  act  1  hold  to  be  contrary  to  tiie  treaties 
existing  between  our  sovereigns,  no  declaration  of  war 
yet  having  reached  my  know  ledge,  I  therefore  inform 
your  Excellenqr,  that  if  you  do  not  forthwith  order 
the  works  to  cease  I  shall  be  obliged  to  take  neces- 
ssry  measures  in  consequence,  1  transmit  tliis  to  your 
Excellency  by  my  secretaiy,  to  whom  I  beg  a  reply 
may  be  delivered. 


the  Spanisli  general : 


GAbFAU  Clayton, 


Gibraltar,  Feb.  22nd,  1727, 
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To  this  Count  las  Torres  replied : 
"  Sir, 

"  I  received  your  Excellency's  letter 
of  to-day's  date,  and  regarding  the  trench  which  has 
been  opeucd  yon  say  to  attack  ihc  city  of  Gibraltar, 
I  hereby  answer,  that  what  has  been  done  has  been 
on  our  own  ground,  to  fortify  those  places  where  our 
batteries  might  be  oi  good  service,  and  as  there 
belongs  nothing  to  that  fortress  beyond  its  fortifica- 
lions,  as  ap[)ear.s  by  the  very  treaties  your  l^xcellency 
alludes  to ;  and  your  Excellency  having  taken  posses- 
sion of  the  towers  within  our  jurisdictbn,  your  Excel- 
lency may  be  luily  assured  that  miless  they  are  im- 
mediately abandoned,  I  will  act  in  the  manner  your 

Excellency  insinuates  to  rue,  acquainting  you  at  the 
same  tmie  that  iur  besiegmg  that  i'ortress  wroks  less 
distant  will  be  constructed,  as  you  will  learn  in  due 
time. 

Count  las  Toe&es. 
"Campo  de  Gibraltar,  Feb.  22ad,  1727." 

This  reply  was  accepted  by  General  Clayton 
as  a  declaration  of  hostilities,  but,  anxious  to  have 
right  clearly  on  his  side,  he  withdrew  the  outlying 
picquets,  and  llied  one  shot  over  the  battery  as  a 
signal  for  the  enemy  to  desist.  After  the  hipse  of  an 
hour,  finding  that  the  work  continued,  he  opened  fire 
from  the  giuis  at  the  old  mole  and  W  illis's  batteries. 

Although  General  Clayton  had  been  informed  on 


Digitized  by  Google 


190 


HISTORY  OF  GIBRALTAR. 


imdoubted  authority  that  the  Spaniards  luteudcd  to 
provoke  a  breach  of  the  peace  by  breaking  ground  on 
noutral  territory  nnd  by  assuming  a  hostile  attitude 
iu  the  vicinity  ol  the  fortress^  yet  he  felt  the  heavy 
responsibOity  he  had  assumed  in  firing  the  first  shot 
oi  the  war.  Through  Admiral  Sir  Charles  Wager  a 
report  explaining  his  reasons  for  having  assumed  the 
oiiciisive  wiis  sent  to  the  Govcninient,  and  ehcited  the 
following  reply  &om  the  Duke  of  2v'ewcastle.* 

"  The  governor  did  certainly  no  more  than  his 
duty  iu  firing  upon  the  Spauiaids  when  he  discovered 
them  erecting  a  new  batt^  withm  half  cannon-shot 
of  our  fortifications.  The  king's  moderaliuii  and 
desire  to  avoid  a  rupture  had  been  sufiiciently  shown 
by  suffering  the  enemy  to  go  on  with  their  former 
works,  by  penmtimg  their  vessels  with  artilleiy  stores 
and  provisions  to  pass  by  unmolested,  and  even  by 
the  governor's  giving  their  General  notice,  in  so 
prudent  and  gentle  a  method,  that  this  last  attempt 
of  his  was  contrary  to  the  treaties  of  peace  and 
ineud  liij)  subsisting  between  the  two  nations.  The 
Spaniards  by  persisting  in  it  became  the  aggressors, 
and  far  from  the  governor  havinj;  incurred  blame  by 
his  using  force  to  obstruct  their  finishing  that  battery, 
every  man  who  has  the  least  notion  of  those  matters 
must  allow  that,  had  he  suffered  them  to  go  on  uudis- 

•  Duke  of  Newcastle  to  Sis  C.  Wag^,  March  7th,  1727. 
King's  MS& 
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turbed  with  a  ^vork  within  the  reach  of  his  cannon^ 
he  would  haye  deserved  a  verj  severe  censure/' 

Tlie  Spaniards  opened  the  siege  under  gloomy 
auspices.  The  eipeditionaiy  army  was  ill-prepared 
to  cany  on  laborious  and  extensive  operations,  the 
artillery  was  deficient,  fascines,  timber,  and  materials 
Cor  oonstmcting  the  batteries  were  wanting,  and,  what 
was  of  even  graver  consequence,  differences  arose 
among  the  chiefs  of  the  expedition. 

An  impression  had  prevailed  from  the  very  com- 
mencement that  the  enterprise  was  quixotic,  and 
would  prove  disastrous;  and  a  memorial  had  been 
addressed  to  the  king  by  most  of  the  principal  officers 
of  the  army,  representing  the  foUy  of  entering  upon 
an  undertaking  of  such  magnitude  with  such  deficient 
means. 

Among  the  most  dissatisfied  were,  the  Count  de 

dimes,  Dun  Luca.s  Spiuola,  Don  Francisco  Ribadco, 
Don  Tomas  Idiaques,  and  Dm  Prospero  Yerboom, 
chief  of  die  artiUeiy.  These  men  did  not  conceal 
their  doubis  as  to  the  practicabdiiy  of  the  enterprise, 
which  they  ridiculed  as  impossible ;  and  had  it  not 
been  for  the  conciHatory  efforts  of  the  Count  of 
Montemar,  and  the  tact  and  hrmness  of  Las  Torres, 
these  disputes  would  have  brought  premature  disaster 
upon  the  army. 

At  daybreak  on  the  morning  of  the  23rd,  the 
enemy  opened  lire  upon  the  squadiou  in  the  bay. 
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from  a  battery  at  Piinta  Mala.    Two  shot  struck  the 
Portland/'  but  the  rest  of  the  fleet  were  too  distant 
to  receive  any  damage. 

Ou  the  mommg  of  the  22nd  of  February,  instruc- 
tions were  issued  to  the  army  in  the  following  general 
order. 

"  Marquis  Spinola,  general  of  the  day ;  Bodrigo 
Felalta,  the  Marquis  de  la  Torre,  major-general  of  the 
trenches ;  otticers  of  the  piquet,  Don  I'nmcis  Cariiia 
Casabeo,  Estorga  and  Juan  Dios : — ^By  divine  assist- 
ance this  day  is  to  be  put  in  execution  the  opening 
of  our  works  and  batteries  against  the  gairison  from 
the  Dev2*6  Tower  through  the  centre  of  the  sands  to 
the  western  beach. 

The  parade  of  arms  is  to  be  established  on  the 
eastern  beach  near  the  Genoese  Cove,  the  men  from 
which  are  to  communicate  with  each  other  as  &r  as 
the  battery  nearest  to  them,  and  the  remainder  are 
to  he  in  the  main  trench  for  a  guard.  The  troops  to 
mount  in  the  trenches  are  the  battalions  following : 

Spanish  Guards    .  .      .  .      1st  bait. 

Vailoons    1st  batt. 

First  regt.  of  Granada.   First  regt.  of  Naples. 

And  the  regiment  of  Flanders. 
All  under  the  conduct  of  Marquis  Spinola. 

"  The  said  battaUons  are  to  stand  to  their  arms, 
without  beat  of  drum,  exactly  at  ibur  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  and  to  march  in  front  of  the  Spanish 
brigade,  and  irom  thence  to  their  respective  guards 
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whereto  thqr  shall  be  detached,  and  there  strictly 

oi)servc  the  orders  that  shall  be  given  them  for  tlieir 
march  under  the  foot  of  the  hill.  A  quarter  guard 
only  to  be  left  in  camp  to  take  care  of  their  tents. 

"The  Grenadier  compauies  are  to  be  iormed  in 
front  of  the  detachment  to  cover  their  movements. 
1200  u'orkraen  to  be  warned  to  parade  at  the  same 
time  at  the  park  of  artillery  and  there  receive  their 
took.  The  brigadier-general  to  ran  his  trench  from 
the  Genoese  Cove  till  he  joins  the  situation  of  the 
first  battery. 

**  One  colonel  and  300  men  to  proceed  from  the 
Devil  a  Tower  to  the  battery,  in  front  of  theui  are  to 
march  100  Grenadiers.  50  French  dragoons  and  40 
horse,  to  remain  at  the  western  beach,  to  observe  any 
attack  that  may  be  made." 

In  accordance  with  these  instructions,  the  Span- 
iards, under  General  Spinola,  opened  the  trenches  on 
the  night  of  the  22nd,  the  first  parallel  running  from 
the  Devil's  Tower  on  the  eastern  beach  along  tiie  base 
of  the  Rock,  to  the  inundation.  The  operations  were 
carried  on  by  five  battalions  of  foot,  a  brigade  of 
engineers,  and  1000  workmen.  At  daybreak  on  the 
23rd,  the  English  discovered  the  near  approach  of  the 
enemy,  and  opened  upon  them  wilii  u  heavy  liie  of 
artillery,  musketry,  shells,  and  grenades. 

Observing  that  their  eastern  flank  was  entirely 
unprotected,  bir  (  liarlea  Wager  sent  the  Tiger  and 
the  Dnrsley  galley  round  to  the  eastward  of  the 

13 
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Rock,  with  orders  to  rake,  if  possible,  the  enemy's 
trenches. 

The  same  Diglit  that  these  two  vessels  went  to 

their  station^  the  Spaniards  advanced  2000  men  close 
* 

up  under  the  northern  face  of  the  Rock,  screened  from 
the  batteries,  but  exposed  to  fire  from  the  sea.  When 
day  broke,  these  men  were  discovered  by  the  ships, 
which  had  already  anchored  off  the  shore. 

Afraid  to  retreat  over  the  open  grotmd,  they 
huddled  tlicniselves  togetlicr  bcliind  the  low  banks  of 
sand  or  crept  under  shelter  of  the  projecting  rocks. 
From  these  hiding-places  they  were  quickly  dislodged 
by  the  garrison,  who  from  the  heights  above  Hung 
showers  of  sheUs,  hand  grenades,  and  sUmes,  while, 
as  they  were  driven  from  their  concealment,  a  murder- 
ous fire  was  opened  upon  them  from  the  Tiger  and 
the  Dursley.  They  at  length  succeeded  in  electing  a 
retreat,  but  not  until  they  had  suffered  immense  losses. 
Having  thus  dearly  discovered  his  weak  point,  Las 
Torres  repaired  his  en'or,  and  tlu^w  up  a  powerful 
batteiy  of  10  guns  to  command  the  anchorage  off 
the  eastern  shore.  Notwithstanding  the  opposition  of 
the  Tiger  and  Dursley,  the  work  was  quickly  finished, 
and  so  well  was  it  served  that  in  a  few  hours  after  the 
guns  opened  the  ships  were  driven  off  and  compelled 
to  return  to  the  bay. 

The  attack  daring  this  siege  was  directed  exclu-* 
sively  against  the  north  frx>nt  and  defences  of  the  Rock, 
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from  the  extremity  of  the  old  mole  to  Willis's 
battery. 

The  defences  along  this  line  consisted  of  the 

Land  Port  ciirtain,  Wiilis  s,  iiie  eastle  buttery,  north 
bastion,  and  the  guns  on  the  old  mole.  Most  of  the 
ordiKiiH  (' was  old  and  worn  out,  and  more  casualties 
occurred  dunng  the  siege  from  the  bursting  of  the 
gons  than  from  the  enemy's  fire. 

On  the  25th  the  first  parallel  was  completed. 

Notwithstanding  the  heavy  fire  from  the  fortress, 
tlie  Spaniards  rapidly  increased  their  works.  A 
battery  was  constructed  on  the  western  beach,  which 
opened  on  the  old  mole  head ;  another  of  eight  guns, 
near  the  old  wind-mill,  whieh  was  directed  against  the 
principal  wall  of  the  Land  Port,  and  also  swept  a  por* 
tion  of  tlie  bay ;  and  to  the  left  of  this  was  a 
most  powerful  work  containmg  eight  guns  and  12 
mortars.* 

Durmg  these  operations  the  losses  on  both  sides 

*  The  daily  giuurdB  and  pickets  mounted  by  the  gmiafm 
during  the  nege  afeiaged  1200  nak  and  file^  itatioiied  at  the 
foDowing  poets. 

Bock  Guard,  Water  Port, 

Middle  Hill,  Land  Fort, 

Willis's  Batt«T7,  New  Mole, 

Signal  House,  Eun^pa  Advanct?, 

South  Port,  Great  Europa, 

Ca.^tle  Gate,  Quarter  Oiiards, 

Main  Guard,  King's  Lines, 

Lino  Wall,  Prince's  Lines, 

Bsplaoade  Picket,  Castle  Picket. 

13  • 
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were  small.   The  enemy  had  but  nine  men  killed  in 

the  24  hours,  and  the  casualties  within  the  walls  were 
insigniticant. 

The  siege  works  were  pie»sed  forward  with 
remarkable  rapidity;  1000  men  were  constantly 
labouring  in  the  trenches,  and  on  the  3rd  of  March 
the  second  parallel  was  completed.  On  the  same  day 
a  batteiy  mounting  22  guns  was  unmasked,  200 
paces  nearer  to  the  Rock ;  and  at  300  yards'  distance 
from  tlu;  King  s  Lines  a  powerful  mortar  batteiy  was 
completed. 

The  first  of  these  works  was  directed  against  the 
Land  Port  curtain,  between  the  bastions  of  San 
Pedro  and  San  Paul,  and  was  commanded  by  the 
Coiulc  lit'  Miiiiani.* 

A  steady  fire  was  maintained  by  the  garrison 
and  great  injury  was  done  to  the  enemy's  place 
d'ariues  on  the  western  pomt  of  their  works  by  the 
explosion  of  small  mines  at  the  sununit  of  the  Rock, 
which  hurled  masses  of  stony  iiugmcnts  into  the  iu- 
trenchments  below. 

The  troops,  who  had  suffered  but  little,  were  busy 
mountmg  ordnance  and  strengthening  their  works; 
one  officer  only,  Captain  Holman  of  the  artSIeiy,  had 
been  killed,  and  a  few  guns  destroyed ;  the  garrison 
working  parties  consisted  of  1000  men,  formed  into 

Conect  Journal  of  an  Officer  dmnngtho  Siegp^**  British 
ICnsenm.  Montero,  Hist  do  Gibfaltar.  Jaiii6e»  Hist  Hercn- 
Imh  Stnuti  (1776).  Official  Joomal  <£  the  Siege,  Madrid,  1727. 
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two  divisions,  one  of  500  for  the  day,  the  other  for 
the  night.  These  men  received  sixpence  per  diem 
extra  pay,  and  were  assisted  by  the  Jews,  who  were 
employed  in  taking  ammunition  to  the  batteries  and 
clearing  the  ditch  of  the  rubbish  beaten  down  from 
the  upper  works  by  the  enemy's  shot ;  these  milbrtuu- 
ate  IsraeUtes  received  no  pay,  and  for  some  time  were 
utterly  useless,  bcingparalysed  with  tenor  when  under 
tire.  The  working  parties  were  overlooked  by  officers 
of  the  line,  acting  as  assistant  engineers ;  the  latter 
received  2s.  a  day,  and  were  exempt  from  all 
other  dnty.  Thqr  were  relieved  eveiy  12  hours,  and 
it  was  their  business  to  see  that  the  orders  of  the  chief 
engineer  were  properly  executed. 

On  the  hst  day  of  February,  the  fleet  under  Sir 
Charles  Wager  put  to  sea  and  sailed  to  the  westward. 
On  the  next  morning,  when  scarcely  clear  of  the 
Straits,  the  admiral  fell  in  with  a  transport  bound  for 
Gibraltar,  and  having  on  board  two  companies  of 
Ck>Ionel  Haye's  regiment;  fearfidlest  the  vessel  might 
tall  into  ihe  hands  of  the  enemy's  cruisers,  Sir  Charles 
shifted  the  troops  on  board  a  man-of-war,  and  waited 
a  fovourable  opportunity  to  send  them  forward.  A 
few  days  afterwards,  while  cruising  outside  the  ^Straits, 
a  prise,  mountmg  28  guns,  and  laden  with  wine, 
oil,  brsndy,  and  iron,  was  captured.  The  troops 
were  again  transferred  to  this  ship  and  sent  on  to 
Gibraltar. 

Durmg  the  first  week  in  March,  heavy  rain  set  in. 
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which  damaged  the  trenches  and  hindered  the  works 
of  the  besiegers.  The  euciuy  now  began  to  expeh* 
ence  the  difficulty  of  maintaining  their  commnnication 
with  the  interior  uiid  regulating  the  arrival  of  sup- 
plies. Ammunition  had  to  come  from  Malaga^  over 
roads  which  in  stormy  weather  were  almost  impassable. 
Gunpowder  was  conveyed  in  waggons,  each  waggon 
drawn  by  10  mules.  Gamion*shot  manufactured 
at  Barcelona  reached  Malaga  by  sea,  and  tVuiu  thence 
had  to  be  dragged  across  the  mountains  to  the  camp. 

By  the  10th  of  the  month  the  batteries  were 
approached  within  100  paces  of  the  iiock^  and  from  a  ^ 
work  mounting  12  guns  a  heavy  and  damaging  fire 
was  kept  up  upon  the  north  bai>tion  and  old  mole. 
At  this  time  information  was  received  ^m  a  deserter 
that  the  enemy  was  attempting  to  run  a  mine  into 
the  Rock  under  \V  liiis's  and  Queen  Anne's  batteries. 
The  fire  from  these  works  had  caused  the  greatest 
annoyance  to  the  enemy,  situated  as  they  were  upon  a 
commanding  height  facing  the  north,  and  having  an 
extensive  range  over  the  lines  and  trenches.  Taking 
advantage  of  a  natural  cave,  capable  of  holdmg  about 
20  men.  Las  Torres  proposed  to  excavate  a  mine 
imdcr  the  batteries,  and  thus  to  destroy  them. 

When  the  nature  of  this  limestone  rock  is  consi- 
dered, it  is  impossible  to  exaggerate  the  folly  of  this 
attempt.  After  long  and  dangerous  labour,  the  mine 
had  advanced  but  a  few  feet,  and  although  the  woik 


Digitized  by  Google 


CONDITION  OF  TU£  BPANISU  CAMP.  199 

was  coutuiued  till  the  end  of  the  siege,  it  was  never 
made  use  of  . 

About  the  middle  of  the  moiith,  the  enemy  threw 
up  another  battery  within  musket-ahot  of  the  Land 
Port  gate. 

On  the  17th,  the  (jolchcstcr  man-of-war  arrived, 
bringing  a  company  and  a  half  of  Colonel  Haye's  regi« 
ment,  and  on  the  2Gth,  a  frigate  of  42  guns,  cap- 
tured by  the  Royal  Oak,  came  in.  The  same  day  two 
of  our  m^-of-war  and  a  frigate  anchored  on  the  east 
coast  near  the  Tower  of  Chullera  at  the  mouth  of 
the  river  Guadiaio,  and  fired  upon  the  barges  bring- 

ing  fascines  to  the  camp.  Fearing  tliat  \\c  intended 
to  seise  the  post,  from  whence  we  might  have  set  hre 
to  the  stores  of  gabions  and  fascines,  the  Spaniards 
sent  two  companies  of  Grenadiers  and  a  detachment 
of  horse  to  prevent  a  landing. 

By  the  31st  several  most  formidable  works  were 
completed.  But  an  entry  in  the  otticial  journal  of 
the  siege  at  this  time  shows  that  the  Spaniards 
were  beginmng  to  experience  the  difficulties  oi  thcu: 
position: — * 

"  Desertion/'  it  sava,  *'  beeomes  very  eonsiderable, 
the  troops  greatly  diminished  by  sickness.  Some 
fipssh  troops  are  OMning  from  Malaga  to  ease  those  in 
camp,  who  are  greatly  fatigued  by  hard  duty ;  no 
saDy  yet  made  from  the  town,  as  the  constant  rains 

•  Official  Jooinal  of  the  Siege,  Madrid,  1727. 
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have  hindered  the  advance  of  our  works,  and  it  is 
supposed  thejr  thought  their  artillery  sufficient  to  check 
our  progress.  We  have  yet  dismounted  only  three 
of  their  camion  on  the  curtain,  and  deserters  say  they 
have  not  had  above  15  men  killed  yet/' 

On  the  7th  April,  the  Torbay,  80  guns,  came 
into  the  bay,  bringing  Colonel  Middleton's  and  six 
companies  of  Colonel  Haye's  regiment.  Several  ord- 
nance store-ships  came  under  her  convoy,  laden  with 
provisions  and  bringing  many  officers  for  the  garrison. 
'Rie  same  afteriioou  Sir  C.  Wager  arrived  with  his 
fleet.  About  this  time  a  terrific  storm  arose,  with 
heavy  rain,  wWidi  destroyed  much  of  the  enemy's 
work,  carrying  away  the  traverses,  inundating  the 
trenches,  and  even  tearing  down  in  the  mighty  tomnt 
thai  flowed  £rom  the  mountain  the  strongest  parapets 
of  the  batteries. 

The  effect  of  this  deluge  was  disastrous  to  the 
besiegers.  The  trenches  were  untenable,  their  guns 
dismounted,  and  their  cover  destroyed.  For  some 
days  the  enemy  were  engaged  draining  the  trenches, 
repairing  the  damaged  works,  and  labouring  to  cover 
their  men  from  the  heavj  fiic  of  iha  mortars.  Taking 
advantage  of  the  contusion.  General  Clayton  ordered 
eveiy  gun  to  open,  and  so  harassing  was  the  fire 
that  their  working  parties  were  compelled  to  desist 
from  hibour  by  day,  and  carry  on  the  saps  after  dark. 

On  the  2l8t  April,  the  Solebay  arrived  with 
four  transports  from  Minorca,  having  on  board  Colonel 
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Coeby,  laeutenant-Cobuel  Montague,  Major  Iieigb- 
ton,  and  a  detachment  of  eight  captains,  eight  lieu- 
teuaiits,  eight  ensigns,  and  485  men  to  recruit  the 
ganisGD. 

Up  to  this  time  no  sortie  had  been  made  u|>on  the 
enemy's  works,  the  heavy  rains  and  consequent  dam« 
age  to  the  trenches,  and  the  slackness  of  the  fire,  len* 
dering  it  unnecessary.  On  the  28th  Apnl,  iiowever. 
General  Chiyton,  considering  that  it  would  be  possible 
to  iidlict  great  Ujss  on  the  enemy  if  he  could  induce 
them  to  leave  the  trenches,  arranged  that  a  feint 
attack  should  be  made  at  night  upon  theur  lines, 
while  at  the  same  time  a  tremendous  fire  should  be 
opened  upon  them  from  all  the  north  batteries. 

Accordingly,  that  night  when  the  moon  was  full, 
two  parties  ot  lU  men,  each  in  charge  of  two  sergeants, 
left  the  covered  way  at  Land  Port,  and  maiehed,  one 
party  ulung  the  western  beach,  the  other  under 
the  foot  of  the  Bock.  These  men  had  orders  to  dis- 
charge their  fire-arms  at  a  certain  point,  and  then  to 
retreat  as  rapidly  as  possible  back  to  the  covered 
way. 

It  was  expected  that  the  Spaniards  hearing  the 
shots  would  apprehend  a  sortie  from  the  garrison,  and 
would  rush  to  arms  and  advance  from  the  trenches, 
when  upon  a  signal  from  two  howitzers  below  the 
north  bastion,  every  gun  or  mortar  was  to  open  upon 
them ;  unlorlunately,  however,  the  bombardiers  in 
charge  of  the  howitsers  fired  without  orders,  and  be* 


Digitized  by  Google 


202      .  HISTORY  0¥  GIBRALTAR. 

fore  the  two  parties  under  the  sergeants  had  dis- 
cliarged  their  pieces;  ocmsequeDtly,  though  aD  the 
batteries  on  the  Kock  facini^  the  north  fiont  poured 
in  a  heavy  iiie,  the  enemy  kept  under  cover  and  only 
lost  three  men. 

On  the  Ist  May  the  Prince  Frederic  arrived 
bringing  Lord  Portmore,  Governor  of  Gibraltar,  Lord 
Murk  Kerr,  a  battalion  of  the  first  regiment  of  Guards 
under  Colonel  Guise  and  Ck)lonel  Clayton  s  regiment* 
Several  volunteers  accompanied  Lord  Portmore,  among 
whom  were  Lord  James  Cavendish,  Lord  licnry 
Beauderck,  Lord  Charies  Hay,  and  Viscount  Coote. 
The  old  Earl  of  Port  more,  who  for  40  years  had  held 
the  rank  of  colonel,  was  in  England  at  the  tune  the 
siege  commenced,  but  bearing  that  the  operations 
before  Gibraltar  were  likely  to  be  protracted,  he 
chivalioiNdy  declined  to  plead  his  age  and  infinnitieB 
as  an  excuse  for  evadinp^  his  duty,  but  prepared  to 
sail  and  take  up  his  couimand.  He  left  Portsmouth 
in  March,  in  the  Prince  Fredoric,"  70  guns,  accom- 
panied by  the  "  Yarmouth,"  70  guns,  the  "  Torbay," 
80,  and  the  Pool  fire-ship,  and  arrived,  as  we  have  seen, 
on  the  1st  May. 

Oq  board  the  transports  were  10  companies  of  the 
first  foot  Guards  (who  had  been  drawn  by  lot),  under 
commauil  of  the  folluwing  officers, — Colonel  Price, 
Colonel  Hastings,  Colonel  Meyrick,  Colonel  Pearson, 
Colonel  Buncombe,  Colonel  Garwood,  Colonel  Treby, 
Colonel  Brown,  Colonel  Oughton,  and  Colonel  Wil* 
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liamson.  ColoQel  Treby,  it  is  related,  did  not  embark, 
preferring  rather  to  resign  his  commission,  and  his 
place  was  supplied  by  Colouel  Onslow.  Tiicse  rein- 
forcements raised  the  nnmber  of  troops  in  the  gar- 
rison to  about  5000  men,  composed  of  the  following 
regmieuts. 


* 

Strength. 

Gunners 

200 

1st  regiment  of  Guards 

.  672 

5th  or  General  Pearce's  regiment  . . 

482 

ISth  or  Lord  Mark  Kerr's 

484 

14th  or  General  Clayton's  • . 

640 

20th  or  Colonel  Egerton's  . . 

415 

25th  or  Colonel  Middleton's 

394 

26th  or  Colonel  Anstruther's 

890 

29th  or  Colonel  Disne/s  . . 

858 

30th  or  Major-General  Bisset  s 

.  379 

84th  or  Colonel  Haye's 

888 

39th  or  lii  igadier  Xcwton's 

293 

Detachment  from  Minorca 

480 

Making  a  total»  inclusive  of  non-commissioned 

officersy  of  5481. 


■ 

During  the  ensuing  week,  the  enemy  having  com- 
pleted four  gigantic  batteries,  armed  with  the  finest 
brass  artiiiery,  a  terhhc  iire  was  opened  all  along  the 
line ;  so  magnificently  grand  was  this  bombardment, 

previously  unequalled  iu  the  history  of  artillery,  that 
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for  some  time/'  sajs  an  eye-witness,  "  we  seemed  to 
live  in  flames."* 

Attempts,  feeble  in  comparison  to  the  resistless 
storm  of  shot  and  shell  that  toie  over  the  walls  of  the 
fortress,  were  made  to  check  this  murderous  fire  in 
vain,  guns  were  everywhere  dismounted,  and  as 
quickly  as  they  were  replaced  were  again  destroyed. 
In  vain  the  men  with  undaunted  courage  threw  them- 
selves upon  the  ramparts  and  worked  to  repair  the 
shattered  parapets,  the  heavy  shot  tore  away  whole 
tons  of  earth  and  buned  the  guns  beneath  the  niins« 
Butts  filled  with  sand  and  bound  with  fi&scines,  were 
heaped  together  as  some  covering  for  the  artilleiy, 
but  thqr  were  no  sooner  in  position  than  they  were 
swept  away.  For  fourteen  days  700  shot  per  hour 
were  thrown  into  the  ibrtress,  and  92  guns  and  72 
mortals  were  in  constant  play,  f 

To  this  formidable  annament,  the  garrison  could 
oppose  only  60  guns ;  vis.  21  on  the  Grand  fiattery, 
23  on  the  Old  Mole,  nine  at  Willis's,  and  five  in 
the  battoiy  at  the  side  of  the  Moorish  castle.  There 
were  185  mortars  and  cohoms  in  the  place^  but  only 

•  Jonnua  of  aa  Officer  (1727). 

t  It  is  curiouB  to  obflerve  the  dtiEnreiioe  in  the  power  of 
artOIeiy  180  years  ago  and  of  the  cannoii  of  the  present  day. 
In  1727,  nearlj  all  the  guns  in  Willis's  were  six-pounders,  and 

in  the  journal  of  the  siege  it  is  mentioued  that  a  three-pounder 
ill  (>iicen  Aime'b  battery  did  great  execution  m  ihe  enemy's 
works. 
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a  portion  of  these  could  be  brought  to  bear  on  the 
enemy's  lines.* 

By  the  20th  the  enemy's  artilleiy  began  to  expe- 
rience the  effects  of  this  rapid  firing.  The  brass  guns 
drooped  at  the  muzzle^  and  the  iron  ordnance  in 
many  instances  burst.  The  fire  then  slackened 
liipidly,  until  at  length  only  19  guns  were  in  play. 
Taking  advantage  of  this  respite  the  governor  em- 
ployed  the  p^arrison  day  and  night,  restoring  the 
t^hattcred  detcuccs,  clearing  the  ditch  at  Land  Port, 
filling  in  the  breaches,  and  repairing  the  embrasures. 
So  efficiently  and  rapidly  were  these  wurks  executed, 
that  in  a  few  days  13  new  guns  were  ready  to  open, 
and  upwards  of  100  mortars  wm  brought  to  bear  upon 
the  most  formidable  of  the  enemy's  batteries.  While 
the  English  had  thus  successfully  met  the  crushing 
bombardment  which  had  been  expected  to  comuuiiid 
a  suirender,  and  were  preparing  for  a  final  struggle, 
the  Spaniards  had  shot  their  lai*t  bolt,  and  found 
themselves  in  a  position  of  the  greatest  diiiiculty  and 
danger.  Their  artillery  and  ammunition  had  been 
recklessly  exhausicd.  The  roads  of  tlie  interior  were 
impassable,  and  no  reinforcement  could  reach  the 
camp.  Provisions  were  becoming  scarce,  the  wea- 
ther was  inclement,  and  they  were  threatened  with  a 
destructive  cannonade  from  the  fortress.  Impressed 
with  the  hopelessness  oi  continuing  the  siege,  ail 

*  Out  of  the  60  gun9  in  position  at  the  commoncement  of 

the  boialiarJiiieat  23  were  dti^muimteil  in  i^veu  da)8. 
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the  general  officers  tmited  in  a  representation  to 

the  Conde  de  Las  Torres,  that  unless  His  Catholic 
Majesty  would  reinforce  the  army  to  the  number  of 
26,000  men,  Gibraltar  could  not  be  taken. 

Observing  the  embarrassment  of  the  Spaniards, 
the  governor  harassed  them  with  a  fire  which  almost 
equalled  the  terrible  bombardment  of  the  enemy. 
A  supply  of  aunuuuitiou  opportunely  arrived  from 
England,  and  by  the  end  of  May  the  guns  of  the  gar- 
risou  had  gained  a  complete  ascendency  over  the 
besiegers. 

In  the  Journal  of  an  Officer,  kept  during  the 
Siege/'  are  some  amusing  anecdotes  of  occurrences 
within  the  walls.  Referring  to  the  expeditions 
manner  in  which  it  was  necessary  to  bury  the  dead, 
to  prevent  their  "  being  offensive  or  infections/'  he 
says : — 

"  But  we  had  like  to  have  hccn  a  little  too  luisty 
with  a  private  man  of  Colonel  Clayton's  regiment^ 
who  going  oif  duty  fell  down  on  the  way  to  his 
quarters,  and  seemed  to  all  appearance  dead ;  a  few 
hours  after  which  we  wrapped  him  in  a  cloth  or 
blanket,  or  what  first  came  to  hand,  as  the  custom 
was,  and  had  him  away  to  the  sands,  that  warm  repo- 
sitory of  all  his  fellows.  We  had  dug  the  hole  and 
were  just  tumbling  him  in,  when,  not  liking  his  nsage, 
he  fell  a  grumbling,  upon  which  we  inunediately 
opened  the  wrapper,  and  giving  him  air  he  revived. 
Upon  this  he  was  lugged  back  to  the  hospital,  and  he 
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lived  for  four-and-twenty  houis  after^  when,  being  sure 
of  him,  we  reoonsigned  him  to  his  former  apartment 

and  heard  no  more  of  him." 

The  famous  Duke  of  Wharton  joined  the  Spaniards 
during  the  siege. 

"  Being  come  to  the  camp/'  says  the  officer^  "  they 
persuaded  him  to  go  into  the  trenches,  which  one  day 
he  ventured  to  do,  liaving  prepared  himself  by  some- 
thing more  than  his  usual  quantity  of  liquor,  and  he 
met  with  an  accident  that  determined  him  not  to  run 
a  second  risk  of  that  nature,  A  piece  of  shell  took 
him  upon  his  instep  and  laid  his  foot  open  to  the 
veiy  heel.  This  was  a  desperate  wound,  and  twas 
once  thought  would  have  cost  him  lus  foot."* 

Here  is  another  anecdote,  ot  a  S(jldier  more  than 
ordinarily  particular  regarding  the  disposal  of  his 
remains. 

"  One  of  our  private  men  had  been  so  frugal  as  to 
muster  up  20a.,  and  he  was  the  only  one  among  the 
deceased  who  had  the  favour  of  a  coffin  allowed  him ; 
he  begged  hard  for  it,  indeed,  with  his  dying  breath, 
and,  the  will  of  the  defunct  being  fulfiOed  for  17«.  6d., 
his  brother  executor  generously  spent  the  remaining 
2«.  M.  among  his  comrades  in  honour  of  the  testa- 
tor.  He  had  prayers  said  over  him  by  a  parson  too, 
being  a  man  of  substance.  Had  he  been  a  poor  rogue 
he  might  have  been  slipt  in  without^  or  at  most  been 
obliged  to  an  Amen-man  for  it." 

*8iego^l727.  Jauxnalof  an  OiBoer.  British  Mnseani. 
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By  the  begmning  of  June  the  Earl  of  JPortoiore  had 
perfected  his  ammgements  for  the  final  bombardment 
of  the  enemy's  lines. 

One  hundred  guns  were  in  position,  and  countless 
mortars  occupied  commanding  situations  on  the 
heights. 

On  the  3rd  of  June,  this  mass  of  ordnance  opened 

upon  the  Spanish  batteries,  and  so  crushing  was  the 
fire  that  not  a  single  gun  replied.  Early  in  the  day 
the  trenches  were  a  heap  of  ruins,  the  parapets 
were  in  flames,  and  the  magazines  blown  up.  Auudst 
these  disasters  there  were  instances  when  the  enemy 
displayed  a  noble  courage ;  a  rocket  from  Willis's 
having  set  fire  to  Valdasor's  battery,  the  gabions  were 
soon  a  mass  of  flames,  and  the  magazine  was  threat- 
ened. The  artillerymen  seeing  the  danger  fled,  but 
a  captain  of  cavalry,  Juan  Manrique,  who  was  in  the 
trenches  Uis  a  volunteer,  called  a  few  men  together, 
and,  regardless  alike  of  the  scorehing  bbize  and  the 
showers  of  grape  poured  in  fix>m  the  guns  of  the  fort- 
ress, rushed  uito  the  work,  and^heaping  the  loose  sand 
upon  the  burning  parapets  succeeded  in  smothering  the 
flames.  Although  the  first  day's  fire  had  driven  the 
enemy  bom  the  forts,  the  bombardment  was  still  unre* 
mittingly  kept  up,  until  the  whole  line  of  batteries  was 
completely  destroyed.  Numerous  deserters  found 
their  way  into  the  fortress,  and  gave  lamentable  ac* 
counts  of  the  sufierings  of  the  troops.    Sickness  Wiis 
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carrying  off  its  thousands,  and  each  day  increased  the 
faorroTB  of  want. 

Such  was  the  state  of  the  besiegers,  when  on  the 
23rdof  June  a  ayiuier  anived  in  the  campof  San  Roque, 
bringing  despatches  for  the  Conde  de  hi-s  Torres  and  a 
letter  for  the  Earl  of  Portmore,  which  latter  was  conveyed 
into  the  ganriaon  by  Cdonel  Lacy  of  the  Irish  Brigade. 

At  10  at  night  the  coiunel  left  the  advanced 
trenches,  and  on  being  challenged  replied  that  he  had 
despatches  for  the  «;ovemor  of  the  fortress,  but  the 
ofi^r  at  the  guard  refused  to  admit  him,  and  threat- 
ened to  fire  on  him  if  he  did  not  instantly  retire. 
Sliortly  afterwards  he  again  appeared  at  the  hcud  of 
the  trench,  beating  a  drum,  soundung  a  trumpet,  and 
displaying  symbols  of  a  truce.  He  was  then  admitted 
into  the  town,  when  he  announced  the  important  in- 
teDigenee  that  a  suspension  of  hostilities  had  been 
agreed  to,  and  the  preliminary  article^s  of  peace  signed 
by  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  several  powers.  The 
following  morning  Colonel  Roche  proceeded  to  the 
camp  at  bt  lioque  to  confer  with  Count  de  las  Torres, 
and  on  his  return  to  the  town  a  suspension  of  arms 
was  declared,  in  the  following  terms. 

Artide  I. 

That  there  shall  be  a  reciprocal  suspension  of 
anns  between  the  Spanish  army  and  the  English  gar« 
rison  oi  Uibrulur  till  the  prelimmuries  of  a  general 
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peace  (which  it  is  hoped  wHl  be  brought  to  a  success* 
ful  issue)  are  ratified. 

Article  IL 

The  garrison  shall  continue  in  the  town  without 

any  correspoudeuce  with  the  Spanish  troops,  who  till 
further  orden  shall  continue  to  mount  the  trenchei 

without  committing  any  hostilities. 

Article  III. 

The  colonel  of  the  guard  in  the  trenches  shall  be 
permitted  to  go  into  the  town  to  see  that  no  r^tanitions 
are  made  during  the  suspension  of  arms  to  the  works 
that  are  rumed*  and  that  no  new  intrenchments  are 
made. 

Article  IV. 

An  officer  of  the  garrison  shall  have  permission  to 
view  the  trenches,  which  shall  remain  in  the  condition 
that  they  now  are. 

Article  V. 

No  person  shall  be  allowed  to  go  to  the  coast  of 

Perigil,  and  any  person  so  doing  will  be  fired  upon 
both  from  theforta  of  the  mountains  and  thetrenchea. 

Article  VI, 

No  person  whatever  shall  be  permitted  to  go  into 
the  country  without  a  passport  from  the  captain- 
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general  of  the  Spadsh  anny  or  of  the  lieutenant- 
general  on  dtity  in  the  trenches:  and  all  corre- 
spondence shall  be  forbidden  by  sea  as  well  as  by  land. 

During  the  progress  of  the  siege  a  conspimcv  was 
detected  among  some  Moors  and  Jews  within  the 
walls,  to  seise  upon  the  gates,  and  by  a  preconcerted 
arrangement  open  them  to  the  Spaniards.  Narratmg 
the  story  of  this  treachery,  an  officer  says,  ''Two  Moors, 

the  (  liii  f  nyijents  of  the  Spaniards,  were  found  gi^^^^y* 
and  were  put  to  death  and  afterwards  flayed ;  their 
skins  were  then  nailed  to  the  gates  of  the  town,  where 
they  appeared  in  the  same  proportion  as  when  alive, 
and  being  large,  gigantic  fellows,  as  the  Moors  in 

general  are,  they  were  horrid  gliastly  spectacles. 

*'  The  best  part  of  them  were  remaining  when  we 
came  away.  Nature  had  sent  them  into  the  worid 
wiih  their  hides  tanned,  so  that  the  heat  of  the  sun, 
which  is  very  intense  at  Gibraltar,  could  add  but 
little  to  their  original  dusk  ;  but  it  had  so  hardened 
them  that  they  soon  seemed  equally  soUd  with  the  gates 
themselves.  After  the  siege  they  were  much  lessened 
by  the  curiosity  of  our  people,  who  cut  out  a  great 
many  pieces  of  them  to  bring  to  Engfamd,  one  of 
which,  to  gratify  our  readers,  may  be  seen  at  Mr 
Warner's,  the  publisher  of  this  treatise." 

The  losses  experienced  by  the  garrison  during  the 
siege  were  comparatively  small ;  viz. — 

Five  officers  killed  and  wounded. 
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Rank  and  File, 
kilkd,  Oy^  wouodtui,  2u7;  died  of  wuuridfl  aod 

iick]ieM»49;  ToUl,  ddl.   Deiertod.  17. 

The  caiUAhics  in  the  Spauiah  maj  were*— 

(MBcera. 

Killed,  15.  Wounded,  42. 

Rank  and  File. 

Killed,  340.  Wounded,  1119. 

Ikaerted.  S75. 

Died  of  nckneM,  or  ioTalidt,  ufiwaidi  of  5000 

The  ammuntuon  expended  by  the  garmun  duhag 

the  liege  waa  aa  Ibttarva : — 
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of  brass,  the  rat  of  iion*  73  guns  were  destroyed, 
seven  of  which  were  brass. 

The  events  of  this  siege  established  the  fact  that, 
OD  the  land  side  at  least,  Gibraltar  was  impregnable. 
During  the  early  part  of  the  operations  the  defences 
suffered  considerably,  and  the  fire  from  the  garrison 
was  consequently  weak  and  comparatively  harmless ; 
bnt  as  the  siege  progressed,  the  energy  oi  the  i2)iigii2ih 
developed  itself,  and  so  many  fresh  works  were  pro- 
jected and  completed,  so  muny  guns  niouuted,  and 
such  a  store  of  ammimition  collected,  that,  as  long  as 
the  enemy  made  no  diversion  by  sea,  any  attack  from 
the  land  was  futile. 

When  the  annistioe  was  agreed  to,  the  fortress 
was  provisioned  and  prepared  for  a  prolonged  and 
vigorous  defence,  whereas  the  Spaniards,  who  had 
long  been  ksing  heart,  experienced  the  greatest  diffi- 
culties in  maintaining  their  ground  and  bringmg  up 
their  gons  to  reply  to  the  fire  from  the  Rock. 

Their  ordiiimce,  which  was  mostly  of  brass, 
rapidly  became  unserviceable,  and  it  was  impossible 
to  replace  it.  Ammunition  too  had  been  squandered, 
and  the  hospitals  were  encutiibered  wiihthe  sick  who 
had  succumbed  to  the  effects  of  exposure  in  the 
trenches  during  the  inclement  weather.  Some  Span- 
ish histcurians  have  flattered  their  country  with  the 
assurance  that  the  besieged  were  in  the  last  stage 
of  starvatiou  and  want,  and  that  a  hasty  armistice 
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was  concluded  at  the  earnest  solicitation  of  the 
English  Govemm^t  in  order  to  save  the  garrison 
from  the  allLrnative  of  a  surrender.  AVc  can  pardon 
such  historic  fables^  if  we  remember  that  when  Spain 
lost  Gibraltar  she  was  deprived  toot  ever  of  the  bright- 
est jewel  in  her  crown. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 
1727—1729. 

Though  hostilities  ceased  on  the  23rd  June,  and 
Spain  had  apparenUy  agreed  to  a  suispension  of  arms, 
the  king  ahowed  such  an  evident  disinclination  to 
execute  the  preliminaries  of  peace,  tiiat  upwards  ot  t  w  o 
jem  were  spent  in  bickerings  and  disreputable  and 
shifty  diplomacy,  before  the  articles  were  finally  agreed 
to  by  the  treaty  of  Seville.  £very  species  of  quibble 
was  raked  np  at  Madrid  to  prolong  the  dispute. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  war,  the  "Prince 
Frederic/'  a  trading  ship  belonging  to  the  South  Sea 
Comj)any.  with  a  valnaV)lc  cargo,  had  been  seized  at 
Vera  Cruz.  The  restoration  of  this  vessel  was  now 
insisted  upon  by  England,  and  as  steadily  refused  by 
Spain.  The  Uttle  sore  opened  by  this  misuiuler- 
standing  soon  spread  to  a  gangrenous  wound.  Be- 
sides this  impediment  to  peace,  tlie  Spaniards  refused 
to  quit  their  ground  before  the  Rock,  maiutammg 
that  they  were  not  required  to  do  so  until  the  pre- 
hmmaries  had  been  exe(  uted.  Added  to  this,  the 
govenunent  resorted  to  the  most  contemptible  devices 
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for  insulting  British  feelings,  by  intercepting  corre- 
spondence and  opening  despatches.  Negotiations  were 
rendered  more  complicated  by  the  absence  of  all  the 
foreign  niinisters  irom  Madrid,  except  the  Dutch  Am- 
bassador M.Vandermere,  who  therefore  became  theonly 
channel  of  communication  with  the  court  of  Spain. 

From  the  line  of  conduct  pursued  by  Philip, 
or  rather  by  his  queen,  for  throughout  this  transac- 
tion she  was  the  principal  agent,  and  dictated  the 
course  of  action,  it  was  evident  that  Spain  had  ac- 
cepted the  prelinuiiaries,  not  for  the  purpose  of  end- 
ing  the  war,  but  to  gain  time  for  the  preparation  of 
greater  amiamente.  One  great  object  that  she  had 
in  view  was  the  junction  of  her  fleet,  of  which  one 
portion  was  at  Comnna,  the  other  at  Cadis.  With 
povvcriul  British  s(][uiulrons  hovering  on  the  coasts, 
this  junction  could  not  be  effected,  but  when  a  tmce 
had  closed  their  guns,  it  would  be  easy  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  opportunity. 

Towards  the  end  of  July,  suspecting  that  all  cor- 
respondence with  the  government  at  home  was  inter- 
cepted in  Spain,  Sir  C*  Wager  intimated  his  sus- 
picions to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  and  represented 
the  iniquity  of  such  a  system.  At  the  same  time  he 
wrote  to  Don  Francisco  de  Ribadeo,  then  in  oonunand 
of  the  Spanish  camp,  on  the  subject,  and  pn>vcd  that 
four  letters  which  were  written  to  M.  Yandermere 
had  been  stopped.* 

•  Sir  C.  Wsger  to  Don     Bihadeo,  July  21, 1727. 
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Ck>mpliiiiiiDg  of  this  injustice  and  of  the  nnieason- 
able  conduct  of  the  Spanish  Government,  he  said :  — 

"  If  it  be  expected  not  only  that  the  garrison 
should  be  reduced,  but  that  the  squadron  under  my 
command  return  hoiiiu  and  leave  Gibraltar  besieged 
(the  relief  of  which  was  the  only  cause  of  our  com- 
ing), aD  the  world  must  think  that  it  is  the  most 
extraordmary  explanation  of  the  articles  that  ever  was 
heard  oi,  and  I  am  sure  will  never  be  so  understood 

by  me  except  I  receive  orders  from  the  king  laaster 
SO  to  understand  them,  which  1  dare  say  1  never 
shall.  And  as  my  letters  and  papers  are  either  inter- 
cepted or  stopt,  or  else  not  permitted  to  pass  freely, 
I  caimot  but  suspect  that  His  Catholic  Majesty  has 
no  inclination  to  continue  even  the  present  cessation, 
especially  as  I  have  never  received  from  Admiral 
Gastagneta  any  assurance  that  he  has  received  orders 
to  observe  the  cessation/* 

This  remonstrance  produced  but  slight  effect: 

Ribadeo  riplied,  disavowinj]^  any  knowletlge  of  the 
alleged  breaches  of  good  faith,  and  insisting  upon  the 
anxiety  of  the  king  his  master  to  comply  punctiliously 
with  the  sense  of  the  preliminaries.  A  moutii  had 
Bcarody  dapsed  before  a  fresh  cause  of  complaint 
arose,  wliich  might  reasonably  have  resulted  in  a 
renewal  of  hostilities. 

In  August  Sir  Charles  Wager  received  informa- 
tion that  the  Spanish  fleet,  taking  advantage  of  the 
armistioe,  had  sailed  from  Corunna,  with  the  intention 
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of  forming  a  junction  with  the  squadron  at  Cadis. 
Immediately  this  intelligence  leaehed  him,  he  lent 
remonstrances  to  Ribadeo,  who  in  reply  gave  the  most 
solemn  assnnnces  that  the  ships  had  gone  to  Cadis 
for  the  purpose  of  bemg  disanned.  Notwithstandnig 
the  cessation  of  arms,  Sir  Charles  was  in  doubt  whe- 
ther he  shoold  not  interoept  the  fleet  on  its  passage ; 
he  contented  himself,  however,  with  cruising  oflP  Cape 
Spartely  and  sent  Captain  Falkingham»  in  the  "  Prince 
IVederic/'  to  look  into  the  Bay  of  Cadiz,  and  watch 
the  movements  of  the  Spanish  vessels. 

Gaptam  EaUdngham  reported  that  a  fleet  of  19 

sail  of  the  Ymv  lay  at  anchor,  including  seven  ships 
from  Corunna^  that  a  ij'rench  squadron  of  12  sail 
was  also  ready  for  sea,  and  that  romours  were  in 
circulation  of  a  secret  expedition  being  prepared. 
Alanned  at  this  intdligence.  Admiral  Wager  again 

wrote  to  I\ibadeo,  reminding  him  of  the  positive  assur- 
ance  which  he  had  made  upon  his  word  of  honour 
that  the  Conmna  sqnadron  wonid  be  disanned  npon 
its  arrival  at  Cadiz.  Too  late  the  admiral  discovered  that 
he  had  been  duped  by  a  premeditated  and  deliberate 

falsehood,  and  it  was  in  vain  that  lie  pressed  upon  the 
Spanish  general  the  obligation  of  a  plighted  honoor. 
Such  flimsy  ties  were  neither  recognised  nor  under* 
stood,  and  the  fleet  remained  at  Cadiz,  ready  prepared 
for  sea.* 

While  the  Spanish  Government  pursued  this  irritat- 
•  CkMmpoBteiee or  8ir C.  Wager.  Kiag*«MSa, 
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ing  line  of  conduct  before  Gibraltar,  the  people  of  Eng- 
land were  becoming  clamoiaos  for  some  decisive  term* 
mution  to  the  precarious  truce.  An  armistice  which 
required  the  continuation  of  immense  aimaments, 
was  even  more  expensive  to  the  nation  than  an  act- 
ive war,  and  such  an  outcry  was  raised  agamst  the 
vacillating  conduct  of  Spain  that  the  English  cabinet 
was  driven  to  take  prompter  measures  to  bring  about 
the  settlement  of  a  treaty.  With  this  object  Mr 
Keene  was  sent  to  Madrid,  charged  with  a  mission  to 
the  king,  while  France,  also  anxious  to  heal  the  differ- 
enoes  between  the  two  Bourbon  courts,  despatched 
Count  Rottembourg,  to  complete  the  reconciliation 
between  Philip  and  Louis,  and  at  the  same  time  to  em« 
ploy  the  influence  of  his  good  offices  in  arranging  the 
treaty  between  Spain  and  England.  The  general 
instructions  to  the  two  envoys  were  communicated  to 
each  otlier,  and  they  were  specially  enjoined  to  insist 
upon  the  termination  of  the  blcxskadeof  Gibraltar,  the 
restoration  of  all  captures,  and  the  distribution  of  the 
property  brought  by  the  flota. 

Upon  theur  arrival  in  Madrid,  the  feelings  of  the 
Court  towards  the  two  countries  they  represented 
weie  most  unmistakeably  declared.  Rottembourg  was 
instantly  admitted  to  an  audience,  treated  as  a  Mend, 
and  encouraged  in  his  mission.  Mr  Keene,  on  the 
oontnuy  was  not  permitted  to  see  the  king  for 
nearly  three  weeks,  and,  when  at  last  he  delivered  his 
credentials,  he  was  received  with  freesing  coldness. 
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The  king,  at  this  time  in  a  state  of  infirmity  approach- 
ing to  imbecility,  was  completely  under  the  influence 
of  the  queen,  whose  hatred  of  the  English  knew  no 
bounds.  So  ungovernable  were  her  feeimgs  on  this 
point,  that  during  her  frequent  audiences  with  De 
Rottembourg,  she  more  than  once  forgot  the  dignity 
of  her  position  and  gave  vent  with  unfeminine  impe- 
tuosity of  manner  to  violent  denunciations  of  the 
detested  nation. 

For  several  weeks  the  whole  conduct  of  the  nego- 
tiations was  in  the  hands  of  the  French  plenipoten- 
tiaiy,  who,  finding  himself  unshackled  by  any  in- 
terference on  the  part  of  Mr  Keene,  conducted  the 
business  as  he  chose.  At  his  first  audience,  and  even 
before  he  had  alluded  to  the  interests  of  England, 
the  queen  displayed  the  violence  of  her  hatred  towards 
that  nation.  Twenty  times  she  exchumed,  repro- 
bating the  alliance  between  France  and  England, 
i  ou  have  sold  yourselves  to  the  English,  who  lord  it 
over  you  as  your  masters."* 

iitiuie  proceeding  to  his  second  audience,  De 
Bottembourg  had  gained  over  the  influence  of  the 
queen's  two  confessors,  and  he  had  received  thrir  assur- 
ances that  everything  would  be  done  for  France  and 
nothing  for  Engknd.  In  his  subsequent  interview, 
he  cxplaiiit'tl  to  the  queen  the  orders  with  which  he 
was  charged,  vis. — 

.  ^  Coxe.  Memoirti  of  the  Kings  of  Spain. 
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First.  To  express  the  long  his  master  s  r^ard 
for  their  Catholic  Majesties,  and  his  great  ju  v  at  the 

reconciliation.  Secondly,  to  entreat  them  to  execute 
the  pieUmiiiaries.   And  thirdly,  to  assure  them  of  the 

king's  readiness  to  concur  in  the  establishment  of 
their  family. 

He  was  impatiently  intermpted  by  Her  Majesty, 

who  asked,  "What  is  required  from  us?"  and  upon 
his  repljring,  The  execution  of  the  preliminaries, 

"  What,"  exchiinied  the  queen,  "  do  you  mean  by  liic 
preliminary  points  ?  " 

The  restoration  of  the  '  Prince  Frederic,*  and 
the  distribution  of  the  effects  of  the  flota/'  answered 
De  Rottembourg. 

"  Did  I  not  say  so  ?  "  she  broke  out ;  **  see  these 
English,  these  masters  of  the  world,  how  they  explain 
all  things  as  diey  wiU  I 

"Were  the  ship  your  Hia>ter's,"  she  continued, 
"  he  should  have  it,  but  the  English  shall  never  have 
it."    The  diplomatist  urged  the  point. 

Well,"  exclaimed  the  queen,  "  who  is  to  judge 
of  this  satisfaction  ?  the  king  chdms  the  vessel  as 
his,  for  a  thousand  contiavciitions  of  the  Asiento  ;  the 
Snghsh  pretend  that  it  belongs  to  them;  let  the 
Ck^ngress  decide.  But  if  nothing  more  were  neoessaiy 
than  to  ask,  give  us  Gibraltar,  and  we  will  give  the 
veaseL" 

••Were  Gibraltar  in  the  hands  of  my  master/' 
leiilied  De  Rottembourg,  "  he  would  sacrifice  it,  but  it 
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is  not  the  time  to  stipulate  new  reciprocities,  after 
the  signatcure  of  the  prdiminaries  which  restored  all 
things  to  the  same  situation  as  before  1726/* 

''Sir/'  replied  the  queen,  ''  do  you  kiM)W  why  we 
acquiesced  in  this  date  of  1726?** 

"To  facilitate  the  peace,  by  smoothing  the  diffi- 
culties which  oonld  not  be  settled  until  the  Congress 
of  Cauibray/'  remarked  the  envoy. 

"  I  shall  give  you/'  she  lejoined,  other  reascm/* 
She  asked  the  king  for  the  key  of  his  casket ;  he  gnve 
it,  and  she  went  towards  the  head  of  the  bed  to  open 
it.  StOl  searching  in  the  casket,  she  continued,  You 
in  France  arc  nothing  but  English;  you  were  not 
enemies  to  the  emperor  tiU  since  his  alliance  with  my 
husband/* 

At  length  she  found  a  letter  from  the  King  rf 
England,  promising  the  restitution  of  Gibraltar,  and 
dated  the  first  of  June,  1721.  Giving  it  to  De 
Kottemtxmrg,  she  remarked  as  he  was  reading  it, 
"  Perhaps  it  is  forged ; "  on  his  replymg  that  it  was 
no  doubt  original,  she  exclaimed,  laughing,  "  I  was 
glad  to  furnish  you  with  such  an  excuse ;  see.  Sir,  the 
principal  reason  for  admitting  the  terms  of  1726. 
Let  your  allies  f uiiil  their  part,  we  will  fulfil  outs. 
Let  them  restore  to  us  what  they  have.  With  what 
nght  do  they  come  to  blockade  our  ports  ?  ** 

Interrupted  for  a  moment  by  De  Rottembouig, 
she  continued,  excitedly,  "Mr  \\  alpole  is  your  master 
in  France.    I  wish  I  had  Mr  Walpole  and  the 
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Cardinal  here,  we  would  see  whether  my  arguments 
would  not  preponderate/' 

Returning  to  the  subject  of  the  "  Prince  Frederic," 
she  proposed  to  put  the  vessel  in  sequestration  with 
the  King  of  France  until  the  question  could  be 
decided  by  the  Congress ;  and  agreed  to  distribute 
the  effects  of  the  flota  and  to  withdraw  the  tioopa 
from  before  Gibraltar  when  the  English  squadrons 
retired  from  the  coasts  of  America  and  Spain.  De 
Kottembonrg  explamed  that  these  propositions  would 
not  be  satisfactory,  and  hinted  that  it  was  impolitic 
to  evince  so  little  consideration  for  the  English,  who 
were  joint  f^uarantces  of  the  succession  to  the  Italian 
States^  in  favour  of  Don  Carlos.  At  this  the  queen 
exdaimed^  You  are  come  again  to  your  successions. 
I  voiuutariiy  abandon  them,  if  Gibraltar  is  restored  to 
the  kii^.  Youeee  by  what  I  say  in  his  presence  that 
it  is  his  glory  and  his  interests  only  that  affect  me/'* 

We  must  turn  for  a  moment  to  the  state  of  afiEun 
at  Gibraltar.  While  these  negotiations  were  sbwlypro^ 
gressing  at  Madrid,  the  Spaniards  continued  to 
assume  a  defiant  attitude  before  the  Rock*  Notwith- 
standing the  conditions  expressly  laid  down  in  the 
articles  for  a  suspension  of  arms,  that  no  alteration 
or  repairs  should  be  made  in  the  batteries  or  trenches 
of  the  enemy;  the  Spaniards  commenced  to  rebuild 
a  formidable  work  known  as  Tessa's  Battery,  and  to 

*  Xietter  from  Count  Eottembourg  (abridged).  Coxe'a 
Hems,  of  ths  Kinge^  of  Spam. 
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renew  its  armament.  This  act,  which  was  a  distinct 
infraction  of  the  terms  upon  which  a  suspension  of 
aiiiis  liad  been  agreed  to,  elicited  firm  but  temperate 
remonstrances  from  Lord  Fortmore  and  Sir  Charles 
Wager.  But  the  Cond^  de  Montemar,  then  in  com- 
mand of  the  anuy,  denied  that  any  violation  of  the 
treaty  had  been  committed,  and  the  works  were  con- 
tinued.  Doubting  what  course  to  pursue,  unwilling 
to  be  the  author  of  a  renewal  of  hostilities,  and  yet 
believing  that  it  was  his  duty  to  interrupt  the  unlawful 
proceedings  by  force  if  necessary,  the  admiral  wrote 
to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  put  him  in  possession  of 
the  facts,  and  asked  for  instructions.*  In  this  letter 
he  expressed  his  belief  that  the  Spaniards  had  no 
intention  of  maintaming  the  peace;  but  it  was  his 
impression  that  the}  iiad  agreed  to  the  armistice  only 
to  gain  time,  and  having  lured  into  their  ports  the 
British  merchant-shipping,  to  renounce  the  suspension 
of  hostihties  and  seize  the  vessels. 

Were  it  not/'  he  said,  **  that  th^  have  so  many  of 
our  ships  in  their  ports,  uoLliiug  wuuld  iimderme  from 
firing  upon  them.  U  the  Court  of  Spain  have  asincere 
intention  to  continue  the  cessation,  and  come  into  a 
sure  and  lasting  peace,  as  the  Conde  says,  I  should 
be  veiy  sorry  by  anything  that  may  be  called  rashness 
in  me  to  be  the  occasion  of  a  new  breach,  but  the 
Spaniards  do  act  in  such  a  manner  that  it  is  veiy  dif- 

*  \Va<;or  to  Puke  of  Newcastle,  jSeptember  17th,  1727. 
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ficult  (1  believe  for  anybody)  to  guess  at  their  inten- 
tioiu.  Their  fleet  are  all  kept  in  a  seeming  readiness 
to  sail,  their  army  here,  though  said  to  be  ordered  into 
quarters,  do  yet  continue  in  camp,  and  they  relieve 
their  trenches  e\  cry  day  as  they  have  done  ever  since 
the  cessation,  so  that  we  are  obliged  to  be  continually 
on  our  guard." 

Almost  at  the  same  time  that  Sir  Charles  Wager 
sent  this  letter  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  he  wrote 
also  to  the  Conde  de  Moiitcuiar,  remonstrating  with 
hun  against  the  proceedings  at  Tessd's  battery,  and 
expressing  his  regret  that  so  little  disposition  was 
show  n  to  preserve  the  suspension  of  arms.  To  this 
Montemar  replied : — 

"  At  the  time  that  the  Earl  Forbes,  captain  of  one 
of  Uis  British  Majesty's  ships,  arrived  and  delivered 
to  me  the  bvour  of  your  Excellency  s  letter,  I  was 
paying  my  regards  to  you  by  acquainting  you  of  my 

being  come  to  command  this  army  One  of  the 

principal  directions  I  have  from  the  king  is  to  keep 
religiously  what  has  been  agreed  between  the  Earls  of 
Portmore  and  De  las  Torres ;  and  for  my  part  I  have 
used  and  shall  use  all  suiUble  means  to  preserve  the 
sospension  of  arms  under  that  rule.  But  the  said  rule 
doQB  not  forbid  me  to  maintain  the  batteries  and  other 
posts  that  are  now  on  the  seaside,  west-ward  and  east- 
ward, and  which  only  tend  to  the  guarding  of  the 
coast  that  is  under  my  care;  for  as  that  coast  is  so 
near  Africa,  and  the  insults  of  those  people  are  very 

15 
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couimou  upon  our  shore,  i  must  take  what  precautions 
are  possible  to  binder  them.  The  batteiy  of  Tess^ 
was  raised,  as  well  as  the  others  ou  the  sea-side,  west- 
ward and  eastward,  20  days  before  the  siege  of  Gib* 
raltar  was  begun,  and  at  a  time  when  the  fleet  under 
your  Excelleney's  conunaud  w  as  in  this  bay,  and  the 
Governor  of  Gibraltar  had  midoubtedly  a  suspici<Hi 
that  we  might  attack  his  town.  As  a  sovereign  cainiot 
be  hindered  from  fortifying  his  coasts,  so  neither  your 
Excellency  nor  the  said  governor  took  any  notice  of 
it,  because,  without  doubt,  you  both  oi  you  well 
knew  that  reasim,  and  that  it  was  neither  directly  nor 
indirectly  repu^aiant  tu  the  lOth  article  of  the  Treaty 
of  Peace  agreed  between  Spain  and  England  on  July 
18th,  171S  * 

"The  Earl  of  Portmore  has  directed  that  the 
correspondence  with  the  town  should  be  carried  on 
by  letters  carried  by  drums.  This  I  have  done  since 
I  came  to  this  army,  and  as  I  may  take  the  same  care 
of  this  camp  and  coast  as  the  Earl  does  of  his  town,  I 
beg  your  Excellency,  when  you  shall  hereafter  have 
anything  to  command  me,  that  you  would  do  it  by 
the  means  desired  and  directed  by  the  said  Earl,  for 
the  like  shall  be  done  on  my  part/'  f 

•  Our  moderation  and  anxiety  to  avoid  a  war,  by  Bilentlj 
permitting  these  encroacliments,  were  thus  afterwards  adduced 
a8  evidence  against  u.**. 

t  Coude  de  Blonteniar  to  Sir  C.  AVaper.  San  Hoque^ 
Sept.  25, 1727.   King*8  MM,,  Britiah  Museum. 
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This  equivocal  and  unfineadiy  leply^  and  the  ghtfing 
fiibtty  of  the  statement  regarding  the  objects  for  which 
Tessc's  battery  was  re-armed,  served  to  convince  Ad- 
miral Wager  of  the  hostile  intentions  of  the  Spaniards. 
His  feelings  are  best  expressed  in  his  answer  to 
Montemar:— 

I  reeeiyed  the  honour  of  yornr  Excdiency's  letter 
yesterday  by  Colonel  Lacy,  and  return  many  thanks 
far  the  compliments  you  are  pleased  to  make  me,  both 
in  the  letter  and  by  Colonel  Lacy,  who,  since  we  have 
had  any  communication  with  the  camp,  has  always  be« 
haved  himself  like  a  man  of  honour.  I  am  sorry  that  sort 
of  communication  with  us  which  has  been  carried  on 
in  that  manner  by  officers  since  the  beginning  of  the 
siege,  should  be  disagreeable  to  your  Excellency ;  I 
am  not  conscious  of  having  done  anything,  on  my 
part,  to  give  any  dislike,  but,  since  you  are  pleased  to 
desire  it  may  be  so,  1  sliull  give  your  Excellency  no 
trouble  at  all  that  way,  but,  if  I  shall  have  anything 
to  sav  (which  I  do  not  foresee  that  I  shall),  1  will 
desire  my  Lord  Portmore  to  do  me  the  favour  to  send 
my  letters  by  a  drum, — that  way  of  sending  letters 
having  never  been  practised  at  sea,  that  I  know  oL 

''I  have  reodved  the  same  commands  from  the 
king  my  master  as  your  Excellency  has  done  from  His 
Catholic  Majesty,  religiously  to  observe  the  cessation 
agreed  upon  between  the  Cmdi  de  las  Torres  and 
my  Lord  Portmore.  But  I  perceive  you  expect  we 
ihoold  keep  it  on  our  part,  when  you  profess  you  will 
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not  do  the  same  on  yonrs;  for  I  cannot  but  look 
upon  the  repairing  of  Tessa's  battery  to  be  contrary 
to  that  agreement,  which  was  that  no  works  should 
be  carried  on  or  repaired  on  either  aide ;  and  I  am 
very  sorry  to  find  that  you  have  so  mean  an  opinion 
of  my  understanding  as  to  think  that  I  can  suppose 
that  battery  to  be  designed  against  the  Moors.  But 
I  must  repeat  what  I  said  in  my  letter,  that  as  that 
batteiy  was  erected  at  first  (though  20  days  before 
the  siege)  for  no  other  reason  than  to  fire  uj)un  the 
ships  in  the  bay,  thereby  to  fiacilitate  the  siege  of 
Gibraltar,  so  the  repairing  and  re-mounting  it  with 
cannon  now  can  be  for  no  other  purpose."* 

The  letter  went  on  complaining  of  the  total  dis- 
regard of  the  articles  of  cessation,  and  saying  that  a 
sincere  desire  to  continue  the  peace  alone  prevented 
Lord  Portmove  from  resenting  the  conduct  of  the 
Spaniards ;  it  called  the  attention  of  Montemar  to 
the  facts  that  the  Spanish  minister  had  given  his  word 
of  Jtouotir  that  the  fleet  should  be  disarnicd  at  Cadiz, 
but  which  had  not  been  done;  that  the  Spanish 
Government  took  an  unfair  advantage  of  the  cessa- 
tion and  brought  that  fleet  from  Corunna;  and 
further,  that  the  South  Sea  Ck>mpany's  effects  were 
unlawfully  detained  at  Vera  Cruz,  and  that  every- 
thing done  by  Spain  led  to  the  belief  that  some  great 
secret  design  was  contemplated. 

•  Sir  a  Wager  to  Cond^  de  Montiwnar.  Gibnatar,  fiept. 
26tK1727.   King's  MSS. 
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The  latter  impression^  which  was  strongly  enter- 
tained both  by  Lord  Poitmore  and  Sir  Charles  Wap^cr, 
was  still  further  strengthened  by  intelligence  from  the 
Consul  at  Malaga,  who  in  a  secret  despatch,  dated  the 
2Uh  September,  reported  that  there  were  strong 
motives  for  behoving  that  there  was  a  project  in 
course  of  organusation  at  Cadis,  in  fiivoor  of  the  Pretend- 
er ;  that  six  of  the  best  sailing  ships  were  appointed 
for  that  purpose ;  that  all  the  principal  men  of  the 
faction  then  in  Spain,  the  Pretender,  the  Duke  of 
Ormonde*  and  a  number  of  Irish  officers,  were  to 
embark  in  them ;  that  2000  Irish  troops,  then  before 
Gibraltar,  14  held-pieces,  and  20,000  small  amis, 
would  accompany  them,  and  that  the  expedition  would 
sad  fur  Wales  ur  .some  part  of  the  British  Channel.* 

At  Madrid,  negotiations  dragged  wearily  on,  the 
queen  incessantly  starting  fresh  difficulties,  and  ex- 
hausting every  expedient  to  gain  time.  The  pro- 
posal to  put  the  "  Prince  Frederic  '*  in  sequestration 
with  the  Kinj?  of  Franco  was  directly  (IccIurJ  by 
Louts,  and  this  comparatively  trivial  question  gave 
rise  to  new  complications,  notwithstanding  that  the 
king  deprecated  the  violent  feeling  of  resentment 
which  the  queen  exhibited  towards  the  English,  and 
entreated  that,  for  the  sake  of  maintaining;  tiu  peace, 
the  preliniinaries  might  be  immediately  executed. 
Anxious  to  bring  this  unsatisfactoiy  business  to  a 

•  Coamil  HoDoway,  Malaga,  to  Sir  C.  Wagier.  King^s 
MSS. 
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close,  the  English  cabinet  offered  modified  proposals, 
which  through  Goimt  Broglio,  the  Erench  Ambas- 
sador at  London,  were  transmitted  to  De  Rottem- 
bourg.  These  piopositicms  included  the  execution  of 
the  preliminaries  in  general  and  the  restitution  of  the 
Prince  Frederic,"  but  the  question  of  contraband, 
which  had  recently  been  alleged  by  the  tjueen  and 
echoed  by  Phihp,  was  to  be  left  to  a  congress.  In 
the  mean  time,  popular  impatience  in  England  for  a 
termination  to  this  uncertain  trace,  either  by  the  con- 
elusion  of  a  satisfactory  peace  or  the  renewal  of  the 
war,  had  rapidly  increased ;  and  the  government^  fear- 
ful of  the  consequences,  were  driven  to  adopt  a  finner 
and  more  ei'ectual  policy,  aud,  as  the  sequel  showed, 
with  success.  For  a  moment  the  queen  waveied 
between  war  aud  peace,  but  on  the  6th  of  March 
(N.SO,  1728,  by  an  act  of  the  Pardo,  Phihp  aooeded 
to  the  demands  of  Great  Britain,  and  accepted  the 
preliuunanes. 

On  the  9th  this  intelligenoe  was  forwarded  to 
Gibraltar  and  the  fleet  was  ordered  home.* 

^    Duke  of  Newcastle  to  Sir  C.  Wager, 

Whitehall,  March  9th,  1728. 

The  dedantum  for  nmoring  the  diffieuhies 
that  ohstructed  theeieeution  of  the  pielimiiiam  being  agreed 
to  bf  all  the  powers  conoemed,  signed  b^  their  several  minia- 

tcra  at  Madrid,  on  the  6th  inst.  (N.S.),  aud  the  king  beintr 
iulbrmod  bj  letters  Irum       Lord  Portmore  that  the  Spauisb 
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Although  Philip  was  induced  thus  tardily  to 
execute  the  preliminaries,  yet  in  the  snbsequent  dis« 
cussions  respecting  the  settlement  of  a  definitive 
treaty,  he  still  maintained  his  chiim  to  the  uncon- 
diliijiial  siiiiLiider  of  Gibraltar. 

The  difficulties  which  had  attended  the  execution 
of  the  preliminary  points  threatened  to  shackle  the 
proceedings  of  the  congress  at  Soissons. 

I  can  see  no  daylight  yet  in  the  affiuTB  of  the 
congress,"  writes  Mr  Poyntz,  "  only  thus  much,  that 
after  we  carry  the  point  of  Gibraltar,  the  Spaniards 
win  leave  no  stone  unturned  to  hurt  our  commerce  in 
order  to  distress  us  into  a  compiiauce  on  the  other 
point  The  Queen  of  Spain  may  have  other  views, 
but  the  Catholic  King  ami  the  true  Spaniards  are 
animated  against  us  by  this  single  consideration.* 

*'God  forbid  that  any  British  snbject  should  think 
of  giving  up  Gibraltar  m  the  present  violent  situa- 

forces  which  were  employed  in  the  siege  of  Gibraltar  are 
marched  off  from  before  that  place,  their  ammunition  and 
ether  warlike  item  tent  away,  and  their  battencs  demolished, 
— wo  tlist  the  fiege  may  be  looked  upon  as  effiBctually  laaaed ; 
His  Ifajertf  has  commanded  me  to  signify  to  jou  his  pleasure^ 
that  upon  ^  receipt  of  this  letter  70a  forthwith  return  home 
with  His  Majesty's  whole  squadron  under  your  oommand, 
leaving  only  two  small  ships  to  attend  as  usoal  the  ganison  of 
Gibraltar  and  Port  Mahon. 

"Nbwcabtli." 

*  Stephen  Poyntz  to  Lord  Townsheod.  Paris,  June  S^tb, 
172&   Mems.  of  Sir  E.  Waipole. 
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tion  of  things  and  under  the  rough  treatment  we 
meet  from  Spain. 

"  But  if  the  Spanish  plenipotentiaries,  instead  of 
demanding  it  peremptorily^  were  to  set  forth  in  an 
amicable  manner  that  thejr  are  ready  to  offer  an 
equivalent  for  it,  and  only  desire  a  promise  that  the 
consideration  of  this  equivalent  may  be  submitted  to 
the  king  and  his  parliament,  leaving  our  possession  in 
the  mean  time  on  the  foot  of  our  treaties^  I  must  own, 
in  such  a  case,  I  shoold  not  think  any  injury  done  us. 
....  Without  something  of  this  kind  I  fear  no  peace 
can  be  of  long  duration." 

In  his  reply  to  Poyntz  (June  14th,  1728)  Towns- 
hend  said, What  you  propose  in  relation  to  Gibraltar 
is  certainly  very  reasonable,  and  is  exactly  conformable 
to  the  opuuon  which  you  know  I  have  always  enter- 
tained concerning  that  place.  But  you  cannot  but  be 
sensible  of  the  violent  and  aliuust  superstitious  zeal 
which  has  of  hite  prevailed  among  all  parties  in  this 
kingdom  against  any  scheme  for  the  restitution  of 
Gibraltar  upon  any  conditions  whatsoever.  And  I 
am  afraid  that  the  bare  mention  of  a  proposal  which 
carried  the  most  distant  appearance  of  laying  Eng- 
land under  an  obligation  of  ever  parting  with  that 
place  would  be  suflBcient  to  put  the  whole  nation  in  a 
flame." 

In  Januaiy,  1729,  pariiament  met,  and  no  treaty 

liad  been  concluded.  The  king's  speech  adaalled 
that  the  execution  of  the  preliminaries,  and  the  open* 
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ing  of  the  congress  at  Soissons,  had  raised  hopes  of 
a  speedy  and  general  pacification,  but  declared  that 

this  tardy  termination  to  the  prolonged  suspense  was 
due  to  the  uncertain  policy  of  the  Court  of  Madrid. 

While  urering  the  expediency  of  concluding  a 
satisfactory  peace,  the  king  expressed  his  reUanoe 
upon  the  support  of  the  country  should  war  become 
inevitable. 

On  the  18th  of  Maich»  a  motion  was  brought 

forward  in  the  House  of  Lords  for  the  production  of 
a  copy  of  the  letter  containmg  a  promise  of  the  resti* 
tntion  of  Gibraltar,  which  had  been  written  by 
(jeorge  I.  to  the  King  of  Spain  in  1721.  The 
document  having  been  laid  on  the  tabk  a  warn 
debate  ensued.  A  motion  was  made  that  the  **  King 
of  bpam  be  obliged  to  renounce  his  claim  to  Gibral* 
tar  and  Minorca.  For  the  honour  of  His  Majesty 
and  the  preservation  and  security  of  the  trade  and 
commerce  of  this  kingdom,  effectual  can  should  be 
taken  in  the  present  treaty  that  the  King  of  Spain 
do  renounce  all  claim  and  pretension  to  Gibraltar  and 
the  ishind  of  Mincnrca  in  plain  and  strong  terms." 

The  question  was  put  and  negatived  by  84  to  31, 
but  a  protest  enumerating  in  three  articles  reasons 
why  the  permanent  possession  of  Gibraltar  should 
be  secured  to  the  Bntish  Crown  was  drawn  up  and 
signed  by  seventeen  peers,  headed  by  the  Duke  of 
Beaufort. 

Thia  document  declared  that  the  place  was  of 
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such  importance  that  it  should  be  secured  by  more 
than  general  stipulationa,  that  the  Catholic  King 
siiouid  be  compelled  to  luake  bis  renunciation  of  it 
in  words  as  stnmg  as  he  has  made  his  chiim  to  it, 
especially  as  our  plenipotentiaries  had  not  been  able 
to  induce  him  to  show  any  inclination  to  relinquish 
Us  pretensions  to  it;  further,  that  there  was  ereiy 
reason  to  believe  that  the  allies  of  Spain  were  anxious 
to  see  it  restored,  and  that  were  these  decided 
measures  adopted,  they  would  deter  any  '^wicked 
ministers  even  from  the  thoughts  of  giving  it  up, 
or  purchasing,  by  the  snnender  of  this  most  yafaiable 
possession,  an  inglorious  peace." 

In  the  Conunons,  Lord  Malpas  moved  for  the 
production  of  the  kmg's  letter,  and  as  in  the  Lords 
an  animated  and  bitter  debate  ensued.  Severe  reflec- 
tions were  cast  upon  those  who  had  advised  the  king 
to  put  his  pen  to  such  a  document,  and  to  this  act 
many  of  the  members  attributed  the  complications 
and  difficulties  with  which  England  was  then  sor- 
lounded. 

A  resolution  similar  to  that  ])ropo6ed  in  the 

Lords,  with  the  addition  of  the  words  "  that  all  pre- 
tensions on  the  part  of  the  Crown  ci  Spain  to  the 
said  places  be  specifically  given  up,"  was  moved,  but 
eventually  negatived  by  267  to  111. 

The  publication  of  this  celebrated  letter,  the 
debates  in  both  Houses,  and  the  violent  comments 
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upon  the  whole  tiansaction  in  the  Oraftmm  and 
other  periodicab,  roused  the  temper  of  the  nation. 
We  have  seen  how  throughout  the  progress  of  the 
negotiations  rehting  to  Gibraltar,  the  fear  of  the 
popular  indignation  iukI  the  consequent  downfal  of 
the  ministry  abne  seemed  this  most  valuable  pos- 
session to  the  British  Crown.  As  the  elamonr  in« 
creased  and  the  uneasiness  regarding  the  intentions 
of  the  cabinet  extended,  it  became  necessaiy  to  lull 
the  excitement  and  to  reassure  the  people. 

A  special  mission  to  Madrid  was  resolved  upon»  and 
William  Stanhope,  who,  from  his  knowledge  of  the 
Spanish  character,  and  intimate  acquamtauce  with  aQ 
the  technicalities  of  this  delicate  question,  was  admira- 
bly fitted  for  the  post,  was  requested  by  the  Duke  of 
Newcastle  to  undertake  the  negotiation.  At  first  the 
proposal  was  met  by  some  difficulties  %  misunder** 
standings  had  arisen  between  Stanhope  and  Towns* 
hend,  and  the  former  considered  that  his  previous 
services  had  been  inadequately  rewarded. 

The  promise  of  a  peerage,  the  one  grand  object  of 
Stanhope's  ambitioA,  dedded  his  resolution,  and  he  set 
out  on  his  mission.* 

*  "Hcmever,  his  Majesty  gives  jonr  ExoeDency  leuve  to 

aasure  Mr  Stanhope  in  his  name,  that  in  case  he  will  undertake 
this  comtiiidsion,  he  will  certainly  make  him  a  peer  as  soou  aa 
the  neirotiation  with  Spain  ia  over."  Lord  Townshend  to 
Walpole  and  Poyntz,  August  X2th,  1720. 
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His  instructions  respecting  Gibraltar  were  vague 
and  uidefinite.  Thus  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  wrote 
to  him:* 

"  Sure  it  would  be  well  if  something  explicit  could 
be  got  about  Gibraltar  and  Port  Mahon»  in  order  to 

please  here,  though  it  may  by  no  raeans  be  advisable 
to  push  this  point  so  as  to  hinder  the  conclu8um»  if 
it  should  meet  with  difficulties." 

Again,  "  Get  the  effects  of  the  galleons  delivered 
and  the  cedulas  given  out  as  asked  for  by  U8»  and,  if  I 
may  add,  the  separate  article  agreed  to,** 

Arrived  at  Madrid,  Stanhope  commenced  his 
task,  and  after  a  ])rotracted  and  difficult  negotiation, 
a  treaty,  whose  terms  were  favourable  to  England,  was 
signed  at  Seville  on  the  9th  November,  1729.  Con- 
trary  to  general  expectations,  no  mention  of  Gibraltar 
occurred  in  this  treaty ;  silently  the  King  of 
iSpaiu  resigned  his  ofl-repcatcd  claims,  and  the 
fortress  was  permitted  to  remain  in  possession  of  the 
English. 

Having  now  abandoned  all  hope  of  recovermg 
Gibraltar,  the  king  endeavoured  to  iscdate  it  as  for  as 

possii^lc  from  liis  dominions  by  constructing  a  powerful 
line  of  works  across  the  isthmus  from  the  east  to  the 
western  beach. 

This  proceeding  was  viewed  with  distrust  in  Eng- 

•  Duke  of  Newcastle  to  William  Stanhope,  July  28, 
1729. 
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landy  and  Mr  Keene,  who  was  then  at  Seville,  was 
directed  to  remonstrate  against  the  continuance  of 
the  works.  But  in  this  instance  all  opposition  was 
vain,  no  persuasion  oould  prevail  ag^st  the  king's 

obstinacy. 

"  As  to  the  demolition  of  the  works  before  Gib- 
raltar," writes  Mr  Keene, I  was  assured  if  the  whole 

universe  should  fall  upon  the  king  to  make  him 
desist,  he  would  let  himself  rather  be  cut  to  pieces 
than  consent,  since  he  had  maturely  considered  his 
right  to  the  ground ;  and  we  might  as  well  pretend 
to  Cadiz,  in  virtue  of  our  treaties,  as  to  the  spot  where 
the  line  was :  it  was  far  out  of  point-blank  cannon- 
shot,  which  was  all  we  could  justly  ask." 

The  lustorinn  Ayala  gives  a  description  of  the 
Rock  subsequent  to  the  siege  of  1727,  from  which  we 
learn  that  since  its  capture  in  1704  the  EngUsh  had 
made  great  changes  and  alterations  in  the  city.  The 
profession  of  Ftotestantism  was  no  longer  checked, 
manners  and  customs  hitherto  exclusively  Spanish 
gave  way  to  English  habits,  and  the  buildings  of  the 
town  itself  were  so  improved  and  restored,  that  the 
aspect  of  the  place  bore  no  resemblance  to  the  Gib- 
raltar of  the  Spaniards.   Eveiy  other  consideration 

was  set  aside  for  the  more  inipoitant  one  of  maintain- 
ing the  impregnability  of  the  fortress^  and  every 
available  spot  on  the  Bock  from  which  guns  could  be 
brought  to  bear  on  an  enemy  was  occupied  by 
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ordnance.  Few  Spaniards  remained  in  the  town,  and 
the  foreign  population  was  compoeed  prindpaUy  of 
Jews  and  Genoese.  The  Franciscan  convent,  situated 
in  a  lovely  garden  near  the  line-wall  and  commanding 
an  extensive  view  of  the  bay,  was  perverted  firom  its 
original  uses  and  became  the  residence  of  the  govern- 
ors of  Gibraltar,  who  have  successively  occupied  it  to 
the  present  day. 

To  the  horror  of  Ayala^  the  nunnery  of  Santa 
Clara  was  converted  into  a  barrack**  the  convent 
of  San  Juan  de  Dios  into  a  stDre-house,  and  that  of 
the  Mercenarios  into  a  dwelling  for  the  admiral  The 
population  ai  this  time  was  about  3000  souls,  exclusive 
of  the  military,  and  consisted  of  500  English,  1000 
Jews,  and  many  Genoese. 

"The  Jews,"  says  Ayala,  "for  the  most  part,  are 
shopkeepers  and  brokers,  as  mudi  (^ven  to  cheating 
and  to  lending  money  at  exorbitant  interest  there  as 
their  brethren  are  elsewhere ;  they  have  a  synagogue, 
and  openly  practise  the  ceremonies  of  their  re* 
li^ion,  notwithstanding  the  conditions  of  the  treaty 
of  Utrecht  " 

*  The  fiian  appear  to  luTe  natntatned  the  traditicmal  con- 

Tiviality  of  their  order.  James,  in  his  second  volume,  Hist,  of 
Herculean  Straits,  epeaking  of  the  moiLks  of  this  conTent, 

"  They  livp  well,  iin^  will  drink  freely,  and  enjoy  the 
fair  sex  :  and  one  for  his  too  libidinoua  life  was  recalled 
into  Spain  in  the  year  one  thouaand  amn  hundred  and 
fifty-two." 
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The  Genoese  were  chiefly  engaged  in  trade^  h^^hing, 
and  agriculture,  especially  gardening.  In  all  mat- 
tcrs  of  horticulture  they  were  extremely  intelligent, 
and  to  this  day  they  are  the  best  gardeners  on  the 
Rock. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

PITTS  OIFEE  TO  R£STO&£  GIBRALTAR^  1757. 

In  1754,  disputes  which  had  long  prevailed 
between  the  Courts  of  France  and  England  ripened 
into  open  acts  of  hostility.  In  North  America,  in 
NoYR  Scotia,  and  on  the  Ohio,  conflicts  had  taken 
place,  in  which  French  and  English  were  engaged. 
Off  Newfoundland,  Admiral  Boscawcu  attacked  and 
captured  two  French  inen-of-war>  and  a  powerful 
fleet  under  Sir  Edward  Hawke  was  sent  out  from 
Portsmouth  with  instructions  to  capture  any  i^'reuch 
vessel  between  Cape  Ortegal  and  Gape  Clear.  No 
formal  declaration  of  war  had  been  interchanged,  but 
the  two  countries  seemed  tacitly  to  understand  the 
necessity  of  a  rupture. 

The  first  principal  operation  of  the  war  was  the 
siege  of  Minorca  by  the  French. 

During  the  controversies  between  France  and 
Britain,  and  even  subsequently  to  the  outbreak  of 
hostilities,  Spain  had  evinced  no  desire  to  involve 
herseii  in  the  impending  strife.    That  she  would  be 
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ultimately  drawn  into  the  vortex  of  the  struggle  there 
could  be  no  doubt.  It  was  therefore  the  natural 
desire  of  both  the  belligerent  nations  to  secure  at  all 
hazards  the  promise  of  her  alliance.  Aware  of  the 
value  that  she  attached  to  Gihraltar  and  Minorca, 
and  of  the  preponderating  influence  the  restoration  of 
either  of  those  fortresses  would  exeidse  upon  her  policy, 
France  craftily  proposed  to  seize  upon  Minorca,  and  to 
offer  it,  together  with  the  promise  of  oo-operation  in 
the  reduction  of  Gibiallar,  in  exchange  for  the  ratifi- 
cation of  a  treaty  with  Spain. 

In  order  to  mislead  the  British  Ministry,  and  to 
divert  their  attention  from  what  was  taking  place  in 
the  south,  vast  preparations  were  ostensibly  carried 
on  m  the  ar>tiials  of  Dunkirk  and  Brest,  with  the 
avowed  object  of  a  descent  upon  the  English  coast ; 
but  at  the  same  time  a  powerful  fleet  was  secretly 
equipped  and  fitted  out  in  the  haibour  oi  Toulon. 
The  destination  of  this  armament  was  Minorca. 
This  island,  which  had  been  in  our  possession  since 
1708»  was  now  weakly  garrisoned,  its  governor.  Lord 
Tyrawley,  was  absent,  only  2800  of  the  troops  were 
fit  for  service,  and  these  were  commanded  by  a 
general,  who,  though  a  brave  and  good  soldier,  vraa 
worn  out  and  decrepit,*  The  cabinet  at  home, 
presided  over  by  a  weak  and  vacillating  minister, 

*  Genenl  Blakeiiaj  wis  eomflmd  to  lils  had  daring  tlia 

whole  time  the  siege  lasted. 
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refused  to  give  credit  to  the  general  rumour,  that  the 
demonstration  at  Brest  and  Dunkirk  was  but  a  feint 
to  lure  the  attention  of  England  from  tbe  descent 
upon  Minorca.  Lord  Tyrawley  was  permitted  to 
remain  on  leave.  Thirty-five  ofSoen  of  the  garrison  were 
absent,  not  a  single  superior  officer  of  engineers  was 
in  the  place,  and  the  supplies  were  inadequate  to 
a  long  defence.  At  length,  but  when  too  late,  a 
squadron  consisting  of  10  ships  miserably  equipped, 
add  utterly  unfit  for  the  service,  was  hastily  sent  from 
Spithead,  under  command  of  Admiral  Byug,  to  ward 
off,  if  possible,  the  impending  catastrcq^he. 

Byng  sailed  from  England  on  the 7th  of  April,  1756, 
and  on  the  iOth  the  French  Heet,  consisting  of  12 
ships-of-the-line,  and  a  number  of  transports  carrying 
16,000  troops,  put  out  from  the  harbour  of  Toulou. 

On  arriving  at  Gibraltar,  Byng  learnt  from  Com- 
modore Edgecumbe,  who  had  just  left  Minorca,  that 
the  siege  had  commenced.  His  instructions  gave 
him  the  option  of  taking  a  battalion  from  the  garri- 
son at  Gibraltar,  to  reinforce  General  Blakeney  at 
St  Philip;  but  General  Fowke,  then  governor  of 
the  Rock,  refused  to  permit  the  troops  to  embark. 
For  this  alleged  disobedience  of  instructions,  Towke 
was  tried  by  court-martial,  and  being  convicted  of 
an  error  of  judgment  was  sentenced  to  suspension 
from  his  command  for  one  year.  But  the  mob,  roused 
to  a  pitch  of  fury  by  the  loss  of  Minorca,  and  the 
gross  mismanagement  attending  it,  demanded  a 
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'sevefer  punishment,  and  the  king,  exercising  his  pie- 

rogative,  set  aside  llic  verdict  of  the  court-martial, 
and  dismissed  Fowke  from  the  service.  Iiord  Pan* 
mure  succeeded  him  as  Governor  of  Gibraltar** 

Byng  continued  ixis  voyage  with  all  haste,  and 
on  the  19th  of  May  came  in  sight  of  the  French 
fleet.  On  the  iuUowiug  day  a  partial  engagement 
took  place,  and  on  the  next  morning  the  French 
were  not  in  sight.  Urged  by  some  unaccoontable 
impulse,  Byng,  disr^;arding  the  advautagc  he  hod 
gained  on  the  previous  day,  called  a  council  of  war, 
anti  decided  upon  returning  to  Gibraltar,  leaving 
Minorca  to  its  fate« 

Unable  to  hold  out  against  an  overwhelming 
force,  the  garrison,  after  repelling  the  enemy  *s  assault, 
agreed  tocapitulate  upon  honourable  terms;  thefortress 
of  St  Philip  was  surrendered,  aiul  the  troops  having 
been  allowed  to  embark  were  conveyed  to  Gibraltar. 

The  loss  of  Minorca  was  followed  by  an  out- 
burst of  uncontrollable  indignation  in  England ;  the 
ministry  were  driven  from  power,  and  Byng,  accused 
of  treachery  by  some,  of  cowardice  by  others,  was 
sacrificed  to  popuUur  fury  and  by  sentence  of  court- 
martial  shot. 

In  the  midst  of  these  turmoils  Pitt  succeeded  to 
office,  and  was  called  upon  to  form  a  cabinet.!  He 

*  WslpoWs  Menit.  of  George  H. 
t  Hut  of  Bnglsnd,  from  Peace  of  UtMcht.  Coio*8  Hems, 
of  BouriKMi  Kingi  of  SfMun. 
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held  in  his  hancU  the  destiny  of  his  country ;  and 
his  energy  and  talents  were  not  unequal  to  the 
moment. 

Up  to  this  time  Spain  had  still  remained  aloof  irom 

the  operations  of  the  war.  France,  eager  for  her  alli- 
ance and  co-operation,  exhausted  every  eilbrt  of  diplo- 
macy to  gain  her  friendship ;  while  England,  no  less 
luuidiulof  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  aumtimate 
union  with  such  a  powerful  state,  and  dreading  the  ex- 
tension  of  French  influL  iice,  was  equally  alive  to  the 
necessity  of  pressing  negotiations  upon  the  Court  of 
Madrid.  Having  accomplished  the  capture  of  Minorca^ 
France  lost  no  time  in  attempting  to  lure  Spain  into  a 
confederacy  against  England;  and  following  ttie  original 
path  of  her  policy,  a  proposal  was  laid  before  Spain, 
offering  the  restoration  of  Minorca,  with  a  promise 
of  assistance  in  the  reduction  of  Gibraltar.  These 
overtures  created  the  greatest  sensation,  both  in 
London  and  Madrid.  Sir  Benjamin  Keene»  then 
ambassador  to  the  Court  of  Spain,  instantly  per- 
ceived tiic  danger  of  the  situation,  and  endeavoured 
by  every  means  in  his  power  to  prevent  the  acceptance 
of  the  offer. 

"  It  would  be  tedious/'  says  Coxe/  "  to  devebpe 
all  the  artifices  employed  by  the  two  Courts, t  or  to 
recapitulate  all  the  letters,  memorials,  and  reprcsenta- 

•  Mems.  oi  Bourbon  Kings  of  Spain, 
t  Vienna  and  Fam. 
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tiom  with  whicli  they  endeavomed  to  draw  from  the 

King  of  Spain  a  tacit  or  partial  approbation  of  the 
war  againat  Eoghuid.  It  must,  however^  be  confessed 
that  these  articles,  if  not  immediately  successful, 
gradually  made  an  impression." 

French  influence  was  gradually  becoming  diffiised 
through  the  councils  of  Madntl,  and  every  stra- 
tagem was  used  to  create  a  misunderstanding  between 
Spain  and  England.  The  popular  voice  was  in 
favour  of  war,  and  no  ojiportuaity  of  irritating  the 
English  was  disregarded. 

French  privateers  countenanced  by  the  Spanish 
navy  constantly  intercepted  and  seized  British  vessels 
carrying  on  trade  between  Barbary  and  Oibraltar. 
Remonstrances  were  made  in  vain,  and  when  at 
length  the  British  admiral  rescued  a  prize  on  its 
p.xssagc  into  a  Spanish  port,  the  government  at  home, 
only  fearful  of  a  rupture,  and  regardless  of  the  con- 
stant  insult  oflered  to  the  British  flag,  restored  the 
vessel  and  recalled  the  admiral.  Nor  was  this  all; 
a  French  £aat-Indiaman,  named  the  Due  de  Pen* 
thicvre,  having  been  captured  by  a  British  privateer 
oSl  Corunna,  was  forced  into  Cadiz,  while  on  its  way 
to  Gibraltar,  by  stress  of  weather.  The  Vice^admirdty 
Court  of  Gibraltar  condemned  the  prize,  but  the 
capture  was  pronounced  illegal  by  the  authorities  at 
Cadiz,  and  an  order  was  issued  for  the  immediate 
restitution  of  the  ship.    With  this  order  the  captain 
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of  tiie  privateer  refused  to  comply,  and  two  Spanish 
ships  of  war  were  employed  to  compel  him  to 

submit* 

Although  war  seemed  inevitable,  Ferdinand,  still 
irresolute  which  side  to  join,  hung  back  from  the  con- 
test. 

Affiurs  were  in  this  complicated  condition,  when 

Pitt,  who  had  rcgaiJed  Avitli  alarm  Llic  sinister 
advance  of  Erench  influence,  resolved  by  one  bold 
stroke  to  secure  the  friendship  of  Spain,  and  to  bind 
her  in  an  alliance  against  France.  The  question  of 
Minorca  still  trembled  in  tl^  balance,  but  there  was 

a  jewel  which  had  bicii  torn  from  its  setting  in  the 
Spanish  crown  by  the  powerful  hand  of  ii^ngiand, 
of  ten  times  greater  value  than  Minorca.  Gibraltar, 
the  one  darling  object  of  Spanish  pride  and  envy, — 
still  occupied  by  the  British, — was  a  rankling  thorn  in 
the  side  of  Spain,  and  many  were  the  sacrifices  which 
thai  country  would  have  made  for  its  restoration. 

The  moment  seemed  &vonrable  for  the  experi* 
ment,  and,  with  the  consent  of  all  his  colleagues,  i^itt, 
in  a  secret  despatch,  dated  Augost  23rd,  1757,  author- 
hed  Sir  Benjamin  Keeue  to  offer  to  Spain  the  cession 

*  It  would  appear  that  the  Spaniards,  not  content  with 
threatening  the  privateer  with  an  irresistible  force,  actually 
fired  into  the  defenceless  vessel,  and  caused  loss  of  life.  Sir 
Bcniaiiun  Keene  refers  to  the  transaction  as  *'  the  safe  lui  crutl 
combat  tn  tlw.  Bay  qf  Cadis.''  Keene  to  Mr  Pitt,  mott  teerei, 
March  6tb,  1757. 
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of  Gibnltar»  on  oondition  that  she  would  enter  into 

an  alliance  against  the  French.  Tliis  celebrated 
despatch,  which  is  said  to  have  cost  Pitt  three  days' 
labour  in  its  composition,  is  remarkable  for  the  dear* 
ness  of  its  language,  and  the  anxiety  it  evinces  on  the 
part  of  the  writer  lest  the  full  meaning  of  the  delicate 
proposition  regarding  Gibraltar  should  not  bo  un- 
derstood. 

The  following  extracts  relate  to  the  question  of 

the  restoration. 

**  Mr  Secretary  PiU  to  Sir  Benjamin  Kccne. ' 

"  Whitdiall,  Aug.  23rd,  1757, 
Most  secret  and  confidential. 

«8ur. 

"  The  most  important  and  confidential 
matter  which  I  have  the  honour  oi  the  king's  com* 
mands  to  open  in  this  despatch  to  your  ExceOency, 
and  His  Majesty's  order  and  instructions  herewith 
transmitted,  cannot  but  affect  you  with  the  deepest 
sense  of  the  prreat  and  particular  trust  which  the  king 
is  most  graciously  pleased  to  repose  in  your  known 
experience  and  long-approved  abiUties.  It  is  greatly 
hoped  that  the  state  of  your  health  will  be  found  so 
well  restored  by  the  late  use  of  medicinal  vraters  as 
to  leave  nothing  more  to  desire  for  the  proper  and 
ablest  discharge  of  a  commission  of  such  high  mo- 
ment,  and  which  pecutiariy  demands  the  utmost  cir> 
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cumspection^  vigilance,  delicacy,  and  address.  It  is 
judged  the  most  compendious  and  sure  method  of 
opening  and  consigning  to  your  Excellency,  with  due 
clearness  and,  precision,  the  scope  and  end  of  the 
measure,  to  refer  you  to  the  minute  itself,  unanimously 
approved  by  His  Majesty's  servants,  consulted  in  his 
most  secret  affitiis ;  and  oontaining  the  sum  and  sub- 
stance, as  well  as  the  grounds,  of  the  king's  royal  in- 
teution  in  this  violent  and  dangerous  crisis. 

'  Their  Lordships  having  taken  into  consideration 
the  formidable  progress  of  the  arms  of  France,  and  tiie 
danger  to  Great  Britain  and  her  allies  resulting  from  a 
total  subversion  of  the  system  of  Europe,  and  more 
especially  from  the  most  pernicious  extension  of  the  in- 
fluence of  France,  by  the  fatal  admission  of  French 
garrisons  into  Osteud  and  Nieiij)urt,  their  Lordships  are 
most  humbly  of  opinion  that  nothing  can  so  effectually 
tend  in  the  present  unhappy  circumstances  to  the  re- 
storation of  Europe  in  general,  and  iu  particular  to  the 
successful  prosecution  of  the  present  just  and  neces- 
sary war,  until  a  peace  can  be  made  on  safe  and 
honourable  terms,  as  a  more  intimate  union  with  the 
crown  of  Spain. 

"  '  In  this  necessary  view  their  Lordships  most 
humbly  submit  their  opinion  to  your  Majesty's  great 
wisduiii,  tliat  overtures  of  a  negotiation  should  be  set 
on  foot  with  that  Ck>urt  in  order  to  engage  Spain,  if 
possible,  to  join  her  arms  to  those  of  your  Maj^ty  for 
obtaining  a  just  and  honourable  peace  and»  namely. 
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for  reoovering  and  lestoriDg  to  the  Crown  of  England 

the  most  important  ibluiid  of  Minorca,  with  all  the 
porta  and  fortresses;  as  well  as  for  re-establishing 
some  solid  system  in  Europe ;  and  inasmuch  as  it 
shall  be  loiuid  necessary  for  attaining  these  great  and 
essential  ends  to  treat  with  the  Crown  of  Spain  con* 
ceming  an  exchange  of  (iibraltar  for  the  island  of 
Minorca,  with  the  ports  and  fortresses,  their  Lordships 
are  most  hombly  of  an  unanimous  opinion  that  the 
Court  of  Spain  should  without  los^i  of  time  be  sounded 
with  respect  to  their  disposition ;  and  if  the  same 
shall  be  found  favourable,  that  the  said  negotiation 
should  be  carried  forward  and  ripened  for  execution 

with  all  possible  despatch  and  secresy/  

....  I  am  now,  before  I  close  this  long  despatch, 
to  discharge  His  Majesty's  particular  command  by 
recommending  to  voii  iii  the  strongest  niaiiner  to  use 
the  utmost  precaution  and  circumspection  in  the 
Ofertures  of  this  conditional  idea  with  regard  to 
Gibraltar,  lest  it  should  hereafter  come,  although 
Spain  shall  decline  the  sole  condition  of  such  an  inti* 
iiKicy,  to  be  consii  ued  into  u  promise  to  restore  that 
place  to  His  Catholic  Majesty. 

**  And  you  will  take  especial  care,  through  the 
whole  course  of  the  transaction  reiatmg  to  Gibraltar, 
to  weigh  and  measure  every  expression  with  the  ut- 
most precision  of  language,  so  as  to  put  it  beyond 
the  possibility  of  the  most  captious  and  sophistical  in- 
terpretation, to  wrest  and  torture  this  insinuation  of  an 
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exchaDge  on  the  sole  tenns  above  expressed,  into  a 

revival  and  renewal  of  any  former  pretended  engage- 
ment With  respect  to  the  cession  of  that  place. 

"And  for  greater  and  clearer  indication  on  matters 
of  this  extreme  importancei  I  am,  though  unneces- 
sarily, expressly  to  acquaint  you  that  thanking  can  in 
no  supposed  case  ever  entertain  the  thought  of  putting 
Gibraltar  into  the  hands  of  Spain,  until  that  Court, 
by  a  junction  of  their  arms  with  those  of  His  Maj(  sty, 
shall  actually  and  effectually  recover  ntid  restore  to 
the  Crown  of  England  the  island  of  Minorca^  with 
all  its  fortresses  and  harbours/'* 

Happily  for  England  the  oflbr  came  too  late.  Spain 
was  rooted  to  a  neutral  poUcy,  and  even  the  tempting 
offisr  ct  Gibraltar  could  not  purchase  her  alliance. 

Sir  Benjiiniiri  Kcciic,  au  iiblc  and  far-sighted  diplo- 
matist, who  was  intimately  acquainted  with  the  tem- 
per of  the  Spanish  Court,  knew  that  the  proposal 
came  too  late  to  fulfil  its  object. 

When  the  despatch  reached  Madrid,  he  perused 
it  with  irritability  and  impatience ;  throwing  his  cap 
ou  the  ground  he  exclaimed,  Are  they  mad  on  the 
other  side  of  the  water  P  What  can  they  mean  ?  it  is 
now  too  late  ! " 

With  a  foreboding  heart,  the  ambassador  proceed- 

*  Coxe,  Kings  of  Spain,  vol  iiL  210.  Conet.  of  William 
Fitt,  vol.  I  p.  2^7. 
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ed  to  execate  his  misaion.   He  sought  and  obtained 

aii  interview  with  Uie  Spanish  minister,  and  during  a 
lengthy  convenation  on  the  differences  existing  be- 
tween the  two  oonntries  adroitly  and  delicately  hinted 
at  the  restoration  of  Gibraltar. 

The  weight  of  the  business/'  says  Sir  Benjamin^* 
"  gained  the  attention  it  deserved.  His  lively  imagin- 
ation wanted  no  infonnation  of  the  wretched  drcum* 
stances  in  which  Europe  was  nearly  overwhelmed, 
nor  did  his  memory  want  to  be  refreshed  by  my 
vecapitnlating  to  him  the  noble  maxims  he  purposed 
to  follow  when  he  came  into  office.  After  rmming 
through  both  these*  subjects  with  great  precisum*  he 
repH^  to  my  insinuation  relative  to  the  conditional 
restoration  of  Gibmltar  with  a  cool  politeness — *  You 
know/  he  said»  '  I  am  a  stranger  in  this  countiy, 
aluue,  without  support  or  aid  from  any  of  my  col- 
leagues, whose  inclinations,  as  well  as  the  general 
bent  of  the  nation,  are  not,  I  beUeve,  for  entering  into 
a  war  against  France  in  your  favour.*  He  then  accused 
England  of  ruining  the  credit  he  might  have  had 
with  this  naLiuii  ii  we  had  supported  him  with  acts 
of  justice  and  attention,  though  we  should  have 
strained  a  point  to  serve  him ;  acredit,he  said,  which 
would  have  been  warmly  employed  for  the  service  of 

•  Sir  B.  Ksene  to  Mr  Fitt»  Ksdrid,  Sept  20,  mr.  Moife 
seerel  and  conMsntisL  Coae's  Msms.  <d  the  Boarbop  Kinga 
oC  ^lain* 
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both  Crowns,  notwithstanding  aU  the  suspicions  which 
his  birth  and  education  might  have  exposed  him 

to  *  

*'You  will  blame  the  length  of  my  letter  if  1 

charge  it  with  more  particulars  than  are  iieccssarv  for 
His  Majesty  to  form  a  true  idea  of  what  has  passed  here. 
I  shall  therefore  cut  short  in  this  place,  since  there 
needs  no  further  addition  to  show  Mr  Wall's  resolu- 
tion not  to  charge  himself  with,  or  mention,  much 
less  support,  the  adoption  of  the  vigorous  measures 
which  the  executiou  of  this  project  requires.  Neither 
did  he  gi\'e  me  the  least  room  to  think,  bat  quite  the 
contrary,  that  he  would  take  notice  of  it  to  his  master 
or  his  colleagues." 

This  despatch  terminated  the  proceedings  of  this 
attempt  at  negotiatiou,  and  Wall,  ill  in  health,  and 
tired  of  his  office,  contemplated  resigning  his  post. 
By  the  command  and  entreaties  of  the  iang  and 
queen  this  step  was  postponed. 

Tlie  last  public  act  of  the  British  minister,  Sir 
Benjamin  Xeene,  was  the  conduct  of  this  remarkable 
transaction. 

Worn  out  by  the  pains  of  a  lingering  malady, 
worried  by  the  uncertain  policy  of  the  late  adminis- 
tration, and  feeling  acutely  the  neglect  with  which  he 

*  The  Spanish  minister  was  a  gentlenuui  of  Iiiih  eztrae- 
tion,  named  Wall,  who  had  prerioualy  done  some  aerrioe  to 
6g9m.  In  1747  he  wm  sent  from  Madrid  to  London,  to 
negotiate  a  peace  between  the  two  oonntriee. 
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had  been  treated,  he  died  within  a  short  time  after  he 

had  written  his  despatch  to  Mr  Pitt. 

It  is  diliicuit  to  understand  how  such  a  states- 
man as  Pitt  oonid  have  been  induced  to  entertain  the 
notiou  of  surrendering  Gibraltar  to  Spaia.  The  equi- 
valent advantages  to  be  given  in  exchange  were  no 

doubt  important,  but  not  sufficient  to  justify  the  loss 
of  the  most  oommanding  position  in  the  Mediterra- 
nean, and  the  forfdtore  of  the  key  of  the  Straits. 

Bat  it  must  be  remembered  that  at  this  time  a 
veiy  general  impression  prevailed,  that  the  value  of 

the  fortress  had  been  over-estimated  ;  and  these  o])in- 
ions  found  vent  in  the  publications  of  the  day.  The 
expenses  of  the  place  were  enormous  and  constantly 
increased,  and  the  maladministration  of  the  local 
government  was  a  continual  source  of  complaint. 

The  Grovemor  of  the  fortress,  too,  Lord  Tyrawley, 
who  was  dissatis&ed  with  has  oiiice,  took  care  to  under- 
rate its  importance,  and  to  represent  the  heavy  burden 
it  wuuld  ever  be  to  the  nation. 

Writing  to  Fox,  he  says, — 

"  As  to  Gibraltar,*  I  take  it  for  granted  it  wiU  be 
extremely  qmet,  for  I  do  not  see  that  we  do  ourselves 
much  good,  or  anybody  else  any  hurt,  by  our  being  in 
po8:icssion  ui"  11.  ll  anything  tempt  anybody  to  be- 
siege it,  it  will  be  the  fatherless  and  motherless  de« 

*  This  and  the  foUowing  letter  were  written  to  Fox,  wbo^ 
when  he  vengned  the  setls,  handed  them  both  over  to  Pitt. 
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fenceless  state  it  has  been  sotiered  to  run  into ;  all 
which  I  have  fully  represented  at  home,  where  I 
thought  it  was  most  proper.  I  would  conclude  from 
aU  this  that  I  hope  I  shall  not  be  left  in  so  idle  a 

place  I  hope  to  receh  c  orders  to  rctuiu  to 

my  staff  and  my  regiment  of  guards. 
The  sooner  the  better."  * 
Again  he  says, — 

''You  will  find  I  am  not  so  thoronghly  satisfied 

that  Gibraltar  is  so  formidable  a  place  as  the  commou 
ciy  thinks  it ;  but  that  it  would  want  money,  time, 
and  ability  in  the  distribution  of  both  to  make  it  so. 
That  Gibraltar  is  the  strongest  town  in  the  world,  that 
one  Englishman  can  beat  three  Frenchmen,  and  that 
London-bridge  is  one  of  the  seven  wonders  in  the 
world,  are  the  natural  prejudices  of  an  English  coffee- 
house politician.  I  am  doing  some  little  mattets 
here  that  I  think  odd  to  the  strength  of  it;  bat 
much  more  ought  to  be  done  that  I  cannot  take  upon 
myself  to  work  upon  without  orders. 

"  I  really  grow  tolerably  weary  of  Gibraltar,  which 
is  in  all  respects  upon  the  most  scandalons  foot  that 
ever  town  was,  that  pretcuds  to  call  itself  une  place 
d»  guerre;  though  so  exactly  consistent  with  our 
notions  of  this  sort  of  things,  that  I  assure  myself  it 
will  never  take  any  other  form."  f 

•  Lord  TjTKwUf  to  Bt  Hon.  Heorjr  Fox.  Gihnltw, 
Augntt  20th,  17M.  PHvate. 

t  Lord  lyxawlsy  to  Bt  Hon.  Heaiy  Fox.  Gibraltar, 
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Writing  on  the  20th  September,  1750,  he  says. 
You  will  observe  by  it  (a  letter  to  Lord  Barrington) 
that  I  look  upon  Gibraltar  as  m  a  manner  dismantled 
by  the  last  measures  taken  in  respect  to  its  garrison, 
and  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  lay  my  opinion  of  this 
matter  before  the  Duke,  who  I  am  conhdeat  could 
have  no  idea  of  things  here  bebg  in  so  sad  a  con- 
dition, without  such  a  representation  as  my  letter 
contains. ...  I  assure  you  I  take  it  as  no  great  com- 

pHment  to  be  left  here  as  storekeeper  of  Gibraltar,  .  . 
and  therefore,  dear  Sir,  1  beg  you  will  make  my  mind 
easy  in  getting  me  the  Duke*s  leave  to  come  home/'* 

August  27tii,  1766.  CofmpoDdenoe  of  William  Pitt,  toL  L 
p.  203. 

•  While  at  Gibraltar,  Lord  Tjrrairky  ordered  great  addi- 
tkna  to  tile  works,  with  no  more  economy  than  gofenors  are 
apt  to  do  who  think  thamaelfes  above  being  reapooiible.  Lord 
Oeofge  Sackville  canght  at  tiua  dimpatioo,  and  privately 
instigated  Sir  John  Fhilips  to  eeoaiire  the  eipenaea.  To  their 
gieat  aupriae  Lord  lyimwley  demanded  to  be  heard  at  the 
bar  of  the  Home  in  hie  own  defenee.  A  day  waa  named.  He 
drew  up  a  memorial,  which  he  propotied  to  read  to  the  House. 
It  attacked  Lord  George  roundly  on  having  avoided  all 
forei^^n  comiuand.  Thus  alamied,  Lord  G^eorg©  got  the  day  of 
hearing  adjourned  for  near  a  lortnii^ht,  and  ha\nnir  underhand 
proeimd  the  report  of  Skimier,  who  Burvtyed  tlie  works  at 
Gibraltar,  to  be  bivught  before  the  IIouhc,  without  mentioning 
what  it  was,  Mr  Fox  laid  open  the  unhandaome  darkness  of 
tins  eondnoti  and  Lord  Tjrawlej  himself  appeared  at  the  bar 
and  made  good  by  hia  behaviour  all  that  had  been  taken  for 
vapoor  before  he  appealed  there;  iot  leaning  on  the  bar  he 
browbeat  Sknuier,  his  censor,  who  stood  on  his  left  hand,  with 
ench  arrogant  hnnumr  that  the  very  lawyera  thoiight  themselvee 
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The  representations  of  Tyrawley  no  doubt  had 
weight  with  Pitt,  and  led  him  to  underrate  the  value 
of  Gibraltar.  In  after  years,  however,  he  became  fully 
alive  to  its  importance,  and  strenuously  insisted  upon 
proper  means  being  adopted  for  its  safety.*  But  be- 
sides the  effect  of  Lord  Tyrawley's  disparaging 
ports  from  Oibraltar,  it  is  not  improbable  that 
Pitt  was  iu^ueiiced  iu  his  estimate  of  that  fortress 
by  the  many  virulent  pamphlets  and  articles  that 
were  published  about  that  time,  condemnatory  of 
the  alleged  gross  mismanagement  and  corruption 
that  prevailed  in  the  government  of  the  place,  and 
exhibiting  the  euormous  charge  the  maintenance  of 
the  Bock  imposed  upon  England^f 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  these  statements 
were  partially  true»  although  in  most  instances  the 
malice  of  the  writers  is  evident,  and  the  exaggeration 
of  the  representations  apparent. 

One  cause,  perhaps,  of  the  rancorous  feeling  , 

outdone  in  their  own  style  of  worryinej  a  culprit.    He  read 

his  memorial,  which  was  well  drawn,  with  great  arl  aiul  iVank- 
ness,  and  assumed  more  merit  to  himself  than  he  h;ul  l>eeu 
charged  with  blame.  Such  tough  game  tempted  few  hunters. 
Lord  George  was  glad  to  waive  the  sport,  and  the  House  dio- 
missed  the  aflfair." — Walpole's  George  II.,  vol.  ii.  p.  29;i 

•  Vide  Lord  Chatham's  speech  on  the  22ad  Nor.,  1770,  on 
Spanish  atfairs. 

t  Lofd  BoUngbroke  in  a  despatch  to  Lord  Portmore^  dated 
March  29th,  1712,  eomplaiiii  tiiat  «*at  Gibraltar  thinga  havts 
hitherto  been  in  the  utmoat  oonfoaioa  and  imdar  the  looaaat 
managenienti** 
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exhibited  m  these  papera  waa  the  hatred  of  militaiy 
govemment  by  persons  engaged  in  commercial  pur- 
suits. But  dissatisfaction  was  expressed  also  amongst 
the  military  themselves. 

As  early  as  1712,  Colonel  Bennett,  of  the  en- 
gineers, represented  to  the  govemment  at  home  the 
wholesale  system  of  peculation  existing  among  the 
authorities  at  Gibraltar ;  and  "  thereby,"  he  says, 
''have  drawn  upon  me  the  governors  displeasure, 
inasmuch  as  that  he  has  threatened  to  hang  me,  to 
break  my  boues,  and  has  given  mc  the  lye."* 

Writing  in  1749,  an  author  says,  Colonel  Con- 
grevet  set  most  of  the  bad  exiniipks  which  his  suc- 
cessors have  too  well  imitated.  He  forced  some 
people  out  of  their  houses,  others  on  various  pretences 
out  oi  the  garrison,  and  then  disposed  of  their  posses- 
sions Cotton  X  was  naturally  an  expensive  num. 

He  imprnved  upon  Congrevc's  plans  in  every  act  of 
oppression,  and  had,  like  the  tyrants  of  old,  his  dun- 
geons and  other  apparatus  to  drain  the  purses  of  the 
poor  loreign  miiabitants ;  .  .  •  .  a  spirit  of  rebellion 
broke  out  which  had  near  dethroned  him.  The  English 
w  ho  are  not  mihtary  are  few,  and  those  not  submi^isive 
enough  to  be  spunged  out  of  what  they  get,  and  are 
therefore  properly  discountenanced,  and  in  their  place 
Irish  Papists  and  such  kinds  of  itinerary  riH-raH'  hnd 

■ 

*  Bemarks  on  Gibnltar.   MSS.  Briiiih  Mateoni. 

t  Goveraor  in  the  year 

X  Qtiremor  in  the  year  1710. 

17 
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cordial  favour.  Wiiut  the  place  costs  us  in  point  of 
leputation  is  hereby  seen  

••Godby  followed  Cotton,  but  retired.  His  suc- 
cessor, Bowes,  plundered  merrily  for  some  time  as 
Colton'a  deputy,  and  shared  the  plunder  with  persons 
at  lionie  

"In  1729  the  eauduments  of  the  governor  were 
calculated  as  follows :~ 

^  The  ffovemor^s  amual  perqmsU^. ' 


5000  butts  of  wine  •  10,000 

1000  butts  of  brandy  and  riim  9,765 

1200  ships  anchorage,  at  $3  3,600 

60  Jews  and  Genoese  porters  2,1  GO 

Christmas  boxes  irom  Jews,  etc.  1,000 

Permits  for  entering  the  town  1,000 

Jews,  hawkers,  and  pedlars  500 

Wine  licences  600 

Ground  rents  10,000 

Mediterranean  passes  to  foreigners  1,000 
To  occasional  munerations  and  squeezings  2,000 

As  principal  goat-herd  500 

As  cow-keeper  and  milk-herd  500 

As  head  bntcher  4,000 

As  poulterer  500 

As  chief  baker  1,000 


Forward  48,125 


Digitized 


LIST  OF  GOVEENOU  b  P£EqUI8IT£S.  259 

Brought  forward  •  48,125 

Ab  liead  gardener  500 

As  master  fisherman  500 

As  taUow-chandler  and  coal  merchant  2»000 

Public  jobs,  wharfage,  etc.  2,000 

MisceUaneous  6UU 


$  5a»725 


'*£icla8ive  of  his  salary  as  general,  and  other 

perquisites,  the  agp^refjate  total  emoluments  of  the 
governorship  of  Gibraltar  camiot  be  less  than  JtriO^OUU 
per  annum/* 

The  author  continues  ; — 

''The  whole  art  of  plundmng  is  so  magically 

conducted  that  it  never  conies  to  the  eai*s  of  his 
Majesty,  nor  is  laid  before  the  legislature.  If  an 
oflker  complains,  he  is  kicked  out  of  the  town ;  if  a 
housekeeper,  he  is  dispossessed ;  if  a  foreigner,  he  is 
dungeoned  and  atript ;  and  if  a  Barbaiy  Jew,  he  is 
transmitted  to  a  brother  bashaw  at  Tetuau,  where 
perhaps  he  is  hanged  outngbt/'  * 

*  Betioiis  finr  ginng  up  Gibnltar.  Britiah  Mmeam, 
1740. 

"This  is  but  a  ahcnt  and  impeiftct  aceonmt  of  the  nuuij 
iaaiiniioanlsble  Tiflaiuei  which  ue  dafly  traitiiffting  in  this 

unhappy  fortress ;  was  I  to  emmienito  hut  a  tlurd  part  of  them 

it  would  take  a  volume,  every  pi^e  of  which  would  draw  t«irs 
from  the  reader's  eyes,  if  be  had  the  least  feeling  or  humanity. 
What  horrid  outrages  have  there  been  acted !  What  scenes  of 
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These  statemeuta  uo  doubt  bad  foundation  on  fact, 
and  we  can  gather  from  them  how  wretchedly  mis* 
governed  the  fortress  niuat  have  been  during  the  first 
half  centttiy  after  its  capture. 

The  failure  on  the  part  of  England  to  procure  an 
alliance  with  Spain  was  followed  by  events  which 
rapidly  complicated  the  situation  of  European  affidrs. 

In  the  month  of  August,  1758,  the  Queen  of 
Spain  died,  and  in  the  following  year  Ferdinand, 
whose  grief  since  his  bereavement  had  been  poign^t 
and  inconsolable,  also  expired.  He  was  succeeded 
on  the  throne  by  Charles  III. 

As  ihii  war  between  France  and  England  pro- 
ceeded, the  successes  of  the  British  arms  extended 
over  land  and  sea.  A  French  fleet  under  De  Con« 
flans  was  defeated  by  Sir  Edward  Hawke,  the  battle 
of  Minden  was  gained,  Quebec  surrendered,  and 
Canada  was  conquered. 

It  was  after  these  brilliant  achievements,  and 
while  fortune  smiled  upon  the  British  cause,  that 
negotiations  were  again  opened  with  Spain,  and  again 
vrith  ill  success. 

In  1701  the  celebrated  "  Family  Compact "  was 
matured  and  signed  by  the  three  Bourbon  monarchs, 
by  the  terms  of  which  it  was  agreed  that  the  enemy 
of  either  France  or  bpam  should  be  regarded  as  the 

misery  have  poor  peoplo  been  driven  to^  by  the  inl»^^T^>ap  bar- 
barity of  a  mercileMy  cruel,  unrelenting  tyrant !  Wbat  aiimbera 
has  he  plundered  under  the  doak  of  justice !  *' 
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enemy  of  both,  and  it  was  further  understood  that,  in 

case  war  continued  between  England  and  I  miico  in 
the  apring  of  1762,  Spain  would  join  in  the  contest 
in  conjunction  with  the  latter  power. 

On  the  4th  of  January,  1762,  the  Britisli  cabinet, 
anticipating  the  intentions  of  Spain,  declared  war 
against  her,  and  hostilities  speedily  commenced. 

At  the  expiration  of  twelve  months,  during  which 
the  British  arms  were  everywhere  successfid,  a  peace 
was  signed  at  J'aris  on  the  iUth  of  iebruary,  1763. 
By  this  treaty  Minorca,  Guadaloupe,  Martuiioo,  and 
St  Lucia  were  restored  to  England ;  Canada,  Nova 
Scotia^  and  Cape  Breton  were  ceded  to  her,  and  sub- 
sequently Florida  was  added.  The  relinquishment  of 
the  Ilavann^  (which  had  surrendered  dunng  the 
negotiations),  without  a  more  valuable  equivalent  than 
Flo n da,  wa8  a  blot  upon  this  otherwise  favourable 
treaty. 
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CHAPTER  XIIL 
1768  TO  1779. 

Enolahd  had  scarcely  commenced  to  reap  the 

advantages  of  the  peace  before  she  was  threatened 
with  the  symptoms  of  rebeihon  among  the  North 
American  Colonies.  In  1765  the  extension  of  the 
Stamp  Act  to  those  states  aroused  the  reseiitmeut  of 
the  colonists^  meetings  were  convened  at  which  the 
measure  was  condemned  in  violent  language,  petitions 
and  resolutions  were  drawn  up,  and,  ominous  for  the 
futore,  the  formation  of  a  Republic  was  suggested. 

The  rising  clamour  terrified  the  ministry,  and  by 
the  advice  of  Pitt  the  obnoxiws  Act  was  repealed 
within  twelve  months  after  it  had  become  law.  In 
the  mean  time  the  administration,  with  Lord  Rocking- 
ham at  its  head,  was  dissolved,  and  Pitt  was  again 
called  upon  to  form  a  cabinet.  He  accepted  the 
task,  claiming  for  himself  the  Privy  Seal  and  a  peer- 
age, with  the  title  of  Earl  Chatliam. 

The  expenses  of  the  recent  Seven  Years'  War  icil 
heavily  n\mn  the  tax-payers  of  England;  and  any 
measure  likely  to  relieve  the  people  from  the  burthen 


Digitized  by  Google 


AMEEICilN  E£B£LL10N. 


was  certain  to  command  popularitf  and  establish  the 
position  of  the  ministiy.  Notwithstanding  the  recent 
display  of  temper  by  tlie  colonists  of  North  America, 
it  was  judged  both  just  and  poUtic  that  the  colonies 
should  contribute  to  the  levies  for  the  pay  ment  of  the 
war  expenses. 

The  redaction  of  the  land-tax,  a  measure  which 
owed  its  origin  to  the  opposition,  had  deprived  the 
revenue  of  £600,000,  and  in  an  evil  hour  it  was 
resolved  to  impose  upon  the  colonists  a  tax,  small 
indeed,  but  sufficient  to  kindle  the  greatest  and  most 
suceessfbl  rebellion  in  the  history  of  the  world.  It  is 
unnecessary  to  recapitulate  all  the  circumstances  of 
this  sera  in  Eng^d's  histoiy. 

No  sooner  had  the  tea-tax  become  law,  than  every 
disposition  to  oppose  it  was  evinced  throughout  the 
colony.  Riots  and  disturbances  broke  out,  and, 
though  smothered  for  a  moment,  burst  forth  again 
with  greater  fniy.  Fearful  outbreaks  ensued:  the 
whole  country  wils  roused,  an  army  was  raised,  and 
a  terrible  rebellion  raged  throughout  the  provmces. 

As  the  dvfl  war  proceeded,  disaster  followed 
disaster  to  tlic  English  arms,  until,  on  the  17th  Octo- 
ber, 1777,  General  Bui^pqyne,  finding  himself  sur^ 
rounded  by  the  rebel  forces  at  Saratoga,  laid  down  his 
arms.  Jb'rom  the  commencement  of  this  rebeUion  the 
American  cause  had  received  the  sympathy  of  France, 
who,  jealous  of  British  power,  and  hating  the  British 
nation,  had  watched  the  progress  of  events  with 
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evident  satisfiEu^tion.  Louis  XVI.  did  not  conceal 
his  desire  to  recognize  the  independence  of  the 
revolutionary  colonies,  but,  as  for  a  long  time  the 
issue  of  the  contest  remained  doubtful,  he  was  re- 
strained by  prudence  from  giving  effect  to  his  wishes. 
Burgoyue's  defeat,  iiovvcver,  cstabiisiiiDg  as  it  did  the 
supremacy  of  the  rebel  aims,  relieired  the  king's 

scruples,  and  on  the  Oth  February,  1778,  a  treaty  of 
alliance  between  the  two  countries  was  signed  at 
Paris. 

While  England  was  distracted  w  ith  these  dissen- 
sions in  her  colonies,  Spain  was  busily  engaged  in 
profiting  by  the  respite  since  the  peace.  Wall,  having 
retired  from  office,  had  been  succeeded  by  Grimaldi, 
who  was  ably  assisted  by  the  Count  D'Aranda  in 
restoring  the  energies  of  the  nation.  The  army  and 
navy  were  reformed  and  augmented,  a  new  system  of 
military  tactics  was  introduced,  discipline  was  re- 
established, the  order  of  the  Unances  restored,  and 
the  revenues  re-adjusted.  In  secret  concert  with 
France,  vast  preparations  were  silently  made  for  a 
contest  with  England,  while  the  successful  progress 
of  the  rebellion  in  North  America  whetted  the  ardour 
of  the  two  Bourbon  monarchs.  At  length  the  mo- 
ment seemed  to  have  arrived  for  the  destmction  of 
British  power  and  infltience. 

W  hile  Spain  was  thus  diligently  preparing  for  the 
ojjportunity  when  she  might  descend  upon  an  en- 
feebled enemy,  England,  apart  from  colonial  disaffec- 
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tioQ,  was  a  prey  to  faction,  imbecility,  and  civil 
oommotion.  Her  prestige,  once  the  terror  of  Europe, 
hiid  fallen  to  the  luwest  ebb,  her  representatives 
abroad  were  openly  insulted  in  the  streets  without 
redress,  and  even  the  minor  powers  assumed  towards 
her  an  attitude  of  defiunce  and  contempt.  Hated 
and  despised  by  every  European  state,  virtually  with- 
out an  ally,  distracted  by  agitation  at  lionit ,  mid 
engaged  in  an  attempt  to  quell  an  irresistible  re- 
volution in  a  distant  colony,  the  situation  of  England 
was  critical  indeed. 

No  sooner  was  the  alliance  between  France  and 
the  rcbek  of  North  America  announced,  than  a  declar- 
ation of  war  was  issued  by  England,  and  hostilities 
immediately  commenced;  50,000  Frenchmen  were 
ready  to  invade  the  Brilisii  coast,  vast  fleets  were 
fitted  out,  and  a  diversion  was  made  in  &vour  of  the 
Americans  by  an  expedition  under  D'Estaing. 

For  a  time  Spain  seemed  disinclined  to  join  in  the 
contest,  and  even  made  offers  of  negotiation  between 
the  beiiigerent  powers.  But  she  never  sincerely  cou- 
templated  peace,  and  the  negotiation  was  only  an 
artifice  to  gain  time  fur  hw  iiiial  pre[)arations.  After 
some  months  delay,  during  which  she  acted  the  farce 
of  mediation,  her  arrangements  were  completed,  and, 
throwing  aside  the  mask  of  friendship,  she  declared 
war  against  England  (1779),  and  allied  herself  to 
France. 

The  designs  of  King  Charles,  long  secretly  cuter- 
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tained,  were  speedily  developed ;  a  junction  was  form- 
ed between  the  French  and  Spanish  fleets,  a  poweriiil 
army,  already  organized,  was  ready  to  take  the  field, 
and  an  allied  attack,  so  powerful  that  it  was  deemed 
irresistible,  was  directed  against  (nbraltar. 

Twice  within  the  century,  Spain,  at  an  enormous 
sacrifice  of  blood  and  treasure,  had  attempted  the 
recovery  of  this  fortress,  and  on  each  occasion  she 
had  been  compelled  to  retire  with  humihation  and 
defeat.  But  now  the  moment  appeared  to  have 
arrived  when  the  long-lost  prize  might  be  wrested 
from  the  grasp  of  the  enemy  and  restored  to  its 
setting  in  the  crown  of  Spain.* 

*  Antioipatiiig  the  letolte  of  tiiia  siege,  Ayala  njs,— « In 
the  mean  time  we  may  hope  that  the  malt  of  thb  imderUkiiig 
against  a  place  so  stnnigly  fortified,  bat  attacked  by  audi 
poweiM  ferees,  may  correspond  to  1^  jDstioe  of  the  canse,  to 

the  intelligence  and  activity  of  the  Duke  d©  Crillon,  and  to  the 
well-knov^n  valour  of  the  bpumsli  Iruupa." 


Digitized  by  Google 


FOUAT££NTfi  81E6B  OF  OIB&ALTAB.  267 


CUAFrfiR  XIV. 

rOURTSBNTH  8IB0B  OF  OIBEALTAB,  1779. 

SiNCB  the  siege  of  1727,  the  fortifications  of 

Gibraltar  had  been  suffered  to  lapse  almost  into  u 
state  of  ruin  and  decay.  Veiy  few  guna  were 
mounted,  the  parapets  were  in  many  plares  cram- 
bling  to  dust,  and  the  ditches  at  the  north  m^h  were 
choked  with  rubbish.  The  magazines  were  defective, 
the  aiiiiiiunition  was  scanty,  and  the  provision  stores 
wm  empty.  Reports  on  the  condition  of  the  fortress 
-  had  been  constantly  sent  home,  but  no  attention  was 
paid  to  the  renion  trances  of  the  successive  governors. 
At  length,  in  1769,  a  commission,  presided  over  by 
the  Master-general,  assembled  at  the  Boiud  of 
Ordnance  in  Westminster,  to  deliberate  upon  the 
defective  condition  of  the  defences. 

From  the  evidence  of  a  principal  member  of  this 
oonfeience  we  gather  some  particufam  of  the  state  of 
the  Rock  at  that  period.*    He  tells  us  that  most  of 

•  "R<>Tiiarks  and  ()l>.si  r\ ;!t  ions  made  ujjon  ieveral  of  the  Sea« 
porU  m  Spain  and  Frmce,  during  a  Journey  in  tboeo  Couniiiea 
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the  engineers  whose  opinions  were  asked  respscting 
the  mode  of  foitifieation  best  adapted  to  the  Rock» 
proposed  the  adoption  ui  Vauban's  principles,  while 
the  mmority  were  for  rejectuig  the  eommoii  book 
rules,  according  as  the  situation  varied — conforming 
their  designs  to  the  nature  of  the  ground  and  to  the 
kind  of  attack  to  which  each  particular  part  would  be 
subjected. 

•*  It  was  my  principle/'  he  said,  *'  that  when  the 

lower  power  of  attack  only  could  be  exerted  upon 
any  particular  part,  it  was  both  needless  and  indeed 
a  defect  of  judgment  to  raise  works  whose  qualities 
were  calculated  to  repulse  the  higher  power  of  an 
army  possessed  of  space  enough  to  enable  them  to 
exercise  and  bring  into  play  the  reiterated  assaults 
peculiar  to  the  advantages  of  having  a  great  spot  of 
ground  to  act  upon.  Not  such,  indeed,  does  it  appear 
to  me  is  the  character  of  the  new  works  lately 
erected  near  the  sea-side  at  Gibraltar.  I  apprehend 
that  the  importance  and  situation  of  Gibralt^vr,  if  well 
considered,  should  draw  forth  other  modes  of  reason- 
ing than  such  as  have  been  frequently  adopted  with 
respect  to  fortified  places  differently  circumstanced. 

"It  has  usually  been  understood  that  when  it 
is  besieged  our  fleet  may  go  to  its  relief,  and  if  we 
were  to  be  certain  that  it  will  be  attacked  again  as 

in  1767—1768.  Performed  by  Major  Hugh  Debbieg,  Corps 
of  Bngiaem.— King's  MSS.  Bnt.  Mas. 
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iu  the  two  last  sieges  (i705»  1127),  the  only  method 
by  which  it  will  never  be  reduced,  that  system 
might  be  adhered  lu  with  some  degree  of  confidence. 
Bat  we  ought  not  to  lose  sight  of  its  distance  from 
home,  separated  from  us  by  the  continent  of  Europe, 
that  our  fleet  may  at  some  critical  time  have  more 
neeessaiy  and  indispensable  employment  at  home 
than  succouring  places  at  a  great  distance  at  every 
alarm/'* 

After  pointing  out  the  weakness  of  the  defences 

towards  the  southward,  and  showing  that  the  grand 
powder-magazine  was  situated  on  an  eminence  half 
a  mile  from  the  town,  and  exposed  to  the  dca  and  to 
file  from  shipping,  he  concludes, — 

"  Gibraltar  is  a  fortress  whose  situation  at  the 
first  sight  thereof  couvmces  the  beholder  of  its  great 
utility  and  consequence  to  Great  Britain.  It  is  the 
key  of  the  Mediterranean  irum  the  ocean,  and  the 
strongest  curb  she  holds  over  the  power  of  her 
enemies." 

In  1770,  the  continuation  of  large  armaments  in 
Fnmoe  and  Spain  had  aroused  the  suspicions  and 
excited  the  fears  of  the  English  ministry. 

Allusiona  were  made  in  both  Houses  of  Parliament 

•  The*  coirectncM  of  this  officer  s  judgment  was  afterwards 
provoJ  by  the  events  of  the  sie^^c,  wlu'ii  the  ciirrisdii  was  twice 
burtlering  on  starvation  in  consequence  oi  uo  fleet  htmg  able 
to  aail  to  their  reiie£ 
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to  the  state  of  the  kingdom  for  war,  and  in  a  debate 
on  the  seizure  of  the  Falkland  Islands  by  order  of 
tlic  King  of  Spain,  Lord  Chatham  delivered  a  re- 
markable speech,  in  which  he  alluded  to  the  defenceless 
condition  of  Gibraltar. 

"The  third  object,"  he  said,  "indispensable  as  I 
conceive  in  the  distribution  of  our  navy,  is  to  main- 
tain such  a  force  in  the  Bay  ot"  Gibraltar  as  may 
be  su£Scient  to  cover  that  garrison,  to  watch  the 
motions  of  the  Spaniards,  and  to  keep  open  the  com- 
munication with  iMmorca.  .  .  .  But  how  will  your 
Ix>rdshipfl  be  astonished  when  I  inform  yon  in  what 
manner  they  liave  provided  for  these  great,  these 

essential  objects !  We  have  one  ship-of-the- 

line  at  Jamaica,  one  at  the  Leeward  Islands,  and  one 
at  Gibraltar.  Yet  at  this  very  moment,  for  aught 
the  ministry  know,  both  Jamaica  and  Gibraltar  may 
be  attacked — and  if  they  are  attacked  (which  God 
forbid  1)  they  must  fall.  •  • . 

Two  regiments  of  400  men  each,  at  a  time  like 
this,  are  sent  to  secure  a  place  of  such  unportance  as 
Gibraltar!  a  place  which  it  is  miiversally  agreed 
cannot  hold  against  a  vigorous  attack  irom  the  sea, 
if  once  the  enemy  should  be  so  far  masters  of  the 
Bay  as  to  make  a  good  landing,  even  with  a  moderate 
force. 

The  indispensable  service  of  the  fines  requires 

at  least  4i)i)0  men.  The  present  garrison  consists  of 
about  2300,  so  that  if  the  relief  should  be  fortunate 
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enough  to  get  ou  sliore  they  will  want  800  men  of 
their  neoessary  complement,"* 

On  the  11th  of  December  the  Duke  of  Man- 
chester (at  the  suggestion  of  Chatham)  f  moved  an 
address  to  His  Majesty,  praying  that  he  would  be 
graciously  pleased  to  send  a  proper  force  to  Gibraltar 
for  its  due  and  efficient  defenoe.   His  speech  exposed 

the  iiibcciuity  of  our  foreign  possessions  and  the  peril 
of  our  ports  at  home.  His  statements  were  confirmed 
bv  Chatham,  who  added  that  he  had  received  inUM^ 
gence  {  of  a  plan  being  formed  to  attack  Gibraltar. 
*'  Having  asserted/'  says  Junius,  **  that  it  waa  open 
to  ail  attack  from  the  sea,  and  that  if  the  enemy  were 
masters  of  the  bay  the  place  could  not  make  any 
long  resistance/'  he  was  answered  in  the  following 
words  by  that  great  statesman,  the  £ari  of  Sand* 
wich ;  Supposing  the  noUe  lord's  argument  to  be 
well  founded,  and  supposing  Gibraltar  to  be  now  un- 
luckily taken,  still,  according  to  the  noble  lord  s  own 
doctrinet,  it  would  be  no  great  matter;  for  although 

*  CoimpoDdsnoe  «f  Bnl  Chstiiam,  toL  tv.  p.  18. 

t  I  dumadod  esUiBg  for  any  papers,  but  suggested  sddran» 
ing  the  Crown  to  quicken  all  necessary  buccootb  for  Gibraltar. 
This  was  liked.**    Chatham  to  Lord  Camden. 

$  Your  Ladyship  and  Lord  SuiJiupe  may  have  )i( -ir  l  that 
an  idea  htia  prevailed  strongly  here  of  an  attack  upouUibral- 
tar;  some  iutellii^tute  on  tliat  head  haviii*;  reached  me,  1  made 
iL'»e  of  it  in  the  House  of  Lord??.**  Earl  Chatham  to  Countess 
Stanhope.  liajee»  December  16th,  1770.  PiU's  Corretipoud- 
eooe. 
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\vc  are  not  masters  of  the  sea  at  present  we  probably 
shall  be  so  some  time  or  other^  and  then,  my  lords, 
there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  retaking  Gibraltar/'* 

These  discussions  concerning  the  safety  of  Gib- 
raltar soon  died  a  natural  death,  and  the  fortress  was 
left  almost  defenceless  to  its  fate. 

In  1777,  General  George  Augustus  Eliott  was  ap- 
pointed Governor  of  the  Rock.  This  officer  was  bom 
in  171 S,  and  had  passed  witk  brilliant  success  through 
the  school  of  war.  In  his  early  youth  he  was  edu- 
cated at  Edinburgh,  from  whence  he  went  to  the 
University  of  Leyden,  where  he  was  celebrated  for  his 
proficiency  in  foreign  languages.  His  educational 
career  was  completed  with  the  study  of  tactics  at  La 
Fere.  Having  attained  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel, 
he  accompanied  George  II.  to  Germany,  in  1 7 13,  Uii 
an  aide-de-camp,  and  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of 
Dettingen. 

During  the  Seven  Years'  War  he  greatly  distin- 
guished himself  under  the  Duke  of  Cumberiand.  He 
was  a  man  of  consunmiate  military  talents,  great 
energy,  and  indomitable  perseverance,  qualities  which 
the  memorable  events  of  the  war  tested  to  the  utmost, 
and  winch  served  to  guide  the  British  arms  success- 
fully through  one  of  the  severest  and  most  protracted 
sieges  on  record.f 

•  Junius,  Vol.  iii.  p.  293. 

t  Anecdote  of  !Sir  G.  Eliott,  from  Carlyle's  ^fomoirs,  p. 
187.   "  Captain  Lyon  introduced  me  to  bia  firiends  the  officen 
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£iiott  had  do  flooner  taken  up  his  command  than 
lie  discovered  the  utterly  defenceless  state  of  the  fort* 
ress.  He  found  the  fortifications  badly  adapted  to 
the  peculiar  formation  and  contour  of  the  Rock,  and 
observed  with  alarm  that  both  magazines  and  stores 
were  insufficiently  provided.  Added  to  this,  the  gar- 
rison was  numerically  inadequate  to  perform  the 
duties  which  even  in  time  of  peace  were  required.* 

of  tke  Horse-guardB  One  I  must  pcrticalarly  meatioii 

WIS  Ckptaiii  Eliott,  afterwards  Lord  Heathfield,  the  celebrated 
defender  of  Oibndtir."  Captain  Lyon  described  him  as  a 
worthy  sad  able  officer,  though  siiigulsr  end  snslere  in  his 
maimer,  sad  Carlyle  retnarke  thst  he  sboald  hare  noted  him  as 
A  man  sour  and  untrectable. 

•  On  the  2nd  December,  1777,  the  Duke  of  Hiehmond  moved 
li»r  ihe  returns  of  the  army  and  n:u y  m  lit  huid  and  America. 
Upon  this  orcasiou  the  Karl  of  Cliathnrn,  in  the  courae  of  a 
most  able  speech,  alluded  thus  to  Gibraltar : — 

Nothing  has  been  offiared  which  may  lead  to  inform  as  of 
tiie  aetoal  etate  of  tbe  gsnisone  of  Gibraltar  and  Minorca^ 
those  two  fery  importsnt  fortroeacs  which  have  hitherto  eii« 
shied  as  to  msintsin  our  vuperiority  in  the  Meditenaiiesa,and 
one  of  them  (Gibraltar)  sitosted  ia  the  very  continent  of 
Spain,  the  beet  proof  of  oar  naval  power,  and  tbe  only  solid 
cheek  on  that  of  the  House  of  Bourbon.  Yet  tfaoee  two  im* 
poi  Kint  fort res^s  are  left  to  eliance  ....  we  hold  them  but 

by  hulienince  When  I  had  the  honour  to  be  called  into 

the  councils  nf  tlic  laie  kmi:.  Gibniltar  sti]]  remained  in  onr 
haudti,  and  tlie  war  in  Germany,  which  Piiriiametit  thought  tit 
to  engage  in  and  bind  themselves  to,  before  I  came  into  office, 
^thongh  we  were  carrying  on  the  moet  extensive  operations  in 
America,  though  the  coast  of  Africa  and  the  We»t  Indiet 
leqnired  a  cuitable  force  to  protect  them,  and  though  theae 
Iringdcims  eslled  for  a  proportionate  simy,  not  only  to  act  de» 

IS 


Digitized  by  Google 


274 


H18T0RT  OF  OIBRALTAB. 


His  anxieties  were  further  aroused  by  the  prevail- 
ing rumours  of  an  intended  attack  upon  Gibraltar, 
rumours  which  in  the  autumn  (1777)  had  gained 
such  credence  in  England  that  the  ministry  commu- 
nicated their  fears  to  the  governor  in  a  despatch  in 
cypher,  dated  September,  1777  : — 

"Though  the  strongest  assnranoes  are  received 
from  the  Courts  of  Prance  and  Spain  of  their  inten- 
tions to  preserve  the  peace  at  present  subsisting  in 
Europe,  yet  the  great  armaments  making  in  each  of 

femdTely,  but  offionflTeljy  on  tlie  eoMts  of  our  enemies, — ^not- 
wiihstaiidiiig  all  those  preYioiis  eerricet,  mj  Lords,  having  ihe 
oouniel  of  that  great  mm  (Duke  of  Itelboroiigh)  oonBtently 
in  Tieir,  it  detomiined  me  tbafewkstorer  demands  or  how  mudi 
soever  sueli  troops  might  be  wanting  elaewbere^  tiiat  Gibraltar 
should  never  want  a  faW  and  adequate  defence.  I  never  hsve 
luul,  my  Lords,  lcs3  than  eight  baitalioDH  to  defend  it.^  I 
think  a  battalion  then  was  about  800  stroui?.  ISu  tiiat,  my 
Lords,  I  aflinn  that  Gibraltar  wan  uever  trusted  to  a  gurrisuu 
of  le»8  tliaii  (>(>00  men.  ....  Gibraltar  is  garrisoned  by  Hano- 
Terians.  I  am  told  if  any  accident  »hould  happen  to  the  pre- 
sent commanding  officer,  tben  that  the  cave  of  the  fortress  and 
tbe  command  of  the  troops  would  dercdve  on  a  forNgner.f  I 
do  not  recollect  his  name^  but  this  is  mj  informatioiL  ....  I 
am  well  authorised  to  aay,  my  Lords,  that  such  is  the  present  * 
defenceless  stste  of  Gibraltar,  that  there  is  not  a  second  reUef 
in  esse  of  attack,  nor  men  sufficient  to  man  the  works  while 
those  &tigued  with  service  go  to  refresh,  eat,  ixt  sleep.*' 


•  Uiul  the  Earl  of  Chatham  forgotten  the  offer  of  William  Pitt,  to  rar- 
nndtr  Oibaliv  to  Spain  in  1756  ? 
1 0«Bena  d»  Is  Molte. 
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those  kingdoms,  and  the  large  fleet  at  Cadis,  which  on 

the  shortest  notice  woukl  ha  ready  to  sail,  are  circum- 
stanoea  that  lequiie  the  greatest  vigilance  on  your 
part.  I  must  add  that  a  very  large  quantity  of 
cauBou  of  ail  calibre,  with  a  very  large  qvmntity  of 
balls  for  them,  are  now  transporting  from  Dunkirk  to 
Spain/** 

In  his  reply  to  this  warning,  the  governor  as- 
sored  the  cabinet  of  his  never-ceasing  vigilance,  but 

declared  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  withstand 
a  siege  with  the  inefficient  resources  he  had  at  his 
disposal.  Conscinus  of  the  difficulty  and  delay  that 
would  attend  any  attempt  to  cany  out  by  corre- 
spondence the  alterations  and  additions  which  he  con- 
sidered essential  for  the  safety  oi  the  place,  Eiiott 
determined  to  send  home  a  competent  officer,  ac- 
quainted with  the  wants  and  condition  of  the  garrison, 
whose  personal  representations  would  have  more 
weight  in  urging  the  necessity  of  providing  for  the 
security  of  the  loilress  than  could  be  expected  from 
a  tedious  conespondenccf 

The  officer  selected  for  this  dutv  was  Colonel 
Green  of  the  Engineers^  a  man  in  whom  every  confi- 

*  Townahend  to  Eiiott.  Cypher.  Originsl  in  Golonisl 
Semtarj*B  Office,  CKbnltar. 

t  No  Tigilsiioe  on  my  part  shall  be  wtntmg.  In  esse  of 
wriee  the  gtrrison  must  be  incieeaed  eonndenibly  moie  then 
double  the  piesent  number,  especially  sitillery^meD. ....  Not 
lem  than  8000  men,  artillery  indtided,  will  be  ■iifficieiit'*«* 
luliutt  to  Secretary  fur  War.    C^'pher.   October,  1777. 

18  • 
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dence  was  placed,  and  who  in  the  after  events  of  the 
siege  became  celebrated  for  the  talent  with  which  he 
conducted  the  system  of  defence.  Colonel  Green 
canied  with  him  full  instructions  respecting  the  ob- 
jects of  his  mission,  and  was  also  the  bearer  of  a 
confidential  letter  to  Lord  Townshend  from  the 
govenior.* 

•  Gibraltar,  Oct.  6th,  1777, 

"  My  Lord, 

Colonel  Greea  irill  hare  the  honour  to 
deliw  this  letter  to  your  Lordship,  the  only  offioer  who  ii^  er 
indeed  ought  to  he,  in  a  condition  to  hiy  hefore  yon  the  exact 
state  of  our  works,  and  the  most  minute  peculiaritiea  of  this 
singular  fortress,  cireumstanoed  in  so  many  reupects  diffisrenti 
I  believe,  from  any  other  in  the  known  world. 

**Col.  Green,  from  close  and  repeaUd.  examination,  is  per- 
fect master  of  the  advanti^Cij  to  be  taken  from  any  recess  or 
protuberaiice  of  this  mountain,  either  horizontal  or  vertical, 
which  grow  daily  more  obrious,  having  become  accessible  to 
us  by  the  communications  made  and  making  towards  such 
parts  of  the  Kock  as  may  contribute  to  strengthen  our  defence. 
Your  Lordship  will  Ihid  by  CoL  Green's  report  that  the  King's 
Bastion  is  now  in  such  a  state  that^  should  a  sadden  and  un- 
foreseen emergency  require  it,  with  a  few  days'  notice,  we 
mig[ht  he  ahle  to  place  our  artillery  on  temporary  platfonnsi 
the  chief  ywgin^  thinking  the  rampart  not  yet  sufficiently 
settled  to  receive  those  of  stone  which  are  to  remain.  This 
noble  work  being  now  so  far  advanced,  I  think  it  now  the  most 
favourable  opportunity  for  Col.  Green  to  take  your  further 
orders  in  the  prosecution  of  such  plans  m  have  been  or  may 
be  adopted  to  Ci!iii]>l(te  our  forfificationa.  'I'lii?  will  hv  a 
tedious,  expensive,  but  nec«»i^ry  work  fur  maintaining  the 
fortress^  and  added  to  it  must  be  many  internal  accommoda- 
tiont  in  harracks»  bomb-prods,  store-houses,  hospitals^  magi^ 
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On  the  opening  of  the  year  1778,  the  uneasiness 
that  had  prevailed  at  home,  since  the  general  arming 
of  Spain  and  France,  was  no  longer  a  matter  of 
secrecy  or  doubt.  Rumours  of  a  secret  treaty  between 
6pain  and  Morocco  were  rife,  and  intelligence  of  the 
assemblage  of  a  constantly  increasing  fleet  at  FenoI« 
Cadiz,  and  Tuuloii  added  to  the  general  alarm. 

In  February  Mr  Hardy,  British  Consul  at  Cadiz» 
communicated  by  cypher  with  the  governor  of 
Gibraltar,  and  gave  information  of  the  vast  prepara- 
tions that  were  going  on  in  that  port, — information 
which  w  :is  iiiiiuediately  forwarded  to  England. 

Besides  the  large  navy  already  assembled,  ships 
were  expected  fiom  Carthagena  and  elsewhere. 
3,000,000  rations  were  ready  for  Lssue ;  ail  the  most 
trusted  pilots  were  ordered  to  be  in  readiness  in  24 
iiours,  and  the  truops  were  ever  on  the  alert.  Some- 
thing extraordinary,  said  Mr  Hardy,  is  in  agitation, 
and  many  have  given  their  opinion  that  your  garriscm 
is  the  object  of  attack* 

General  Eliott  was  naturally  much  disturbed  at 
this  iuteUigence,  more  especially  as  in  the  mean 

noes;  with  all  which  this  place,  I  do  usure  your  Lordship, 
ii  to  retj  indiffeiently  pnmded,  that  the  wants  in  mort  of  these 
artidei  axe  by  no  meana  supplied  proportioiiately  to  our 
preaent  garriaoit  I  aubmit  it,  therefore^  what  miiat  be  our 
aitnation  in  caae  of  aervice,  when  our  force  moat  be  at  leaat 
tripled  F 

"I  have  the  honour,  Ac, 

"  a  A.  Eliott'' 
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time  no  reiiiforccmcnts  or  supplies  had  reached  the 
garrison,  nor,  indeed,  had  he  heaid  the  intentions  of  the 
goveramcnt  on  the  subject.  He  again  urged  the 
necessity  of  immediately  providing  for  the  defence  of 
the  fortress,  and  wrote  pressingly  to  the  government 
for  assistance. 

Writing  on  the  2nd  March,  1778»  he  says,  refer* 
ring  to  the  arrival  of  a  convoy  without  provisions. 
It  is  my  duty  to  be  veiy  pressing  with  yonr  Lordship, 
that  a  supply  of  every  kind  be  ordered  without  loss 
of  time.  Our  present  store  of  beef,  pork,  pease,  and 
butter  is  scarcely  the  complement  for  five  months. 
Flour,  including  biscuit,  thi  ee  months ;  oat-meal  the 
same.  Pardon  me,  my  Lord,  for  once  more  repeating 
that  no  time  must  be  lost  in  forwivding  the  supply 

from  England  My  reports  are  coutiruied,  that 

the  fleet  at  CSadiz  is  daily  increasing,  19  first-class 
ships  ready  for  sea  in  that  liurbour;  nine  nn>re  ex- 
pected from  Ferrol  and  other  forts,  a  report  current 
that  arms  and  cannon  are  preparing  at  Seville,  and 
10  ships  of  the  line  expected  at  Cadiz  from  Toulon, 
under  Count  d'Estaing,  who  is  to  command  the  allied 

unaaiiiciiL  '* 

In  April,  the  rumour  that  the  expedition,  whose 
preparation  had  long  attracted  the  attention  of  all 
Europe,  was  destined  for  an  attack  upon  Gibraltar, 
had  gained  an  ominous  significance.    It  vras  no 

•  Genena  Eliott  to  Seerataiy  at  War.  Cdanial  Secrettty's 
Oflke,  Oibialte. 
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longei  doubtful  that  Cadiz  would  be  the  port  of 
nndezvouB  for  the  oombined  fleets,  and  that  the  whole 
force  of  the  expedition  would  be  concentrated  in  that 
neighbourhood.  The  ouly  coocluaion  to  be  cbawn 
from  the  dupoaition  of  the  armament  was^  an  inten- 
tion lu  attack  Gibraltar. 

General  Eliott  was  convinoed  of  the  jnstioeof  this 

conclusion,  and  all  his  letters  written  at  this  time 
speak  of  an  attack  as  imminent,  lie  was,  indeed, 
already  preparing  for  the  danger  which  he  felt  hung 
over  the  Hock.  The  regiments  forming  the  garrison 
were  caiefidly  inspected,  and  reported  thoroughly 
efficient,  but  too  weak  in  number , — their  vigour,  said 
the  governor,  may  be  depended  upon.  The  small 
numbers  of  artillery-men  and  the  insuflBciency  erf  sup- 
plies caused  him  the  grcute^it  anxiety.  He  constantly 
addressed  letters  to  the  ministers  at  home,  entreating 
them  to  give  hua  the  power  of  arming  the  defences, 
and  forming  d^pdts  of  provisions  in  case  of  si^ ;  and 
we  find  him  urging  the  government  to  maintain  a 
good  understanding  with  the  Emperor  of  Morocco, 
and  pointing  oat  the  inestimable  valne  of  fiarbaiy  as 
a  source  of  supplies  for  the  garrison.  These  entrea- 
ties— ^we  may  almost  say  remonstrances — appear  to 
have  been  scarcely  noticed  by  the  English  government. 
No  convoy  arrived,  no  prospect  of  relief  appeared.  * 

•  "The  several  iviriments  in  this  garrison  art^  «;o<>«i  uiu\  uro 
in  tho  most  perfect  order.  Their  rip^our  may  be  (iepenHe<l 
Upon,  bat  Uieir  aumben  in  proportioa  to  the  aonrico  lo  very 
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In  the  mean  time,  Spain  directed  all  her  efforts  to 
secure  the  friendship  and  alliance  of  the  Barbary 
states.  By  means  of  bribery,  and  under  pretence  of 
gaining  satisfaction  for  the  siege  of  Melilla,  the  Em- 
peror of  Morocco  was  induced  to  send  an  ambassador, 
Ben  Ottoman,  to  the  Court  of  Madrid,  and  through 
the  instrumentality  of  this  personage  a  treaty  was 
conduded,  by  which  Spain  obtained  numerous  ad- 
vantages.* 

The  existence  of  this  negotiation  was  not  unknown 

to  Eliott.  Ou  the  16th  of  xVpril,  a  Jew  in  the  service 
of  the  Emperor  of  Morocco  discovered  a  letter  from 
the  King  of  Spain,  in  which  overtures  were  made  for 
the  speedy  settlement  of  a  treaty  between  the  two 
nations.  The  whole  contents  of  this  letter  he  for- 
warded to  the  general.! 

Bmail,  fumisliing  at  the  very  utmost  one  relief.*' — Bliott  to 
Lord  Grantham,  April  6th,  1778.  Cypher. 

*  '*Tbe  assistance  afforded  bj  the  Moonah  prince  would 
ftppear  incredible  had  it  not  been  seen*  He  opened  bit  poiit 
to  the  sbipB  employed  in  the  blockade  of  G^ibraltar,  pennitted 
them  to  piusiie  and  detain  tboee  of  the  enemy,  faeOitated  the 
transport  of  provinons  and  awiatance  to  onr  camp,  and  inally 
deposited  in  our  power  part  of  Ua  treasturee  as  a  pledge  of  hit 
ainoerity.  By  bis  friendship  we  were  enabled  to  leafe  onr 
Afrii^n  posts  with  weak  garrisons.  Tour  Majesty  comprehends 
better  than  anv  one  how  numerous  would  have  been  our 
troubles,  if,  from  omitting  to  form  tliis  eonneetion  in  time, 
the  Enj^lish  had  instiQ^ated  the  emperor  to  undertfikr  \hv  Sn  i^o 
of  Ceuta  or  Melilla,  to  disturb  by  his  cruisers  m  the  ^trait« 
the  meastireH  taken  for  the  blockade  of  Gibraltar.** — Florida 
Blanca'a  Bepresentation.  f  Vide  Appendix. 
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We  may  look  upon  each  other  as  friendB/'  said 
the  king,   and,  in  case  a  tmty  should  be  decided 

on,  we  shall  seud  our  respective  ambassadors  to  each 
other,  bat  I  must  first  acquaint  yonr  Majesty  that  in 
one  of  the  articles  it  must  be  stipulated  that  your 
Majesty  most  oblige  yourself  to  give  no  assistance 
whatever  to  my  enemies."  * 

The  apathy  of  the  British  government,  tlie  neglect 
of  Gibraltar,  and  the  absence  of  a  British  fleet  in  the 
Mcditerrauiun,  attracted  the  attention  of  Parliament, 
which  was  at  this  time  sitting.  On  the  25th  May, 
the  Duke  of  Richmond  brought  forward  a  motion  in 
the  House  of  Lords,  charging  the  Ministers  with  neg- 
lect in  not  having  taken  steps  to  meet  the  naval 
preparations  of  the  Fr IK  1 1  and  Spanish  Courts.  This 
speech  alluded  especially  to  the  abesolute  necessity  of 
having  a  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean,  to  protect  Gib- 
raltar and  Mmorca,  and  to  prevent  the  junction  of  the 
French  and  Spanish  navies.  The  Earl  of  Sandwich, 
on  beltah  uf  the  government,  denied  that  such  a 
course  was  either  indispensable  or  conformable  to 
precedents  ;  while  Lord  Bristol  declared  thai  the 
French  would  never  have  stirred  or  attempted  to 
force  the  Straits  if  a  squadron  had  been  in  the  Bay  of 
Gibraltar,  t 

On  the  same  day  a  rimilar  motion  was  Inonght 

*  T^inilatioa  of  oHgoial  in  Colonial  SMntsiy'i  (NBo^ 
GibraltMr.  Mntflatad. 

t  Parliamentarj  Hiitoi^. 
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on  in  the  Lower  House  by  Sir  William  Meredith  and 
Lord  North.  Mr  Fox  and  Mr  Grenville  spoke  during 
the  debate,  Fox  deckring  "that  the  country  was 
languishing  under  the  torpor  of  a  supme,  senseless, 
incapable  goveiiiment/' 

On  the  16th  June,  1779,  the  Spanish  manifesto 
was  handed  to  King  Geoi^  III.  by  the  Marquis 
D'Almodovar,  the  Minister  to  the  Court  of  St  James's. 
This  document  set  forth  the  grounds  of  complaint 
against  the  British  government,  and  dechred  that  the 
Catholic  King,  entirely  contrary  to  his  wishes  and 
incUnations,  felt  himself  "  under  the  disagreeable  ne- 
cessity of  making  use  of  all  the  means  which  the 
Almighty  had  intrusted  him  with,  to  obtain  that 
justice  which  he  has  solicited  by  so  many  ways  with- 
out being  able  to  aciiuuc  it/*  The  issue  of  this 
manifesto  was  followed  immediately  by  hostile  move- 
ments on  the  part  of  Spain. 

On  the  21st  June  instructions  reached  the  general 
in  command  of  the  troops  aft  St  Roque,  ordering 
him  to  cut  off  all  commumcation  with  GibmlUur. 
Three  days  previous  to  this  the  governor,  ignor- 
ant of  the  declaration  of  hostilities,  rode,  attend- 
ed by  his  staff,  to  pay  a  conipiimentary  visit  to 
General  Mendossa,  who  then  resided  at  St  Roque.  It 
is  believed  that  the  Spanish  general  had,  at  that  very 
time,  a  notice  from  the  Court  of  Madrid  in  his  pocket, 
apprizing  him  of  the  outbreak  of  war;  his  manner 


Digitized 


» 


ft 


DECLAEATION  OF  WAE* 


283 


and  oonversatioQ  dniiiig  the  visit  were  observed  to  be 
strikingly  embarrassed  and  unoordial.    On  the  return 

of  the  party  to  the  ilock  in  the  evening,  the  governor 
found  Mr  Logie,  his  Majesty's  consul  at  Tangier,  who 
hail  arrived  n\  a  Swedish  frigate,  waiting  to  receive 
him  with  intelligence  of  the  rupture  between  the  two 
countries. 

Though  startled  by  the  suddenness  of  the  news, 
the  correctness  of  which  he  had  no  reascm  to  doubt, 
General  Eliot t  was  prepared  for  an  event  which  he 
had  long  contemplated*  tor  nearly  two  years  he 
bad  foreseen  this  crisis,  and  had  exerted  himself, 
Tinder  the  oppressive  cloud  of  neglect,  to  be  armed 
for  the  occasion. 

The  government,  so  long  deaf  to  his  ap[)cals, 
had  tardily  and  inadequately  reinforced  and  pro- 
visioned the  garrison ;  but  the  measures  wero  but 
half-measures,  and  the  fortress  was  but  ill  prepared 
to  stand  a  powerful  and  lengthened  siege* 

The  {^airrison  was  composed  of  ten  regiments, 
including  the  artillery  and  engineers,  giving  a  total  of 
5S82  officers  and  men.  The  artillery  and  engineers 
numbered  only  534  men,  a  strength  greatly  inferior 
to  the  requirements  of  the  batteries.  The  troops  and 
statF  were  as  follows, — 

General  G.  A.  Eliott, — Governor. 
Lieut.-General  R.  Boyd, — LieuL-Govemon 
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Major-Greneral  De  la  Motte, 
Mamaverian  Brigade^ 

Bank  tod  Fik. 


Axmsej  428 

12th  regiment  519 

39th  regiment  506 

S6ih  regiment  508 

58th  regiment  526 

72nd  regiment  944 
Engineers  &  artificers  106 


Ck>l.  Godwin. 
Lieut.-Col.  Triggc. 
Major  Keliett. 
Major  Eanoout. 
Lieut.-Col.  Cochrane. 
Lieut.-Col.  Gledstanes. 
CoL  Green. 


Hardenberg's 
Redens 

De  la  Motte's 


Jffanoverians, 

367       Lieut.-Col.  Hugo. 
361      Lieat.*CoL  Dachen- 

hausen. 

367      Lieut.-CoL  ScUppei^ 


A  small  naval  force,  consisting  of  "  the  Panther,** 
three  frigates,  and  a  sloop,  under  Admiral  Du£^  lay 
off  the  New  Mole. 

Two  days  after  the  governor  had  been  to  St 
Boqae  he  received  a  despatch  from  General  Mendi 
commanding  the  Spanish  troops  in  the  adjommg 
district,  officially  announcing  the  declaration  of  war. 
On  the  receipt  of  this  communication  a  Council  of 
War  was  held  to  deiil)crate  upon  the  state  oi  atiairs. 

The  first  care  of  the  governor  was  to  provide 
measures  to  secure  supplies  for  the  garrison,  and  to 
establish  a  safe  system  of  postal  communication  with 
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£jiglaad.  Both  these  objects  were  dithcult  to  carry 
out,  on  account  of  the  unceasing  vigilance  of  the 
enemy's  cruisers^  which  were  akeady  on  the  alert  all 
along  the  ooast. 

Within  the  fortress  cver\^hiiipj  was  placed  upon  a 
war  footing,  the  guards  were  remiorced,  the  Land 
Port  barriers  closed,  pickets  thrown  out  to  watch  the 
movements  of  the  enemy,  and  gabions,  fascines,  and 
sand-bags  prepared 

It  was  not  until  the  6th  July  that  intelligenoo 
of  the  rupture  between  Great  Britain  and  Spain 
reached  Gibraltar  officially  from  the  government  at 
home.  The  same  day  u  proclamatiuu  was  is:jued» 
dedaring  all  Spanish  vessels  lawful  prizes,  and  letters 
of  marque  were  granted  to  numerous  privateers.  Be- 
yond the  suspension  of  all  communication  with  the 
mainland,  and  the  depredations  of  the  enemy's  cruis- 
ers, there  were  us  yet  no  positive  signs  of  an  intention 
to  attack  Gibraltar.  But  in  all  her  former  wan  with 
England  during  the  present  century,  Spain  had  made 
Gibraltar  the  first  object  of  her  ambition  and  there 
was  no  reason  to  believe  that  she  would  depart  from  her 
usual  policy  on  the  present  occasion.  General  Eliott 
felt  that  his  garrison  was  the  object  of  attack,  and 
prepared  his  measures  accordingly. 

Active  opt  rat  ions  were  conimeuced  by  the  £ng* 
lish.  Admiral  Duff  having  had  informatiain  that  a 
Valuable  squadron  of  small  vessels  laden  with  pro- 
ymom  for  the  grand  fleet  at  Cadii  was  about 
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to  leave  Malaga,  sent  the  "  Childers  "  to  the  east\rard 
to  keep  a  look-oat»  and  signal  its  approach.  On  the 
evening  of  the  11th  the  convoy  hove  in  sight.  The 
adnural  left  the  Bay  with  the  Panther/'  60  guns« 
and  the  ^Enterprise'*  frigate,  intending  to  interoept 
them. 

During  the  night  he  came  np  with  the  expedition, 

and  succeeded  after  a  few  broadsides  in  capturing  se- 
veral of  the  smaller  vessels  laden  with  wine  and  pro* 
visions,  but  the  majority  escaped  and  made  their  way 
to  Cadiz.  Two  days  after  this  skirmish  a  squadron, 
under  Spanish  colours,  came  into  the  Bay,  and  having 
taken  up  a  juJicious  position  off  Algeciras,  block- 
aded the  port  of  Gibraltar. 

Towards  the  end  of  July  large  bodies  of  troops 
and  materiel  of  war  began  to  arrive  on  tlie 
plains  below  St  Roque,  and  a  camp  of  considerable 
extent  was  prepared.  The  Spanish  expeditionary  army, 
which,  had  long  been  organized,  and  which  from  ito 
first  enrolment  had  been  destined  for  the  siege  of 
Gibraltar,  was  under  the  command  of  Don  Martin 
Alvares  de  Sotomayor,  a  general  who  had  seen  some 
service  iu  the  wars  of  Italy.  Under  him  were.  Lieu- 
tenant-generals  Don  Ladislaus  Habor,  and  the  Mai^ 
quis  de  la  Torre,  Major-general  Tilly,  chief  of  artillery, 
the  Marquis  de  Arellano,  commandant  of  cavalry. 
The  army  consisted  of  two  battalions  of  Spanish 
guards,  two  regiments  of  Walloons,  and  other  corps 
selected  from  the  regiments  of  Soria,  Guadalaxara, 
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Aiuerica,  Catalonia,  and  volunteers  from  Aragon  and 
Savoy.  The  artiUeiy  were  1000  Btrong,  the  cavalry 
composed  12  s^uadiuiis,  lour  of  which  were  dragoons. 
The  whole  army  amounted  to  ld|700  men.  The 
naval  foice  was  commanded  by  Don  Antonio  Baroelo, 
an  admiral  who  had  gained  a  considerable  reputuiiou. 
From  the  movements  of  the  enemy»  and  from  inform* 
ation  received  through  the  Britisli  consul  at  Tan- 
gier.  General  Eliott  concluded  that  it  was  the  inten* 
tion  of  the  enemy  to  preserve  a  strict  bkickade  and 
reduce  the  garnson  by  famine.  So  inadequately  bad 
the  fortress  been  provisioned,  that  even  at  this  eariy 
period  the  scarcity  of  supplies  was  a  cause  of  uneasi- 
ness, and  foreshadowed  the  trials  and  privations  which 
the  troops  were  abont  to  undergo.  The  rations  of 
boili  officers  and  men  were  reduced  one  half,  only 
40  head  of  cattle  remained,  and  forage  had  become  so 
scarce  that  no  person  was  allowed  to  keep  a  hoi  sc 
who  oould  not  prodijice  a  store  of  1000  pounds  of  feed. 
The  governor,  initiating  that  admirable  poUqr  which 
marked  iiis  conduct  during  the  sicge»  ordered  one  of 
his  own  animals  to  be  shot»  as  an  example  of  self-de- 
nial  to  his  subordinates.  Every  encouragement  was 
given  to  the  small  felucca-ri^ed  vessels  to  run 
through  the  enemy's  cruisers  and  bring  supplies  from 
Barbaiy  and  the  coast,  while,  in  order  to  prevent  mo- 
nopoly and  extortion,  the  cargoes  were  invariably 

sold  at  auction  to  the  highest  bidder. 

By  the  middle  of  August  the  preparations  of  the 
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eucuiy  had  become  considerably  advanced,  their  camp 
was  fiill  of  activity,  earthworks  were  thrown  up  and 
armed,  and  immense  stores  of  ammunition  had  been 
brought  irom  the  interior.  Every  succeeding  day, 
says  Drinkwater,  coolSrmed  us  in  the  opinion  that 
their  object  was  to  distress  us  as  much  possible ; 
the  blockade  became  more  strict  and  severe,  their 
army  was  in  force  before  the  place,  and  their  present 
plan  seemed  to  be  to  reduce  Gibraltar  by  famine.* 

By  the  beginning  of  September  the  Spanish  camp 
was  completely  foniiijd.  It  consisted  of  tw  o  lines,  ex- 
tending from  Fonta  Mala,  the  point  of  disembarkation 
in  the  Bay,  in  an  oblique  direction  towards  the  Sierra 
de  Carbonera,  or  Queen  of  Spain's  Chair.  The  artil- 
lery park  was  nearer  to  the  Bay,  dose  to  Punta  Mala, 
a  spot  which  had  been  selected  from  its  advantages  as 
a  landing-place  for  guns,  stores,  &c.  In  the  mean 
time  the  garrison  had  not  been  idle.  The  engineers 
had  been  busily  engaged  scarping  the  too  accessible 
points  at  the  King's  Jjines  on  the  north-west  face  of  the 
Rock,  and  strengthening  them  with  palisades.  The 
batteries  open  to  an  enfilading  fire,  were  supplied  with 
traverses,  and  a  boom  was  thrown  from  the  Old  Mole 
head  to  the  foot  of  Land  Port  glacis. 

Hitherto  the  operations  of  the  enemy  had  been  car- 
ried on  uudistmbed  by  the  garrison.  Fort  San  Filipe 
had  been  completed  and  armed,  a  mortar  battery  was 

*  This  wat  the  origuuU  demgn  of  the  Spuush  Court 
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nearly  finished,  and  large  masses  of  material  were 

arriving  daily  at  the  lines^  for  the  evident  purpose  of 
being  employed  in  the  construction  of  more  for- 

iiiidjiblc  works.  At  length,  on  the  11th  September, 
General  Eliott  convened  a  council  of  war,  consisting 
of  Genera]  Boyd,  Admiral  Duff,  Major-general  de  la 
Motte,  Colonels  Ross,  Green,  and  Godwin,  aiid  Sir 
Thomas  Rich.  At  this  council  it  was  resolved  to  open 
fire  upon  the  enemy,  with  the  intention  of  imj)e(ling 
the  advance  of  their  works.  Accordingly,  on  the  follow- 
ing morning  *  at  day-break  the  guns  in  Green's  Lodge 
battery,  Willis's,  and  Queen  Charlotte's,  opened  upon 
the  advanced  guard  and  the  lines ;  but  at  too  great  a 
distance  to  uillicl  any  material  ugui  v  upon  tlie  trendies. 
It  had  the  effect  however  of  alarming  their  working 
parties  to  such  a  degree,  that  they  fled  precipitately 
from  the  lines,  and  for  some  hours  did  not  retnm. 
During  the  following  week  the  firing  continued,  but 
was  not  answered  by  tlie  Spaniards.  Nevertheless, 
every  precaution  was  taken  by  the  governor  to  render 
the  bombardment,  should  it  take  place,  as  harmless  as 
possible.  Most  of  the  inhabitants  had  long  since  left 
the  town  and  retired  to  the  south,  where,  having  con- 
uctcd  woock  n  Inits,  they  Uved  out  of  reach  of  shot 
in  comparative  safety. 

The  governor,  foreseeing  the  privations  the  garrison 

•  The  wife  of  an  officer  disi  har^ed  the  first  pni ;  General 
Bliutt,  who  was*  standing:  by,  pive  the  word  "  Britous,  strike 
lioiiie,**  M  the  aigoal. — A»ceU'«  Joumul. 
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would  have  to  undergo  on  account  of  the  scaidty  of 
provisions,  ordered  that  a  portion  of  the  merchants' 
stores  should  be  set  aside  for  the  king  s  service*  This 
measure  caused  great  discontent  among  the  traders, 

who  anticipated  reaping  a  liarvest  by  husbanding  their 
goods  and  raising  their  prices  at  the  expense  of  the 
lives  of  the  soldiers.* 

The  guns  mounted  in  Greens  Battery^f  iUOU 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  having  proved  most 
destructive  to  tiie  enemy's  lines,  attempts  were 
made  to  arm  another  battery  on  the  very  summit  of 

*  At  the  openinp;  of  the  first  bombardment,  ami  \\  hen  tho 
troops  were  dying  from  famine,  the  stores  of  the  merehants 
were  found  full  of  provisious  which  had  been  hoarded  up  for 
the  purpose  of  raising  prices. 

t  The  Bock  of  Gibraltar  nina  m  a  directioii  uearij  doe 
north  and  aouth;  and  is  entirely  aanounded  by  ae%  except  at 
its  northern  eztremity.  Here  it  is  joined  with  Spain  hj  a 
narrow  and  low  sandj  isHmnia,  varjing  firom  900  to  1760 
yards  in  width.  When  the  siege  opened  in  1779,  a  Ene  of  for- 
tifications, threatening  the  Bock,  ran  across  the  isthmus,  at 
about  a  mile  distant  from  tliti  barrier  gate;  this  line  was  bound- 
ed by  two  forts,  St  Felipe  on  the  proper  right,  and  i*eating  on 
tlio  bay,  Santa  Barhani  on  tho  left,  touchiner  the  ea^itcm  beach. 
The  northern  tace  of  the  llock  only  was  opposed  to  these  lines, 
the  principal  batteries  bearing  upon  them  being  Willis's,  Green's, 
and  Queen  Anne's,  situated  upon  a  perpendicular  eminence, 
aereral  hundred  feet  above  the  sea  lerelfthe  grand  battery  at  Land 
Port,  which  swept  the  appronchcB  from  the  north  front,  and 
the  fort  at  the  eztramity  of  the  Old  Mole,  which  was  immedi* 
ately  opposed  to  the  gitna  of  St  Felipe.  The  gaUeries  excft- 
vated  out  of  the  BoHd  rock,  whidi  now  fonn  the  most  remark- 
abb  feature  in  the  fortification,  were  not  then  eonatnieted* 
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the  northern  apex  of  the  Rock.   This  spot  was  so 

liiliicuit  to  reach,  even  with  guns  of  small  calibre,  that 
a  ligzag  roadway  was  cat  out  along  the  face  of  the 
hill,  trp  which  it  was  proposed  to  draw  the  cannon  ; 
but  this  method  proved  so  tedious,  aad  the  officers  of 
artillery  were  so  impatient  of  delay,  that  an  attempt 
was  made  to  drag  a  gun  up  the  rugged  slope  of  the 
hilL  This  feat  was  successfully  accomplished  after 
some  days'  hard  work,  and  a  21-pounder  was  placed 
in  position.  This  piece  of  ordoauce  received  the 
name  of  the  Rock  gun ;  though  1400  feet  above  the 
sea,  it  was  dismounted  several  times  during  the  bicge,* 
About  the  middle  of  the  month  the  enemy  un* 
masked  three  new  batteries, — two,  of  1 1-  guns  each, 
bearing  on  WiUis's,  and  one,  of  seven  guns,  directed 
against  the  town  and  water-port.  The  bheerless  pros- 
pect of  the  garrison,  the  scanty  means  of  sustenance, 
and  the  hardships  the  soldiers  had  to  undeigo,  induced 
some  of  the  troops  to  desert,  and  several  men  got 
away  and  joined  tiie  enemy  unperceived. 

•  The  great  length  of  rancre  and  the  deep  \i^n<r  sand  <m 
v>]i\ch  the  Spanish  lines  were  thrown  up  ucutrali/nl  tlu»  »'irt'('t 
of  the  mortars ;  when  the  shells  fell  they  buried  theiofielves  90 
deeply  that  they  exploded  without  damage. 

Csptftin  Mcrcier  of  the  d9th  regiment  obviated  this  e>'il  bj 
•uggefftin^  that  5^  inch  ahellB  with  short,  cileulated  Aims 
■boald  be  fired  firom  gmuL  This  pfactioe  answered  so  satts- 
ftetorOy  thai  it  became  generiL 

It  ia  the  fint  instanoe  of  horisontal  firing  with  ahdb  and 
rslmlsteil  fhaes  on  record.] 

19« 
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As  the  year  advanced  the  blockade*  was  kept 
with  the  strictest  vigilance ;  the  Straits  were  watched 
by  countless  cruisers,  which  stretched  iu  au  uubroken 
line  from  Ceuta  to  Cabrita  and  intercepted  any  com- 
munications between  the  Rock  and  the  Barbary  coast. 
Notwithstanding  the  privations  which  they  had  en- 
dured, the  garrison  remained  healthy,  until,  at  the 
end  of  October,  some  alarm  was  created  by  the  out- 
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break  of  small-pox  among  the  Jews,  a  class  of  people 
whose  habitual  ^th  was  at  ail  times  sufficient  to 
engender  any  malignant  disease.  Precautions  were 
taken  to  prevent  infection,  and  fortunately  the  disease 
did  not  spread.  The  store  of  provisions  was  now 
rapidly  becoming  exhausted.  A  small  cutter  had 
been  captured  on  the  23rd  laden  with  rice,  which 
was  disposed  of  to  the  Jews  and  Genoese  at  exorbit- 
ant prices.  But  beyond  this  handful  of  relief  nothing 
had  reached  the  garrison  for  months.  Mutton  cost 
Si.  per  lb.,  veal  4«.,  ducks  14s.  to  18#.  per 
couple,  and  a  goose  could  not  be  obtained  under  a 
gninea.  Fish  and  vegetables  were  equally  dear,  and 
bread  still  scarcer.  At  this  tune,"  says  Drinkwater, 
the  governor  made  trial  what  quantity  of  rice  would 
snflSce  a  single  person  for  24  hours,  and  actually  lived 
himself  eight  days  on  iuur  ounces  of  rice  per  day. 
Sir  George  is  remarkable  for  an  abstemious  mode  of 
living,  seldom  tasting  anything  but  vegetables,  simple 
puddings,  and  water."  « 

The  diary  of  the  siege,  whose  dreary  sameness 
shows  how  monutouously  each  day  must  at  this  period 
have  passed  away,  contains  here  and  there  a  red  letter 
entry  recording  some  remarkable  event    Under  the 

» 

•  In  spite  of  efsix  precaution  tiie  merchants  msnsged  to 
eonoesl  tfasir  goods  and  to  aeU  them  at  eiorhitan^ 

Pish  and  floor  were  the  principil  support  of  the  inhabttaDti* 
Six  mall  fish  not  larger  than  sprsts  sold  for  two  ibilUags.— 
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head  of  Sunday^  November  14thy  wind  N.  W.,  blowing 
fresh,  is  the  following  brief  but  graphic  tale  of  the 
gallantry  and  skill  of  an  English  sailor. 

Arrival — ^the  Buck,  English  privateer, 
Capt.  Fag,  commander/'  * 

An  English  ship  having  appeared  this  morning 

from  the  westward,  a  red  llag  was  hoisted  on  the 
Spanish  watch-towers,  being  the  signal  for  an  enemy. 
Admiral  Baroelo  thereupon  got  under  way  with  Ub 
wliole  squadron.  The  sloop  being  abreast  of  Cabrita 
Point,  and  very  near  a  large  xebecq,  tacked  and  stood 
to  the  southward,  several  xebecqs  and  ^jalleys  in  chase 
of  hen  She  afterwards  put  about  and  stood  for  the 
Bay,  and  repeated  this  manoeuvre  again,  which  gained 
her  the  windward  gage  of  all  of  them.  A  50-guu 
ship  and  frigate  then  stretched  across  to  cut  her  off 
from  Europa  Point ;  they  also  fell  to  leeward.  Barcelo 
then  stood  Irom  Cabrita  Point  (whero  he  had 
anchored),  and  endeavoured  to  intercept  the  sloop, 
but  was  baffled  in  his  expectations ;  she  shot  a-head 
of  him,  and  arrived  safe  in  the  Bay,  after  receiving  a 
broadside  from  the  Spanish  admiral  and  the  50.gun 
ship  (which  she  returned  to  both),  besides  upwards  of 
40  shot  from  the  other  vesseb  of  the  squadron :  one 
six-pounder  only  fell  into  her.  The  sloop  proves  to  be 
the  Buck,  of  Folkestone,  G.  Pag  commander,  24  gons, 
nine -pounders. 

•  MS.  Journal  of  the  Siege.   Cokniial  Secratwy's  Oflioe. 
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"Barcelo  and  his  squadron  all  fell  to  leeward, 
not  bemg  able  to  xetum  to  his  station/'  * 

It  was  a  matter  of  no  small  difficulty  during  tliis 
strict  blockade  to  find  a  means  for  the  conveyance  of 
despatches  safely  to  aad  from  England.  It  was  of  the 
first  importance  that  these  documents  should  nm  no 
risk  of  falling  mto  the  enemy's  hands,  and  ail  sorts  of 
shifts  and  devices  were  adopted  to  deceive  and  evade 
the  enemy's  cruisurs.  On  one  occasion  our  consul  at 
Tangier  (Mr  Logic),  who  was  alwajrs  active  in  pro- 

curiiif;  a  channel  for  the  transmission  of  despatches,! 
midertook  to  convey  some  papen  of  the  gieatest 
importance  from  Gibraltar  to  Barbaiy,  from  whence 
they  could  be  forwarded  home.  The  felucca  in  which 
he  sailed  was  however  chased  by  the  croisers,  over- 
hauled, and  boarded.    In  the  mean  time,  Mr  Logie 

*  Drinkwater  gives  tHis  anecdote  with  some  difference  of 

deacription  :— 

**  At  the  entrance  to  the  Straits  Captnin  Viv^  met  y^iih. 
three  English  cutters.  The  captain  of  one  ot  tiiem  endeavoured 
to  ditsttftde  him  from  an  attempt  to. get  into  Gibraltar,  saying 
that  it  was  impoestble.  Captain  Fag  jocosely  saked  if  there 
was  room  for  a  eoach  and  tiz  to  get  in,  and  being  answered  in 
the  aflinnatife,  he  loUad  his  quid  two  or  three  tunes  and  with 
an  andible  oath  swoie  he  would  get  in  if  Beeheehnb  himself 
gm  chaae  *  — Aerfft  Jbmmal  of  (he  Siege. 

t  Noferober  Mth.  "Four  Portngoeae  who  had  been 
privately  despatched  by  the  governor  to  fetch  a  paeket  Uram 
J'aro  returned  safe  :  thev  had  a  small  boat,  which  was  carried 
on  camels  over  rocks  anJ  iiiuuiiuins,  being  permitted  by  the 
Moor«.  They  landed  it  in  a  creek  nnder  Apea*  ^'H,  and  stole 
over  in  the  inght.*' — JjteeU'i  JowmaL 
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had  concealed  the  papers  in  a  loaf  of  bread,  which 

he  gave  in  charge  of  a  trusty  Moor,  w  ith  an  iujuuc* 
tion  to  dehver  it  to  the  consulate  at  Tangier  in  case 
he  should  be  discovered  and  taken  pnsuiicr;  then, 
hiding  himsell'  beneath  the  flooring  of  the  boat,  he 
lay  concealed  whik  the  vessel  was  seaidied*  for* 
tunateiy  he  was  not  discovered,  and  the  felucca  was 
allowed  to  proceed  on  her  way.  On  another  occasion 
Mr  Logic's  ingenuity  and  resource  in  difficulties  were 
even  more  remarkable.  Having  received  despatches  at 
Tangier  from  England  for  transmission  to  Gibraltar, 
he  intruiited  them  to  a  faithful  Moor,  who  was  to 
carry  them  across  the  water  as  he  best  could.  The 
Spaniards,  having  become  aware  of  the  consul's  inten- 
tions, offered  a  bribe,  amounting  to  £220,  to  the  Moor 
if  he  would  betray  his  trust.  The  man,  too  honest 
to  be  bought  even  for  such  a  sum  of  money,  which 
to  him  would  have  been  a  princely  fortune,  acquainted 
the  consul  of  the  circumstance,  and  was  desired  to 
promise  the  Spaniards  that  he  would  surrender  the 
papers  on  receipt  of  the  reward. 

In  the  mean  tunc,  Mr  Logie  prepared  false  de- 
spatches in  cypher,  duly  signed,  sealed,  and  directed  ; 
these  fictitious  papers  the  Moor  delivered  to  the 
enemy's  emissaries,  and  received  the  money  in  return. 
Next  day,  the  Spaniards  being  off  their  guard,  the 
original  letters  w(^re  carried  by  the  same  man  to  a 
convenient  part  of  the  coast,  from  whence  they  were 
sent  over  to  Gibraltar, 
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Ou  the  27th  of  December  the  Spauiards  opened 
an  experimeDtal  fire  upon  the  extiemity  of  the  king's 
lines.    The  garmon  gardeners,  lived  on  the 

North  Front,  were  obliged  to  retreat  within  the  barrieis^ 
and  a  party  of  Genoese  fishermen,  in  their  huny^to 
escape,  lost  their  boats  and  tackle.* 

The  year  1780  was  not  nshered  in  by  any  remark- 
able event.  The  coui>Uatly  decreasing  stuck  of 
provisions  was  however  a  matter  of  the  gravest  im- 
portance,  and  caused  the  governor  the  greatest  anxiety. 
The  supplies  from  Barbary  were  meagre,  and  rarely 
reached  the  garrison.  Bread  was  becoming  so  scaree 
that  the  daily  rations  were  served  out  midcr  protection 
of  a  guard»  and  the  weak,  the  aged,  and  the  infirm, 
who  eonld  not  struggle  against  the  hungry,  impetuous 
crowd  that  thronged  the  doors  of  the  bakeries,  often 
returned  to  their  miserable  homes,  robbed  of  their 
share.f 

The  ofdinaiy  means  of  sustenance  were  now 
almost  exhausted,  and  roots,  weeds,  thistles,  and  wild 
omons  were  greedily  sought  alter  and  devoured  by 
the  fiunished  inhabitants.   Some  died  of  starvation, 

•  AnceU  8  Journal. 

t  **  Bread  getting  very  scarce,  enough  only  for  t  wo  months. 
It  in  a  terribly  painful  sight  to  see  the  fighting  among  the 
people  for  a  mortel  of  hn§d  at  an  exorbitant  price.  Men 
nmeUing^  women  entraattng,  and  children  crying,  a  jargon  of 
aD  languages,  pitcnusly  pouring  forth  their  complaints.  Xoa 
would  think  seonbihty  would  shed  a  tear,  and  yet  when  we 
ire  in  equal  diitrms  ourselTes  our  feelingii  for  othefs  rather 
iubtide.~.JiMeir#  Jowtuii* 
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and  the  terrible  prospect  of  a  famine  loomed  in  the 
fiitttie.  To  add  to  the  despair  which  the  contemphi^ 
tion  of  such  a  fate  was  likely  to  create,  the  fear  of  a 
bombardment,  recently  excited  by  the  shots  from  St 
Felipe,  was  renewed  by  the  guns  from  that  fort  again 
opening  fire  on  the  12th  January,*  and  doing  some 
damage  in  the  town.  Though  scarcely  a  doaeo 
rounds  were  fired,  the  timid  inhabitants,  convinced 
that  a  general  cannonade  was  about  to  commence,  fled 
in  confosion  to  the  south,  abandoning  thdr  houflea, 
and  subjecting  themselves  to  aggravated  and  un- 
necessary privations* 

On  the  following  day  all  the  field  officers  of  the 
garrison  assembled,  by  order  of  the  governor,  at  the 
quarters  of  Brigadier  Ross,  to  inquire  into  the  con- 
dition and  quantity  of  the  supplies  remaining.  The 
result  of  this  conference  was  the  immediate  reduction 
of  the  soldiers'  rations — already  barely  sufficient  to 
support  life.  No  fresh  meat  remained,  with  the  ex* 
ception  of  an  old  cow,  which  was  reserved  for  the 
sick.    A  goose  was  soid  for  £2 ;  a  turkey  for  £4.t 

*  A  sbotttniekthe  parapet  of  the  OldKoki  aSB-pmuiciflr 
weat  ihrougli  tlie  roof  of  Mr  Quartbi*8  boose,  and  drote  a 
splinter  into  the  heel  of  a  lady,  who  was  walk  n^^  iu  the  street ; 
another  went  through  a  sentry-box  in  Land  Port  covered  way. 
The  enemy  fired  at  a  clergyman  burying  the  dead." — Anceli  s 
Journal  of  the  Siege. 

t  "■\Vant  t>f  supplies  Beven  ly  t'clt.  Another  bakery  shut 
up.  No  ni'in>  ilnur.  Salt  meat  evea  scarce,  and  no  vege» 
tabioB." — AnGcW$  JoumaL 
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The  govemmeDt  at  home  had  long  been  aware  of 
the  melancholy  condition  of  the  garrison  at  Gibraltar, 
and  several  schemes  for  its  relief  had  been  under  con- 
aidention.  But  England's  weakness  at  sea»  and  the 
mail)  tlt*iaaiuls  for  the  presence  of  her  fleets  in  other 
qnarteis  of  the  globe,  had  hitherto  frustrated  all  the 
efforts  of  the  ministry  to  send  a  convoy  to  the 
fortress. 

Early  in  January,  1780,  however.  Admiral  Sir 

George  Rodney,  having  been  appointed  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  West  Indian  fleet,  sailed  with  a  powerful 
squadron  from  Spithead,  with  orders  to  relieve  Gibral- 
tar ou  ius  way.  He  had  been  but  a  short  time  at 
sea,  when,  on  the  8th  January,  he  fell  in  with  a 
convoy  sailing  from  St  Sebastian  to  Cadi/,  consisting 
of  15  merchantmen,  a  64-gun  ship,  four  frigates,  and 
two  other  vessels.  The  whole  of  these  he  captured. 
The  greater  number  of  the  ships  were  laden  with 
wheat,  flour,  and  provisions ;  the  remainder  with  bale 
goods  and  naval  stores.  The  former  were  sent  by  the 
admiral  to  Gibraltar,  and  the  latter  were  despatched 
to  England.  After  this  fortunate  success  Rodney 
continued  on  his  voyage.  But  the  seiaure  of  this 
convoy  was  only  the  prelude  to  a  greater  and  Car  more 

brilliant  victorw 

The  admiral,  having  received  repeated  intelligence 
that  a  Spanish  squadron,  said  to  consist  <tf  14  sail  of 
the  line,  was  cruismg  off  Cape  St  Vincent,  gave 
notice  to  all  the  captains  to  prepare  for  battle  as  they 
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approached  that  point.  On  the  16th  Januaiy^  at  one 
p.  m.,  the  Cape  bearing  north  four  leagues,  the  fleet 
came  in  sight  of  the  Spanish  squadron  under  Admiral 
Don  Juan  de  Langara.  The  Bedford  "  immediately 
gave  the  signal  fur  tlie  line-of-buttlc  abreast,  and  for  a 
general  chase^  to  engage  as  the  ships  came  up  by 
rotation,  and  to  take  the  lee  gage,  in  order  to  cut  off 
the  enemy  from  their  own  ports.  The  Spaniards^ 
being  inferior  in  force,  endeavoured  by  every  means  to 
avoid  an  engagement,  a  niaua^uvre  rendered  more  fea- 
sible in  consequence  of  the  tempestuous  weather,  the 
shortness  of  the  day,  and  the  danger  of  the  coast. 

At  four  o'clock  the  admiral,  observing  that  the 
leading  ships  were  very  near  the  enemy,  made  the 
signal  to  engage  aiul  close.  The  four  headmost 
vessels  immediately  began  the  action,  and  their  hre 
was  briskly  returned  by  the  enemy.  At  40  minutes 
past  four  one  of  the  Spanish  line-of-battle  sinps 
blew  up  with  a  dreadful  explosion,  and  every  person 
on  buaid  perished.  At  six  o'clock  another  vessel 
struck. 

The  action  and  pursuit  continued  with  a  constant 

tire  till  two  in  the  mornmg,  when  the  "  Monarca," 
flag-ship,  struck  to  the  Sandwich,"  and,  all  firing 
iiaving  ceased,  the  signal  was  made  to  heave  to. 

The  weather  continued  so  tempestuous,  that  it  was 
difficult  to  take  possession  of  the  captured  ships,  and 
to  transfer  the  prisoners.  The  British  Admiral  having 
adapted  the  hazardous  expedient  of  fighting  to  lee* 
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ward  of  the  enemy,  in  the  vicinity  of  dangerous  and 

Tocky  shoals,  with  the  wind  on  shore,  many  of  the 
ships  were  placed  in  positions  of  immiueut  peril. 
The  "  Royal  George,"  "  Prince  George,"  "  Sandwich/' 
and  many  others,  were  nearly  lost,  and  hud  to  make 
aU  sail  to  avoid  the  shallows  off  St  Lucar,  nor  did 
they  reach  deep  water  mitil  two  days  after  the  action. 
Tiic  euemy  fought  with  the  greatest  bravery  at  great 
disadvantages.  Don  Jnan  de  Langara  was  severely 
^\  uunded,  and  his  ship,  the  "  Phoenix,"  riddled  before 
be  struck. 

Six  ships  of  the  line  were  captured,  and  one,  the 
"St  Dommgo/'  70  guns,  blew  up.  Some  oi  these 
vessels  afterwards  ran  ashore  and  were  lost,  the  rest 
were  sent  into  Gibraltar.  Arrived  off  Cape  Spartel, 
Bodney  despatched  two  frigates  to  acquaint  the 
consul  at  Tangier  of  his  success,  and  to  request  him 
to  send  iurwHrd  a  supply  ot  fresh  provisions  for  the 
ganison  of  Gibraltar.  At  sunset  the  same  day  the 
fleet  and  convoy  entered  the  Straits.* 

*  Bodnej's  DeepAteli. — Iaym  of  the  Adminli. 

It  nuiy  appear  a  matter  of  Burprise  tliat  Spain  hhouKl 
have  iiitruated  the  Mockade  of  the  nu>aih  ot  the  Straits 
to  BO  small  a  fortv  iit*'  Lani^ara  had  under  his  command,  but 
the  •taWment  of  the  aduimbtratiou  of  Florida  lihuua,  ad- 
dieued  to  King  Chirlet  HI.,  explains  this  apparently  culpable 
erenifl^t.  It  was  amoged  that  Don  Lonie  de  Cordova,  with 
16  ahipei  ehotild  fofim  a  jimctioii  with  Laageta  at  Cadis»  and 
thai  iha  fleet  (hsTing  leoeifed  the  additum  of  another  Tcstel 
from  Fcnol),  nnmbenng  27  lail,  Bhcmld  eraiae  off  Cape 
Traftlgar.  Miafortiiiies  and  miatakea  prevented  the  two  squad- 
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The  position  of  the  starving  gairison  in  Gibraltar 
had,  at  this  time,  reached  the  culminating  point  of 

misery.  For  many  an  anxious  day  the  wretched 
inhabitants  had  strained  their  eyes  watching  the 
western  waters  of  the  Straits,  in  hope  that  some 
friendly  sail  would  bring  relief^  or  at  least  some 
tidings  of  snccoor  not  far  distant.  They  had  hoped 
in  vain — ^the  cruisers  of  the  enemy  were  the  only 
ships  in  sight.  Prolonged  suspense,  and  expectations 
raised  only  to  be  disa])[)ointed,  were  followed  by 
ungovernable  despair.  A  death  occurred  kaoi  actual 
famine ;  the  fatid  incident  aroused  the  people  to  a 
sense  of  the  horrors  of  their  future.  \\  ild  vege- 
tables kept  life  in  nmnbers  of  enfeebled  bodies,  and 

the  emaciated  aspect  of  others  was  appall i up:.  Such 
was  the  condition  of  the  fortress  when,  on  the  15th 
of  January,  a  smaU  brig,  with  English  colours  flying, 
was  descried  off  Cabhta  Point,  makmg  for  the  east- 
ward. 

No  sooner  was  it  certain  that  the  yessd  was 
indeed  British,  and  that  she  was  steering  for  the  Bay, 
than  the  news  sped  swift  as  thought  through  the 
garrison.  Eager  to  satisfy  themselves  of  the  truth  of 
the  mtelligence,  the  excited  populace  rushed  in  m 
body  from  the  town  to  the  southward,  and  crowded 

itms  combining;  Cordova  wu  obliged  to  go  into  Cadis  to 
reftt ;  four  Towek  on  their  wsy  from  ports  in  GtUicts  were 
disabled  by  a  atoim,  sad  thus  Laogara  waa  left  with  osily  11 
ships  to  obstract  the  paaaage  of  Bodnc}  s  fleet 
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on  to  Euiopa  Point,  fiK>m  whence  they  oould  8ee  the 
littk  Tesael  ont  of  reach  of  the  enemyV  cruisers  enter* 
ing  the  Bay.  It  was  soon  ascertained  that  she  was  a 
government  ship,  and  one  of  the  convoy  destined  for 

Gibraltar. 

At  this  intelligenoe  the  despairing  inhabitants 
gave  vent  to  transports  of  frantic  joy,  cheers 
and  shouts  rent  the  air,  and  those  who  yesterday 
resigned  themselves  to  the  terrible  fiite  td  fiunine, 

were  now  seized  with  the  uncontrollable  emotions  of 
men  saved  from  impending  death.  But  their  san-* 
guine  hopes  were  damped  by  information  from  the 
master  of  the  brig,  lie  had  parted  company  with  the 
grand  fleet  under  Rodney  in  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  and 
hatl  passed  at  a  distance  the  sipuulrou  of  Don  Juan 
de  Langara,  off  Cape  St  Vincent.  The  strength  of  this 
squadron  he  was  not  able  to  make  out,  but  be  ex- 
pre^^ed  his  conviction  that  it  was  on  the  watch  for 
the  British  fleet.  The  night  was  spent  amid  tiem* 
bling   anxieties  for  the  morrow,  and  at  dawn  of 

day  every  eye  was  turned  to  the  westward,  in  the 
hope  of  seemg  the  expected  flotilla.   At  length  a  sail 

appeared,  creeping  slowly  for  the  Bay,  with  a  light 
westerly  breeze.  In  a  few  hours  she  anchored  safely, 
and  pru\cd  to  be  the  brig  "  Good  Design."  She 
brought  news  of  Admiral  Rodney,  from  the  8th 
of  January,  when  he  had  captured  the  Carracca 
Si^uadrou  oti  the  coast  of  Portugal,  but  the  result  of 
the  action  off  Cape  St  Vincent  was  still  unknown. 
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Two  days  afterwards,  the    Apollo"  frigate  came  in, 

bringing  intelligence  of  the  victory  over  the  Spaniards, 
and  she  was  followed  by  the  Phoenix/'  one  ot  the 
prizes,  having  on  board  the  Admiiid  Don  Jaan  do 

Langara. 

On  the  2l8t*  the  fleet  and  conyoy  were  in  sight, 

and  Admiral  Digby  made  the  Bay  with  the  "  Prince 
George,  ^  UO,*  "Invincible,"  "Resolution,"  and  "Ajax," 
seventy-foors,  "Triton,"  "Porcupine," and  "Pegasus," 
frigates,  with  a  number  of  transports  laden  with  all 
kinds  of  proyisions ;  one  vessd,  named  the  "  United 
Grocers,"  carrying  the  heterogeneous  cargo  of  beef, 
pork,  butter^  flour,  peas,  oatmeal,  raisins,  biscuit, 
coals,  iron  hoops,  and  candles.t 

Bodney,  with  the  disabled  prizes,  drifted  to  the 

*  Prince  William  (afterwards  King  of  England)  was  at 
this  time  midshipman  on  boatd  the  Frinoe  Geoige,'*  Admi- 
ral Digb/a  flag*alup,  Dnnkwater  idatea  the  following  anee* 
dote  respecting  him : — 

The  Spanish  Admiral  Bon  Jnan  Langaim  one  moning 
Tisited  Admiral  Digby,  to  whose  charge  the  prince  was  in- 
trusted^ and  Don  Langara  was  of  course  iiitrodiic-ed  to  his  Eoyal 
lliL'hnesa.  During  the  conference  between  the  adimrals.  iVince 
William  retired ;  and  when  it  was  intimated  that  Don  Juan 
wished  to  return,  H.  K  If.  appeared  in  his  character  of  mid- 
shipman, and  respectfully  mibrmod  the  admiral  that  the  boat 
was  ready.  The  Spaniard,  astonished  to  see  the  son  of  a  monarch 
acting  as  a  warrant  officer,  oould  not  hdp  exclaiming,  *  Well 
does  Gfeat  Britain  merit  the  empire  of  the  sea,  when  the  hum- 
hlest  stations  in  her  navy  are  supported  hj  princes  of  the 
hlood!*" 

t  MS.  Journal  of  the  Siege.  C<donial  Secretaiy^a  Ofiiee. 
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eastward,  near  Marbella,  but  reached  the  Rock  on  the 
25th  of  the  month.  Thus,  when  reduced  to  the 
extreme,  and  without  a  prospect  of  being  able  to 
bold  out  successfully  against  the  unpenetrable  block- 
ade which  the  enemy  never  for  a  moment  relaxed, 
the  garrison  was  amply  relieved  and  reinforced  with 
troops,*  anununition,  and  provisions,  f 

The  advent  ot  Ruduc)  was  the  turning  puint  in 
the  si^,  for  had  not  relief  arrived  when  it  did  the 
garrison  must  have  surrendered.    The  arrival  of  the 

*  The  78rd  regiment  arrived  st  this  time. 

t  "  To  Sir  Oeoige  Brjrdget  Bodoey,  Bart,  Adnirsl  of  the 

"  Gibraltar,  Jauuar^'  25th,  17B0. 

-Sir, 

**  T  am  iiuiiuiirtHl  with  your  letter  of  thin  d&y'» 
date,  inlbnning  me  that  His  Majesty's  bquaiiron  uiider  your  com- 
mind,  in  its  way  to  the  relief  of  Uiia  fortress,  had  captured  a 
considerable  convoy,  ladea  with  provisions ;  and  that  the  same, 
fiom  a  persnssion  that  tha  good  of  the  public  as  well  as  the 
aeeommodafcioa  of  the  ganisini  of  Gibraltar  would  be  Airtfaered 
therebjr,  are  brought  into  this  Baj. 

Ton  are  pleased,  with  the  universal  eosseDt  of  the  eafvton, 
to  make  roe  a  tender  thereof  for  His  Majesty's  service,  at  a 
price  to  be  ian  ly  a^ljusted  iu  preference  of  every  other  cuxiai- 
deratiou  whatstx'ver. 

"  I  accept  Willi  I  lie  utmost  gratitude  and  thaiikn  ihia  very 
generous  and  noble  proposal,  of  ^  much  importance  to  his 
Majesty  s  service  in  our  present  situation. 

**  I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  most  obedient  serrant^ 

Qioaea  A.  Euott.** 

so 
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fleet  was  celebrated  by  royal  salutes,  displays  of  Aags, 
and  general  signs  of  rejoicing ;  for  a  moment  all 
former  distresses  were  forgotten.  The  governor, 
though  apparently  sharing  the  general  gladness,  was 
anxious!)'  occupied  by  some  oiiiinous  movements  in 
the  enemy's  lines.  He  dreaded  that  the  Spaniards, 
.  thwarted  in  their  scheme  for  the  reduction  of  the  fort- 
ress by  famine,  at  tlie  very  moment  when  victory  was 
in  their  grasp,  would  revenge  themselves  by  pouring  in 
a  terrible  bombardment  from  the  powerful  batteries 
which  were  ready  to  open  at  any  moment.  Since 
the  coming  of  the  fleet,  several  new  works  had  been 
mimasked,  their  guns  were  elevated,  their  workmg 
parties  busy  in  the  trenchea,  and  there  were  signifi- 
cant sj  iiiptoms  of  an  approaching  bombardment. 

Mr  Logie,  the  British  (Jonsul  at  Tangier,  having 
received  the  message  sent  to  him  by  Rodney,  when 
off  Cape  St  Vincent,  to  prepare  supplies,  cattle,  &c., 
for  the  garrison,  collected  a  considerable  number  of 
bidlocks,  fowls,  fascines,  and  stores :  these  were  ready 
for  embarkation,  and  awaited  only  the  means  of  trans- 
port across  the  Straits. 

Three  vessels  therefore  were  sent  over  from  Gib- 
raltar under  ccmvoy  of  the  "Bedford,"  but  by  a 
laraentaljle  error,  which  w^as  not  discovered  till  too 
late,  the  naval  authorities  selected  ships  fitted  for 
troops,  already  full  of  provisions,  and  without  any 
capacity  for  stowage.    Very  few  of  the  live  stock,  and 
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an  inoonsidenible  portion  of  the  fascines,  only  oonld 

1)0  taken  on  board,  before  tlie  wind  tnrned  easterly, 
and  the  ships  had  to  return.  This  unfortunate  mis- 
take  had  no  small  effect  npon  the  fdtnre  provision- 
ing  of  the  garrison,  as  after  liodney  s  departure 
the  Spanish  cruisers  regained  the  masteiy  in  the 
Straits. 

On  the  13th  of  February,  Rodney  having  fulfilled 
his  instructions,  and  successfully  relieved  the  garrison, 
got  n rider  weigli  with  liis  fleet,  and  sailed  to  the  west- 
ward. The  departure  of  such  an  imposing  naval 
force  Wcos  a  p^at  misfortune  to  the  garrison.  As  long 
as  the  British  fleet  remained  in  Gibraltar  Bay  the 
navigation  of  the  Straits  was  open  to  the  English 
flag,  and  provisions  of  all  kinds  could  readily  be  ob* 
tained  from  Barbaiy.  The  influence,  too,  that  the  ' 
presence  of  such  a  powerful  squfidron  exercised  upon 
the  policy  of  the  Emperor  of  Morocco  was  productive 
of  much  advantage,  and  delayed  that  outburst  of  vin« 
dictive  teeiing  which  afterwards  led  to  tlic  c&pukiou 
of  all  British  subjects  from  Barbary,  and  the  open 
declaration  of  an  alliance  with  Spain.  But  the  urgent 
necessities  of  the  war  rendered  it  impossible  for  the 
government  to  leave  Rodney  icUe  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean. The  combined  fleets  of  Spain  and  i^'rance 
were  in  the  West  Indies.  The  islands  of  St  Vincent 
and  Grenada  had  been  captured,  an  action  \siihuut 
decisive  results  had  been  fought  between  Byron  and 

90* 
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D'Estamg,  and  ail  the  British  settlements  on  the  coast 
of  Africa  had  been  destroyed. 

The  British  fleet  had  scarcely  rounded  Cabrita 
Point  before  Admiral  BarceIo»  who,  on  the  appearance 
of  Rodney,  had  withdrawn  his  squadron  within  a 
iormidable  boom  in  the  harbour  of  Algeciras,  again 
anchored  his  ships  in  the  roadstead,  and  renewed  the 
blockade  with  his  cruisers.  Though  a  skiiiui  and 
courageous  seaman,  the  Spanish  admiral  appears  to 
have  treated  his  prisoners  with  a  severity  and  in- 
humanity unworthy  of  hiuL  In  more  than  one 
instance  his  conduct  drew  indignant  remonstianees 
irom  General  Ehott.* 

On  one  occasion  a  native  of  Gibraltar,  Gasparo 
Grande,  captain  of  a  xebeque,  who  had  been 
taken  into  Algeciras  by  the  Spaniards,  and  had 
afterwards  escaped,  made  a  statement  which  led 
to  a  correspondence  between  the  governor  and  Bar- 

*  "  I  am  extremely  sorry  that  there  are  sUegatioiis  of  Don 
Antonio  Barcelo't  treating  his  prisoners  of  war  in  a  msimer 
neitber  consistent  with  the  cuttoms  of  wtr,  nor  leeoneikble 
to  the  brave  ohancter  by  whidi  that  officer  haa  alwaya  been 
known  to  na."  Eliott  to  Lieat.-Gen.  Alwes  de  Botomayor, 
Harcb  2l8t,  1790. — ^NsTal  Oorreepondenoe,  Colonial  Secretaiy'a 
OfiBce,  Gibraltar. 

**Yoiir  Excellency  will  admit  that  not  only  my  Court,  but 
those  of  all  Kurope.  are  interested  iii  ihe  j^ood  trtvitment  of 
prisoners  of  war,  and  that  I  could  not  do  leas  than  I  have 
done  in  the  present  instance.*'  Eliott  to  iJotomayor,  March 
29th,  1780.— Naval  Curreapoudence,  CoL  Sec.  Office. 
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celo.     Gasparo  stated  that  an  accredited  agent 

of  the  Spanish  admiral  bad  induced  him  by  bribes 
and  other  influences  to  go  into  Algeciras  and  give 
information  respecting  the  condition  of  tlic  English 
troops  and  dctences  at  Gibraltar.  Acceding  to  the 
temptation,  he  went  over  to  Algeciras,  and  upon  his 
arrival  was  immediately  seized,  and  with  his  com- 
panions thrown  into  prison,  npon  the  plea  that  at 
some  former  time  he  had  given  intelligence  to  the 
K!i;Tlish  of  the  movements  of  the  Spanish  cruisers. 
While  in  confinement  the  prisoners  were  grossly 
ili-tR"at€il  and  abused. 

A  protest  against  this  conduct  having  been  sent 
to  Barcelo,  he  flatly  denied  the  truth  of  the  sll^a- 
tiuns,  but  the  evidence  was  too  strong  to  justUy  Gene- 
ral Eliott  in  acceptmg  the  disavowal,  and  he  wrote  to 
Barcelo  as  follows  : — "  You  are  pleased  to  think  me  too 
generous  to  beUeve,  Sir,  that  you  would  use  any 
indirect  means  to  gain  advantage  to  the  armies  of 
your  sovereign,  and  observe  that  you  are  very  correct 
in  treating  your  prisoners  according  to  the  established 
rights  of  nations.  Give  me  leave  then,  Sir,  freely  to 
oflier  it  as  my  opinion,  from  what  has  come  to  my 
knowledge  in  the  service,  that  it  is  not  the  custom  of 
Europe  to  make  any  distuictioa  in  the  treatment  of 
those  persons  who  by  the  fortune  of  war  become  our 
prisoners,  on  account  oi  an}  act  of  hostility  or  crim- 
inality of  which  they  may  be  supposed  to  have  been 
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guilty  prior  to  Uieir  being  made  prisoners.  .  .  .  And  I 
most  request  an  assuiance  from  you,  sir,  that  in  future 
all  prisoners  taken  by  any  under  your  command 
shall  be  treated  with  the  same  humanity  as  is 
customary  between  civOized  nations,  and  which  all 
British  officers  invariably  observe,  as  well  from  in* 
cUnation  as  from  the  positive  injunction  of  our 
gracious  sovereign.*' 

And  this  was  not  the  only  compkiint  that  General 
Eliott  had  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Spanish 
commander-in-chief.  When  the  Admiral  Don  Juan 
'  de  Langara  was  sufficiently  recovered,  he  and  his 
attendants  were  permitted  to  return  to  Spain,  on  the 
diatinct  understanding  that  there  should  be  a  mutual 
exchange  of  prisoners;  but  it  was  not  until  the 
commodore  of  our  squadron  intimated  his  intention 
of  formally  demanding  the  return  of  the  admiral  and 
the  Spanish  officers  with  him  on  parole,  that  the  con- 
ditions were  fuiMed. 

Previous  to  this  permission  having  been  granted 
to  Admiral  de  Langara  and  his  companions^  the 
Spanish  Gk>vemment*  had  behaved  with  such  an  entire 

*  Bodney  to  the  Admiralty. 

**  Sudwich,  GKbnltar  Bay,  Feb.  7th,  1780. 

"  I  must  desire  you  will  please  to  acquaim  iheir  Lordshipa 
that  every  attention  poRnible  hm  been  paid  to  the  Sfjaiiish 
admjr.il  nnd  his  oliicerH  ;  thfv  are  all  extremely  desiirouH  ot 
returniiiL;  to  Spain  npnn  their  parole  of  liunour;  but  aa  I  am 
informed  that  a  great  number  of  His  Majesty's  subjects  are 
now  prisonerB  in  Spun  I  have  declined  giring  them  any  $mat» 
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absence  of  good  faith  in  matteis  connected  with  the 
exchange  and  release  of  prisoners  that  Rodney  had 

been  compelled  to  refuse  the  repeated  entreaties  of 
the  Spanish  Admind  to  be  allowed  to  retnm  to  his 

own  coimtiy.    In  one  letter  he  says ;  — 

"Gibraltar,  Vebruary  6th,  1780. 

'*  Admiral  Rodney  presents  his  couipliuicnis 
to  Sr  Don  Juan  de  Langara,  and  will  have  great 

pleasure  in  complving  with  his  desire  relative  to  the 
release  of  the  three  friars  belonging  to  the  Capuchin 
mission  for  the  province  of  Cumanna,  if  those  friars 
arc  in  the  fleet.  The  admiral,  whose  inclination  u§ 
ever  to  aDeviale  the  misfortunes  of  war,  by  showing 
every  respect  and  attention  to  those  brave  men  who 
have  d(me  their  duty  to  their  king  and  country,  is  under 
the  necessity  of  informing  Sr  Don  Jnan  de  Langam 
that  the  release  of  himself  and  the  Spanish  officers 
entirdy  depends  upon  Spain's  immediately  releasing  all 
British  prisoners  now  in  her  power.  An  equal  number 
of  prisoners  shall  be  returned  for  those  sent  by  Spain. 
Humanity  obliges  the  admiral  to  oflPer  those  prisoners 
who  are  now  sick,  if  they  may  be  received  by  the 

aaeei  till  the  British  subjects  are  released ;  and  having  reoaived 
yesteidaj,  by  the  '  Shrewsbury,*  from  Lbboa,  a  letter  from 
His  ]faj6Sty*0  Consul-genenl  m  Portugal,  acquainting  me 
Hiait  he  liad  xdeaaed  626  Spanish  prisonen,  and  though  frequent 
promisei  had  been  made,  he  had  not  as  yet  leenfed  one  in 
return.  ThUa  letter  from  Sir  John  Hook  has  confinned  me  iu 
the  rei»olution  1  kad  before  uikeu.  ' 
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Spanish  General,  but  this  shall  be  the  last  time^  unless 
an  exchange  takes  place." 

To  this  Langararepliedy  acknowledging  that  there 
had  been  some  delay  on  the  part  of  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment, but  repeating  his  assurance  that  every  reparation 
would  speedily  be  made.  On  that  asauiance  he  and 
his  companions  would  have  been  permitted  to  leave ; 
but  the  Spanish  government  continued  to  quibble  and 
delay,  and  threats  alone  induced  them  to  comply  with 
their  word  of  honour,  an  obligation  which  in  Spam  is 
not  completely  understood.  To  cut  the  matter  skart, 
Rodney,  in  conjunction  with  Eliott,  gave  orders  for 
the  removal  of  the  Spanish  Admiral  to  England^  but 
on  the  very  monimg  when  the  embarkation  should 
have  taken  place,  a  message  was  received  from  General 
Alvarez  de  Sotomayor,  saying  that  the  English  prisoners 
were  on  their  way  to  St  Roqnc,  and  that  he  had  re- 
ceived positive  orders  from  his  sovereign  to  treat  them 
with  the  highest  respect  and  attention.  Upon  the 
receipt  of  this  assurance  Don  Juan  de  Langaru  was 
pmnitted  to  return  to  Spain.* 

After  the  departure  of  Rodney  five  vessels  of  war 
only  remained  in  the  Bay,  "  The  Edgar,"  *'  Panther," 
"Enterprise,"  "Porcupine,"  and  "Gibraltar."  The 
renewal  of  the  blockade  did  not  damp  the  reanimated 
spurits  of  the  troops ;  hopes  were  high ;  itwasbeUeved 

*  Bodiiey*8  despatches. 
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that  the  worst  period  of  suffering  was  past ;  the  stores 
and  magazines  were  plentifully  supplied ;  and  England 
had  shown  that  (Jibrailar  was  not  forgotten.  Little 
did  the  garrison  suspect  the  distress  that  was  encir- 
cling them. 

For  some  time  before  the  place  was  relieved  symp- 
toms of  scurvy  had  appeared  both  among  the  soldiers 
and  the  inhabitants.  At  first  tiicse  symptoms  had 
caused  considerable  a]ann»  but  when  the  convoy  had 
supplied  the  fortress  these  fears  subsided,  and  it  was 
confidently  expected  tiiat  an  increased  and  more  varied 
diet  would  subdue  the  threatenings  of  disease.  But, 
unfortunately,  sucli  was  not  the  case.  A  few  weeks  had 
scarcely  passed  before  the  reappearance  of  the  disorder 
in  a  more  malignant  form  aroused  the  attention  of  the 
authorities.  Means  were  not  at  hand  to  stay  its  pro- 
gress. The  provisions  in  store,  though  ample,  were 
exclusively  salt,  and  no  fresh  meat  could  be  procured. 
Lemons  there  were  none,  and  fruit  of  every  kind  was 
so  scarce,  that  it  was  reserved  for  the  hospitab  and 
the  sick. 

The  victuallmg  of  the  garrison,  which  to  healthy 

men  would  not  have  been  injurious,  was  ill  adapted  to 
cbeck  or  ward  off  a  tendency  to  scurvy,  bcarcely  a 
plot  of  ground  on  the  Rock  was  available  for  the  growth 
of  vegetables,  and  terraces  of  earth  were  raised, 
banked  up  with  walls,  on  which  small  quantities  of 
lettuces  or  cabbages  were  tiirefidly  cultured.    But  in 
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spite  of  every  care  and  foresight  the  disease  advanced 
with  skfw  and  certain  steps,  until  it  attained  a  terri* 

ble  \nnilenre,  and  swept  before  it  into  destruction 
ten  tunes  more  lives  than  fell  iiom  the  fiie  of  the 
enemy. 
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CIlAFlEli  XV. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  year  177U  a  coohiess, 
ariring  in  some  measnie  from  the  fiiilure  of  the  French 
invasion  of  Eiii,land,  had  spnmp^  up  between  the  two 
Bourbon  Courts  of  Spain  and  1 'ranee.  Tiie  melan* 
choly  condition  of  affairs  in  Great  Britain,  the  almost 
hopeless  contests  in  which  she  was  engaged,  and  the 
necessity  of  interrnpting,  if  possible,  the  amicable  rela- 
tions existing  between  the  Courts  of  Paris  and  Madrid, 
induced  the  English  ministry  to  grasp  at  the  opportunity 
offered  by  the  apparently  fevomrable  moment  to  renew 
negotiations  for  an  alliance  with  ^[min.  Once  more 
Gibraltar  was  pat  forward  as  an  allurement  to  King 
Charles,  and  as  a  bait  to  secnre  the  friendship  of  the 
nation.  Commodore  Johnson,  then  in  command  of  the 
British  squadron  on  the  Lisbon  station,  having  let 
fall  some  hints  that  his  go\criniicnt  might  not  be  in- 
disposed to  treat  for  an  alliance  with  Spain,  and  that 
the  cession  of  Gibraltar  would  be  the  basis  of  nego- 
tiations, Count  Florida  Blanca,  the  Spanish  mmister, 
persuaded  the  king  to  test  the  feelings  of  the  Bnglish 
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ministry  by  clandestine  proposak.  For  this  pur- 
pose he  pTociued  the  services  of  Mr  Hussey,  an 
Irish  priest,  chaplain  to  the  King  of  Spain,  uikI 
then  residing  in  England.  Through  the  instrument- 
ality of  this  person  negotiations  were  opened  with 
Mr  Cumberland,  Private  Secretary  to  Lord  George 
Germaine,  Minister  for  War.  The  purport  of  these 
negotiations  was  an  assurance  that  Spain  was  willing 
to  renounce  the  French  alliance,  on  condition  of  the 
restoration  of  Gibraltar,  for  which,  however,  she  offer- 
ed liberal  concessions  and  equivalents.  Impressed 
with  the  inestimable  importance  of  a  pacification  so 
essential  to  the  interests  of  the  country,  the  rainisters 
considered  it  unwise  to  reject  the  proposal,  and  Mr 
Hussey  was  accordingly  directed  to  return  to  Madrid, 
charged  with  a  letter  addressed  to  him  by  Lord  G. 
Germaine,  and  with  secret  instructions,  tending  to  a 
mediation  between  tlie  two  countries. 

The  progress  of  these  negotiations,  alike  dishon- 
ourable to  England  and  to  Spain,  is  so  ably  and  mi- 
iiuttly  described  by  Mr  Cumberland,  that  its  hbtorj' 
is  best  given  in  his  own  words. 

"  On  the  5th  of  December,  1779,  Mr  Ilussey  took 
his  departure,  and  reached  Madrid  on  the  29th ;  his 
character  and  situation  at  that  Court  gave  him  instant 
admission  to  the  minister,  Florida  Blanca.  He  exhi- 
bited to  him  the  letter  of  Lord  George  Germaine,  and 
he  supported  it  with  such  professions  on  liis  ovn\  part 
as  should  best  enforce  the  authority  oi  his  errand,  and 
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the  fheudly  dispoeitioa  of  this  Court.  Ue  found  the 
minister  under  the  unfavourable  impressions  which  he 
had  received  irom  Aimodovar,  all  which  lie  combated 
with  argnm^ts,  as  well  from  his  own  observations  as 

from  Lord  Cicor<xc*s  instructions  and  conversation  be- 
fore his  departure,  in  repeated  interviews  those 
unfriendly  impressions  abated ;  but  it  was  (1  jt  cted  to 
him  that  indiscreet  and  undigested  overtures  for  the 
cession  of  Gibraltar  had  come  from  Commodore 
Johnson  throuj^li  tli;*  channel  of  a  messenger  from 
Lisbon,  where  he  was  stationed ;  the  concealed  design 
of  which  was  to  cover  an  attempt  to  create  a  suspi- 
cion and  misunderstanding  between  that  Court  and 
France. 

"Notwithstanding  this  impediment,  Mr  ITussoy 
faithfully  persisted  in  the  purposes  of  his  undertaking, 
and  in  the  course  of  a  conversation  with  Florida 
Blanca,  took  occasion  to  probe  liim  upon  the  sup- 
posed  engagwent  of  Spain  vrith  France  not  to  make 
peace  without  her  j)articipation  and  concurrence.  The 
train  took  as  mteuded.  Piqued  at  the  sugges- 
tion, the  minister  rushed  to  his  cabinet,  took  out  his 
piipi  IS,  put  them  into  Mr  liussey  s  hands,  declaring 
on  his  honour  that  those  engagements  contained  the 
whole  of  what  had  been  stipulated  l)etween  the  two 
allied  Courts,  and  that  no  part  of  these  could  or  ever 
should  bind  Spain  in  the  manner  he  suggested.  She 
was  free  to  make  peace  with  England  independently, 
but  he  doubted  the  sincerity  of  the  British  Cabinet, 
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and  added  with  emphasis,  tiiut  Gibraltar  mmt  be  the 
ukUspeimAle  bona  of  the  negotiation, 

"  Equivalents  were  suggested,  though  without  pre- 
cision; large  pecuniary  allowances  for  stores  and 
artilleiy  within  the  Fort,  privileges  in  trade  accom- 
modation respect  to  America,  and  reciprocal 
cession  of  terhtoiy,  were  thrown  out  in  convenaftion.  ' 
In  fine,  a  letter  was  written  to  Mr  Ilussey  in  Count 
Florida  Blanca  s  own  hand,  expressive  of  the  like  gen- 
eral pacific  disposition  with  that  from  Lord  George 
Germaine.  At  the  same  time  private  instructions 
were  s^t  to  Mr  Hussejr^  on  which  he  was  to  found 
his  report  to  the  British  ministers,  and  he  was  dis- 
missed with  the  stipulation  that  he  should  send  back 
an  answer  or  return  himself  before  the  expiration  of 
Febi  uarv.  All  these  proceedings  His  Catholic  ]\Ia- 
jesty  sanctioned  with  lus  entire  approbation,  and  at 
parting  gave  his  benediction  to  Mr  Hussey,  charging 
Imu  to  return  with  peace. 

On  the  9th  of  January,  1780,  Mr  Hossey  left 
Madrid,  and  reached  London  on  the  29th.  I  saw  him 
the  very  night  of  his  arrival,  and  received  firom  him 
the  most  candid  and  favomabk  oommtmication  of  the 
various  events  of  his  visit  to  Madrid,  with  every  mi- 
nute circumstance  relative  to  the  situation  of  the 
Court,  the  temper  of  the  nation,  and  their  disposition 
towards  france.  No  proof  of  his  sincerity  was  on 
this  occasion  withheld ;  and  I  must  have  been  insens- 
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ible  to  the  truth  if  1  had  not  yielded  to  the  evidence 
of  BO  much  candour/* 

The  negotiations  having  assumed  a  sufficiently 
definite  shape  to  be  discussed  by  the  British  Govem- 
ment,  the  question  was  brought  forward  in  four  separate 
cabinet  councils.  "  On  this  occasion,"  says  Coxe,*  '*a 
series  of  conditions  appears  to  have  been  brought  for- 
ward, w  hich  were  intended  to  form  the  basis  of  tiiu 
pnypoaed  accommodation/' 

"The  importance  of  Gibraltar/'  it  was  observed, 
**  is  so  great,  and  the  national  vanity  is  so  interested  in 
keeping  so  extraordinary  a  possession,  that  it  seems 
uu possible  for  any  ministry  to  give  it  up  without  sti- 
pidating  an  equivalent.  It  appears  on  a  general  view 
of  the  subject,  that  as  it  would  be  very  advantageous 
to  bring  bpaiu  to  a  separate  peace,  Gibraltar  might 
be  yielded  on  the  following  conditions : — 

"  1st  Spain  shall  viul  J  aud  guaruutee  to  Great  Bri- 
tain the  island  of  Fario  Bieo. 

**2ndly.  She  shall  also  yield  and  gnanmtee  to  Great 
Britain  the  fortress  of  Omoa  and  its  territory. 

**  Srdly.  She  shall  likewise  jrield  and  guarantee  to 
Great  Britain  a  harbour  and  territory  sufficient  for 
erecting  a  fintress  in  the  Bay,  near  Gran. 

*'4thiy.  She  shall  not  only  purchase  at  the  full 
price  all  the  stores  and  artillery  left  at  Gibraltar,  but 
shall  also  pay,  before  she  ia  put  in  possession  of  it,  a 

*  Bourbon  Kings  of  Spun,  voL  iiL 
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sum  not  less  than  £2,000,000  sterling,  for  what  has 
been  laid  out  on  the  fortifications  since  Great  Britain 
first  possessed  it. 

'*  5thly .  She  shall  make  a  separate  peace  with  Great 
Britain,  shall  renounce  all  engagements  to  France,  as 
far  as  they  bind  her  to  take  part  in  this  or  any  other  war 
against  Great  Britain^  shall  renew  the  treaty  of  Paris 
in  every  particular,  except  such  alterations  as  are 
made  by  the  above-meutioned  articles. 

^*  6thly.  She  shall  engage  in  the  clearest  and  most 
solemn  manner  not  to  assist  the  British  Coloiues  in 
America,  nor  to  receive  any  minister  or  agent  from 
them,  nor  to  suffer  their  ships  to  enter  any  ports  in 
the  Spanish  dominions.  She  shall  agree  to  assist 
Britain  in  reducing  the  colonies  to  obedience,  or  if 
this  cannot  be  obtained,  we  should  at  least  insist  that 
Spain  expressly  bind  herself  not  to  harbour  in  her 
dominions  any  subjects  of  the  king  that  are  deemed 
rebels,  but  compel  them  to  depart  in  a  week  s  time 
otter  the  requisition  shall  have  been  made  by  the 
king's  ministers  in  His  Majesty's  naiac.  This  stipu- 
lation to  be  mutual,  and  the  king  to  make  a  like  en- 
gagement with  regard  to  ihe  lebdlioos  subjects  of  the 
Crown  of  Spain. 

"  A  cessation  of  arms  to  be  agreed  upon  as  soon 
as  the  above  articles  are  signed  and  ratified;  but  the 
cession  of  Gibraltar  on  our  part  and  that  of  Porto 
Rico  on  the  part  of  Spain  not  to  take  place  until  the 
American  rebellion  is  ended/' 
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In  the  end^"  Mr  Cumberland  tells  iis»  "  it  was 
resolved  tliat  the  secretaries  of  state  should  in  person 

jointly  communicate  to  Mr  Hussey  the  result  of  these 
deliberations  and  the  mind  of  the  British  ministry 
towards  the  proposed  accommodation  with  Spain. 
This  was  done  at  the  Earl  of  Hillsborough's  house. 
Lord  Stormont  being  present  Mr  Hussey  was  then 
told  he  might  safely  state  the  sincere  disposition  of 
the  king  and  his  ministers  towards  so  desirable  an 
oi)jcct  as  peace  aiitl  ^uod  understanding  witli  Spain, 
that  the  war  in  which  Great  Britain  found  herself 
engaged  was  totally  unprovoked  on  her  part,  and  its 
conclusion  was  at  all  times  in  the  breast  of  Spain,  if 
she  choee  to  revert  to  the  basis  of  the  Treaty  of 

Paris  " 

With  respect  to  Gibraltar,  not  a  syllable  that 
could  mislead  Spain  into  hopes  upon  that  article* 
which  it  was  evident  she  liad  so  much  at  heart,  was 
suffered  to  drop.  On  the  contrary.  Lord  8tormont 
(not  without  some  vehemence  of  speech  and  action) 
declared  to  Mr  Hussey,  "  if  Spain  would  lay  before 
him  the  map  of  her  empire,  to  take  his  choice  of  an 
equivalent,  and  three  weeks  to  fix  that  choice,  he 
should  not  be  able  in  that  period  to  find  in  all  the 
dominions  of  Spain  what,  in  his  judgment,  would 
balance  the  cession  of  Gibraltar." 

Mr  Hussey  was  further  instructed  to  state  that 
Conimuilore  Johnstone  had  no  authority  whatever  for 
the  hints  he  had  thrown  out  regarding  Gibraltar,  and 

21 
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the  cabiDet  "jointly  mid  severally"  disavowed  the 
overtures  which  had  been  made.  This  reply»  so  dif- 
ferent from  what  he  had  expected,  staggered  Hussey. 
flushed  with  rage  and  irntatioa^  he  instantly  sought 
Mr  Cumberland,  and  with  ungovernable  violence 
accused  the  cabinet  of  duplicity  and  falsehood,  and 
inveighed  in  unmeasured  terms  against  the  indivi- 
duals who  he  imagined  had  combined  to  dupe  him. 
Mr  Cumberland  attempted  to  reason  with  him  in 
vain ;  but  at  length,  assuming  an  air  of  authority, 
assured  him  that  he  might  act  as  he  pleased,  that  he 
mighty  as  he  threatened,  send  his  opinion  of  the  Brit- 
ish cabinet  to  Spain,  but  that  counter-declarations 
should  go  from  authority  by  express  commission ;  and 
he  pointed  out  to  him  the  position  in  which  he  would 
find  himself  "  when  it  wds  understood  in  Spain  that 
his  want  of  temper  had  given  a  false  colouring  to 
a  transaction  of  such  consequence/'  Toward  the  close 
of  the  interview  he  became  calmer,  but  n  inaliicd 
under  the  impression  that  he  had  been  deliberately 
duped  by  the  eabmet.  On  the  following  day,  a  se- 
cond meeting  between  Mr  Hussey  and  Mr  Cum- 
berland took  place,  when  it  was  arranged  that  a  letter 
should  be  written  to  Florida  Blanca,  explaining  the 
situation  of  the  negotiation,  but  still  holding  out  some 
ho[)e  that  tlie  cession  of  Gibraltar  might  he  procured. 
This  letter  was  written  under  the  eye  of  Cumberiand, 
who  was  fully  aware  of  its  contents,  and  who,  indeed, 
made  several  alterations  in  its  composition.  There 
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can  be  little  doubt  that  the  puiport  of  thk  document 
was  communicated  immediately  to  the  cabinet.* 

This  letter  was  inn  i  h  diately  transmitted  to  Madrid. 

It  reached  florida  Bhnca  almost  simultaneously 
^\  ith  the  news  of  the  defeat  of  Don  J  uaii  ile  Laugara  and 
the  relief  of  Gibraltar  by  Rodney.  These  two  reverses 
acted  with  considerable  weight  upon  the  policy  which 
tlie  minister  intended  to  pursue.  It  was  now  more 
than  ever  doubtful  whether  Spain  would  gain  Oibial* 

•  Mr  HiuMj  to  Count  Florida  Blaaca. 

"  Feb.  lath,  1780, 

**  Upon  my  arrival  here,  wluch  wm  15  days  ago,  I 

reported  your  Excellency's  instructions  to  me  to  the  British 
cabinet.  They  conBidered  the  matter  with  assiduity  for  mve- 
rul  days,  but  the  tender  of  Gibraltar,  an  a  previous  and  indis* 
|HMi!*ablL'  article  of  the  treaty,  in  what  the  cabinet  could  not 
be  broui,'lit  to  ^rant.  They  offer  to  treat  upon  the  bjwis  of  the 
Treaty  of  Paris,  and  then  Spain  may  start  the  subject  under 
the  title  of  Change  of  Territory.  QrMt  Britain  wiU  enter  into 
the  negotiations  in  this  shape,  and  will  in  the  issue  eon* 
linoe  the  world  of  her  sinoerity  in  her  wishes  for  an  accom- 
modatiop  with  Spain.  If  your  Excellency  think  this  a  suffi- 
cient ground  to  open  a  ties^,  €hwat  Britain  will  iqppoint  a 
person  to  tnnsnct  the  afisir  with  secrecy  and  despstch,^*4psin 
appointing  one  at  the  ssme  time.  And  if  your  KKcelleniy  will 
allow  me  a  conjecture  on  it  as  it  stands,  I  really  beHere  that 
they  will  cede  Gibraltar  upon  terms  ;  but  tor  this  I  have  no 
authority  from  the  BritiH)!  cabinet,  neitlier  writt^jn  nor  verbal. 
Tlie  eubmei  here  disu^uw  haviui;  ^iven  aiiv  commi**8ion  or 
instruction  to  Johnstone  relative  to  the  proposals  ho  made  to 
Spain,  and  they  say  they  hope  his  imprudence  will.nut  obstruct 
this  negotiation.** 
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tar  by  force  of  arms,  and  the  motive  for  securing  it 
by  negotiation  received  a  fiesh  impulse. 

Coimuuuictiti(jiis  were  therefore  kept  up  by  means 
of  Hussey  with  the  BhtiBh  cabinet,  and  ultimately  Mr 
Cumberiand  was  sent  to  Lisbon,  where  he  was  to 
wait  until  reports  favourable  or  unfavourable  respect* 
ing  the  prosperity  of  the  negotiations  could  be  sent  to 
him  by  Hussey  from  Madrid.  If  favourable,  he  was 
to  repair  to  Madrid,  and  conduct  the  transaction  to  an 
issue.  After  a  short  delay  at  Lisbon,  Mr  Cumberiand 
proceeded  to  tlie  Spanish  Court,  and  had  several 
interviews  with  Florida  Blanca.  The  month  of  June 
had  passed,  and,  notwithstanding  vehement  profes- 
sions of  a  desire  for  a  peaceful  settlement  of  the 
question,  no  arrangement  was  concluded. 

In  July  and  August  intelligence  reached  Madrid, 
which  visibly  affected  the  demeanour  and  policy  of 
1  loiida  Blanca.  Exaggerated  colourings  of  the 
Anti-papal  riots  in  EngUnd  magnified  the  freaks  of 
Lord  George  Gordon  into  a  general  rebellion  ;  and 
the  downM  of  the  cabmet,  or  perhaps  a  more 
serious  catastrophe,  was  contemplated.  At  the  same 
time,  a  powerful  French  fleet,  under  d'Estainj;,  reac  hcd 
Cadiz  with  the  avowed  intention  of  assisting  Spain 
in  the  conquest  of  Gibraltar,  and  England  was 
threatened  with  additional  opposition  irom  the  iS  orth- 
em  Powers. 

To  relinquish  the  claim  to  Gihiahur  as  a  basis 
of  the  negotiation  appeared  suicidal  at  such  a  moment. 
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especially  as  the  coK^peiaticm  of  France  rendered  its 

reduction  uhnost  certain.  Influenced  by  these  con- 
stderationSy  the  tone  of  Florida  Blanca  suddenly 
changed.  Gibraltar  was  again  insisted  upon  as  the 
basis  of  a  treaty. 

Gibraltar/'  exclaimed  the  minister, is  an  object 
tor  which  the  kin-;  my  master  will  break  the  faimly 
compact  and  every  other  engagement  with  France." 
Upon  these  conditions  Mr  Cumberland  refused  to 
treat,  and  llusscy  was  again  despatched  to  Loudon 
to  probe  the  feelings  of  the  cabinet ;  but  the  govern- 
iiuuit  had  decided  upon  arresting  the  negotiation,  and 
Mr  Cumberland  returned  home.* 

*  Coxe  saya  that  this  negotiation  was  at  u<>  time  a  govem* 
meat  meuure.  Literally  this  may  be  true,  but  it  is  impossible 
to  roppoee  that  the  cabinet  were  not  swaie  of  the  traoMctioiit 
or  that  tbey  did  not  give  it  the  oonntenMiGe  of  their  eopport 
in  iti  earlier  ftsgei. 

It  was  proposed,**  njs  Coxe»  and  oontinued  bj  Lord 
George  Gennaine  alone,  with  the  tacit  perauMion  of  Lord 
North,  whote  known  pliancy  of  temper  waa  OTeroome  bjr  the 
impetuosity  of  his  coUea^e. .  .  .  Mr  Hnssey,  when  on  hia 
journey  to  Spain,  triuinpliantly  observt'd  to  a  friend  that  *  he 
had  Oibmltar  in  his  porket.'  In  the  counto  ol*  cou?or!»ation, 
he  however  admitted  t)iat  although  Lord  Oeor!*c  Germaino 
had  decidedly  and  explicitly  expressed  hi*  readiness  to  aijree  to 
the  cession  as  the  pric^  of  a  separate  peace,  yet  the  case  was 
fur  otherwise  with  Lord  North,  whom  he  had  only  once  seen, 
and  then  reeeifed  from  him  the  dedaiation  that  *  OibrmlUtr* 
waa  a  forbidden  word  which  moat  nerer  paaa  hia  lipa.** 

Coxe,  page  427,  toL  iii.,  wajE,  "  The  negotiation  waa  tkrowm 
mio  lie  eabimet,  and  a  aeries  of  oonditiomi  were  proposed  aa 
eqiiiTalflnts  Ibr  GKbcaltar.** 
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The  history  of  this  extraordinary  transaction  is 
most  mysterious.  Originated  by  the  commodore  of 
a  coasting  squadioii,  whom  we  may  suppose  to  have 
been  entirely  ignorant  of  the  ideas  of  the  British 
cabinet,  seriously  entertained  by  the  Spanish  minister, 
though  traceable  only  to  the  tabic-talk  of  an  obscure 
individual,  transmitted  to  England  by  the  hands  of  an 
Irish  pncst,  and  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  cabinet 
through  the  medium  of  a  spy,  these  proposals  expanded 
into  a  serious  andiemarkable  negotiatimi,  a  negotiation 
which,  had  it  been  completed  upon  the  condition:* 
which  the  govenunent  demanded,  would  have  exer- 
cised an  inconceivable  influence  over  the  destinv  of 
the  world.  How  deeply  the  Bntish  cabinet  were 
committed  to  this  measure  it  is  impossible  to  con- 
jecture ;  but  that  it  was  gravely  entertained,  and 
regarded  as  a  means  of  freeing  Britain  from  the 
crisis  of  her  perilous  situation,  admits  of  little  doubt. 
The  progress  of  the  negotiation  was  so  sagaciously 
condncted,  that  although  the  cession  of  Oibmltar  was 
known  to  be  the  ba^is  upon  which  any  treaty  must 
rest,  the  cabinet  were  able  in  theur  reply  to  the  over- 
tures for  peace  from  Madrid  to  ignore  altogether  all 
knowledge  of  any  reference  to  such  a  proposal. 

The  conduct  of  Spain  in  the  aflair  is  leas  perplexing ; 
having  in  view  liei  darling  object,  the  recover}*  of  Gib- 
raltar, she  had  entered  upon  the  conferences  with  eager- 
ness and  sincerity ;  but  when  she  beheld  England  strug- 
ghng  with  accumulating  difficulties,  and  found  that 
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Fiance  was  prepared  to  assist  her  in  the  attempt  to  sub- 
due the  coveted  Kock  fortress,  she  abandoned  the  idea  of 

obtaining  its  cession  by  the  grant  of  valuable  equiva- 
lents, and  preferred  to  attempt  its  restoration  by  force 
of  ai'ms.  Thus  the  Cuuiberland-Hussey  negotiatiou 
produced  at  least  one  of  the  effects  anticipated  by 
Florida  Blanca — it  stimulated  France  to  more  active 
proofis  of  her  alliance  with  Spain,  and  forced  from  her 
a  zealous  co-operation  in  the  attacks  upon  Minorca, 
Gibraltar,  and  Jamaica. 

Whilst  these  negotiations  between  the  Courts  of 
London  and  Madrid  had  been  in  progress,  Count 
Florida  Blanca  secretly  plotting  with  the  Russian 
minister  for  the  formation  of  a  confederacy  hostile  to 
England.  Europe  had  long  witnessed  with  jealousy 
the  vast  naval  power  of  Great  Britain,  and  Russia  was 
not  mistaken  when  she  assumed  that  any  measure 
calculated  to  subvert  that  power  would  be  readily 
acquiesced  in  by  other  states. 

The  principle  that  a  friendly  or  neutral  flag  might 
carry  on  the  trade,  both  coasting  and  general,  of  hostile 
nations,  that,  in  fact,  free  ships  make  free  goods,  had 
never  been  recognized  by  England*  The  adoption  of 
such  a  principle  would,  it  was  expected,  ruin  her 
commerce  in  time  of  war  and  irreparably  injure  her 
marine.  To  establish  a  new  naval  code  involving  this 
regulation  was  the  scheme  of  Russia,  instigated  by 
the  Court  of  Madrid* 

If  we  are  to  credit  the  statement  of  Florida 
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Blanca.  this  measure  took  its  rise  in  the  cabmet  of 
Spain ;  and  the  constant  detention  and  seizure  of  nentral 
vessels  conveying  English  property  tkiough  the  Straits 
of  Gibraltar  during  the  blockade  was  put  forward  as 
the  exciting  cause. 

"To  deprive,"*  says  the  Spanish  mmister,  **our 
enemies  of  every  maritime  alliance  which  might  incom- 
laode  us  in  case  of  a  rupture,  by  the  order  of  your 
Majesty  I  cultivated  a  good  correspondence  with  the 
Court  of  Russia.  . . . 

"  France  entered  into  similar  ideas,  and  wc  not  only 
prevented  Russia  from  uniting  with  England  during 
the  war,  but  even  prevailed  on  her  to  send  us  pur^ 
paaefy  im  of  her  frigate  charged  with  naval  stores, 
at  the  time  when  the  war  prevented  the  transport  of 
them,  for  the  equipment  of  our  fleet. 

We  also  succeeded  in  inducing  the  Empress  of 
Russia  to  place  herself  at  the  head  of  almost  all  the 
neutral  nations  to  support  the  honour  of  her  flag.  .  .  • 
Permit  me,  Sire,  here  to  touch  upon  an  intrigue  cm- 
ployed  to  strike  this  blow,  whicli,  although  attributed 
to  Russia  and  firmly  supported  by  her,  took  its  rise 
in  the  political  cabinet  of  your  Majesty  and  in  the 

maxim  you  adopted  The  execution  of  this 

article  (the  detention  of  neutral  vessels  carrying  ene* 
niy's  effects),  and  the  facility  which  we  possessed  by 
the  blockade  of  Gibraltar  to  detain  vessels  conveying 

*  Florida  Blanca*!  Bepresentatioiu. 
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English  property  at  the  passage  of  the  Straits,  ex* 
cited  universal  clamour  among  the  maritime  neutral 

nations.  I  was  attacked  by  the  ministers  of  Sweden, 
Denmark,  Holland,  Russia,  Prussia,  Venice,  Genoa, 
and  others,  to  put  a  stop  to  the  injuries  which 
their  commerce  suitered  by  the  detention  of  so  many 
vessels/' 

To  tlase  remonstrances  Florida  Blanca  raphe  d. 
That  if  the  English  marine  were  permitted  to  seise 
tlic  Spanish  cargoes  when  under  a  friendly  or  neutral 
flag,  Spain  would  imitate  the  example." 

The  matter/'  he  continues,  '*  being  thus  prepared 
to  throw  the  odium,  as  was  just,  upon  tlie  English, 
and  to  incite  the  neutral  powers  to  the  defence  of  their 
iiag,  Russia  brought  forward  an  idea,  of  which  we 
dexterously  pioflted/' 

lliis  idea  was  the  celebrated  "armed  neutrality/' 
a  confederacy  which,  although  aimed  apparently  at  ail 
the  belligerents,  affected  England  alone.  This  mea- 
sure involved  three  leading  j)rinci[)les :  —  that  free 
ships  make  free  goods  ;  that  contraband  articles 
are  only  such  as  treaty  stipulates ;  and  that  block- 
ade?^, to  be  acknowledged,  must  be  stringent  and 
effective. 

For  a  moment  Russia  seemed  to  waver  in  her 
decision,  whether  or  not  to  issue  the  declaration  estab* 
lishing  this  new  naval  code,  but  a  previously  con- 
certed interference  with  some  iiussiau  vessels  in  the 
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Straits  of  Gibraltar^  by  the  Spanish  fleet,  and  au 
nnfortunafte  collision  between  a  Dutch  and  English 
squadron,  determined  the  question.* 

On  the  26th  of  February,  Qaeen  Catharme  issued 

the  celebrated  declaration  known  as  the  "  armed 
neutrality." 

Foreseeing  in  this  measure  the  dements  for  the 

subversion  of  the  naval  superiority  of  Great  Britain, 
the  confederacy  was  eageiiy  recognised  not  only  by 
the  neutral  states,  but  also  by  the  great  powers  of 
Europe.  Spain  was  the  first  to  accede  to  the  new 
code,  the  king  stating  in  his  manifesto  ''that  to  con- 
vince the  neutral  powers  of  his  earnest  desire  to 
observe  the  same  rules  in  time  of  war  which  he  follow- 
ed while  neuter,  His  Majesty  conforms  to  all  the  points 
contained  in  the  declaration  of  Russia.  It  is,  how* 
ever,  to  be  understood  that  with  regard  to  the  block- 
ade of  Gibraltar,  the  danger  of  entering  subsists  as 

* 

•  "  At  Icnqtli,  however,  two  events  contributed  to  fix  the 
rcHolution  of  the  Empress.  T)ie  iirst  waa  the  detention  of 
fleveral  Dutch  ships  under  the  protection  of  Admiral  Beyhind, 
who  was  compelled  by  a  British  squadron  to  strike  his  flag  and 
permit  bis  convoy  to  be  searched.  The  second  was  the  con- 
certed opposition  of  the  Spanish  fleet  to  the  paauge  of  the 
Straits  (of  Gibraltar)  hj  some  Bnssian  ships  not-  laden  with 
prohibited  articles.  Neither  address  nor  activity  wis  want- 
ing to  profit  b7  the  flist  impulse  of  reeentment  which  the  Bm^ 
prM  felt  on  this  oocasion."— Coace,  Boorbon  Kmge  of  Spain, 
voL  tti. 
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detennined  by  the  fourth  article  of  the  declaratioD. 
This  danger  may  yet  be  avoided  by  nentral  powers,  if 

they  coniunii  to  the  rules  of  prevention  established  by 
His  Majesty's  dedaration  of  the  13th  of  March  hat,  as 
h.'is  been  comiuunicatcd  to  the  Court  of  Russia  by  his 
minister." 
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CHAPTER  XVL 

The  spring  of  17S0  had  passed  away,  and  the 
enemy  had  not  commenced  active  operations  before 
Gibraltar.  The  system  of  a  blockade  was  still  adhered 
to,  and,  as  it  seemed,  with  prospects  oi  success. 
Scanty  supplies  only  reached  the  garrison,  and  sick- 
ness was  doing  its  rapid  work. 

The  small  British  squadron  that  remained  in  the 
Bay,  though  not  powerful  enough  to  cope  with  Bar. 
ceio  s  force,  had  m  one  or  two  instances  succeeded  m 
convoying  small  craft  with  provisions  from  Minorca 
into  the  harbour.  Jealous  even  of  this  slight  relief, 
the  Spaniards  determined  to  destroy  the  squadron,  and 
thus  to  prevent  the  arrival  of  the  smallest  succour. 

The  scheme  was  organized  by  Admiral  Barcelo, 
and  the  plan  was  well  designed,  but  not  equally  well 
executed.  On  a  very  dark  and  dreary  night,  between 
the  6th  and  7th  of  June,  seven  iire-ships  full  of  com- 
bustibles, supported  by  a  crowd  of  row-boats  and 
galleys  completely  armed,  set  out  from  Algeciras. 
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The  expedition  was  covered  by  the  Spanish 
squadron  under  Baroelo  in  person,  and  as  the  wind 
and  weather  were  favourable  everything  augured  well 
for  success.  The  preparations  had  been  made  with 
so  much  secrecy  that  the  British  sailors  had  no 
conception  of  their  danger. 

About  one  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  7th,  a 
vessel  was  observed  approaching  the  "Enterprise/' 
which  lay  off  the  new  mole  head.  She  was  instantly 
hailed,  and  replied  a  "  Provision  ship  from  England 
the  frigate  hailed  agam  but  received  no  answer ;  in 
4;he  next  moment  a  mass  of  combustibles  was  thrown 
on  board,  and  sL\  fire-ships  were  seen  bearing  down 
in  the  form  of  a  crescent;  The  captain  of  the  "  £n« 
terprise  "  fired  three  guns  and  gave  the  alarm,  all  the 
boats  were  manned,  and  orders  were  given  to  seize 
and  grapple  the  blazing  vessels.  This  service  was 
performed  with  the  greatest  gallantry  amid  showers 
of  shells  and  fire-works*  and  the  ships  were  run 
ashore  in  various  places  alonpj  the  Rock.  In  the 
mean  time,  two  large  vessels  were  seen  bearing  down 
on  the  Panther/'  but  they  were  met  with  such  a 
fierce  fire  that  they  soon  ignited^  and  were  consumed 
without  doing  any  injury. 

Immediately  the  alarm  was  raised,  the  batteries 
opened  and  kept  up  a  heavy  fire  upon  the  boats  and 
galleys.  Nothing  could  exceed  the  courage  of  the 
seamen  on  this  occasion.  The  night  was  so  dark  that 
the  fire-ships  were  alongside  almost  as  soon  as  they 


Digitized  by  Google 


HISTORY  OF  GIBRALTAR 


were  in  sight,  aiid  had  not  the  wind  dropped  to  a 
GBlm,  at  the  time  when  a  breeze  was  want^  to  cany 
them  among  the  si^uadron,  no  efforts  could  have 
averted  a  catastrophe. 

At  day-break  Barcelona  baffled  squadron  returned 
to  Algcciras.  During  the  conflagration  of  the  fire- 
ships,  the  scene  on  the  Bock  was  most  imposing, — ^the 
fldiues,  roiiiing  from  the  ports  and  hatches,  lit  up  the 
gloomy  darkness  for  miles  around,  and  cast  a  lurid 
glare  upon  the  rugged  precipices,  the  sheik  and  com- 
bustibles spread  and  burst  in  showers^  a  hundred 
guns  thundered  from  the  batteries  on  shore,  and  ie» 
echoed  along  the  mountain-side.  The  stranded 
vessels  were  turned  to  good  account  by  the  garrison ; 
fuel  was  scarce,  and  the  hulls  were  broken  up  and  sold 
for  firing  to  the  inhabitants.* 

Baffled  in  their  attempt  to  destroy  the  British 
squadron  with  the  fire-ships,  the  enemy  resorted  to 
other  schemes  for  the  annoyance  of  the  garrison.  A 
fleet  of  gun-boats  was  organized,  which,  under  cover  of 
the  dark  nights,  approached  within  gun-shot  of  the 
shore  and  fired  upon  the  town  and  barracks.  These 
gun-boats  were  strongly  constructed,  felucca  rigged,  « 
with  ktine  sails,  and  double  banked  for  oars.  Each 
carried  a  26-pounder  in  the  bow.  Under  oars  they 
had  great  speed. 

When  they  first  came  out  the  English  navy 

*  A  single  rib,  a  few  feet  in  length*  fetched  nine  doUsrs.— 
JncOL 
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derided  and  despised  these  bum-boats,  as  they 
were  contemptuously  termed ;  but  they  soon  proved 
to  be  the  most  fonmdable  enemies  the  seamen  hiid 
yet  had  to  deal  with. '  As  they  always  attacked  at 
night,  and  generally  chose  the  darkest  hours,  it  was 
impossible,  iroui  the  dimmutive  and  ever-chauging 
mark  they  presented,  to  bring  the  gons  to  bear  upon 
them.  Night  after  night  these  relentless  torments 
threw  their  shot  into  every  part  of  the  fortress, 
driving  the  inhabitants  from  place  to  place  without  a 
moment's  rest.  Even  the  hc^pitals  did  not  escape,  and 
many  of  the  sick  were  killed  in  their  beds.  These 
constant  night  bombardments  harassed  the  troops 
more  than  any  duty  they  had  to  perform.  Some- 
times by  accident  or  skill  the  enemy  got  the  exact 
range  of  a  barrack  or  camp,  and  pouring  in  a  heavy 
fire  obliged  the  inmates  to  leave  their  rest  and  flee 
for  shelter.  At  first  the  batteries  attempted  to  check 
the  gun-boats,  and  kept  up  a  constant  cannonade, 
guided  by  tlic  flashes  of  the  guns,  but  it  was  soon 
found  that  this  uncertain  tiring  was  mere  waste  of 
ammunition,  and  the  batteries  relapsed  into  silence.* 
A  letter  from  General  Eliott,  written  in  August, 

*  In  ft  **  Ladjr*8  Journal  of  the  Siege  **  there  it  a  most 

touching  account  of  iha  miseries  these  gun-boaU  caufled. 
Deacribing  her  own  sufferinifi!,  she  mentions  h«»\v  »he  waa 
driven  nii;ht  after  uiglit  from  place  to  place,  until  at  len^tli  she 
%v:iii  coin|[H*lle(l  to  sleep  with  her  chilJreu  behind  the  rockn  at 
Europa.  Even  here  she  was  not  sate  ;  one  night  a  round  shot 
struck  the  stone  beneath  which  she  was  Grouching. 
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gives  a  view  of  the  condition  aud  prospects  of  the 
garrison  at  this  time.* 

"  Dear  General, 

"  The  vessel  which  carries  my  letter  of 
the  22nd  inst.  not  sailing  as  intended,  gives  me  an 
opportunity  of  thanking  you  for  your  very  obhguig 
letter  of  the  26th  July  (duplicate),  brought  by  a  boat 
which  arrived  here  yestcrdiiv  in  eight  days  from  Mi- 
norca, very  properly  laden  both  for  our  use  and  his 
own  advantage.  I  rather  think  the  small  boats  have 
the  best  chauce  of  escaping,  a  thing  not  easy  ou  ac- 
count of  the  numberless  cruisers  of  all  sises,  from  a  74 
to  a  felucca,  which  spread  across  the  Straits ;  at  pre- 
sent our  sea  force  can  afford  no  protection.  The 
patrons  of  the  vessels  are  not  aUowed  to  bring  any- 
thmg  of  the  provision  kind  for  private  persons,  nor 
even  for  the  governor,  eveiything  is  sold  in  public. 
Before  such  regulations  were  made,  at  least  one-third 
of  each  vessel's  cargo  was  employed  for  selfish  pur- 
poses ;  in  our  situation  nothing  could  be  so  mortify- 
ing. What  use  the  enemy  proposes  from  gun-boats 
and  fire-ships  I  cannot  conjecture;  the  fortress  is 
proof  against  an  attack  d  euibMe,  though  assisted  by 
a  distant  bombardment,  as  every  soldier,  except  those 
on  duty,  will  sleep  in  casemates  or  camp  out  of  mortar 
reach.  Where  now  placed,  even  our  guards  lie  mostly 

*  Gkoerml  Eliott  to  Lieut.-^eiieral  Mumy,  Minorca. 
Gibraltar,  August  27th,  1780.   Colonial  Secretaiy't  papera. 


Digitized  by  Google 


ACTIVITY  OF  THE  £NKMY. 


in  bomb  proo&.  The  rotten  part  of  the  town  may 
suffer,  but  the  damage  will  not  be  great ;  in  this  cli- 
mate night  alarms  are  in  no  way  hurttul  to  the  troops. 
We  don't  suppose  Mons.  de  Ternay  joined  the  Span- 
iards. Mons.  O'Reilly  did  not  go  with  them,  but  is 
in  great  iavour  and  just  made  governor  of  Cadiz,  in 
addition  to  Captain-general  of  Andalusia^  a  thing 
uncommuu. 

**  Mons.  d'Estaing,  destined,  as  they  say,  for  the 

Cadiz  fleet,  is  at  Madrid,  but  detained  by  a  hurt  from 
being  overturned  in  a  cariiage. 

Our  climate  and  yours,  I  believe,  are  much  upon 
a  par,  but  you  have  taken  a  longer  spell  than  me." 

As  the  year  (1780)  advanced  the  sufferings  of  the 
garrison  increased.  Provisions  became  scarce,  the  salt 
meat  turned  bad,  and  the  scurvy  gained  a  fatal  hold 
upon  the  troops.  In  the  camp  the  enemy  were  active 
carrying  large  quantities  of  stores  to  their  hues  in 
covered  waggons,  streugtheiiing  and  advancing  their 
approaches,  exercising  their  men,  and  adding  to  the 
park  of  artillery.  The  blockade  had  become  more  im- 
jKjnetruble  than  ever,  countless  armed  cruisers  swept 
the  Straits  from  Tarifa  to  Tetuan,  while  at  night  the 
gun-boats  anil  galleys  formed  a  chain  from  Cabrita  to 
Europa  Point.  Availing  themselves  of  the  darkness 
of  the  night  on  the  last  day  of  September,  the  enemy 
threw  up  a  breastwork  on  tiie  isthmus,  between  Land 
Fort  gardens  and  the  Round  Tower,   This  epaulment 

S3 
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was  about  GO  or  70  feet  in  length,  and  approached 
within  800  yards  of  the  British  lines.  The  same 
night  the  huts  in  the  garden  were  set  on  firr  and 
destroyed,  and  an  attempt  was  made  to  burn  the 
gates  at  Bayside  and  Lower  Forbes's  guard-honse. 
The  party  told  off  for  this  service  crept  stealthily 
and  undiscovered  up  to  the  palisades,  upon  which 
thev  fastened  several  bundles  of  combustiljles  and 
machines  constructed  with  12  tubes  or  barrels  loaded 
with  ball,  which  were  fired  by  a  fuze.  These  ma- 
chines were  so  arranged  as  to  sweep  the  road  lead- 
ing from  the  gnard-house  to  the  gates,  and  were  in- 
tended to  explode  when  the  troops  should  endeavour 
to  extinguish  the  fiames.  By  an  accident  the  fuzes 
did  not  bum  to  the  powder,  and  the  attempt  to  de« 
stroy  the  palisades  was  defeated.* 

The  rapid  increase  of  scurvy,  which  as  the  autumn 

•  Ancell. 

(Grippal  Eliott  to  General  Murray,  Mmorca.  Gibraltar, 
September  Aiiih,  1780. 
Dear  Geaeral, 

"  I  received  yonr  letter  of  the  30th  August  OB 
the  18th  in»t.  by  a  small  vesseL  1  am  much  obliged  to  you 
for  the  honey  shipped  for  me ;  but  had  it  arriTed,  it  must  hatte 
been  add  with  the  rest  of  the  cargo,  aa  auch  Is  the  regulatioii 
made  since  the  blockade,  that  nolihing  ahall  be  admitted  of  the 
provision  kind  either  aa  a  present  or  otherwise  on  prtvafee 
account.  Before  thia  order,  at  least  one-third  of  the  vessel  was 
stowed  with  private  presents  and  commissions,  the  public  de- 
privtjd  of  the  benefit,  and  the  patron  of  his  profit/* 
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advanced  had  began  to  make  threatening  havoc  among 

the  soldiers  and  inhabitants,  now  caused  the  greatest 
alarm.  Fresh  meat  and  vegetables  could  not  be  pro- 
cured, and  although  Rodney  had  supplied  the  stores 
with  m  much  as  he  was  able,  \vine,  lemons,  brandy, 
and  sugar  were  ahready  nearly  exhausted.  Unchecked 
bv  efficient  anti-scorbutics,  the  malady  assumed  the 
most  virulent  type,  and  threatened  to  hasten  a  capi- 
tulation which  the  fire  of  the  enemy  could  not  com- 
niuud.  In  this  desperate  position,  Eliott  deemed  no 
risk  unjustifiable  in  the  endeavour  to  obtain  fresh 
provisions. 

On  the  11th  of  October,  while  the  boats  of  the 
British  squadron  were  waiting  to  the  southward  of 
the  Ruck  to  conduct  two  Settees  iruiu  Muiorca  into 
the  Bay,  a  large  Dutch  convoy  was  seen  approaching 
from  the  eastward,  shrouded  by  a  heavy  fog.  Sin- 
gling out  a  Dogger,  which  in  the  mist  had  become 
separated  firom  the  fleet,  the  boats  bore  down  upon 
her,  boarded  her,  and  carried  her  safely  into  the  Bay. 
By  an  almost  miraculous  stroke  of  fortune  she  was 

laden  with  u  cargo  of  lemons  and  oranges,  a 
freight  which  at  such  a  crisis  was  of  more  value  to 
the  garrison  than  tons  of  powder  or  magasinee  of 
ammunition.  The  lemons  were  uumediately  served 
out  to  the  craving  sick,  who  thirsting  for  the  precious 
acid  greedily  devoured  them.  In  a  few  days  the 
salutary  efiects  of  this  simple  juice  were  apparent,  and 
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men  who  but  yesterday  were  hopeless  cripples  hang- 
ing to  their  crutches,  returned  to  their  duty  invigor- 
ated and  restored. 

Hitherto  the  Bmperor  of  Morocco,  though  in  open 
alliance  with  Spain,  had  taken  no  active  part  against 
the  English.  In  August  (1780),  however.  General 
Eliott  received  iiifurniation  from  Consul  Logic  that 
the  emperor  had  declared  in  form,  that  he  would  give 
no  protection  to  any  of  the  powers  at  war,  and  that 
they  were  at  liberty  to  carry  on  hostilities  among 
each  other  either  in  his  ports  or  upon  his  shores.* 

This  declaration  was  but  the  prelude  to  more 
hostile  measures.!    Aware  of  the  advantages  to  be 

•  General  Eliott  to  Lieut.-peneral  Miirmy,  Gibi-alur, 
Sept.  4th,  1780.    Colonial  iSecivtarv's  papers. 

"  On  the  3uth  inst.,  (^)nMul  Logie  fouTif!  the  means  of 
vending  me  a  letter,  to  ini'orm  me  that  the  Jilmperor  of 
Morooco  has  declared  in  form  that  he  will  give  no  protection 
to  any  of  the  powers  at  war,  and  that  they  are  at  liberty  to 
destroy  each  other  in  hia  porta  or  on  above.  Several  Bngliah 
▼eeaela  of  different  denominationa  were  taken  by  the  Spaniarda 
under  the  guns  of  H.  S*  Majeaty'a  forts,  both  prior  and 
subsequent  to  this  unexampled  declaration.** 

t  General  Eliott  to  Lieut-general  Murray',  October  23rd, 

1780. 

Dear  General, 

•«  On  the  ilth  October  I  reeeived  your  &Tonr  of 
the  18th  September,  and  Teiy  much  acknowledge  your  good 
intentiona  for  our  supplies,  of  which  the  little  Tessela  that  have 
got  safe  are  an  earnest.  Cattle  and  poultry  we  don't  expect 
from  you  ;  cattle  are  too  bulky  for  so  long  a  navigation.  Poul* 
try  with  us,  tho*  dear,  is  not  scarce  ....  The  biniiUe»t  vesAel. 
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gained  by  the  possession  of  the  principal  ports  on  the 
uoitiiem  coast  of  Barbaiy,  the  Spanish  government 
exhausted  all  the  effi)rts  of  diplomacy  to  induce  the 
Emperor  of  Morocco  to  renounce  his  passive  policy, 
and  to  declare  a  more  active  alliance  with  Spain. 
Honey  commanded  what  diplomacy  failed  to  procure, 
and  the  Spaniards  having  nommaiiy  purchased  the 
ports  of  Tangier  and  Tetuau  by  a  payment  (or  rather 
promise  of  payiiiciit^  of  L7500  annually,  the  SuUan 
withdrew  from  his  neutrahty,  and  ordered  all  British 
subjects  to  leave  hi»  dominions.  This  iniquitous 
arrangement  was  followed  by  nets  of  gross  indignity 
and  cruelty  to  the  English  residents  in  the  Moorish 
[)ort8.  Mr  Logic  himself  was  attacked,  whole 
famiUes  were  driven  from  their  homes,  plundered  of 
every  article  they  possessed ;  women  and  children  were 
brutally  treated,  and  every  kind  of  atrocity  was  perpe- 
trated by  the  savage  barbarians.  There  is  only  too  much 
reason  to  suppose  that  this  inhuman  conduct  owed  its 
origin  to  the  instigation  of  the  Spanish  government. 
The  two  principal  ports  on  the  northein  shore 

provided  it  !•  of  a  sise  to  resist  weadiery  is  most  likely  to 
asei^  the  enemy. 

<*It  is  very  seldom  we  liesr  from  Bsrbar^  ,  whidi  used  to 
bo  our  chatind  for  common  news,  therefbrs  we  are  i^inonat  of 
wbftt  passes  in  Europe,  except  Buch  hinU 

by  our  iU'ii;hbourB.    Thc^e  you  may  s\ip|)of«e  are  all  per  con- 
tra;  liuvieviT  the  ycnrV  a  rount  ia  not  cloji>ed  yet.    Tx't  iiu' 
you  to  8eml  any  oid  ncwj^papem  you  have;  since  July  ovory- 
thiiig  will  he  (rmh  to  us.    rieaae  make  my  best  compliments 
to  Sir  William  JOisper." 
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having  thus  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  Spaniards,  and 

the  British  Consul  having  been  compelled  to  ll}  ,  idl 
GooimunicaUon  with  Barbary  was  cut  o£^  and  a  valu* 
able  channel  of  intelligence  closed  up. 

Mr  Logie  had  established  a  system  for  the  coUec* 
lion  and  transmission  of  infonnation  which  had  proved 

most  useful  to  the  i^overiior  of  Gibraltar  ,  aianv  faith- 
fill  Moois  were  in  his  pay»  and  as  a  constant  trade 
was  carried  on  between  Barbary  and  the  Spanish 
camp,  frequent  opportunities  were  afibrded  to  the 
spies  for  making  observations  and  obtaining  an  insist 
mto  the  affairs  of  the  army.  With  the  expulsion  of 
the  consul,  this  source  of  information  was  destroyed. 

The  new  year  (1781)  was  ushered  in  with  the 
most  gloomy  prospects ;  no  tidmgs  of  relief  reached 
the  expectant  garrison,  and  even  Genen^  £Uott  him- 
self looked  upon  tlic  future  with  a  despairing  eye. 

Wntmg  to  General  Murray  at  Minorca,  on  the 
27th  of  March,  he  says, 

Gibraltar,  27th  March,  1781. 

•*  Sir, 

"  Enclosed  1  transmit  copies  of  a  letter 
from  Captain  Leslie,  commanding  the  *  Enterprise/ 

with  my  answer,  by  which  your  Excellency  will  be 
fully  informed  of  my  reasons  for  concurring  in  the 

proposal  to  send  tlic  '  Enterprise'  and  '  St  Fermin*  to 
Mahon.  This,  though  hazardous  on  my  side,  the 
exigency  I  hope  will  justify,  as  I  will  freely  de« 
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clare  to  you  nuj^i  secretly,  tliat  a  very  little  time  will 
reduce  us  to  the  utmost  straits,  and  I  fear  'tis  reason- 
able  to  apprehend  (however  determined  (he  inten- 
tions may  b§  at  home)  that  no  convoy  from  Great 
Britain  can  with  certainty  be  depended  on,  consider- 
ing the  various  and  important  services  our  fleet  must 
be  called  upon  to  perform  in  opposition  to  such  arma- 
ments as  threaten  from  every  quarter.  1  iiu\  e  there- 
fore ventured  for  a  time  to  deprive  this  fortress  of  an 
essential  part  of  its  defence,  trosting  that  (by  throw- 
ing in  a  supply  of  provisions,  although  ever  so  small} 
the  advantage  will  overbalance  the  risk;  this  first 
step,  I  have  taken  ^  but,  Sir,  I  must  have  recourse  to 
you  to  render  this  step  effectual  for  the  public  service, 
by  requesting  your  influence  with  the  naval  com- 
mander to  employ  his  whole  squadron  in  coming 
down  to  our  relief,  and  allowing  such  provisions  as 
can  be  spared  from  the  king's  stores  to  he  shipped  on 
board  the  king's  ships  —  taking  under  his  convoy 
such  trading  vessels  as  will  load  with  provisions 
for  our  assistance.  By  the  character  of  Captain 
Curtis  this  service  could  not  M  into  better  hands, 
as,  by  description,  his  ambition  is  to  distinguish 
himself  in  the  pubhc  cause.  When  the  service 
is  performed,  there  is  not  the  least  difficulty  for  any 
oi  the  ships  to  take  the  proper  opportunity  of  return- 
mg  to  Mahon.  I  hope  and  believe,  both  coming  and 
returning,  the  ships  will  be  exposed  to  no  danger,  as 
the  enemy  has  only  three  bad  sailing  frigates  and  five 
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xebecks  to  the  eastward,  one  xebcck  and  several 
gun-boats  in  onr  Bay.  Now  'tis  hardly  possible  to 
suppose  these  will  cruise  in  one  body,  or  be  able  to 
assemble  to  distress  our  sc^uadron :  so  much  lor  the 
naval  department.  Next,  knowing  well  your  heart  is 
warm  for  a  friend,  and  stili  warmer  for  your  country, 
I  beg  leave  to  point  out  what  occurs  to  me  at  this 
distance  as  likely  to  advance  the  supplies  of  this 
place,  i^'irst^  if  you  will  be  pleased  to  spare  as  much 
of  your  provisions  in  store  as  may  be  done  with 
safety  to  the  island,  these  to  be  shipt  on  board 
His  Majesty's  ships;  then  if  you  would  order  the 
ordnance  store-ship  (which  I  take  to  be  a  stout 
vessel)  to  receive  and  convey  such  provisions  with 
))roper  super-cargoes,  as  the  traders  are  desirous  to 
send  down  free  of  all  freight,  I  make  no  doubt 
that  this  would  be  so  great  an  inducement,  that 
probably  she  would  be  soon  loaded  without  any  addi- 
tional burthen  on  government,  as  I  conclude  she  is 
still  in  pay.  Perhaps  the  correspondents  of  Messrs 
Anderson,  Livingstone,  Dalling,  Warde,  McKellar, 
Smith,  or  Abuderham,  on  this  occasion  may  apply  to 
your  Excellency  for  leave  to  be  concerned,  if  so,  per- 
mit me  to  recommend  them.  This  appears  to  me  a 
practicable  scheme  and  liable  to  no  great  danger  for 
the  squadron ;  at  all  events  it  is  to  be  wished  some 
attempt  may  be  made  for  the  national  honour  as  well 
as  the  preservation  of  this  garrison.  These  proposals, 
bw,  i  lay  before  you  for  consideration,  desirmg  you 
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would  please  totally  to  change,  alter,  amend  any  or 
every  part,  and  substitute  whatever  else  may  better 
conduce  to  this  great  end  with  the  utmost  expedition, 
on  which  our  existence  depends.   I  herewith  subjoin 

a  list  of  the  several  articles,  any  quantity  of  which 
will  prove  a  moat  seasonable  succour.  Whatever 
engagements  your  Exoellency  may  think  right  to  oon* 
tract  for  these  purposes,  on  the  pubhck  accompt,  I 
shall  most  readily  fulfil." 
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CHAPTER  XVII. 

EELIRF  BT  ADMIRAL  DAUT. 

As  the  Spring  of  1781  advanced,  the  situation  of 

the  garrison  assumed  the  most  distressing  aspect. 
The  few  provisions  which  remained  were  bad  in 
quality,  and  having  been  kept  too  long  were  decom- 
posed and  uneatable.  The  most  common  necessaries 
of  hfe  were  exorbitantly  dear;  bad  ship  biscuit,  full 
of  \vormSj  was  sold  at  Is,  a  pound ;  flour  iu  nut  much 
better  condition  at  the  same  price ;  old  dried  peas  at 
Is.  4d. ;  salt,  half  dirt,  the  sweepino^s  of  ships'  bottoms 
and  storehouses,  at  &d, ;  old  salt  butter  at  6d ;  and 
English  farthing  candles  cost  sixpence  a-piece.  Fresh 
provisions  commanded  a  still  higher  price,  turkeys 
sold  at  £d  12«.,  sucking  pigs  at  £2  2«.,  and  £1  1«. 
was  refused  for  a  calfs  pluck.  The  English  govern- 
ment, aware  of  this  condition  oi  things,  had  lor  months 
turned  their  attention  to  the  relief  of  the  fortress;* 

*  Sxtnot  from  a  letter  fioni  a  GhsfiDia  offiow  at  OibnltMt 
December  19tih,  1780.— Politick  Megatina^  1780. 

*'The  Spaniards  have  incraaeed  their 'camp  at  St  Boque 
with  liill  five  vegimenti  of  foot  They  approach  wy  near  ua 
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but  the  many  exigencies  of  the  war,  and  the  extensive 

aiena  over  which  the  operations  were  spread,  caused 
SO  many  demands  upon  the  navy  that  it  had  hitherto 
been  impossible  to  provide  a  fleet  for  the  succour  of 
Gibraltar.  But  the  relief  of  the  garrison  was  indis- 
pensable,  and  the  honour  of  England  required  that  it 
should  be  executed.  Accordingly^  during  the  first 
months  of  the  year  (17S1)  the  government  made 
extraordiiuiry  efforts  to  equip  a  squadron  to  convoy  a 
flotilla  of  merchantmen  to  the  Rock. 

The  grand  channel  fleet,  under  command  of  Ad-* 
mirak  Darby,  Digby,  and  Ross,  was  destined  for  this 
service,  and  the  preparations  were  hurried  forward 
with  every  despatch.  It  was  divided  into  three 
squadrons,  and  counted  in  all  28  sail  of  the  line. 
The  fitting  out  of  this  fleet  was  watched  with  eager 
anxiety  by  France  and  Spain.  In  the  harbour  of 
Brest  lay  a  squadron  almost  equal  to  it  in  power  and 
numbers,  while,  at  the  entrance  to  the  Straits,  Don 
Louis  de  Cordova  was  cruising  with  30  Spanish  sail 
of  the  line. 

with  their  works,  which  wc  demolish  m  htst  as  they  build* 

 Admiral  Don  Barcelo  ha*  been  reiiifSnrosd  with  four 

ships  of  CO  or  70  g^niia  firom  Cadii,  sa  abo  with  aome  frigates; 
the  Utter  are  perpeiaaUj  cniiaiiig,  end  have  taken  several 
shipa  for  our  i^ef ;  yet  Diem  Mmvie^  we  are  tolermbfy  well 
pmided.  The  privatea  have  fresh  victuals  three  tunes  a  week 
at  2</.  per  pound  for  beet  hut  ponltrj  is  very  dear.  If  I  in« 
dulge  myself  with  a  fowl  at  my  own  quarters,  I  cannot  obtain 
It  ululor  two  dollar?*.  The  <;overM<»r  \\m  made  the  officers 
aci^uainted  that  a  British  fleet  will  soon  reUeve  ut." 
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The  capture  of  Gibraltar  had  now  become,  if  it 
had  not  oiiginally  been,  the  one  darling  object  of 
this  war,  and  no  sacrifice  wtiii  deemed  too  momentous, 
no  treasures  too  predoiis,  no  labour  too  great,  to 
attain  a  successful  end. 

Though  the  French  government  had  it  in  their 
power  to  increase  the  difficulty  of  succouring  Gibraltar 
by  sending  the  fleet  from  Brest  uiuler  the  Count  de 
Grasse  to  intercept  Admiral  Darby  almost  at  his 
starting-point,  yet  France  was  already  so  deeply  en- 
gaged with  her  affairs  in  the  West  Indies  and  North 
America,  that  it  was  doubtful  whether  she  would  be 
willing  to  risk  her  navy  iu  an  action  with  the  English 
fleet.  Spain  therefore,  aware  of  an  inferiority  at  sea, 
and  fearful  that  she  might  not  be  able  to  prevent  sin- 
gle-handed the  relief  of  the  fortress,  thought  to  mtmu- 
date  the  British  government  by  loud  and  empty 
boasts.  It  wiis  extensively  published  that  Cordova  s 
fleet  was  double  its  actual  strength,  and  it  was  pre- 
tended that  reinforcements  were  about  to  sail  to  its 
assistance  from  Toulon  and  other  ports.  But  this 
foolish  bombast  failed  in  its  anticipated  effect. 

On  the  13th  of  March,  1781,  the  British  fleet 
set  sail  from  St  Helen's  with  the  East  and  West  * 
Indian  convoys.  They  proceeded  in  the  first  instance 
to  Cork,  where  the  victuallers  which  had  been  got 
ready  for  Gibraltar  were  waiting,  and  here  they  were 
for  some  time  delayed  by  final  pit  paratious.  In  the 
mean  time,  on  the  22nd  March,  Count  de  Grasse  put 
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out  firom  Brest  with  26  ships  of  the  line^  and  sailed 
for  the  West  Indies.    It  is  probable  therefore  that,  had 

it  not  been  for  the  deteutiuu  at  Cork,  the  two  navies 
would  have  met  in  action. 

The  sailiii-j;  of  the  French  fleet,  unopposed  by 
Admiral  Darby,  gave  rise  to  questions  which  became 
the  sul  j  cts  of  some  discussion  both  in  and  out  of 
Parliament ;  one  \mTiy  being  of  opinion  that  the 
destruction  of  De  Grasse's  force  would  have  crushed 
the  designs  of  France,  and  saved  the  Xorlh  American 
Colonies ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  it  was  put  forward 
that  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  tell  the  exact 
time  of  the  sailing  of  the  French  fleet,  and  therefore 
that  De  Grasse  might  still  have  escaped,  and  Gibraltar 
must  in  the  interim  have  succ\nnbed. 

On  the  2bth  March,  Admiral  Darby  set  sail  from 
Cork  with  the  three  convoys,  amounting  in  all  to  400 
sad.  Having  reached  a  certain  latitude,  the  Eost  and 
West  Indian  ships  were  sent  on  their  way,  and  the 
British  fleet  with  97  transports,  store-sliips,  aiul  vic- 
tuallers, contmued  its  course  for  Gibraltar,  and  before 
the  middle  of  Apnl  arrived  off  Cadis.  A  vessel,  bav* 
ing  been  sent  to  exauiiue  the  harbour,  returned  wuk  a 
report  that  the  Spanish  fleet  was  there  at  anchor,  and 
showing  no  disposition  to  come  out  and  engage.  Being 
assured  that  he  stood  in  no  danger  of  being  attacked, 
the  admiral  sent  forward  the  convoy  on  the  1 1th  April, 
guarded  by  one  or  two  liners  and  some  frigates. 

On  the  morning  of  the  12th,  as  the  day  broke. 
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the  fleet  appeared  in  sight  of  the  Bock,  partially 
obscured  by  a  dense  fog,  which,  as  the  sun  rose,  dis- 
solved away,  and  discovered  the  welcome  convoy 
stretched  over  the  entrance  of  the  Bay.  The  wind 
blew  lightly  from  the  westward,  scarcely  filling  the 
sails,  and  the  flotilla  advanced  slowly  and  majestically 
towards  its  anchorage.  The  joy  of  the  people  at  their 
supposed  deliverance  from  the  privations  they  had  for 
so  many  months  been  suffering,  was  uncontrolled. 
'  As  when  Rodney  relieved  the  place  nearly  12  months 
before,  the  inhabitants  testified  their  gladness  by 
boisterous  manifestations,  so  now  the  whole  popula- 
tion  hurried  fruui  the  city  to  welcome  the  arrival  of 
the  convoy  with  shouts  of  exultation.  Groups  of 
excited  inhabitants  were  absorbed  with  the  feelings 
of  the  moment,  and  the  recollection  of  ail  sutlenng 
was  lost  in  the  prospect  of  deliverance.  little  did 
they  anticipate  the  nusery  that  awaited  them.  The 
excitement  was  still  unchecked,  the  shouts  of  joy  still 
rang 'through  the  air,  when  the  deafening  crash  of  a 
hundred  guns  and  the  roaring  of  a  storm  of  bkot 
aroused  them  from  their  transient  dreams  of  happiness, 
and  left  them  paralysed  with  fear.  The  boinbaid- 
ment,  the  long-threatened  retribution,  had  commenced, 
and  the  city  was  doomed  to  destruction.  Gathering 
their  scattered  senses,  the  frightened  creatures  fled  to 
the  southward,  where  under  shelter  of  the  cUff  and 
beyond  the  range  ui  the  fire,  they  huddled  together 
in  trembUng  groups.    Every  gun  in  the  enemy's 
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lines  belched  forth  its  fire,  and  salvo  after  salvo  from 
170  pieces  of  the  heaviest  metal  and  80  mortars  was 
hurled  against  tiie  liock.  The  battches  of  the  iort« 
resa  replied  with  almost  equal  rapidity,  and  the  very 
muuutain  itself  sluxjk  with  the  terrible  explosion.  In 
a  moment  the  town  was  in  flames,  and  the  crazy 
buildings  crackled  and  bnmt  like  firewood.  No 
words  can  paint  the  leeiuugs  of  tiic  terrilied  inhabit- 
ants daring  the  first  weeks  of  thia  bombardment. 

The  woiutn  and  tlultlren  especially  were  subjected 
to  the  most  dreadful  trials  and  privations ;  no  house 
was  safe,  and  when  at  night  the  relentless  gun-boats 
swept  the  whole  face  of  the  Rock,  not  a  single  spot 
was  free  from  danger.* 

•  "  April  12th. — A  >*]u'll  falling  in  Southport  nlnvt  Mow 
ail  old  Cienoet^  womau  gut  of  the  window,  but  did  not  hurt 
lier  beyond  bruises. 

"The  inhabitmnts  exhibit  the  most  impetuous  grief  and 
apprehenaioii,  precipitately  retreating  to  the  aouthward  of  the 
Boek  for  ihetoer,  Uka  sheep  dettiiied  for  the  ibMighter-houie. 
The  Bomaoe  count  their  beads  and  wonhip  their  idola. 

**  Teiy  distroMingto  witne«  theaituatioa  of  the  inhabitants 
at  the  south ;  only  a  thin  pieee  of  eantsa  to  shelter  them  from 
the  rain,  and  heat,  and  dew." — AmeelTt  Journal. 

Kxtra*.  Is  iruia  a  '  rsarnitivo  of  the  Siege  of  Gibraltar  by  a 
Lady  who  was  prestut  on  tlu*  spot.'* 

"  On  the  12th  of  April  lant.  at  one  oViock  in  the  morning, 
an  Fnfcflish  cutter  eanie  in  with  new.**  of  the  fleet  being  within 
a  tow  leagues  of  uh.  Extravagant  was  our  joy,  you  may  be 
sure ;  and  while  friends  and  neighbouni  were  congratulating 
each  other  on  the  prospect  of  eating  beef  and  mutton  once 
mote,  the  Spaniards  about  11  o'clock  began  the  most  furious 
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For  six  weeks  this  tremendous  canuonade  con- 
tinaed  without  any  intennission,  56,000  shot  and 
20,000  shells  were  in  that  time  thrown  into  the  place, 
but  in  spite  of  this  heavy  fire  no  more  than  70  of 
the  garrison  were  lulled. 

The  town,  now  deserted  by  the  population,  became 
a  prey  to  the  excited  troops.  The  shells  breaking 
through  the  buddings  and  bursting  the  walls  of  the 

bombardment  ever  heard  oL  Terror  and  ooostemation  d»> 
priced  me  for  a  momeat  of  eenie  and  motion*  I  seized  my 
ebfldven  and  nn  with  them  to  Montague's  Bastion,  iduch  I 
knew  was  bomb  proof.  An  offieer  of  the  6$th  legunent  me* 
me,  saying, '  For  Qod's  sake,  madam,  where  are  you  going  ?  do 
not  you  know  that  you  are  going  nearer  the  enemy's  fire  ?  *  Six- 
aud-twenty  pouodera  flew  over  my  head  witliout  number. 
Fortunately  I  received  no  hurt,  and  I  ran  or  rather  flew  iuta 
the  Roldiers'  barrac  ks.   This  was  no  time  for  the  indulgence  of 

pride,  distinction,  or  even  delicacy  

Notwithstanding  the  vigilance  of  the  officers  and  non-com- 
missioned officert,  many  of  the  men  were  shamefully  intoxicated. 
The  town  major  and  a  party  of  soldiers  were  busily  employed 
in  ita?ing  all  the  casks  of  liquor  they  eonld  find  in  the  town. 
An  order  was  gi?en  for  all  nmka  of  women  to  remoTO  to  the 
floutii.  I  waa  again  in  terror,  hut  was  obliged  to  obey.  My 
husband  carried  my  CSharlotte»  while  my  son  Jack  ran  by  my 
side.  We  got  safe  to  the  naty  hospital,  but  when  there,  found 
it  so  crowded  with  wounded  soldiers,  we  could  not  procure  a 
place  to  lie  down  in,  except  an  open  gallery.  1  wept  in  silence.*' 
"  Havini:  removed  to  a  tent  at  Kuropa,"  she  continues,  "  my 
husband  wiih  that  nii;ht  on  guard,  and  I  had  no  i  umpauy  but 
my  children.  The  Spanish  gun^boats  were  firing  upon  us  with 
all  the  rage  of  well-directed  artillery.  A  woman  whose  tent 
was  a  Little  below  mine  was  cut  in  two  as  she  was  drawing  on 
her  stockings.  Our  senrant  ran  in  and  endeaToured  to  encour- 
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store-hoaseB,  opened  the  vast  accumulatioii  of  spirits, 

provisions,  and  stores  which  the  ^^reedy  Jews  and 
other  merchaaU  had  hoarded  up,  waiting  till  distress 
should  raise  prices  to  an  usurious  standard.  When 
the  soldiers  discovered  these  long-secreted  hoards,  and 
remembered  the  suffering  and  privation  they  had 
gone  thron*?h  for  the  want  ut  the  very  supplies  these 
warehouses  contained,  they  gave  unbridled  license  to 
their  resentment,  and,  regardless  of  punishment,  and 
infuriated  with  drink,  plundered  without  restraint. 

The  governor,  unable  to  check  this  defiance  of 
discipline  by  the  more  merciful  modes  of  punishment, 
was  compelled  to  execute  upon  the  spot  every  man 
detected  in  the  act  of  pillaging.  For  a  time  at  least 
this  arrested  the  crime. 

Immediately  the  enemy  opened  their  fire,  the 
governor  lu moved  the  troops  under  the  shelter  of  the 
casemated  barracks.  The  12th,  39th,  and  d6th 
regiments  occupied  Montague's  Bastion  and  Water- 
port  gateway  casemates.    A  small  camp  was  formed 

life  me.  He  made  a  kind  of  breastwork  of  bodn,  iruuks,  inat- 
tre«8i's,  bolsters,  and  whateyer  else  he  could  find,  and  set  me 
l>ebind  thenL  The  ImUIs  fell  round  me  on  every  aide.  Breiy 
time  tlie  gtm-boats  came  I  dragged  my  poor  children  out  of 
bed,  and  atood  leening  with  them  igainst  a  rodL  The  thifd 
sight  I  wae  hero,  a  ball  strack  the  lock  agsinit  which  I  leaned 
and  covered  as  with  dirt  and  stones.  In  a  few  minutea  a  ahell 
bunt  ao  near  na,  I  had  scarcely  time  to  nm  out  of  the  way. 
It  would  have  melted  the  hardest  heart  to  see  the  women  and 
children  run  from  the  camp  without  a  rag  to  cover  them  when* 
evtiT  tbe  gun-boattt  approached.'* 
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above  the  south  barracks,  and  the  72nd  regiment 
took  up  their  qnaiters  in  the  Kiiig's  Bastion. 

Throughout  April  the  Spaniards  kept  up  an 
nnabated  fire, — a  fiie»  indeed*  so  n{ad  snd  powerfnl 
that  its  effects  were  almost  as  marked  upon  their 
own  batteries  as  upon  the  defenoes  of  the  fortress. 
Thar  embrasnres  were  visibly  shaken,  the  mortan  in 
many  cases  destroyed,  and  the  guns,  worn  out  with 
the  ceaseless  cannonade,  burst  or  drooped  at  the 
muzzle.  Within  the  fortress  the  city  was  aluady 
abiost  entirely  destroyed,  scarce  a  house  was  habitable, 
and  such  as  were  left  standing  were  pierced  with 
shot  and  shell.  But  beyond  this  dilapidation,  the 
effects  of  the  fire  had  not  been  remarkafala  :  the 
batteries  were  still  in  serviceable  condition,  and  the 
loss  of  lile  had  been  smgukrly  insigmlicaQt.* 

•  On  the  22nd  of  May,  a  curious  in*  idt nt  occurred  wlach 
ifi  vouched  iur  by  the  authority  of  Dr!nk\\  ator ;  early  in  the 
moniing,  a  »hell  fell  and  bur^t  on  the  (  liuri  h  Huttery,  and  one 
of  the  Bplmtera  flying  for  more  than  200  yards  struck  the 
apron  which  covered  the  toucb-hole  of  the  morning  gnn  on  tiie 
South  Bastion,  exploded  the  priming,  snd  fired  off  the  gun. 

"Apiil  ISth.— Yesterday  I  met  a  soldier  nnging  m  the 
street  witli  imooiiiiDoii  ^eeb  notwithstandiDg  tiie  eoeinj  were 
firing  with 

From  mn  tad  toottbltftst.' 
He  nan  to  me  with  eageniees»  and  preaentiag  hia  bottie^  criad» 
*  D— n  aae  if  I  don*t  like  fighting,  plenty  of  good  liqM  Ibr 
csnying  away.*  'Why,  Jack/  saya  I,  'what  have  yea  hestt 
about?*  'Paith,' says  he»' I  scarce  know  myaalt  Ihafehean 
constantly  on  fbot  and  wiMtdi,  half-atwed  and  wiHumt  SMmey, 
facing  a  parcel  of  pitiful  Spaniards.   I  have  been  fighting. 
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After  the  first  few  weeks  of  foiy  the  enemy's  fire 
dftckened  ooDBiderably,  and  it  was  evident  that  the 
Spaniards  had  been  disappointed  with  the  effect  the 
bombardment  had  produoed*  Galled  at  the  contempt 
with  which  their  grand  attack  had  been  received,  they 
lost  no  opportunity  of  harassing  the  troops  and 
inhabitants  of  the  garrison,  by  means  of  the  gun-boats 
and  mortar  rafts  ;  in  fact,  throughout  the  summer  they 
lesorted  prineipally  to  this  irritating  mode  of  warCsrey 
until  General  Eliott  mounted  some  long-Taage  ord> 
nance  on  the  elevated  batteries  at  the  north  fronts 
sod  whenever  the  gmi-boats  opened  ujK^n  the  town, 
volleys  of  40  to  60  rounds  were  thrown  into  the 
esmp  in  retaliation.*   This  fire»  which  swept  the  veij 

wheeling,  marchmg,  eountcr-marchliiL:.  s  inrluiieH  with  a  fire- 
lock, tomatimea  with  a  handspike,  aud  aow  my  bottla/ 

**  A  shell  that  matant  burst,  a  piece  of  which  knocked  the 
bottle  out  of  bia  hand.  '  JiR-k/  saya  I, '  are  joa  not  thankful  to 
Ood  for  your  preservation  ? '  *  How  do  jou  mean  f '  aaid  he ; 
^ftas  taUdng  of  Gbd  with  a  loldier  whose  trade  aid  oecupa- 
tion  ia  catting  throats !  Di?mitj  and  aUnghter  sound  wj  well 
together,  thef  jinf^e  like  a  crsclted  bell  m  the  hand  of  a  noisf 
crier*  Mjr  leUgkm  is  a  irelock,  open  tondi-kole,  good  flinty 
weD-reoknied  diarge,  nd  eerenty  romkb ;  this  is  inilitai7 
creed.   Come,  comrade,  drink/  *' — AneelVt  Journal. 

•  On  the  iHt  of  June,  1781,  a  discussion  took  place  in  the 
Hou>(»  of  Commons  resju  cting  the  damage  doiu-  to  the  British 
squadron  by  the  JSpaumh  gun-boat^.  Mr  Hus^ey  pro<luced  a 
latter,  in  which  it  was  aaserted  that  tlie  powder  umA  by  the 
Spaniards  waa  so  si^rior  in  quality  that,  whilst  their  shot 
leached  oar  fVigates  sad  did  sneeation,  the  Sie  of  oar  ships 
IkQ  short  and  did  none. 

Adminl  Darbj  replied,  "That  if  sodi  a  fiMt  esistsd,  h» 
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centre  of  the  enemy's  encampment,  caused  them  very 
great  annoyance ;  and  at  length,  finding  that  they  were 
subjected  to  it  only  when  the  boats  aiade  an  attack, 
they  withdrew  the  cause,  and  the  city  was  left  at  night 
in  peace. 

On  the  9th  of  June,  the  enemy's  htboratoiy* 
situated  under  the  Sierra  de  Garbonera  (Queen  of 

Spain's  chair),  took  fire  witii  a  treiucndous  explosion, 
succeeded  by  the  bursting  of  shells,  which  lasted  for 
nearly  three  hours ;  the  loss  of  ammunition  was  very 
great. 

Since  the  opening  of  the  bombardment,  the 

blockade  had  been  somewhat  relaxed,  but  the  cruisers 
were  still  vigilant,  and  endeavoured  to  intercept  even 
the  smallest  vessel  conveying  relief  to  the  fortress. 
On  the  6th  of  August,  the  "  Helena"  sloop,  carrjing 
despatches,  entered  the  Out,  and  at  daybreak  had 
almost  weathered  Cabrita  Point  with  a  light  westerly 
vnnd.   Here  she  was  discovered  by  the  enemy,  and 

made  no  doubt  it  would  hsre  been  leported  to  hun.  Sir  John 
Boas  had  perfonned  tho  semce  in  the  Bay  of  Gibraltar,  bat 
bad  not  made  any  oomplaint  of  the  quality  of  the  powder. 

Ku  argument  could  be  drawn  from  the  fact  of  the  gun-boata 
reachinpf  our  frigates;  each  of  them  ccirrit'davery  long  giin. 
an  18  or  24  pounder,  and  it  \\  :i8  the  lenfrth  of  the  gxui,  not 
tho  superior  quality  of  tlie  powder,  which  enabled  their  hliut  to 
take  effect.  Our  guns  were  shorter  aud  would  not  carry  so 
ht.  The  j^-boata  in  a  calm  operated  against  our  frigstea  by 
sieaDa  of  their  oani  and  were  iecure  from  pursuit ;  but  ns  notm. 
as  a  breeze  apmiig  up,  they  were  eaaily  beat  off." — ^orUa^ 
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at  the  same  time  lier  perilous  position  was  discerned 
by  the  garriflon.  As  the  son  rose  the  wind  fell 
to  a  perfect  calm,  and  the  crew  of  the  sluup  set  to 
lowing,  hoping  to  escape  the  enemy's  cndseis.  Cap* 
tain  Curtis,  senior  naval  officer  on  the  station,  wlio 
aince  he  had  taken  np  his  command  had  exhibited 
the  greatest  courage  and  ability,  seeing  her  danger, 
immediately  took  the  "llcpuLsc"  and  "Vanguard" 
gun*boat8,  with  all  the  boats  of  the  squadron,  to 
assist  her  across  the  Bay.  At  the  same  time 
14  gim-boats  and  several  launches  put  out  from 
Algcciras  with  the  intention  of  cutting  her  off. 
Tiicse  boats  bemg  swifter  than  the  others  soon  came 
within  half-gun-shot  of  the  sloop,  and  began  to 

rake  lier  tuic  and  ait,  nevertheless  she  retiinied  the 
fire  with  some  efiect,  and  still  continued  to  use  her 
oars.  In  a  few  momenta  most  of  the  enemy's  gim- 
boats  had  come  up  close  alungside,  and  liriiig  with 
great  rapidity,  almost  buiied  her  in  a  stonn  of  giape 
and  romid  shut.    For  a  brief  she  sustained  a 

SQCoession  of  volleys  without  assistance,  but  the 
"Repulse"  and  "Vanguard"  having  come  within 
range,  they  began  a  steady  and  destructive  tire  upon 
the  enemy's  gun-boats,  and  a  breeae  fortunately 

springing  up  at  the  same  moiuciit,  the  sloop  managed 
to  reach  the  boats  sent  to  her  aid  in  spite  of  the 
attempts  of  the  Spaniards  to  sink  her.  In  two  hours* 
time  the  enemy  were  driven  off,  and  the  sloop  was 
towed  in  safety  to  the  New  Mole*   Her  masts,  sails, 
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and  rigging  were  cut  to  pieces,  and  her  hull  greatly 
damiged  by  shot,  bat,  wonderful  to  say,  only  ono 
man,  the  boatswain,  was  killed.*  "  The  bravery,  the 
coolness,''  says  Captain  Curtis  in  his  despatch,  "  and 
the  judicious  conduct  of  G^itain  Kobeits,  do  him 
infinite  honour;  his  officers  and  mcu  deserve  the 
highest  commendation."  f 

As  the  summer  advanced  the  enemy  became  less 
active  in  their  batteries,  their  fire  gradually  slackened, 
and  the  gmriaon,  glad  of  the  respite,  did  not  provoke 
a  fresh  outburst  from  those  formidable  lines.  During 
these  months  of  comparative  cahn,  the  Sponiaids 
devoted  all  their  energies  to  the  completion  of  new 
works  and  the  repair  of  the  old.  Mie&h  parallels 
were  opened,  and  powerful  batteries  thrown  up.  Con- 
fiding in  their  superior  strength,  and  never  for  a 
moment  supposing  that  the  ganison  would  venture 

to  risk  any  offensive  movement,  the  enemy  left  their 
advanced  works  weakly  deiended,  while  theur  guards 
were  negligent  and  listless.    Spies  and  deserters 

*  Letter  from  Captain  Curtis  to  tbe  A4iiiiEall7,  disted 
u  BiiUiADt^"  Gibraltar,  Augnrt  7tli,  1781. 

t  Extract  from  a  despatch  from  Gtenenl  Elliott  to  Lord 
HakbofODgb,  August  Sth,  1781. 

«  The  puticQhurs  of  Ctptain  Roberta'  (of  the  'HdeDa") 
gtUaol  behaviour  and  his  ship  wiU  no  doubt  be  tnuMBittod  to 
you  by  Captain  Curtis,  but  as  he  (Captain  Curtis)  is  not  a 
niiin  to  sptuk  ul'  aay  transaction  so  higlily  redounding  to  liis 
own  huuour,  on  niy  part  it  ia  an  indi9penj«able  duty  to  iuiurm 
your  Lorddhij)  t)mt  his  /.vd  for  the  scnioe  is  st'arcely  to  b© 
paralleled  m  forwarding  every  operation  that  can  in  any  way 
contribute  to  our  comfort  or  defenoo." 
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agreed  in  their  accoimts  of  the  indolent  system  which 
was  panned  in  the  camp,  and  tha  dafencdess  state  of 

the  principal  iortiiications. 

During  the  Sew  months  of  quiet  that  followed  the 
grand  bombardment,  General  Eliott  had  leisure  to 
reflect  upon  the  many  schemes  he  had  in  view  for 
arresting  the  formidable  progress  of  the  enemy's 
works.  At  length  iu  November,  the  Spaniards  having, 
with  immiffise  labonr  and  at  enonnons  cost,  almost 
completed  the  most  Ktnpendous  and  powerfid  lines  of 
fortitication,  extending  across  the  isthmus  and  reacliing 
neaily  to  the  foot  of  the  Rock,  the  governor  detennined 
to  take  advantage  ot  the  false  sense  of  secmity  into 
which  the  enemy  ware  lulled,  and  to  destroy  by  one 
bold  stroke  the  whole  of  those  maguiiicent  works.* 

*  In  the  Britiali  Museum  there  is  a  copy  of  an  "Historical 
Sketdi  of  GiMtv,  1792^**  eopionsLy  msigiiied  with  peooa 
nelet,  aigoed,  Wi  S&M,  containuig  remarks  upcm  the  correct* 
nesecf  the  letter-pme^aad  gimg  the  writer's  own  impreaaions 
of  aeenea  in  which  he  took  part*  Beferring  to  the  origin  of  the 
sortie  he  aaya: 

**  General  Boyd  had  hoard  throuijh  Lieutenant  Seward  of 
the  Koy  il  Artillerr,  my  opinion  of  the  prarticability  of  the 
sortie,  aii'l  atier  con-nh injif  with  nie  ou  iht-  i^uhjiTt  lie  went  out 
a«far  an  the  DevilV  i  Mwcr  to  sea  if  wliat  I  hjul  asserted  was 
true,  VIA.  tliat  of  the  approaches  beinrj  without  any  work;*  what- 
ever to  flank  them,  and  that  the  batteries  in  the  rear  must 
of  course  strike  the  reverse  of  their  own  worka.  This  was 
foond  to  b*'  tnie.  The  sortie  was  very  aoon  after  made,  and 
the  tfoopa  ibnnd  themidTea  eompletelj  covered  from  the  iie 
of  the  eneny'a  gtma  by  their  hii^  and  sdnmeedpaiaDelo.  My 
saaertion  waa  that  we  oonid  ^  nnder  the  enemy'a  approaehea 
cksr  of  their  flre,  those  Unea  sot  being  flanked  by  anything/' 
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The  entire  strength  of  the  garrison  at  this  time 
was  5952  officers  and  men,  a  force  barely  sufficient 
for  ihe  duties  of  the  fortress,  and  certainly  not  so 
numerous  as  to  justify  the  hazard  of  heedlessly  im- 
perilling the  life  of  a  single  man. 

Eliott  had  well  wcii^hed  the  risk  to  which  he 
was  about  to  expose  not  only  his  garrison  but  the 
hononr  of  the  nation ;  and  he  comprehended  the 
fatal  consequences  which  must  ioilow  on  defeat.  His 
plans  were  carefully  and  secretly  hud,  not  a  whisper 
of  his  intentions  was  suffered  to  pass  fro  in  his 
council  chamber,  and  the  announcement  of  orders  for 
the  execution  of  a  sortie  on  the  night  of  the  26th  of 
November  fell  Uke  a  thunder-clap  upon  the  troops. 
It  was  after  first  evenmg  gun  fire,  and  when  the  gates 
of  the  fortress  were  closed,  so  that  no  communication 
could  by  any  possibility  be  made  to  the  enemy,  that 
the  instructions  for  a  sortie  upon  the  works  of  the 
besiegers,  to  be  made  that  very  night,  were  issued  in 
the  following  evening  garrison  order : 

"  Gibraltar,  November  26th,  1781* 

"  Countersign,  *  Steady.' 

"  All  the  Grenadiers  and  Light  Infantry  of  the 

garrison,  and  ail  the  men  of  the  12th  and  Uarden- 
berg's  regiments,  officers  and  non-commissioned 
officers,  now  on  duty,  lu  be  immediately  relieved  and 
to  join  their  regiments :  to  form  a  detachment^  con- 
sistuig  of  the  12th,  and  Hardenbeig's  i^q^iments 
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complete;  the  Grenadiers  and  Light  Infantry  of  all 
the  other  regiments  (which  are  to  be  completed  to 
their  full  establishtuout  £rom  the  battalion  companies] ; 
one  captain,  three  Iieatenant8»  10  non-commissioned 
officers,  and  a  100  artillery;  and  iLicu  engineers, 
seven  officers,  and  12  non-oommissioned  officers* 
overseen  ;  with  160  workmen  from  the  line  (ex- 
cepting the  12th  and  Uardouberg's  regiments),  and 
40  workmen  from  the  Artificer  Company.  Each 
mail  to  carry  36  rounds  of  anunuiiition,  a  good  flint 
in  his  piece,  and  another  in  his  pocket.  No  drums 
to  go  out,  excepting  two  with  each  of  the  regiments. 
No  volunteers  to  be  allowed.  The  vviioie  to  assemble 
on  the  Red  Sands  at  12  o'clock  this  night,  and  to  be 
commaniltd  by  Brigadier-General  Ross,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  a  sortie  upon  the  enemy's  batteries. 
The  80th  and  58th  regiments  to  parade  at  the  same 
hour  on  the  general  parade,  under  the  command  of 
Brigadier-General  Ficton,  to  sustain  the  sortie  if 
necessary/* 

All  the  officers  belonging  to  this  detachment 
then  on  guard  were  immediately  reUeved^  and  every 
preparation  made  enjoined  in  the  order. 

At  the  appointed  hour  everything  was  in  readiness ; 
the  detachment  was  drawn  up  m  three  lines,  the  right 
column  in  the  rear,  and  the  left  in  the  front ;  behind 
aD  were  the  workmen  with  tools  to  destroy  the 
trenches,  and  on  the  extreme  left  were  a  body  of 
naval  pioneers  from  the  squadron. 
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The  force  of  the  enemy  in  their  lines  and  advanced 
works  consisted  (tf  50  or  60  cavalry  and  6U0  iufaDtry, 
composed  of  the  Spanish  and  Walloon  gnaids,  artfllery- 
men,  Cassadores,  and  light  troops,  besides  a  bodj  of 
anned  wotkmen. 

The  Spaniards  liad  never  contemplated  the  pos- 
sibility of  an  assault  upon  their  works>  their  ap- 
proaches were  therefore  undefended  by  any  flanking 
fire,  and  their  batteries  in  rear  could  only  play  upon 
the  reverse  of  thmr  advanced  parallels* 

Clear  and  stringent  directions  were  given  for  the 
guidance  of  the  officers  commanding  the  columns. 
The  right  column  was  to  lead  and  march  through 
Forbes 's  barrier  for  the  extremity  of  the  parallel, 
keeping  the  eastern  fences  of  the  gardens  close  on 
their  left.  The  centre  to  follow,  mardting  through 
Ba}  side  barrier,  across  the  gardens,  uiid  against  the 
mortar  batteiy.  The  left  cdunm  to  maich  aking  the 
beach  to  destroy  the  gun  batteries.  Hnt  most  pro- 
found silence  was  to  be  observed. 

It  was  not  until  after  midnight  that  all  these  ar« 
rangemeuts  were  completed.  Shortly  before  three 
o'clock,  when  the  moon  had  nearly  set,  the  detachment, 
about  2000  strong,  moved  fiirwaid  in  breathless  sOence 
from  the  barrier  gates.  The  right  column,  under 
Lt-Gol.  Hugo,  was  almost  inunediatdy  diaoovered  by 
the  advanced  sentries,  and  the  alann  was  given  all 
along  the  line.  The  enemy,  terrified  and  dismayed, 
rushed  to  arms,  but  the  British  troops  in  another 
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moment  were  upou  tlieui,  and  were  quickly  in  posses- 
sioD  of  the  principal  bfttteries. 

For  a  brief  space  the  Spaniards  kept  up  a  scat- 
tered lire,  but  ail  was  disorder  in  the  trendies.  An 
irrenstible  panic  spread  among  the  men,  they  gave 
way  on  all  sides,  and  precipitately  ubuadoued  tlie  whole 
lineofwoiks.  Never  was  sueoeas  more  oomplele.  The 
pioneers  and  artiDeiymen  speedily  levelled  and  de- 
stroyed the  stupendous  parapets,  the  gabions  and  plat- 
forms wm  kindled,  and  the  fire  spread  with  such 
ru{)i(lity  that  in  half  an  hour  two  mortar  batteries  of 
ten  Id-inch  mortars^  and  three  batteries  of  six  gona 
eaeh,  with  all  the  lines  of  approach,  communication, 
and  traverses,  were  m  flames,  and  soon  reduced  to 
aahea.  The  mortars  and  cannon  were  spiked,  and 
nearly  all  the  magazines  exploded.  So  paralyzed  was 
the  enemy,  that  during  this  tcmiic  conliagration  they 
stood  almost  mkaai  spectaton  of  the  soeae. 

As  had  been  anticipated,  the  guns  in  rear  could 
not  be  hmi(^t  to  bear  upon  the  advanced  trenches, 
and  mortars  loaded  with  grape  threw  a  dropping  and 
iU-directed  &re  upon  the  assaulting  columns.* 

•  ne  tnftctivity  of  the  Spanish  cAvalry  upon  thiii  ooca<*ion 

ha8  been  commented  on.  Booth  (Notes  in  Jleriot'i}  Aecoimt; 
Bay>« : — 

••About  40  of  the  mvalry  come  out  of  the  lines,  but  upon 
■eein*^  surh  sujHTior  f(>rre!'  hurriod  back  ai,'nin  ax  fa«t  a?*  their 
bombs'        could  carry  theui.    It  waa  said  thev  had  not  nu>rt» 

•  * 

than  1000  mea  in  the  linea,  in  fact  thej  wwe  oompleteij  tftk^a 
by  tiurpriae.** 
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By  five  o'clock  in  the  moruiBg  the  troops  had 
letumed  within  the  garrisoiiy  after  having  eompletdiy 
demolished  the  whole  of  the  advanced  works,  which 
had  been  perfected  at  an  incredible  cost  of  time, 
labour,  and  expense. 

Just  uii  the  rear  column  had  passed  the  barrier 
gILtes  on  its  return,  the  enemy's  grand  magazine  blew 
up  with  a  terrific  explosion,  scattering  masses  of  tim- 
ber  and  debris  in  all  directions.  The  scene  durmg 
the  general  conflagration  was  magnificently  grand;  the 
whole  isthmus  was  one  blaze  of  fire,  and  the  high- 
est peaks  of  the  huge  Hock  were  scarcely  visible 
throngh  the  dense  atmosphere  of  smoke.  Notwith- 
standing the  glorious  result  of  this  sortie,  the  loss  of  the 
detachment  was  insignificantly  small;  four  privates 
only  were  killed,  and  one  ofl5.cer,  and  24  non-com* 
missioned  officers  and  privates  wounded.  The  suc- 
cess of  this  attack  is  mainly  attributable  to  Brigadier- 
General  Ross,  who  throughout  the  operations  displayed 
the  greatest  judgment^  prudence,  and  courage.  But 
though  Ross  was  entrusted  with  the  command  of  the 
sortie.  General  EUott  was  too  deeply  anxious  for  the 
result  to  remain  within  the  garria0n,  and  he  accom- 
paiiied  the  troops  nominally  as  a  spectator.  His 

Lieutecunit  Tweedie»  12th  B^gunent,  was  wotuided  in  the 
thigh  by  a  grape  shot  A  pencil  note  in  Heriot*i  aooount  cf 
the  sortie,  taye 

^  This  wa§  a  dropping  fihot  from  a  mortar,  which  the  ODemy 

had  loaded  wiih  grape,  hiiviug  uo  other  means  of  firing  on  the 
troops  in  the  tiortie." 
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conduct,  in  thus  imperilling  his  own  life,  jeopardiziDg 
the  fate  of  the  fortress,  and  iDterfering  with  the  respon- 
sibility of  Ross,  was  the  subject  of  some  comment  both 
at  the  time  and  afterwards.  It  was  affirmed  to  be  con* 
traiy  tothe  roles  of  war  for  a  general  to  leave  his  gam- 
son  while  a  liazardous  and  doubtful  attack  was  made 
upon  an  enemy  's  lines  with  a  third  of  the  whole  force, 
and  it  was  reasonably  asked,  What  would  have  been 
the  consequence  in  this  case  had  the  14,000  Spanish 
troops  in  camp  advanced  against  the  place  while  the 
sortie  was  going  on?  "What,"  says  a  critic,  "did 
General  O'Hara  experience  by  leaving  his  garrison? 
He  was  made  prisoner^  and  the  place  (Toulon)  soon 

afterwards  evacuated." 

General  Ross,  too,  appears  to  have  considered  Gen- 
eral Eliott's  presence  with  the  column  as  an  interfer- 
ence with  his  conmiand,  and  he  felt  it  implied  uu 
insinuation  that  he  was  not  implicitly  trusted. 

After  the  works  bad  been  carried,  General  Eliott 
took  up  his  position  at  a  spot  where  the  principal 
defence  had  been  made,  and  here  the  ground  was 
strewn  with  many  bodies.*  Orders  were  then  given  to 
destroy  the  intrenchments.  Anxious  that  none  of  the 
wounded  should  by  any  accident  perish  in  the  flames 
of  the  burning  batteries,  the  governor  went  into  the 

•  Wben  the  troops  entered  the  b«tteriet,  the  written  re- 
port of  the  Speaiih  comnuui^yiif^  officer  was  found  in  one  of  the 
•pliater  proo&.  It  etated  thai  **  nothing  eztraordtnery  had 
heppened  daring  the  night."  An  impression  alightlypmatiire. 
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trench  himself  to  look  rourid  before  the  blaze  was 
kindled.  Among  the  bodies  he  found  a  wounded 
officer,  whom  by  his  uniform  he  knew  to  be  a  captain 
of  the  Spanish  artilleiy.  The  general  spoke  to  him 
with  all  kindness,  and,  promising  him  every  assistanoe, 
ordered  him  to  be  removed,  as  the  fire  was  now  rapidly 
spreading  to  the  spot  where  ho  lay.  But  the  Spaniaid, 
raising  himself  with  difficulty,  feebly  exclaimed,  "  No, 
Sir,  no,  leave  me,  and  let  me  perish  amid  the  nims  of 
my  post."  In  a  few  minutes  he  expired.  It  waa 
afterwards  found  that  he  had  commanded  the  guard 
of  St  Carlos  s  batteiy,  and  that  when  his  men  threw 
down  their  arms  and  fled  he  mshed  forward  from 
the  work  into  the  attacking  column,  exclaiming: — 
**  At  least  one  Spaniard  shall  die  honoorabljr/'  and  fell 
where  he  was  found,  at  the  foot  of  his  post. 

The  success  of  this  sortie  exceeded  the  utmost 
expectations  of  the  goremor,  and  a  disastrous  Mow 
had  been  struck  against  the  operations  of  the  be- 
siegers. For  a  time  the  Spaniards  seemed  prostrated 
with  the  misfoitune  they  had  sufllsred,  and  no  attempt 
was  made  to  reconstruct  the  damaged  works ;  but  m 
December  they  recovered  from  their  stupor,  great 

numbers  of  men  were  employed  repairing  the  batteries, 
and  it  was  evident  that  they  intended  again  to  assume 
the  offensive. 

An  affecting  story  is  related  of  a  Spanish  officer 
who  was  wounded  and  taken  prisoner  during  the 
sortie.    The  Baron  Von  Helmstadt,  an  ensign  in  the 
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\\  allcx)u  guards,  was  hit  daDgeroiisly  in  the  knee,  and 
ampulatioD  became  neoessaiy.   To  thia  operation  the 

Baron  demurred,  affirming  a<  one  reason  that  he  ua3 
betrothed  to  a  lady  to  whom  he  would  never  offior 
himaelf  with  a  mutilated  limb.  General  Eliott,  hear* 
ing  of  his  objections,  went  himself  to  8ee  him,  and 
urged  him  to  submit  to  the  opinions  of  the  surgeon ; 
pointing  out  to  him  that  his  affianced  bride  would 
receive  him  with  the  more  atiection  ibr  his  having 
gained  an  honourable  wound.  Hie  young  officer 
yielded  to  the  persuasions  ol  the  governor,  and  the  leg 
was  taken  off.  Eor  a  short  time  after  the  amput* 
ation  there  was  every  prospect  of  his  dobg  well, 
but  unfavourable  symptoms  set  in,  and  on  the 
28th  of  December  he  died  of  an  inflammatoiy  ftver« 
Dming  his  illness  flags  of  tmoe  were  daily  passing  and 
repassing  to  mform  iiis  friends  of  his  situation.  On 
the  29th  his  body  was  earned  fix>m  the  hospital  to 
the  New  Mole  with  all  milit^iry  honours,  the  Grenadier 
company  of  the  12th  regiment,  the  Governor^  Mi^* 
General  de  la  Motte,  and  Captain  Curtis,  formed  the 
procession,  and  the  corpse  having  been  laid  in  a  boat 
three  volleys  were  fired  over  it  The  boat,  preceded 
by  a  barc:c,  in  which  were  Sir  Charles  Knowles  and 
the  Adjutant-Generaly  was  rowed  midway  across  the 
Bay,  and  there,  being  met  by  some  Spanish  officers, 
the  body  was  handed  over  to  the  enemy. 

Towards  the  close  of  December,  the  enemy  had 
made  conmderable  progress  in  their  works,  part  of  their 
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approaches  were  restored  and  strong  epaulments 
raised.  Notwithstanding  the  heavy  fire  from  the  gar- 
rison upon  their  working  parties,  these  works  were 
steadily  proceeded  with,  and  by  the  end  of  January 
the  mortar  battery  of  St  Carlos»  a  most  formidable 
redoubt,  was  almost  entirely  rebuilt.  Throughout 
February  the  enemy  displayed  the  greatest  industry 
in  the  restoration  of  their  batteries,  but  on  the  31st  of 
March,  during  a  fierce  fire  from  Willis's  and  Mon- 
tague's Bastion^  the  parapets  of  the  Mahon  Redoubt 
ignited,  and  the  flames  were  not  extinguished  until 
considerable  damage  had  been  done. 

In  this  month  intelligence  was  received  of  the 
fall  of  Muiorca,  and  General  EUott  not  erroneously 
concluded  that,  relieved  from  the  siege  of  St  Philip's 
and  Mahon,  Spain  would  devote  her  whole  energies 
to  the  conquest  of  Gibraltar.  On  the  11th  of  April,  a 
boat  arrived  from  Faro  with  despatches  for  the  go- 
vernor, and  a  private  conununication  containing  the 
most  important  intelligence.  It  anuoun^  ed  that  im- 
mense preparations  were  in  progress  at  Cadis  and  the 
Mediterranean  ports  for  a  conihiiied  and  tiual  attack 
upon  the  Rock.  To  the  Due  de  Crillon,  the  con- 
queror of  Minorca,  the  command  of  this  important 
operation  was  coutided.  Large  reinforcements  were 
ready  to  march  to  the  camp,  10  sail  of  the  line,  be- 
sides floating  batteries,  gun  and  mortar-boats,  under 
Admiral  Moreno,  were  to  assemble  at  Algeciras,  and 
the  most  talented  engineers  in  France  and  Spain  had 
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been  consulted  upon  the  best  measures  for  the  capture 
of  the  plaoe.   During  the  month  of  May,  the  prepar- 

ations  for  the  grand  event  commenced  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  Rock.  A  large  fleet  of  upwards  of  100  trans- 
ports entered  the  Bay  and  anchored  near  Algeciras,  and 
9000  men  were  landed  at  the  hver  Paimones  vessels 
arrived  daiiy»  laden  with.materiab  and  warlike  stores, 
and  marvellous  exertions  were  made  to  huny  forward 
the  arrangements* 

Active  operations  against  the  fortress  from  the 
lines  almost  eutirel/  ceased,  and  the  whole  camp  was 
occupied  in  preparing  for  the  final  blow  which  was  to 
restore  to  Spain  the  long-contested  prize. 

General  Ehott  watched  the  progress  of  these 
preparations  calmly,  but  with  anxiety.  The  struggle, 
he  felt,  would  be  a  terrible  one,  but  he  was  not  ill- 
prepared.  His  garrison  now  numbered  6000  hale 
and  hearty  men  inured  to  danger  and  fatigue,  nearly 
100  cannon  were  mounted  on  the  waUs,  and  the  stores 
and  ammunition  were  abundant.  So  celebrated  had 
the  great  siege  become,  that  it  now  attracted  the 
interest  and  attention  of  all  Europe ;  distinguished 
men  of  all  nations  flocked  to  this  theatre  of  the  war, 
and  a  detachment  of  Corsicans,  imder  command  of 
Senor  Leonetti,  nephew  to  General  Paoli,  tendered 
their  sen  ices  to  General  Eliott,  by  whom  they  were 
most  gladly  accepted. 

King  Charies,  whose  temper  was  usually  so  sedate, 
shared  the  general  ardour,  and  exhibited  such  eager- 
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ness  for  the  success  of  the  enterprise,  that  his  first 
question  in  the  muinmg  was,  "  Is  it  taken  ?  "  and  to 
the  negative  he  never  fiuled  to  reply,  *'  It  will  soon 

be  ours." 

In  the  allied  fleets  and  armies  the  excitement  was 
far  greater,  and  he  was  treated  as  a  criminal  who  for 

a  moment  doubted  of  success.  Spain  spared  neither 
treasure  nor  labour  to  insure  the  victoiy.  Experi- 
ence had  told  her  that  all  attacks  by  land  or  sea,  if 
conducted  upon  the  regular  principles  of  a  siege, 
must  end  in  failure  and  defeat.  On  the  land  side  the 
isthmus  was  narrow  and  confined,  and  allowed  but 
little  space  for  the  development  of  the  attack,  while 
the  nearer  the  works  approached  the  towering  Rock 
with  all  its  powerful  artillery,  the  greater  became  the 
difficulties. 

Piqued  at  the  succcsi,ful  defence  which  for  three 
years  had  baffled  eveiy  efiort  of  the  nation,  eniaged 
at  the  destruction  of  the  stupendous  lines  and 
batteries  ou  the  night  of  the  sortie,  and  burning  with 
the  desire  to  wipe  out  the  stain  on  the  national  honour, 
the  Spaniards  were  urged  on  in  this  last  struggle  by 
all  the  impulses  of  pride,  ambition,  and  revenge. 
The  slow  and  regular  operations  of  a  siege  having 
proved  but  labour  lost  against  this  stubborn  iiock, 
rewards  were  offered  to  the  most  skilful  engineers  in 
Europe  for  plans  to  subdue  the  fortress. 

Stimulated  by  these  liberal  offers,  a  thousand 
schemes  reached  Madrid,  some  bold  to  extravagance^ 
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otbere  too  ludicrous  to  deserve  attention.  Amongst 
them,  hoiwever,  was  one,  the  inyention  of  the  Chevalier 
d'Ar(;(iii,  of  such  superior  merit,  that  it  instantly 
arrested  the  attention  even  of  the  king  himself.  His 
plan  consisted  of  a  combined  attack  by  sea  and  hnd 
upon  a  scale  so  tremeudously  formidable,  and  assisted 
by  such  ingenious  inventions  of  art,  that  it  held  out 
a  prospect  of  certain  success. 

After  a  brief  consideration  the  Court  of  Madrid 
announced  its  unqualified  approval  of  the  scheme, 
and  orders  were  at  once  issued  for  its  adoption.  Not 
only  was  the  reduction  of  the  fortress  now  considered 
certain,  but  so  vast  were  the  powers  to  be  employed, 
and  so  prodigious  the  armament  to  be  brouglit 
against  the  walls,  that  the  annihilation  of  eveiy  stone 
U|K>n  the  Rock  was  not  unexpected.  The  plan  em- 
braced  two  leading  features;  first,  a  bombardment 
firom  the  isthmus,  upon  a  scale  hitherto  unknown  ; 
secondly,  an  attack  by  sea  along  the  whole  lengtli  of 
the  Line  Wall.  For  this  purpose  floating  batteries  of 
snrh  construction  that  they  were  to  be  "  at  once 
incombustible  and  insubmergible/'  were  to  be  em* 
ployed. 

Each  battery  was  clad  on  its  fightinpj  side  with 
three  successive  layers  of  squared  timber^  three  feet  in 
thickness ;  vrithin  this  wall  ran  a  body  of  wet  sand, 
and  within  that  again  was  a  line  of  cork  8<iaktd  m 
water,  and  calculated  to  prevent  the  efbcts  of  splinters, 
the  whole  being  bound  together  by  strong  wooden 

24  • 
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bolts.  To  protect  the  crews  from  shells  or  dropping 
•hot,  a  hanging  roof  was  contrived,  composed  of 

strong  rope-work  netting,  covered  with  wet  hides. 


7% 

fij 

lodging. 

Not  the  least  remarkable  part  of  these  vessels 
was  a  plan  forthe  prevention  of  oombuation  from  red- 
hot  shot.  A  reservoir  was  placed  beneath  the  roof 
from  which  numerous  pipes,  like  the  veins  of  the 
human  body,  circulated  through  the  sides  of  the  ship, 
giving  a  constant  supply  of  water  to  every  part,  and 
keeping  the  wood  continually  saturated. 

To  fonn  these  powerful  batteries,  tun  ships, 
from  600  to  1400  tons  burthen,  were  cut  down  to 
the  proper  proportions,  and  upwards  of  200,000 
cubic  feet  of  timber  were  u^ed  in  their  construction. 
£ach  battery  was  armed  with  from  eight  to  twentj 
heavy  brass  cannon  of  new  manufacture,  with  a 
reserve  of  spare  pieces.  The  crews  varied  in  number 
from  760  to  250  men.  One  large  sail  propelled  each 
ship. 

Besides  this  tremendous  armament  which  was  to 
aonihilate  the  line  of  defence  from  the  sea,  prepara- 
tions of  no  less  magnitude  were  being  made  for  the 
attack  on  the  northern  front.  Not  fewer  than  1200 
pieces  of  heavy  ordnance  were  ready  for  use  in  the 
artillery  park,  enormous  quantities  of  ammuniticm  and 
warlike  stores  were  in  the  magazines,  and  the  reserve 
of  gunpowder  alone  was  reported  at  83,000  barrels. 
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Immeiiae  worlu  were  being  hurried  forward  on  the 

isthmus,  of  a  grandeur  which  eclipsed  iuijthiug  that 
had  been  previously  constructed. 

In  24  hours  a  flying  sap  was  thrown  out  with  a 
rapidity  of  execution  unequalled.  The  parallel  extended 
to  a  length  of  230  toises^  with  a  Boyau  of  630  toises 
from  the  place  where  it  joined  the  principal  harrier  of 
the  lines.  The  construction  of  this  Boyau  required 
cne  nttUuMi  m  hundred  ihfmand  bags  of  sand,  and 
thousands  of  casks  were  used  in  forming  the  paralleL 
In  a  single  night  this  enormous  work  was  raised  to 
the  height  of  12  feet  with  18  feet  of  thickness,  and 
it  was  supposed  that  during  the  seven  hours  in  which 
it  was  erected  10,000  men  were  at  labour. 

To  asbibt  lu  the  assault  by  sea,  the  combined  fleets 
of  France  and  Spain,  amounting  to  50  sail  of  the 
line,  with  40  gnn*boats,  numerous  frigates,  and  50 
mortar  vessels,  were  to  act  in  support.  300  boats, 
fitted  with  hinged  platforms  at  their  prows,  were  to 
accompany  the  expedition,  and  at  the  proper  moment 
to  land  the  troops.* 

The  outline  of  the  attack  having  been  arranged, 
the  plan  was  drawn  out  by  the  Due  de  Cnllou  him- 
self, and  submitted  for  approval,  first  to  the  Court  of 

*  "  On  the  13th  July  a  soldier  of  the  78rd  regiment 
deehuTMi  himself  a  prophet,  and  prophened  that  within  six 
weeks  and  six  days  and  six  houn,  the  gvriton  ivould  be 
tdcen  snd  the  gOTenor  kflled.  He  was  taken  to  the  ProTost 
Ship,  there  to  await  the  expiratioii  of  the  tune  sad  then  be 
flogged.**— ^«t0*«  Jmtmal. 
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Madrid^  and  afterwards  to  the  King  of  F  rance.  Sub* 
sequently  the  details  were  very  materiaDy  altered^  hat 
the  principle  remained  the  same.  The  method 
originally  proposed  was  as  follows; 

« 

"The  phin  for  taking  Gibraltar^  presented  by 
CrOlon,  with  the  opinion  of  the  minister,  was  im- 
parted, by  order  of  His  Majesty,  to  France,  by  the  hand 
of  Aianda»  and  it  being  approved  of,  that  Court 
offered  27  auxiliary  ships.  According  to  this  plan 
the  assault  will  be  conducted  in  the  following  manner; 
Brigadier  Don  Ventora  Moreno  will  command  the 
lire  of  the  fleet.  The  vanguard  of  the  combined 
squadron  will  be  commanded  by  Seuor  Cordova^  and 
among  the  divisions  that  compose  it  will  be  induded 
the  3rd  of  1 2  fire-proot  ships,  which  will  anchor  in 
Algeciras,  until  Senor  Alvaies  completes  the  60  paces 
of  intrenchmcnt  opposite  tlie  fortress.  Our  ships 
will  then  attack ;  four  by  the  Europa  Point,  two  by 
the  New  Mole,  their  fire  being  supported  by  that  of 
the  gun  and  mortar-boats  and  bomb-ketches,  wiuch 
will  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  support  where  it 
may  be  required.  At  a  given  signal,  the  fire  from 
our  whole  line  will  open  with  that  of  the  mtrench- 
ment,  which  will  not  cease  until  a  breach  shaU  have 
been  made  at  the  Europa Tui at.  The  battering  ships 
will  not  be  allowed  to  qnit  their  respective  posts  till 
they  require  relief,  and  they  will  then  retire  to 
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Algecirasy  whence  others  will  proceed  to  supply  their 
places,  taking  up  the  same  points.  The  officer  who 
shall  act  counter  to  his  urders  will  be  removed  from 
his  post  without  its  being  referred  to  the  king.  The 
breach  having  been  made,  the  commander-in-chief, 
the  Duke  dc  Crillon,  will  notify  to  the  governor  the 
surrender  of  the  fortress ;  and  should  he  consent  to 
the  capitulation,  the  prelimiuaries  will  be  arranged, 
conceding  to  him  military  honours;  if  he  persist  in 
the  defence,  the  operations  will  continue  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner.  The  fire  by  sea  and  land  will  protect 
the  disembarkation  of  our  troops  on  the  flanks  of  the 
advance.  The  boats  conveying  them  will  be  covered 
by  large  planks  on  hinges,  which  on  unfolding  will 
MX  on  the  moles  on  the  right,  while  on  the  left  others 
will  rest  on  the  transports  that  follow,  in  order  to  link 
them  to  each  other  and  adjust  them  to  the  breach^ 
binding  them  firmly  together,  the  first  boat  being 
attached  to  the  ground  by  means  of  grappling  irons, 
which  it  wiU  carry  for  the  purpose.  The  troops  will 
advance  along  these  in  the  following  order :  11 
companies  of  Grenadiers  of  about  70  men  each,  and 
as  many  more  of  Chasseurs,  with  three  companies  of 
Dragoons,  the  whole  under  the  command  of  Seiior 
Cagigal,  General  of  the  second  oolunm  and  his 
subaltern  ofiicers,  the  Brigadier  Don  Francesco 
PachecOf  Cok>nel  of  Seville,  and  Senor  Aviles,  Colonel 
of  Villaviciosa.   Two  battalions  of  volunteers  of 
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Catalonia  will  form  the  flying  troops  to  form  a 
support  where  it  may  be  necessary,  aad  to  strengthea 
eitiier  flank,  or  profiting  by  any  opportunity  the 
enemy  may  ofier  of  attacking  him :  this  corps  wiil  be 
commanded  by  Brigadier  Don  Benito  Fanogo. 

"  The  army  will  be  formed  into  three  divisions,  its 
right  commanded  by  Lieutenant-General  Buch,  its 
left  by  the  Count  de  Cifuentes,  and  its  centre  by 
Marshal  Burghesi.  The  best  cx}mpany  of  Grenadiers 
firom  each  Tq;iment  will  be  detached  to  cover  its 
respective  corps,  and  when  the  disembarkation  of  the 
troops,  or  part  of  them,  shall  have  been  executed,  the 
boats  canying  the  fiucines,  powder-saucisses,  gabions, 
panniers,  pickaxes,  &c.,  will  be  sent  forward  m  order 
that  they  may  cover  themselves  as  the  disembarkation 
proceeds,  keeping  up  at  the  same  time  a  lively  fire 
along  with  the  rest  of  the  army.  Detached  parties 
will  scour  with  promptitude  the  Campo  Nuevo  in 
order  to  intercept  the  advanced  guard  and  to  cut  off 
the  retreat  of  the  enemy  to  the  mountain:  which 
dispositions  being  well  concerted,  the  enemy  will  be 
reduced  to  the  extremity  of  either  surrendering  or 
being  destroyed. 

"  The  squadron  of  Senor  Cordova  will  cover  the 
mouth  of  the  Straits,  and  the  French  will  place 
itself  88  much  within  as  circumstances  may  require. 
200  Muheletes  and  200  Artillerymen  more  have  been 
asked  for  from  the  camp:  those  that  are  present 
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being  required  for  the  intrenchment.   These  have  be^n 
sent  for  from  their  respective  corps/'  * 

The  fame  of  the  siege  of  Gibraltar  had  ere  this 
spread  to  the  remotest  comers  of  Europe.  The  Count 
d'Artois,  brother  to  the  King  of  France,  and  the  Due 
de  Bourbon,  arrived  in  the  camp  in  August,  impatient 
to  witness  the  £sU  of  the  invincible  fortress,  and  they 
were  followed  by  crowds  of  tlie  nobility  of  Spain, 
eager  to  join  in  an  enterprise  which  it  was  antici« 
pated  would  result  in  a  victory  most  glorious  to  their 
arms. 

General  Eliott  regarded  the  progress  of  the 
tremendous  armaments  without  despondency,  lie 
prepared  for  the  coming  storm,  and  made  every  effort 
to  meet  it  manfully  and  with  success.  An  experiment . 
which  had  lately  been  tried  with  red-hot  shot  pro- 
duced such  efifects,  that  he  founded  his  hopes  of 
destroying  the  enemy's  battering-ships  almost  solely 
upon  that  expedient,  and  great  numbers  oi  furnaces 
for  healing  the  shot  were  immediately  prepared  and 

placed  in  conveuieiit  po.Nitioiis  within  the  principal 
battenes.  The  defences  too  were  thoroughly  repaired, 
the  Land  Port  was  more  carefully  protected,  and  un- 
serviceable guns  were  laid  across  the  tops  of  the 
embrasures  in  many  of  the  works,  as  a  protection  to 
the  artillerymen  when  under  fire^f 

*  Trom  Bpiiuali  M8S.  in  Brituh  MuseiniL 

t  This  eircimutSQoe  is  mentioiied  in  a  letttr  fnm  Genenl 
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The  arrival  of  the  Count  d'Artois  in  the  camp 
gave  rise  to  an  interchange  of  courtesies  between  the 
governor  and  the  Dnc  de  Crillon,  and  though  the 
two  chiefs  were  on  the  eve  of  a  great  struggie  for 
the  mastery,  fetters^  couched  in  the  most  afEible  and 
peaceful  terms,  passed  between  tlieiii.  The  count 
having  brought  with  him  a  packet  of  letters  for  some 
officers  of  the  garrison,  the  Doc  de  CriDon  took 
advantage  of  the  opportunity,  and  when  the  parcel 
was  sent  in  to  the  fortress,  accompanied  it  by  a  letter 
from  himself  to  General  Eliott,  in  which  he  expressed 
the  highest  esteem  for  the  governor's  person  and 
character,  and  assnr6d  him  how  anxiously  he  looked 
forward  to  becoming  his  friend;  at  the  same  time  lie 
offered  a  present  of  a  few  luxuries  for  the  general's 
table.  In  reply  to  this  courteous  note,  the  governor 
returned  his  sincerest  thanks  for  the  gift,  but  begged 
that  in  future  no  such  fovour  might  be  heaped  upon 
him,  as  by  accepting  the  present  he  had  broken 
through  a  rule  to  which  he  had  faithfully  adhered 
since  the  beginning  of  the  war,  never  to  receive  any- 
thing for  ius  own  private  use,  but  to  partake  both  of 
plenty  and  scarcity  in  common  with  the  lowest  of  his 
brave  fellow-soldiers. 

Towards  the  end  of  August  a  grand  inspection  of 

Boyd,  wntton  some  time  after  the  siege.  He  vrm  that  the 
pUm  MMwered  admirably.  (Vide  Correspoudcnco  in  Colonial 
becretary'a  OiEco.) 
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the  floating  batteries  took  place  at  Algeciias,  at  which 

the  Trench  princes  were  present.  To  exhibit  the  ease 
and  simplicity  with  which  they  could  be  mancBUvred, 
the  vesseb  were  pat  through  various  movements,  to 
the  admiration  and  surprise  of  the  spectators.  So 
satisfeustoiy  was  this  trial  considered  that  it  became 
the  popufau*  opinion  that  24  homrs  would  suffice  for 
the  demolition  of  the  fortress,  and  the  Due  de  Crillon 
was  made  the  subject  of  the  greatest  ridicule  when 
he  cautiously  hinted  that  14  days  might  elapse  ere 
the  place  fell.  Crillon,  in  fact,  had  no  affection  for  the 
schemes  of  the  Chevalier  d'Ar^on,  and,  as  we  shall 
presently  see,  he  attributed  his  subsequent  failure 
almost  entirely  to  the  blind  confidence  that  was  placed 
in  the  floating  batteries. 

As  the  time  approached  the  greatest  impatience 
was  manifested  not  only  by  the  troops,  but  through* 
out  all  Spain,  for  the  commencement  of  the  attack, 
and  so  loud  was  the  clamour  for  inunediate  action 
that  d'Ar^on  was  ordered  to  hurry  on  the  completion 
of  the  floating  batteries  with  every  despatch. 

Late  in  August  a  council  of  war  was  held  in 
the  camp,  at  which  the  French  princes  were  present, 
and  it  was  then  proposed  that  the  command  and  di« 
rection  of  the  floating  batteries  should  be  confided 
to  the  officer  of  the  navy,  Crillon  taking  upon  him- 
self the  responsibility  of  the  attack  by  land.  Dis* 
putes  had  already  arisen  as  to  the  proper  dispositions 
for  the  bombardmenti  Crillon  claiming  an  undivided 
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authority  over  the  whole  proceediDgs,  while  the  min- 
ister of  marine  was  anxious  that  the  admiral  should 
direct  the  movements  of  the  batteries  and  tiieir  mode 
of  equipment.* 

When  the  before-mentioned  proposal  was  con- 
veyed to  Cniion,  he  peremptorily  refused  to  accede 
to  it.  Nor  could  any  decision  be  arrived  at  regard- 
ing the  most  proper  point  of  attack ;  the  Old  Mole» 
which  at  first  appeared  the  weakest  part  of  the  fort- 
ress, was  found  to  be  covered  by  the  guns  of  the 
principal  batteries  on  the  Rock,  while  the  New  Mole 
presented  even  greater  difficulties.  There  was  another 
matter  too  which  became  the  subject  of  discussion 
up  to  the  very  moment  of  the  attack,  and  this  was, 
whether  it  would  not  be  expedient  to  supply  eacb 
floating  battery  with  warp -anchors,  and  double 
cables,  that  they  might  withdraw  in  case  of  ac- 
.cident.f 

*  Florida  Blanca's  Bepresentatioa. 

t  "  When  the  battery  '  Paul*  Prima*  was  proved  for  tlie 
attaek,  it  was  perceived  that  there  was  a  deficient  of  water  Ibr 
pveventing  the  effect  of  red-hot  balls.  The  genml  and  com- 
manding officer!  were  infonned  of  thia  defiBct|bttt  they  thought 
so  li|^y  of  it|  fliat  Don  Cayetaa  Lmgani  pleseantly  nid  '  he 
would  undertake  to  reoeiTo  m  his  hnaife  all  the  ied*bot  ihot  of 
the  eaemy.*  llotwithstaiiding  the  pressing  entreetiee  of  Mbm. 
d'  Aii9oa  that  an  etaay  ifaould  be  made  with  ved-hot  balb 
upon  this  battery  before  opening  it  against  the  garrison,  ai  ha 
apprehended  that  the  want  of  a  constant  circulation  of  water 
round  the  top  would  be  found  a  very  nmurial  defect,  his  re- 
quest of  an  experiment  was  refused*'' — Historical  bkctch  of 
Gibraltar.   Heriot,  1792. 
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These  unfortimate  disputes^  which  arose  at  a  time 
when  perfect  unaiiiiiiinity  was  most  essential,  hamp- 
ered the  progress  of  operations,  and  destroyed  that 
haimony  which  should  have  esusted  between  Ciilkm 
and  his  subordinates.  D'Ar^on  especially  was  offended 
and  auQoyed ;  he  claimed  for  himself  the  meiit  of  hav- 
ing invented  the  machines  which  were  to  annihilat>e  the 
place,  and  insisted  upon  his  l  i^^ht  to  have  the  sole  direc- 
tiou  oi  their  movemenU.  ChUon,  on  the  other  hand, 
perceived  that  if  the  command  were  divided,  and  the 
attack  should  prove  successful,  the  ^\ory  of  the  tri- 
umph would  be  appropriated  by  the  French  engineer. 
In  the  many  councib  of  war  that  preceded  the  bom- 
bardment, the  duke  did  not  care  to  conceal  bis 
jealousy  of  the  Chevalier  d'Ar^n.  On  one  oocasioHp 
deriding  the  propositions  of  the  engineer,  he  ex- 
clauued^  "  You  have  a  fatherly  love  for  your  batteries, 
and  are  only  anxious  for  their  preservation.  Should 
the  enemy  attctupt  to  take  podst^^^on  of  them,  I  will 
bum  them  before  his  face.''  On  another  occasion, 
when  in  the  presence  of  the  French  princes,  he  said, 
**  You  were  summoned  into  bpam  to  execute  pUn 
for  the  attack  of  Gibraltar  by  floating  batteries. 
Your  conmiiiision  is  performed,  the  rest  belongs  to 
me. 

*  Lord  HahoD,  Hiit  of  Ens^ind,  toL  vti  p.  280,  asyit 
"  thai  the  Doe  de  Grilkn  saw  Httle  protpeet  of  ptefiiling  on 
the  Umd  lide,  ....  hot  fixed  his  hopes  on  some  flosltng  bat- 
teries of  new  inventioo.**    CriUon  slwaji  doubted  tbevaattted 
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While  these  discussions  and  misunderstandings 
were  distracting  the  oooncils  of  the  besiegers^  a  master 
hand  was  guiding  the  preparations  for  the  defence 
within  the  fortress.  Every  emergency  that  might 
occur  was  provided  for,  eveiy  danger  that  could  be 
foreseen  averted,  and  the  garrison  itself  reinforced  by 
a  Marine  Brigade  of  600  men  under  command  of 
Brigadier  Curtas.  In  the  first  week  of  September, 
the  land  works  of  the  enemy  iiad  progressed  with 
gigantic  strides,  inmiense  batteries,  some  containing 
as  many  as  Gi  guns,  only  waited  to  be  unmasked, 
and  long  strings  of  mules  streamed  hourly  into  the 
trenches,  hden  with  shot,  shell,  and  ammunition. 

The  advanced  \\  orks  were  not,  except  in  some  in- 
stances, yet  armed,  and  large  masses  of  materiel^  which 
had  accumulated  in  their  vicmity,  cumbered  the  embra- 
sures and  rendered  their  parapets  liable  to  destruction 
by  fire.  Seizing  upon  the  opportunity  thus  afforded  by 
the  negligence  of  tlie  Spaniards,  General  Boyd  wrote  to 
the  governor,  recommending  the  use  of  red-hot  shot 
against  these  works.  Though  the  distance  was  great, 
and  the  effect  of  heated  shot  had  not  then  been 
thoroughly  ascertained,  Ehott  acquiesced  in  the  pro« 
position,  and  Major  Lewis,  commandincr  the  artillery, 
was  ordered  to  execute  the  attack.  On  the  Sth  of 
September  the  preparations  were  completed,  and  at 

poorer  of  these  mn chines,  and  had  no  ophtion  of  tbear  effici^. 
—Vide  hit  letter  to  EUott,  pott. 
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seven  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  guards  having 
been  relieved,  a  tremendous  lire  was  opened  from  ail 
the  northem  batteries.  Throughout  the  day  this  fiery 
cannonade  \s  m  kept  up  with  unabated  fury.  By  10 
A.  M.  the  Mahon  batteiy  and  another  work  of  two 
guns  were  in  flames,  and  by  five  in  the  evening  were 
entueiy  consumed,  with  all  their  gun-carriages,  plat- 
farma,  and  magasmea.  The  effect  of  the  nd-hot  ahot 
exceeded  the  most  sanguine  expectations ;  the  damage 
done  was  exten8ive»  and  for  a  time  irreparable,  the 
greater  part  of  the  communication  to  the  eastern 
parallel  w  as  destroyed,  and  the  batteries  of  St  Carlos 
and  St  Martin  so  much  injured  that  they  were  no 
longer  serv  iceable.  At  one  moment  the  works  were 
on  ^  in  50  places,  and  the  flames,  lifted  by  the  wind, 
spread  with  tenribk  rapidity ;  but  by  the  prodigious 
exertions  ot  the  enemy's  troops,  who,  notwithstanding 
the  galling  fire  fiN>m  the  garrison  to  which  they  were 
exposed,  displayed  a  reckless  intrepidity,  the  work 
of  destruction  was  arretted  and  many  of  the  batteries 
saved  finom  min.    Irritated  at  this  nneipected  attack 

upon  woiks  which  had  cost  him  so  uuu-h  l.ihuur  and 
anxiety,  Crillon  was  precipitated  into  a  premature 
bombardment,  which,  while  it  exposed  to  view  the 
hitherto  masked  batteries,  and  thus  gave  General  Ehott 
an  opportunity  of  preparing  counter-works  upon  the 
Rock,  at  the  same  time  did  considerable  damage  to 
the  uutinished  lines. 

On  the  morning  of  the  9th  September,  a  batteiy 
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of  64  guns  opened  at  day-break,  and  a  tremendous 
discbarge  from  170  pieces  of  cannon  announced  the 
commencement  of  the  final  bombardment.  At  the 
same  time  a  squadron  of  seven  Spanish  and  two 
French  line*of-battle  ships  got  under  way  at  Orange 
Grove,  and  dropping  slowly  past  the  sea-line  wall, 
delivered  several  broadsides  against  the  south  bastion 
and  Ragged  Staff,  until  they  arrived  off  Euiopa. 
Then,  having  first  formed  line  to  eastward  of  the 
Rock,  they  attacked  the  batteries  from  the  Point  as 
far  as  the  New  Mole  with  some  energy.  On  the 
following  day  this  manceuvre  was  repeated,  and  the 
cannonade  iiom  the  lines  was  renewed  with  all  its 
fierceness,  6500  shot  and  2080  shell  being  thrown 
into  the  fortress  every  24  hours.  Notwithstanding 
this  OTcrwhehning  fire  the  loss  in  the  garrison  was 
exceedingly  small. 

On  the  12th,  the  combined  fleets  of  Spain  and 
France,  numbering  89  ships  of  the  line,  entered  the 
Bay  of  Aigeciras,  and  having  formed  a  junction  with 
the  squadron  already  at  anchor,  raised  the  naval  force 
to  50  ships  of  the  line  and  two  second-rates ;  nine 
vessels  bore  an  admiral  s  flag. 

General  Eliott  was  conscious  that  the  moment  of 
trial  approached,  and  so  ably  had  he  conducted  his  pre- 
paiations  that  during  the  £4  hours  preceding  the  attack 
not  n  single  alteration  had  to  be  made,  even  in  the 
most  minute  directions  that  had  been  given  to  the 
troops.   Every  man  knew  his  place,  each  gun  was 
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UAd  off  for  one  particular  duty,  simple  aud  efficient 
airangements  had  been  made  for  a  oonstant  supply  of 
ammunition,  and  every  ba^^tion  was  furnished  wiih  its 
tuel  and  furnace  for  the  dreaded  red-hot  shot. 

It  was  during  the  morning  of  the  12th,  that  the 
governor  received  iuforuiutiun  that  the  combined  at- 
tack would  commence  on  the  following  day.  Calmly 
as  this  courageous  man  awaited  the  moment  of  trial, 
he  could  not  but  be  miiuenced  by  the  gravest  anxie- 
ties for  the  result.  He  had  witnessed  the  gigantic 
armaments  that  were  preparing  for  the  assault ;  and 
though  ignorant  of  .the  exact  force  which  was  to  be 
brought  against  him,  he  was  aware  that  neither  Fhmce 
nor  Spain  had  spared  labour  or  expense  to  accumiUate 
'a  strength  hitherto  unknown  in  the  history  of  sieges. 
On  the  land  he  was  threatened  by  246  pieces  of 
cannon,  mortars,  and  howitzers,  and  an  army  of  near 
40,000  men ;  while  by  sea  50  sail  of  the  Une,  10 
tiualing  batteries'  of  a  construction  bUpj>oscd  to  be 
indestructible,  with  countless  gun]  and  mortar  boats, 
and  300  smaller  craft,  were  waiting  only  the  signal  for 
the  attack.  To  tins  enormous  armament,  but  7000 
men  and  96  guns  could  be  opposed*  At  a  council  of 
war  held  in  the  Spanish  camp  on  the  4th  of  Septem- 
ber, the  final  details  for  the  arrangement  of  the  grand 
attack  had  been  settled,  and  it  was  decided  to  open 
the  buui bailment  on  the  13th  of  the  month. 

At  this  council  Mons.  d'Ar^on  vehemently  pro- 
tested against  the  precipitate  haste  with  which  the 
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preparations  of  the  floating  batteries  had  been  Imi  ned 
0D>  and  vainly  pleaded  for  a  few  days  further  delay, 
in  order  that  some  experiments  might  be  made  npon 
the  vessels^  and  especially  that  tiie  effectiveness  oi  the 
water  apparatus  might  be  tested.  His  arguments 
were  met  by  others  equally  cogent.  Lord  Howe  with 
a  powerful  fleet  was  known  to  be  on  his  way  to  relieve 
the  fortress,  and  it  was  of  vital  importance  that  his 
arrival  should  be  anticipated.  The  season  was  al- 
ready far  advanced,  and  the  works  on  the  land  side, 
which  had  only  just  been  repaired^  were  at  any  mo* 
ment  exposed  to  a  second  partial  destruction  by  red- 
hot  shot.  All  objections,  therefore,  were  oveimled, 
and  the  dav  was  named. 

At  about  seven  o  clock  on  the  morning  of  the  I3th 
September,  the  enemy's  fleet  was  observed  to  be  in 
motion,  off  the  Orange  Grove,  and  shortly  aftierwarda 
the  ten  floating  batteries  were  under  way,  and  with 
a  crowd  of  boats  standing  for  the  southward  with  a 
light  north-west  breeze. 

Shortly  before  ten  o'clock  they  had  reached  their 
respective  stations  off  the  line  wall,  and  the  Admiral 
Don  Buenoventura  Moreno  in  the  Pastors,"  having 
taken  up  a  position  opposite  the  capital  of  the  King's 
Bastion,  the  otliers  anchored  in  admirable  order  on  ius 
right  and  left  flanks,  at  about  1000  yards'  distance 
from  the  walls  of  the  fortress.* 

*  VAXIS  09  Vax  BATTSBIire  SHIM. 

Pastom  21     Kear-Adiniml  Buenoreiitura  Moreno 
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At  this  time  the  enemy's  camp  and  the  surrouDd- 
ing  hilb  were  ooTered  with  coontless  thotuands  cf 
•pectators,  who  had  hurried  from  all  paiU  of  Spain 
to  witness  the  M  of  GibiaHar.  The  batteries  had 
no  sooner  let  go  their  anchors  than  a  tremendous 
cannonade  oi  hot  and  cold  shot  was  opened  upon 
them  all  akmg  the  line;  at  the  same  instant  the 
ponderous  vessels  replied  from  all  their  gms,  support- 
ed by  the  fire  of  186  pieces  of  ordnance  from  the 
works  on  the  isthmus. 

Never  before  in  the  anuab  of  war  had  a  spectacle 
so  magnificently  grand  been  witneB8ed,*-400  cannon 
belched  forth  their  volleys  of  fire  at  the  same  mo- 
ment, the  whole  heaven  was  obsenred  by  the  enrling 
ckmds  of  smoke  which  clnng  aroond  the  rugpred 
peaks  of  the  rock,  while  tbo  misty  gloom  was  iitiuUy 
illumined  by  the  flashes  of  a  thousand  carames  and 
sheDs.  The  whole  peninsula  was  overwhelmed  with 
a  torrent  of  shot. 


Talla  Piedra 

21 

Prince  of  Nassau 

Paula  Primeap* 
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Don  Fledfo  Ssadiei 
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For  two  hours  this  terrible  cauuonade  continued 
without  inteimission,  and  no  impiession  had  been 
made  upon  the  floating  batteries ;  so  well  calculated 
was  tlieir  construction  to  withstand  the  effects  of  ar- 
tiUery,  that  the  heaviest  sheik  rebounded  from  their 
look,  and  the  shot  struck  hariuless  on  their  sides. 
Upwards  of  2000  red*>hot  balls  had  been  thrown 
against  them,  and  no  symptoms  of  combustion  ap- 
peared, except  here  and  there  a  feeble  flame»  which 
ere  it  could  spread  was  quenched. 

At  noon  the  enemy  slackened  their  fire  from  the 
sea  for  a  moment,  but  seemingly  only  for  the  purpose 
of  amendmg  the  direction  of  their  guns,  which  had 
previously  been  uncertain  and  too  high;  the  pause 
was  but  for  an  instant,  and  the  artillery  again  burst 
forth  with  a  more  powerful  and  better  directed  fire. 
Showers  of  every  missile  swept  over  the  walls,  and 
abeady  the  British  troops,  disappointed  with  the 
effects  of  the  red-hot  shot,  and  fatigued  with  the  mid- 
day sun,  began  to  look  gloomily  upon  the  issue  of 
the  fight.  But  about  two  o'clock  slight  wreaths  of 
fiame  were  observed  issuing  from  the  admiral's  ship, 
and  at  the  same  time  a  strange  confusion  was  re- 
marked  among  the  men  on  board  I  lie  "  Talla  Piedra.'* 
On  board  this  battery  was  the  GhevaUer  d'Ar^n, 
who  was  present  in  the  action  as  a  volunteer  to  watch 
the  success  of  his  own  inventions.  Several  red-hot 
shot  had  struck  this  ship,  but  one  alone  gave  any  un- 
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easiness  to  those  on  board ;  to  reach  the  smouldering 
wood-work  the  guns  were  silenced,  and  the  smoke 
cieanDg  away  left  tlie  vessel  exposed  to  such  a  coii- 
oentrated  firei  that  ail  efforts  to  arrest  the  prepress  of 
the  flames  were  vain.  The  blaze  rapidly  spread,  the 
crew  were  seised  with  a  panic,  and,  fearful  of  an  ex. 
plosion,  turned  the  mter  into  the  powder  magasmes. 
Thus  oue  battery  was  rendered  ubciesis  during  the 
'  remainder  of  the  action. 

In  the  admiral's  ship  the  flames  were  for  some 
hours  subdued,  and  her  guns  continued  to  play  upon 
the  walls  till  nightfall ;  but  the  disorder  which  was 
immediately  visible  iu  the  Talla  Ticdra  and  the  Pas- 
tora  soon  affected  the  whole  line  of  attack,  and  by 
seven  o'clock  in  the  evening  the  fire  ftom  the  fortress 
had  gamed  a  eoinmandmg  superiority. 

At  midnight  signals  of  distress  were  made  from 
all  parts  of  the  Bay.  The  admiral's  ship  was  in 
Hames  trom  stem  to  stem,  and  others  had  been  set 
on  fire.  The  enemy  now  determined  to  abandon  all 
the  ships,  and  tliose  which  had  hitherto  resisted  the 
effects  of  the  red-hot  shots  were,  by  order  of  the 
admiral,  set  in  flames. 

Ab  the  grey  morumg  dawned  the  scene  on  the 
walen  of  the  Bay  was  sublimely  terrible;  masses  of 
shattered  wreck,  to  which  were  dinging  the  drown- 
ing crews,  floated  over  the  troubled  waves  i  groans 
and  cries  for  help  reached  even  to  the  walls,  or 
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were  drowned  in  the  thunders  of  the  exploding 
magasines,  wUle  the  glaring  flames  of  the  bnining 
vessels  cast  a  lurid  iigiit  over  the  awful  spectacle. 

At  two  o'clock  in  the  inonung»  Bripidier  Curtis, 
who  with  his  squadron  of  gun-boats  lay  at  the  New 
Mole  ready  to  take  advantage  of  aoy  opportunity  to 
harass  the  enemy,  pushed  oat  to  the  westward  and 

with  great  expedition  formed  line  u[)on  the  flank  of 
the  battering  ships.  This  sudden  movement  com* 
pletflly  cKsoonoerted  the  Spaniards,  who  were  engaged 
in  removing  the  crews  from  the  vessels,  and  they  fled 
precipitately^  abandoning  the  wounded  and  leaving 
them  to  perish  m  tlic  flames.  As  daylight  appeared 
two  feluccas,  which  had  not  been  able  before  to  escape, 
were  discovered  endeavouring  to  get  away,  but  a  shot 
from  one  of  the  gun-boats  killing  five  of  their  men, 
they  both  sunendefcd. 

Hearing  from  the  prisoners  that  hundreds  of 
officers  and  men,  some  woimded,  still  remained  on 
board  the  batteries,  and  must  certainly  perish. 
Captain  Curtis,  at  the  utmost  risk  of  his  own  life, 
made  the  most  heroic  efforts  to  e&ct  their  rescue.* 

•  **Thk  most  unaroidablf  Iistb  been  Uietr  wielcbad  fitto, 
hsd  'they  not  been  dragged  from  amidst  the  flimm  bj  the 
penonal  intrepidity  of  Brigidier  Curtis  at  the  utmost  haard 
of  his  own  life,  a  lifii  invalnaUe  to  His  Majesty's  semee. 
For  some  time  I  felt  the  utmost  anguish  seeing  his  pinnace 
close  one  of  the  largest  ships  at  the  moment  she  blew 
up.  — ElioLt'ii  deapatch  to  Lord  Shelbourne,  Gibraltar,  8ept. 
15th,  1783. 
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Careless  of  danger  from  the  explosions  which  eveiy 
instant  scattered  showers  of  ddbris  around  him,  he 
passed  from  ship  to  ship  and  literally  dragged  from 
the  burning  decks  the  miserable  men  who  yet  remained 
on  board.  With  the  coolest  intrepidity  he  pushed 
hi^  puinace  dose  alongside  one  of  the  largest  batteries 
at  the  very-  moment  she  blew  up,  covering  the  sea 
with  fragments  of  her  wreck.  For  a  time  the  boat 
was  ingulfed  amid  the  Ming  ruin,  and  her  escape 
was  miracnbus.  A  huge  balk  of  timber  fell  through 
her  floormg,  kiiliiig  the  coxswain,  wounding  others  of 
the  crew,  and  starting  a  large  hole  in  her  bottom. 
Through  this  leak  the  water  rushed  so  rapidly  that 
httle  hope  was  left  of  reat  hiug  the  shore,  but  the 
sailors'  jackets  being  stuffed  into  the  aperture,  the 
hole  wdiy  pluL^ged,  and  the  gaUaiit  men  got  safe  to 
land.  By  the  heroic  and  humane  exertiona  of 
Captain  Curtis  and  his  boat's  crew,  857  persons  were 
saved  from  a  horrible  death. 

Whilst  these  disasters  were  occurring  in  the  Bay, 
the  hinil  batteries  on  the  isthmus  neve  r  for  iin  instant 
slackened  the  tremendous  lire  that  had  been  com- 
menoed  on  the  previous  morning ;  until  at  daybreak 
on  the  1 4th  the  Spaniards,  having  become  aware  of  the 
bte  of  their  comrades  on  board  the  vesseb,  ordered 
the  cannonade  to  cease. 

Captain  Curtis  had  scarcely  completed  his  serv  ico 
of  humanity  before  eight  of  the  remaining  ships  blew 
up  and  one  only  rcmiuncd  unconsumed.    At  first 
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it  was  hoped  tliat  she  might  be  saved  as  a  trophy 
of  the  glorious  action,  but  this  was  afterwards  found 
impossible,  and  she  was  set  fire  to  like  fhe  rest.  The 
flag  of  Adiuirai  Moreno  remained  flying  until  his 
battery  was  totally  destroyed. 

Desperate  had  been  the  straggle  and  great  was 
the  victory.  During  the  hottest  of  the  fire  General 
Eliott  took  his  station  on  the  King's  Bastion,  exposed 
to  tlic  guns  of  the  two  most  powerful  battering  ships 
Nothing  ooold  exceed  the  cookess  and  courage  (tf  the 
troops  during  this  tiying  day;  the  steady  and  in- 
cessant fire  was  never  allowed  to  slacken,  the  guns 
were  served,  says  the  governor,  with  the  ddibmte 
coolness  and  precision  of  school  practice,  but  the  ex- 
ertions of  the  men  were  infinitely  superior."  * 

The  fomaoes  for  heating  the  shot  were  feimd  to 
^be  too  few,  and  huge  fires  were  kindled  in  convenient 
comers  of  the  streets. 

An  immense  amount  of  ammunition  was  expended 
on  both  sides ;  320  of  the  enemy's  cannon  were  in 
play  throughout  the  day,  and  to  these  were  opposed 
only  96  guns  from  the  garrison.  Upwards  of  8000 
shot  and  716  barrels  of  gunpowder  were  fired  away 
by  the  garrison. 

When  the  unparalleled  force  of  the  bombardment 
is  considered,  the  casualties  among  the  troops  were 
remarkably  few,  one  officer,  two  sergeants,  and  13 
men  only  were  killed,  and  five  ofiicers  and  63  men 
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wounded.  The  enemy's  losses,  on  the  coutraiy,  were 
very  great ;  on  the  floating  batteries  alone^  1473  men 
were  either  killed,  wounded,  or  missing.* 

By  the  evening  of  the  14th  the  Bay  was  cleared  of 
the  shattered  wrecks,  and  not  a  vestige  of  the  formid- 
able nnnatiient,  which  yesterday  had  been  the  hope 
and  pride  <tf  Spain,  remained. 

The  contest  was  at  an  end,  and  the  united  strenp^h 
of  two  ambitious  and  powerful  nations  had  been  hum- 
bled by  a  straitened  garrison  of  6000  effective  men. 
With  the  destruction  of  the  floating  batteries,  the 
siege  was  virtually  concluded.f 

*  Copy  of  sn  official  ratom  in  SpsnislL  E^erton  M88. 

t  Anaoooimtof  this  attack  and  tibe  cauaeaof  its  fidhire  an 
given  by  the  Cheralier  d'Aiyon  himael^  in  his  ''Memoire  pour 
tenir  a  THistoire  du  Siege  de  Gibraltar,  par  Tautcur  dua 

batteries  flottantos,  17S3/' 

Speaking  of  the  dtfitnn  t  ion  of  the  biitteriep,  ho  naja, — 

"The  Talla  Piedra  waw  niuurcd  at  the  name  time  with  the 
Pnftora,  before  ten  •  th«^  tin*  of  t}i<»  two  battoriea  ht^aii  iramo- 
<1:.itfly;  that  of  the  euemy,  at  tirat  extrt^mely  brink  and  con- 
stant, slackened  towards  noon,  but  was  a^ain  continued  without 
intenni«ion  till  three  o'clock.  Among  the  number  of  red-hot 
balls  which  had  been  eitinguisbed  one  alone  alarmed  uff. 

**  Our  firing  began  to  alacfcen,  the  enemy  pfofited  by  this  in* 
tonnission,  re-oommenfied  a  stiU  more  heivry  cannonade^  and 
gained  a  decided  snperiority,  which  frnstnted  all  onr  effnrta 
to  anest  the  progroM  of  the  flamea. 

"  Now  onr  apprehensions  inereaaed,  and  an  order  too  pre- 
eqntateljr  giten  to  wet  the  powder  occasioned  a  totsl  eeaaation 
*  of  onr  cannonade. 

**  The  only  resource  reniaininfj  wa8  the  retreat  of  the  float* 
ballcnea  (Xaila  Piedra  and  Pastora). 
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In  Spain  the  news  was  received  with  consterna- 
tion and  despair. 

The  thousands  who  on  the  preceding  day  crowded 
upon  the  neigh  bouriDg  hills,  and  with  eager  anxiety 
awaited  the  anticipated  victory,  returned  to  their 
homes  disappointed  and  chagrined.  They  had  been 
taught  to  believe  that  the  attack  would  be  crashing 
and  invinoible ;  that  the  batteries  were  indeatructible; 

**Xheprog;feiB  of  the  conflagration  was  extremely  inooosider- 
ahle.  It  W18  tike  same  ball  from  which  the  Bmol»  proceeded^ 
at  iini  fiom  tiie  ontsidei  and  afterwards  through  tiie  interior 
joints.  But  this  hidden  fire^  which  could  eaiilx  have  been 
suppressed  by  xemonngto  a  distance  from  the  constant  fire  of 
the  garrison,  continned  in  a  smoking  state  for  six  hoiir%  sad 
did  not  become  tmgovemaVle  tiS  after  midnight,  'the  otiier 
batteries  were  yet  entire,  yet  it  was  determined  to  involve  them 
in  the  Humc  fate  as  the  TalU  PiuJra.  Tliey  were  ftU  abaudoned, 
and,  as  if  the  red-hot  shot  of  the  enemy  did  not  do  suflRHent  ex- 
ecution, the  resolution  was  taken  to  ^ot  our  own  vessels  on  fire. 

"This  onlcT  boiug  badly  executrd,  several  were  ab<«olutely 
set  on  fire  before  the  crew  had  evacuated  them,  and  four  were 
entire  at  six  in  the  morning,  after  having  equally  resisted  the 
attempts  to  bom  them  and  the  red-hot  shots  of  the  enemy* 
♦  •  •  •  •  At  seven  in  the  evening,  Admiral 
Goichen  offered  the  aaeistance  of  the  French  sqnadron  towards 
preserving  the  batteries^  and  although  allhtrs  were  in  no  veij 
finrouiable  sitnation,  it  was  answered  that  aU  was  weU,  and  no 
assistance  was  required. 

"  The  engineer  continued  on  board  the  1\d]a  Fiedra  tiU 
after  midnight,  when  he  repaired  to  request  succour  from  the 
admiral  By  him  he  was  sent  to  the  genersl,  who  had  settled 
the  whole  plan  with  the  commander  of  the  floating'  batteries. 
On  hi.-^  arrival  at  head-quarters  the  general  was  absent,  but  hj^ 
waa  informed  of  the  order  given  to  sot  the  whole  on  &re.** 
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that  the  fortrees  most  be  annihilated  by  their  over- 
whehnhig  file;  but  mstead  of  these  diBasten  the3r 
had  seen  every  ship  destroyed  or  sunk,  with  all  their 
guns,  and  2000  men  of  their  crews  either  killed, 

wounded,  or  taken  prisoners.  In  the  first  moment 
of  Gonstematioii  the  inventor  of  those  vast  machines, 
upon  the  snocess  of  which  the  whole  attack  depended^ 
could  not  restrain  his  poignant  grief,  and  \\  m  led  into 
confessions  whidi  he  afterwards  regietted.  Writing 
to  the  French  Ambassador,  Montmorin,  he  said,  "  I 
have  burnt  tiic  temple  of  Fphesus ;  everything  is  lost, 
and  through  my  &nlt  What  comforts  me  nnder  my 
niisiui  tLiiie  Ls  that  the  honour  of  the  two  kings  remains 
untarnished." 

At  Madrid  the  news  of  the  disaster  was  receiTed 
with  dismay ;  and  the  king,  who  was  at  the  palace  of 
Ildefonso,  listened  to  the  intelligence  in  mnte  despair. 
The  recovery  of  Gibraltar  had  been  his  nnswerr- 
ing  aim,  and  with  this  repulse  almost  his  ia;st  hope 
was  eztingnished.  In  Paris  the  inteUigenoe  was  no 
less  unexpected  and  unwelcome ;  so  certain  indeed 
had  the  &11  of  the  fortress  been  considered  that  a 
drama  iDnstrative  of  the  destniction  of  Gibraltar  by 
the  floating  batteries  was  acted  mghily  to  i^phittding 
thonsands.* 

It  has  been  before  remarked  that  the  Due  de 
Criilon  never  held  that  bimdly  confident  upmion  of 
the  inventions  of  D'Ar^on  which  had  turned  the 

*  B»rrgw*i  JUfe  of  Lord  Uowo,  p.157. 
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heads  of  the  two  Bourbon  courts.  He  had  always 
urged  the  neoessitj  of  a  complete  attack  by  sea,  in 
which  the  whole  fleet  shduld  engage,  and  of  which  the 
floating  battened  would  form  an  integral  part.  The 
French  en^eer  ridiculed  this  idea,  and  affirmed  that 
the  ships  would  be  destroyed  before  they  could  luiiict 
any  damage  upon  the  walls. 

The  result  of  the  attack  showed  how  completely 
D'Ar^n  was  mistaken.  During  the  day  the  assistance 
of  the  combined  fleet  was  urgently  required,  but  when 
its  co-operation  might  have  turned  the  tide  of  victory, 
an  adverse  wind  arose,  and  the  vessels  could  not  beat 
up  within  range  of  the  Bock. 

The  fate  of  the  much-vaunted  inventions  did  not 
greatly  surprise  Crillon.  On  the  day  after  th^  de- 
struction he  wrote  a  hurried  note  to  General  Eliott, 
in  which  his  opinion  of  those  machines  is  clearly 
expressed.   He  says, — 

"  Lcs  armes  sont  jouriialicres.  On  m  a  donnd  de 
mauvaises  machines  pour  combattre  un  U^^ral  contre 
lequel  on  ne  pent  en  employer  de  trop  bonnes.  Je 
m'en  suis  servi  parcequ'ii  faut  ob^ire  couiuiandes^ 
comme  tous  le  saves  mieux  que  personne.  Ce  qui  et 
(sic)  doit  existcr  entre  personnes  comme  nous  sont  les 
bons  proces."  * 

The  distinguished  part  which  Captain  Curtis  had 
taken  in  the  defence  of  the  fortress  ever  since  he 

*  Mons.  de  Crillon  k  Mons.  Eliott,  au  Camp  de  Buena 
Vifita,  Scptcmbfc  15, 1762.    £gcrU>a         Bnt.  Miibuum. 
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iiad  joined  the  command  drew  from  General  Eliott 
oommendations  no  less  merited  than  sincere.  Writ- 
ing to  Lord  Howe  on  the  15th  of  October,  he 
says,— 

"  Unknown  to  Brigadier  Cnrtis,  I  must  entreat  your 

Lordslup  to  reflect  upon  the  unspeakable  assistance 
he  has  been  in  the  defence  of  this  place  by  his  advice, 
and  the  lead  he  has  taken  in  every  hazardous  enter- 
prise.  You  know  him  well,  my  Lord,  therdbre  such 
conduct  on  his  part  is  no  more  than  you  expect; 
but  let  me  beg  of  you  not  to  leave  him  unrewarded 
for  such  signal  services.  Ton  alone  can  influence  His 
Majesty  to  consider  such  an  officer  for  what  he  has, 
and  what  he  will  in  future  deserve  wherever  employed. 
If  Gibraltar  is  of  the  value  intimated  to  me  from 
ottice,  and  to  be  presunied  by  the  steps  adventiu^d  to 
relieve  it.  Brigadier  Curtis  is  the  man  to  whom  the 
Kbg  will  be  chiefly  indebted  for  its  security.  Believe 
me,  there  is  uotiuug  aiiccied  in  this  declaraiiou  ou  my 
part." 

Again,  when  on  his  return  to  England  be  was 
created  Lord  iieathfieid,  he  expressed  his  nidignation 
that  Curtis  only  received  the  honour  of  knighthood 
and  a  pension  of  1300  per  annum.  "It  is  a  shame," 
he  said,  "  that  I  should  be  overioaded,  and  so  scanty 
a  pittance  be  the  lot  of  him  who  bore  the  greatest 
share  of  the  burthen."*  buck  was  the  uiiaiiected 
modesty  of  this  great  man  I 

*  Banpow*s  Life  of  Lord  Mowe,  p.  159. 
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When  the  confusion  arising  from  their  disastrous 
defeat  had  sabaidad  ia  the  enem/a  camp,  a  heavy 
cannonade  was  again  opraed  from  thrir  lines  and 
advanced  works.  The  tiring  generally  commenced 
about  five  or  six  o'clock  in  the  morning  and  oontinned 
till  noon,  then  for  two  hours  the  batteries  were  silent, 
but  again  opened  till  seven  o'clock  in  the  eveumg, 
when  the  mortars  took  np  the  fire  tOl  daybreak. 
Daring  the  twenty-four  hours  GOO  shells  and  about 
1000  shots  were  thrown  into  the  garrison. 

Notwithstanding  the  ill  success  which  had  attend- 
ed the  combined  attnck,  and  the  signal  proof  the 
enemy  had  received  oi  the  impregnable  strength  of 
the  fortress,  the  Spaniards  did  not  entirely  despair  of 
eventually  reducing  the  place  by  ftminCy  could  the 
arrival  of  Lord  Howe^s  fieet  with  the  convoy  be  pre- 
vented. 

In  August  the  English  Oovermnent,  bemg  aware 

of  the  vast  preparations  which  had  been  making  in 
Spain  for  the  siege  of  Gibraltar,  had  collected  a  fleet 
of  thirty-four  sail  of  the  line,  six  frigates,  and  three 
fire-ships,  under  command  of  Admiral  Lord  Uowe, 
which  was  to  convoy  a  flotilla  of  merchantmen  witk 
rdief  fi>r  the  garrison. 

By  the  11th  of  September,  the  preparations  were 
completed^  and  on  that  day  Howe  set  sail  bom  Spit- 
head  with  183  sail,  including  the  convoy,  under  the 
command  of  Vice-Admirals  fiarrington  and  Milbank» 
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Rear-AdmiidB  Uood  aod  iiughes,  md  Commodore 
Hotham. 

Hampered  by  the  difficulty  of  keepinsr  the  mer- 
chantmen together,  and  baffled  hy  contrary  winds 
and  violent  weather,  Howe's  passage  was  unosually 

slow  and  tedious. 

The  Spanish  Government,  having  gained  intelli* 
gence  of  the  approach  of  this  powerful  force,  instantly 

took  measures  to  attack  the  expeditiou  beiore  it  could 
arrive  at  its  destination.  For  this  purpose  the  oom- 
bined  fleets  of  Spain  and  France  which  la)  in  the 
harbour  of  Algeciras  were  re-miorced,  and  dispositions 
were  made  for  intercepting  the  British  ships  on  their 
passage  through  the  b traits. 

These  arrangements  had  scarcely  been  completed 
when,  on  the  evening  of  the  l(Hh  October,  a  fresh 

westerly  wind  sprung  up  in  the  Bay,  aud  towards 
night  gradually  increased  in  violence  till  it  Uew  a 
hurricane.  Soon  the  enemy's  vessels  were  in  distress, 
many  were  dragging  their  anchors^  and  signal  guns 
were  fired  for  help  in  rapid  succession.  Throughout 
the  night  tlie  fury  of  the  storm  did  not  abate,  and 
daybreak  disclosed  the  havoc  among  the  squadrons  at 
Algeciras;  a  ship  of  the  line  and  a  frigate  were  ashore 
at  Orange  Grove,  a  irrench  hiier  had  suHered  great 
damage  to  her  masts  and  rigging,  and  the  '*St 
Michael,"  of  72  guns,  wtk»  discovered  ck^e  in  shoi*o 
off  the  Orange  Bastion  in  distress.   She  was  inunedi- 
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ately  fired  at,  and  after  having  lost  four  men  she  was 
run  ashore  on  the  line  wall,  and  taken  possession 
of  by  Captain  Curtis.  Her  commander,  Admiral 
Don  Juan  Moreno,  and  her  crew  of  650  men  were 
landed  as  prisoners.  These  misfortones  materially 
affected  the  ulterior  movements  of  the  combined 
fleets.  In  the  mean  time  Lord  Howe  had  on  the 
8th  of  the  month  arrived  off  Cape  St  Vincent, 
and  a  frigate  was  sent  on  from  thence  to  gaiu 
information  from  the  Consul  at  Faro  of  the  enemy's 
dispositions.  Two  days  afterwards  she  returned 
with  the  intelligence  that  the  combined  fleets,  con- 
sisting of  nearly  50  sail,  lay  at  anchor  at  Algeciras. 

Upon  the  receipt  of  this  news  a  council  of  war 
was  held,  and  clear  and  stringent  orders  were  after- 

wards  issued  for  the  guidance  of  the  masters  in  charge 
of  the  merchantmen,  that  the  convoy  might  be  con- 
ducted safely  into  the  harbour  of  Gibraltar.  On  the 
11th,  the  fleet  passed  through  the  Straits  in  three 
divisions,  the  third  and  centre  squadrons  in  line  of 
battle  a-head ;  the  second  squadron  in  reserve ;  the 
Victory  led  a-head  of  the  third  squadron. 

By  sunset  the  van  had  arrived  off  Europa  Point, 
and  before  nightfall  four  of  the  transports  had  an- 
chored under  the  guns  of  the  fortress. 

By  an  unpardonable  inattention  to  the  orders 
they  had  received,  the  masters  of  the  other  vessels 
failed  to  make  the  Bay,  and  were  driven  away  to  the 
eastward  of  the  Rock.  To  the  astonishment  of  Howe, 
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who  had  looked  upon  an  engagement  as  inevitable^ 
the  Spaniards  did  not  attempt  to  intercept  the  eonvoy. 

During  the  two  foilowiDg  days  the  British  admiral 
was  engaged  in  collecting  the  transports  to  the  east- 
ward, and  ])repanng  for  action,  in  case  the  Spaniarda 
should  attack. 

On  the  13th  the  combined  fleets,  consisting  of  44 
ships  of  the  line,  five  frigates,  and  29  xehequcs,  cut- 
ten,  and  brigs,  got  under  way  and  stood  to  the  south- 
ward, with  the  apparent  intention  of  beanng  down 
upou  Lord  Howe's  force,  liut  though  the  Spanish 
admiral  had  the  weather-gauge,  and  notwithstand- 
ing his  fleet  was  greatly  superior  in  numbers  to  the 
English,  he  contented  himself  with  the  execution  of 
some  harmless  manmuvres,  and  permitted  the  whole 
of  the  transports  to  be  conducted  safely  into  Gibruitur 
under  the  veiy  muscles  of  his  guns.  The  stores  and 
provisions  were  immediately  limded,  and  two  regi- 
ments of  infantry  (25th  and  29th)  were  disembarked 
under  the  superintendence  of  Lord  Mulgni?e. 

Having  accomplished  his  mission  and  relieved  the 
fortress.  Lord  Howe  prepared  to  return  to  England. 

On  the  19th  of  October,  taking  advantage  of  an 

easterly  wind,  he  formed  his  fleet  in  order  of  battle, 

and  sailed  through  the  Straits*  At  this  time  the  com- 

bined  fleets  were  cruising  a  few  miles  north-east  of 

Ceuta,  and  m  view  of  Howe  s  squadron,  of  which  they 

had  the  weather-gauge. 

The  two  fleets  remained  near  each  other  liuraig 
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the  Digiit,  and  on  the  ioiiowiug  morning  the  wind 
having  oome  round  to  the  noithwaid,  the  Spaniards 
still  held  the  advantage,  and  could  have  closed  for 
action  at  any  moment.  It  was  Lord  Howe's  desire, 
if  possible,  to  avoid  an  engagement  in  the  narrow  and 
dangerous  waters  of  the  Straits,  and  to  entice  the 
enemy  to  accept  battle  in  the  open  sea;  with  this 
object  he  continued  on  his  course  to  the  westward. 

At  sunset  on  the  20th,  the  oombmed  Heet^,  great- 
ly superior  to  the  EngUsh  in  force  and  numbers,  came 
up  with  the  rear  division,  under  Aduural  BaiTiiigton, 
and  a  partial  action  commenced,  but  the  enemy  re- 
mained at  such  a  respectful  distance,  keeping  as  near 
as  they  could  haul  to  the  wind,  that  the  firing  was 
comparatively  harmless  on  both  sides.  The  two  Ad- 
mirals de  Guichen  and  Cordova  led  the  enemy's  van, 
and  it  was  apparently  their  intention  to  cut  off  and 
destroy  the  rear  division  of  the  British  fleet,  but 
though  they  had  the  superiority  in  force  and  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  wind,  they  could  not  be  induced  to 
close,  and  soon  after  midnight  the  firing  ceased.  The 
next  morning  the  two  fleets  were  still  m  sight,  but  as 
the  Spaniards  evinced  no  disposition  to  renew  the 
engagement,  Howe,  whuiC  orders  did  not  permit 
him  to  provoke  the  enemy,  continued  on  his  home- 
ward voyage. 

The  successful  passage  of  the  Bnlish  fleet  through 
the  Straits,  in  the  face  of  the  combined  forces,  was 
regarded  in  Madrid  as  a  glorious  victory  for  the 
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Spanish  aims.  The  despatches  of  Don  lionis  de  Con 
dova  described  the  partial  engagement  as  a  complete 
rout,  and  iiuwe  was  made  to  flee  with  ail  press  of 
sail  from  his  biave  pursuers. 

Seizing  upon  this  exaggcnitcci  intelligence  as  a 
counterpoise  to  the  recent  disastrous  news  from 
Gibraltar,  the  government  extolled  the  valoar  of  the 
navy,  and  spread  ludicrously  bombastic  accounts  of 
the  "  glorious  victory  "  throughout  the  country.  Pam- 
phlets descriptive  of  the  engagement  were  published 
and  disseminated,  in  which  the  casualties  of  the 
English  were  put  down  in  numbers  imposingly 
enormous.* 

Gibraltar  having  thus  been  again  successfully 

relieved,  the  Spanish  goveriimciit  luliiKjuished  all  hope 
of  securing  its  possession  by  force  of  arms ;  but  the 
king  still  fondly  retained  some  expectation  of  suc- 
ceeding by  negotiation.  In  order  to  conccul  the 
actual  hopelessness  of  the  enterprise,  and  "  to  give 
a  reasonable  colour  to  the  formal  prosecution  of  the 
siege,' 't  private  instructions  were  sent  to  CrUiou 
to  continue  the  offensive.  But  the  Spanish  com- 
mander was  in  truth  no  less  disheartened  than  the 

KotwH]islsiidingflieie  olBaal  aumeptesBOtstiopithe  pec^ls 
wall  undenlood  the  kmI  state  of  tha  earn,  sad  the  ftQcnring 
lines  bsesnte  a  popular  diaiil  in  Spain, 

« Entre  00.  EE  XX  t  8S. 
Se  eacaparun  ios  lugleaei.** 
t  Florida  Blanem. 

as* 
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mioisters  of  hU  govemmeDt,  and  with  the  exception 
of  daily  attacks  by  gun  and  mortar  boots,  seconded 
by  a  warm  fire  from  the  isthmus,  active  operations 
completely  ceased. 

On  the  2nd  of  February,  1783,  the  news  of  the 
signature  of  the  preliminaries  of  a  general  Peace 
reached  the  garrison  by  a  flag  of  trace,  and  on  the 
12 til  of  March  the  crates  of  the  fortress,  which  had 
been  closed  for  nearly  four  years^  were  once  more 
thrown  open. 

The  announcement  of  the  peace  was  received  with 
general  joy  thronghout  the  garrison ;  and  this  feeling 
was  most  fully  reciprocated  by  the  disheartened  and 
weary  enemy.  The  two  chiefs,  who,  since  they  had 
been  opposed  to  each  other  as  antagonists  in  & 
struggle  which  riveted  the  attention  of  all  Europe, 
had  learnt  to  regret  that  they  were  foes,  now  met 
with  the  cordial  embrace  of  friendship,  and  no 
opportunity  was  lost  which  could  tend  to  obliterate 
the  remembrances  of  former  rivalry.  Friendly  meet* 
ings  were  interchanged  between  them,  and  all  memory 
of  previous  antagonism  was  buried  in  oblivion. 

fieing  introduced  to  the  officers  of  the  Royal 
Artillery,  through  whose  courage  and  ability  \m 
brightest  hopes  of  victoiy  had  been  destroyed^  Cnllon 
met  them  with  praises  of  their  noble  conduct,  and 
remarked  that  "he  would  rather  see  them  there  as 
friends  than  on  their  batteries  as  enemies^  where/'  he 
added,  "  they  never  spared  him.** 
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One  dayj  when  luspectiug  the.  immense  lines  of 
fortification  on  the  northern  face  of  the  Rock,  all  of 
wiuch  had  been  constructed  during  tJic  progress  of 
the  siege*  lost  in  astonishment  at  the  magnitude  of 
the  works,  he  exclaimed*  This  is  indeed  worthy  of 
the  Romans !  ** 

Early  in  April,  the  Spanish  camp  having  com- 
menced to  break  up,  and  the  lines  on  the  isthmus 
having  been  dismantled*  the  Due  de  Crillon  handed 
over  his  comYnand  to  the  Ifaiqnis  de  Saya^  and 
returned  to  Madrid. 

Thns  after  a  duration  of  three  yean*  seven  months* 
and  twelve  days,  ended  this  memorable  siege ;  a  siege 
which,  in  the  words  of  Lord  North,  "  was  one  of 
those  astonishing  instances  of  British  valour,  disci- 
pline,  military  skill,  and  humanity,  that  no  age  or 
country  could  produce  an  example  of."  At  length 
the  devoted  garrison  was  relieved  from  a  sitoation  of 
suiiering,  peril,  and  privation  almost  unparalleled  in 
the  annals  of  war. 

Resolved  to  accomplish  the  subjection  ot  the  fortress 
and  to  regain  possession  of  the  Rock,  Spain  had  brought 
into  the  field  the  most  stupendous  armament  that  the 
whole  resources  of  the  nation  cuuid  produce;  but  find- 
ing that  even  these  mighty  efforts  weie  insufficient  to 
overpower  the  stubborn  courjigc  of  the  garrison,  or  to 
make  any  visible  efiect  upon  the  impregnable  defences 
of  the  place,  she  called  in  the  aid  of  a  sister  nation, 
and  organized  a  combmed  attack  of  such  prodigious 
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magnitude,  that  its  success  could  scarcely  admit  of 
doubt.  But  the  skill,  energy,  aud  patience  of  one 
brave  man,  seconded  by  the  unflinching  gallantry 
of  those  he  led,  defeated  even  this  terrible  assault, 
and  utterly  destroyed  the  ingenious  and  formidable 
inventions  which  were  to  have  annihilated  every  stone 
of  the  fortress. 

The  losses  of  the  gairison  firom  all  causes  during 
the  siege  were  far  less  than  might  have  been  expected, 
when  it  is  remembered  that  the  troops  were  twice  oa 
the  verge  of  famine,  and  that  for  one  year  and  nine 
months  the  enemy's  bombardment  continued  without 
cessation. 

333  were  killed  or  died  of  wounds,  319  dis- 
charged, 536  (exclusive  of  those  who  died  of  scurvy) 
were  carried  off  by  sickness,  and  48  deserted. 

For  his  services  during  this  protracted  and  remark- 
able defence  G^eral  Eliottwas  at  first  rewarded  with 
a  pension  of  £1500  per  annum,  the  Order  of  the  Bath, 
and  the  thanks  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament. 

The  ceremony  of  the  investiture  took  place  on  the 
23rd  of  April,  1783,  upon  the  King's  Bastion,  the 
post  which  the  governor  had  occupied  on  the  day  of 
the  final  bombardment.  The  ceremonial  was,  by 
order  of  His  Majesty  the  Xing,  conducted  with  all  the 
magnificence  the  garrison  could  afford ;  detachments 
fioiii  every  regiment  were  drawn  up  in  front  of  the 
dais  upon  which  the  knight  elect  was  seated,  the 
mflitary  commissioner,  LieutoQeneial  Boyd,  dUivered 


Digitized 


PUBLIC  GftAmVDB  TO  THE  GARRISON.  407 

a  complimentary  speech,  and  a  salute  of  160  caiinou 
thundeied  from  tha  walk.  On  the  same  day  the 
general  addressed  the  troops,  and  coimuunicated  to 
them  the  thanks  of  the  King  and  Parliament  for  their 
gallant  condaet  throughout  the  siege.  "  No  armjr/' 
he  saidj  **  has  ever  been  rewarded  by  higher  national 
honours,  and  it  is  well  known  how  great,  umyersal, 
and  spontaneous  were  the  rejoicings  thronghont  the 
kingdom  upon  the  news  of  your  success.  These 
must  not  only  give  you  pleasure,  but  afford  matter 
of  triumph  to  your  dearest  friends  and  latest  pos- 
terity. .  .  «  I  most  wannly  eongratulate  you  on 
these  united  and  biilfiant  testimonies  of  approbation, 
amidst  such  numerous,  such  exalted  tokens  of  iip- 
plause;  and  forgive  me,  fiuthinl  companions,  if  I 
humbly  crave  your  aoeeptance  of  my  grateful  ac- 
knowledgments. 1  only  presume  to  ask  this  favour  as 
having  been  a  constant  witness  of  your  cheerful  sub* 
mission  to  the  greatest  hardshipn,  your  matchless 
spirit  and  exertions,  and,  on  all  occasions^  your  heroic 
contempt  of  every  danger." 

In  Kiigiaud  the  rewards  conferred  upon  General 
Eliott  were  not  generally  considered  to  be  in  pro* 
portion  to  his  services,  and  tlie  intentions  of  the  govern- 
ment had  no  sooner  been  made  public  than  a  motion 
was  brought  forward  in  the  House  of  Commons  by  Lord 
Maitland  (Feb.  14th,  1783),  praying  that  a  signal 
mark  of  honour  might  be  conferred  upon  the  defender 
of  Gibraltar.     "  He  hud  waited,"  he  said,  "  till  all 
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that  minbterB  intended  to  do  had  been  done,  and  he 

now  considered  it  his  duty  and  that  of  ParUament  to 
interfere  and  advise  the  Grown  to  bestow  a  mark  of 

favour  on  tlie  General  more  in  proportion  to  his 
merits/'  The  motion  was  seconded  by  Lord  Parker^ 
who  compared  tiie  defence  of  Gibraltar  with  other 
services,  and  while  adiiatting  that  the  Order  of  the 
Bath  was  an  honourable  distinction,  ayerred  that  it 
had  been  given  to  so  many  undeserving  officers  tiiat 
he  believed  General  Eliott  would  decline  so  meagre  a 
reward,  and  return  it  with  contempt 

Mr  Townshcnd  and  Lord  Beauchamp  opposed 
the  motion  on  public  grounds,  and  it  was  cventualij 
lost  by  a  majority  of  92  to  18.  Four  years  after* 
wards  tardy  justice  was  done  to  this  great  soldier, 
and  he  was  raised  to  the  peerage,  with  the  title  of 
Baron  Heathfidd  of  Gibraltar. 
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DuEiMo  the  progresB  of  the  riege  of  Gibraltar, 
negotiations  for  a  general  Peace  bad  been  opened  by 

the  English  Miiiidtry  uuder  Lord  Rockingham.  The 
seat  of  thia  at  first  secret  negotiation  was  Paris,  and 
the  agent  employed,  Mr  Thomas  Gnnville,  the 
personal  ally  of  Jbox.  At  the  very  opening,  however, 
of  the  overtures  for  a  pacification,  a  diflbmlty  oocorred 
M'ith  Spain,  which  was  also  shared  by  the  sister 
Bourbon  Court, — the  restoration  of  Gibraltar  was  once 
more  insisted  on.  Before  the  question  could  be 
debated.  Lord  Rockingiiam  died,  Lord  bhcibourne 
became  the  head  of  the  new  Ministry,  and  Mr  Pits* 
herbert  replaced  Mr  Grcnville  in  Paris. 

The  new  diplomatist  encountered  no  less  dif- 
ficulty than  his  predecessor  in  his  pacific  mission; 
and  his  embarrassment  was  aggravated  by  the  artidces 
of  the  Prench  minister,  the  Count  de  Vergennes,  who, 
conscious  that  Gibraltar  would  at  any  time  be  the 
principal  obstacle  in  the  way  of  an  amicable  arrange- 
ment between  England  and  Spain,  was  not  desirous 


Digitized 


410 


HISTORY  Ot  GlBKALTAa. 


to  remove  a  source  of  irritation  which  constaatiy 
afforded  an  excuse  for  the  exercise  of  French  influence 
over  Spanish  counsels. 

In  the  war  which  was  then  raging.  King  Charles 
had  risked  all  the  resources  of  the  nation  with  the 
object  of  recovering  the  greater  part  of  those  pos- 
sessions of  which  his  country  had  been  deprived; 
and  he  was  unwilling  to  accede  to  any  pacific  pro* 
posals  which  did  not  comprise  the  restoration  of  those 
territories. 

The  cession  of  Gibraltar,  then  hotly  besieged,  was 
absolutely  insisted  upon,  while  Oran,  a  third-rate  port 
on  the  African  coast  of  the  Mediterranean,  was  offisred 
afi  an  equivalent.  So  certain  were  the  Spaniard?  of  a 
successful  termination  to  the  siege,  that  the  Count 
D'Aranda,  who  was  conducting  the  ncjzntiation  with 
Mr  I'ltasherbert  on  the  part  of  Spain,  had  the  ef- 
fronteiy  to  affirm  that  if  England  did  not  chooae 
to  accept  the  terms  offered  to  her,  the  king  would 
never  dose  the  war  until  Gibraltar  had  sunendezed. 

"Oran  and  its  port,"  he  repeatedly  obsenred, 
are  more  than  an  equivalent,  and  therefore  ought  to 
be  accepted  with  gratitude.  If  England  desires  peace, 
this  is  the  only  means  of  procuring  it,  since  the  King 
my  master,  from  personal  as  well  as  poUtical  motives^ 
is  fully  determined  never  to  put  a  period  to  the 
present  war  tiU  he  shall  have  acquired  Gibraiiar, 
either  by  arms  or  negotiation/' 

This  dedaradon  met  with  the  support  of  the 
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French  Minister ;  and  Dr  Franklin,  who  was  then  in 
Paris  as  the  accredited  agent  of  the  American  Govern* 
ment,  asserted  that  Portsmouth  could  be  as  justly 
claimed  by  Spain  as  Gibraltar  by  England* 

Whikt  these  diplomatic  difficulties  arrested  the 
pmgress  of  the  conference,  intelligence  of  the  total 
destruction  of  the  floating  batteries  and  the  failure 
of  the  grand  attack  upon  the  fortress  reached 
Paris. 

This  diaastions  news  exercised  a  very  great  in- 
fluence upon  the  tone  of  the  Spanish  minister's  de- 
mands, but  although  the  capture  of  Gibraltar  was 
now  more  than  ever  doubtfid,  its  cession  for  an 
equivalent  was  still  insisted  upon  by  Spam  as  the  basis 
of  a  peace. 

In  the  hope  of  more  directly  influencing  the  Eng- 
lish Government,  an  envoy  was  sent  to  London  from 
Paris  to  commonicate  personally  with  Lord  SheU 
bourne,  and  to  otfer  Porto  Rico  and  Oran  in  return 
for  the  restoration  of  the  Rock.  That  the  minister 
was  in  favour  of  accepting  this  proposal  there  can  be 
no  doubt  i  and  m  consenting  to  surrender  Uibraitar 
upon  such  terms,  he  was  but  adopting  the  views  of 
Chatham,  Tuwushend,  uiui  Slauiiope.  His  colleagues, 
however,  were  divided  in  their  opinion  on  this  import* 
ant  questbn,  and  the  Duke  of  Grafton,  in  paiticnhr, 
vehemently  opposed  the  cc^ion  on  any  other  terms 
than  the  exchange  of  a  complete  equivalent. 

At  an  interview  with  Lord  Shelboume  (November 
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25th,  1782)  on  the  subject  of  a  pacific  settlement 
with  Spain  and  France^  he  frankly  expressed  his  qpinion 
of  the  value  of  Gibraltar,  in  opposition  to  the  views 

of  his  colleague. 

On  finding  this  difference  in  our  sentiments/'  he 

tells  us,*  "  I  said  that  I  was  sorry  to  hear  this  from 

him»  on  which  Lord  Shelboume  observed  that  I 
never  had  wished  that  the  cession  of  that  place  (Oib- 

raltar)  should  stand  in  the  way  of  a  peace,  provided 
an  equivalent  was  found,  such  as  Porto  Bico.  I  re- 
plied. Understand  me  right,  I  shall  always  part  with 
Gibraltar  with  the  greatest  reluctance,  though  I  am 
still  free  to  acknowledge  that  I  think  that  a  proper 
peace  ouglit  not  to  hang  on  this  one  point,  in  case 
a  iair  equivalent  oitered ;  but  I  said  that  I  did  not 
know  su£BcienUy  the  value  and  circumstances  of 
the  island, — to  say  that  I  considered  Porto  Rico  to 
be  such  an  equivalent  as  would  satisfy  me.  To  this 
his  Lordship  replied,  that  I  might  be  assured  that,  on 
the  fullest  inquiry,  I  should  find,  as  he  had,  that  the 
value  would  exceed  my  expectations." 

On  the  3rd  of  DcrcmluM',  Lord  Shelboume  again 
sent  for  the  Duke  of  Grafton,  and  handed  to  him  the 
heads  of  the  negotiation  as  proposed  by  Spain ;  and 
the  next  morning  another  message  brought  the  Duke 
to  the  minister's  house. 

I  went  to  him,*'  says  the  Duke,  "  as  soon  as  I 

•  Duke  of  Gnfto&*s  MS.  Konoirs.  Tide  Lord  M«hoii*s 
Hirt.  of  Engliad,  voL  viL  Appendix. 
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had  breakfasted^  with  a  fiim  resolution  to  maintain 
my  gromid.  He,  in  the  first  place,  inquired  of  me 
where  I  had  taken  up  the  notion  that  a  barren,  un- 
inhabited island  was  equal  to  or  more  valuable  than 
West  Florida,  and  afterwards  whether  I  still  continued 
in  the  same  opinion.  My  answer  was  that  I  was 
clear,  from  the  best  information  on  the  subject,  that 
the  greatest  advantage,  both  for  trade  and  power,  might 
be  derived  from  Trinidad ;  and  that  I  professed  an 
indignation  that  Spain  should  succeed  in  having  her 
great  object,  Gibraltar,  conceded  to  her,  without  giv- 
ing up  Trinidad,  to  be  in  addition  to  any  cession  she 
had  proposed  to  us."  Finally,  the  duke  absolutely 
declined  to  sign  the  treaty  in  the  shape  originally 
proposed,  and  Lord  Shelboutne  left  him,  with  the  re- 
mark that  however  unpleasant  it  might  be  to  differ 
with  hum,  yet  he  must  bear  it,  for  he  was  resolved  to 
stand  by  the  King. 

On  the  5th  of  December,  1782,  Parliament  met, 
and  in  the  speech  from  the  throne  allusion  was  made 
to  the  gallant  defence  of  Gibraltar. 

On  the  same  day,  in  the  (Commons,  Mr  Yorke 
moved  the  address  to  the  king,  and  in  the  course  of 
his  speech  referred  to  the  glorious  termination  of  the 
siege.  He  announced  that  a  treaty  had  been  opened 
with  the  belligerent  powers,  and  that  so  considerable 
a  progress  had  been  made,  that  a  general  pacification 
might  shortly  be  expected.  Mr  Bankes  rose  to  second 
the  motion;  and,  after  some  preliminary  remarks 
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respecting  the  defence  of  Gibraltar,  thus  proceeded 
amid  the  silence  of  the  House^ — A  peace  is  the  only 
thing  that  can  save  ns;  and  in  making  this,  great 
sacrifices  must  be  made,  for  national  honour  is  nation* 
al  faith  and  credit^  and  onr  debts  are^  at  all  events, 
to  be  discharged. 

"  Oar  ambition  is  not  to  stand  in  the  way  of  a 
peace.  We  are  not  to  hesitate  about  giving  up  this 
place  or  that  place  merely  because  it  has  a  name,  or 
has  distinguished  itself  in  a  peculiar  manner.  If»  in 
making  a  peace,  sacriiices  are  necessary,  sacrifices 
must  be  made.  If  there  is  any  post  which  is  kept  as 
a  post  of  honour  more  than  a  post  of  utflity ;  if  there 
is  any  place  whicii  we  have  kept  as  a  murk  oi  supe- 
liority  more  than  as  a  possession  of  advantages  a  place 
which  costs  us  more  in  keeping  than  it  is  worth ;  if 
there  is  a  place  which  in  particular  hurts  tlic  pride  of 
the  enemy,  which  is  the  object  of  their  ambition  and 
desire ;  that  which  would  instigate  them  to  go  to  war, 
and  provoke  them  to  continue  in  it, — surely,  that  of 
all  others  is  the  place  which,  in  snch  circumstances  as 
the  present,  ought  to  be  ceded." 

The  hint  Uius  thrown  out  was  plain  and  intelligible, 
and  was  intended  to  sound  the  feelings  of  the  House. 
Mr  Fox  instantly  rose  to  reply ;  with  all  the  force  of 
his  eloquence  he  vehemently  protested  against  the 
surrender  of  the  greatest  fortress  in  the  world.  He 
expressed  his  astonishment  at  the  alarming  hint  which 
had  been  dropped  by  MrBankes,  and  earnestly  trust- 
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ed  that  the  hoaourable  member  spoke  from  specula- 
tioB»  Dot  from  authority.  The  poBsesnon  of  Gibrdtar 

was  invaluable  to  England,  and  even  the  American 
Cuiouics  might  luive  been  saved  had  a  fleet  been 
stationed  at  Gibialtar  to  intercept  the  passage  of 

d'Estaiiig. 

"A  sagaeioas  ministry/'  he  said, "  would  always  em- 
ploy Gibraltar  in  dividing  France  from  France,  Spain 
from  Spam,  and  the  cue  iiatiou  from  the  other  .  •  •  . 
The  fortress  of  Gibraltar  was  to  be  reckoned  amongst 
the  most  valuable  possessions  of  England.  It  wiis  that 
which  gave  us  respect  in  the  eyes  of  nations;  it 
manifested  our  superiority,  and  gave  us  the  means  of 
obligmg  them  by  protection.  Give  up  to  Spain  the 
fortress  of  Gibraltar,  and  the  Mediterranean  becomes 
to  them  a  pool,  a  pond  in  which  they  can  navigate  at 
pleasuret  ai^d  act  without  control  or  check. 

"  Deprive  youTMlves  of  this  station,  and  the  States 
of  Europe  who  border  ou  the  Mediterraiu  will  no 
kngcr  look  to  you  for  the  free  navigation  of  that  sea; 
and  having  it  no  longer  in  your  power  to  be  useful, 
you  eaiuiut  expect  aiiiauces. 

The  hon.  gentleman  (Mr  Bankes)  talks  of  the 
cession  of  this  impurumi  iur tress  on  a  principle  the 
most  delusive. . . .  Ambition  is  a  vioe  which  grows. 
Eke  avarice,  bom  what  it  feeds  on,  and  he  must  be 
strangely  ignorant  of  the  ambition,  avarice,  and  lust  of 
human  governments,  who  thinks  that  the  possession 
of  Gibraluu,  because  it  is  the  immediate  object  of 
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the  Court  of  Spain,  would  prevent  them  from  forming 
new  desires  which  they  would  endeavour  to  gratify 

by  new  wars." 

Lord  North  also  condemned  the  poUcy  of  sunen- 
dering  Gibraltar ;  and  called  the  attention  of  ministeia 
to  the  fact  that  the  fortress  had  now  been  proved  to 
be  invuherable,  and  where,  he  asked,  could  an  equiva- 
lent be  found? 

He  was  folio^^  ed  by  Mr  Burke,  who  declared  that 
''the  fortress  of  Gibraltar  was  invaluable,  because 
impregnable.  No  other  post  which  the  Spaiiictrds 
could  give  us  had  that  recommendation  i  and  as  a  post 
of  war,  a  post  of  power,  a  post  of  commerce,  and  a 
post  which  made  us  valuable  to  our  friends  and  dread- 
ful to  our  enemies ;  that  which  gave  us  the  command 
in  the  district  of  ocean  where  it  lay,  that  which  was 
the  incontestable  evidence  of  our  pre-euunence  and 
power;  that  of  all  other  places  was  what  we  ought- 
with  the  most  religious  determination  to  maintain/'* 

Nor  was  the  feeling  of  reluctance  to  part  with  a 
possession  so  dearly  won  confined  to  the  members  of 
the  House ;  throughout  the  country  the  public  voice 
was  opposed  to  such  a  sacrifice,  and  the  Ministry 
quickly  perceived  tiiat  the  surrender  of  Gibraltar 
would  be  ibiiowed  by  theu:  expulsion  from  power. 

The  proposal  was  consequently  abandoned,  and 
the  negotiation  was  cut  short  by  a  despatch,  wrung 
from  the  unwilling  hand  of  Lord  Shelboume,  by 

*  Parliameutaiy  Uistoiy. 
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wlitch  the  Catholic  King  was  informed  that  no  con" 
ditiom  whakoener  would  induce  the  British  nation 
to  cede  the  fortress  to  the  Crown  of  Spain. 

At  thi'  iiKjmcut  this  despatch  reached  the  king  he 
was  at  Annjues  (Deo.  1782),  and  great  was  his 
indignation  when  he  learnt  that  his  hopes  were  again 
blasted.  In  the  tot  moment  of  anger  he  resolved  to 
proeecnte  the  war  with  still  greater  vigour.  D^taing 
was  sent  for  to  Madrid  to  discuss  a  plan  of  operations, 
and  an  expedition  of  gigantic  proportions  was  project- 
ed against  Jamaica.* 

Preparations  for  this  vast  armament  had  actually 
been  commenced,  when  the  British  Government  again 

proposed  preUminary  articles  of  peace  ;  the  cession  of 
Minorca,  an  island  of  great  value  to  Spain,  was 
ofiered  in  lien  of  Gibraltar,  and  other  terms  eqnaUy 
advantageous  were  tendered.  At  length,  influenced 
by  the  Frmch  Court,  the  CathoUc  King  consented  to 
accede  to  these  conditions,  and  on  the  dOth  January, 
1783,  the  preUmuiaries  were  signed.  This  treaty  was 
ahke  advantageous  to  Spain  and  dishononnble  to 
Kiiglaiid.  "  Never,"  says  Floiuia  Blauca,  "has  such 
a  successful  treaty  been  concluded  for  two  centuries 
past." 

Minorca,  next  to  Gibraltar  the  darlmg  object  of 
the  king's  ambition,  was  restored,  the  two  Floridas 
were  given  up,  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  secured  from 
the  interference  of  foreign  power.     "  From  the 
*  Florida  BlAnca*8  Bepmeotatioiu.   Article  10. 
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beginning  of  the  war,"  the  Spanish  Minister  tells  usj 
"these  acquisitions  and  that  of  Gibraltar  were  the 
objects  principally  in  view/' 

*  The  promulgation  of  these  preliminaries  was  fol- 
lowed by  the  instant  downfal  of  the  British  Ministry^ 
and  the  accession  of  Fox  and  Lord  North  to  power  as 
the  leaders  of  the  coalition.  This  change  of  adiuiuistra- 
tion  defeated  for  the  time  every  hope  that  Spain  re- 
tained of  recovering  Gibraltar,  as  Eox,  who  hud  idways 
steadfisstly  opposed  the  cession,  immediately  deckied 
that  the  surrender  of  the  fortress  should  never  be 
allowed  to  become  the  subject  of  discussion. 

This  announcement  gave  the  greatest  offence  to 

King  Charles  and  liis  minister,  l-loridu  Blanca,  both 
of  whom,  hoping  against  hope,  had  cherished  a  vain 
belief  that  the  plaoe  would  have  been  restored  before 
the  conclusion  of  the  definitive  treaty. 

The  speedy  disrupticm  of  the  coalitioD  ministiy 
and  the  formation  of  another  administration  under 
Pitty  who  it  was  generally  believed  coincided  in  the 
policy  of  his  former  colleague.  Lord  Shelbomne,  once 
more  raised  a  feeble  expectation  at  Madrid,  and  the 
restoration  of  Gibraltar  was  agam  demanded.  The 
arrangement  of  the  limits  of  the  British  posses* 
sions  in  Honduras  atibrded  an  opportunity  for  the 
introduction  of  fresh  proposab  regarding  the  exchai^ 
of  the  rock-fortress.  Various  advantages  were  offered, 
and  the  question  of  the  settlement  of  the  Honduras 
territory  was  purposely  kept  open  with  vexatious  delays. 
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It  was  craiiil^  rcprcscated  that  Spaiu  was  loth  to 
grant  any  oommercial  bvoun  to  England  in  those 

seas,  but  it  was  added,  "the  prospect  of  Gibraltar 
may  have  a  mighty  efi'ect  on  both  the  king  and 
,  people."  * 

Discussing  this  subject,  Florida  liiauca  ou  one 
occasion  remarked^ — 

"  I  consider  Gibraltar  as  a  possession  which, 
though  overrated  as  to  its  sohd  uuportauce  uud  value, 
is  a  perpetual  thorn  in  the  side  of  Spain,  and  a  great 
obstacle  to  the  establishment  of  a  complete  cordiality  . 
I  have  turned  the  subject  long  in  my  mind,  and  can 
see  many  ample  equivalents  in  the  eye  of  national 
wisdom ;  but  there  arc  uationoi  prejudices  iu  England 
which  supersede  ail  other  reasonings.*' 

At  leii^ili,  battled  at  every  point,  lie  acknowledged 
the  defeat  of  the  darling  project  for  which  he  had 
toiled  and  plotted  throughout  his  long  administration, 
and  with  mortitied  pride  exclaimed, — 

No  British  ministry  of  the  present  age  will  have 
the  courage  to  look  the  question  fairly  in  the  &ce, 
and  I  will  think  no  more  of  it." 

Such  was  the  termination  of  this  the  last  negotia- 
tion in  which  Spain  engaged  for  the  recovery  of  a 
possession  she  loved  so  well.  For  nearly  a  century 
she  had  exhausted  all  her  efforts  of  diplomacy ;  had 
lavished  untold  treasure  ;  had  sacrificed  whole  amiios, 
in  a  cause  which  she  had  ever  regarded  as  sacred  to 

27  • 
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her  honour.  But  sow  she  felt  that  all  w  as  lost,  her 
annies  were  repulsed,  her  resources  dissipated,  her 
diplomatists  baffled.  Tlie  victory  still  remained  with 
her  enemy,  and  Gibraltar  was  sullenly  relinquished, 
we  may  hope  for  ever,  to  the  Crown  of  England. 
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AfTBR  the  failure  of  the  negotiation  narrated  in 
the  previous  chapter,  Spain  seems  to  have  abandoned 
her  hopes  of  recovering  Gibraltar.  The  fortress  was 
permitted  to  remain  in  the  peaceful  possession  of  the 
English,  and  the  question  of  its  sunender  was  never 
afterwards  agitated. 

The  outbreak  of  the  French  Revolution,  in  17S9, 
was  foUowed  in  a  few  years  by  a  dedantion  of  war 
between  Enghmd  and  France,  and  a  fleet  under  Lord 
iiood  was  sent  into  the  Mediterranean.  In  the  first 
yean  of  this  campaign  Eng^d  and  Spain  acted  in 
concert. 

General  O'Hara,  then  governor  of  Qibialtar,  was 
sent  with  some  regiments  of  the  garrison  to  leinforoe 
the  allied  troops  at  the  siege  of  Toulon.  Here  the 
English  and  the  Spaniards  fonght  side  by  side  till 
the  evacuation  of  the  place,  an  event  which  was  hast* 
ened  by  the  rashness  of  the  British  commander.  Bat 
this  alliance*  which  foDowed  so  closely  upon  a  pnh 
longed  und  bitter  contest^  whcruiu  disappointment  and 
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defeat  had  aroused  the  fiery  animosity  of  every  Spaniard^ 
could  not  be  otherwise  than  fragile  and  iliusoiy. 

In  1796  it  was  snapped  asnnder,  and  an  offensive 
aud  defensive  treaty  agaiust  England  was  concluded 
between  France  and  Spain,  at  the  Palace  of  St  Ude* 
fonso. 

As  it  was  not  unlikely  that  King  Charles  would 
once  more  attempt,  under  the  then  favourable  circum* 

stances,  to  gain  by  force  of  arms  the  one  grand  object 
of  his  life's  ambition,  the  British  Government  took 
the  precaution  of  supplying  and  reinforcing  Gib« 
raltar. 

A  convoy  was  sent  from  Portsmouth  in  charge  of 

Gommudore  Nelson.  W  liilst  duublmg  Cape  St  Vin- 
cent, a  Spanish  fieet  of  27  sail  of  the  line  was  de- 
scried in  the  offing.  Nelson  immediately  communi* 
cated  the  intelligence  to  Admiral  Jervi^,  who  was 
cruising  off  the  cape  with  15  first-rates. 

On  the  1  Uh  of  Febmary,  tlic  two  ^eets  fell  in 
with  each  other,  and  an  action  was  fought,  which  re* 
suited  in  the  total  defeat  of  the  Spanish  squadron. 

In  the  spring  of  ISOO,  rumours  of  an  intended 
attack  upon  Gibraltar  had  gained  ground,  and  it  was 
affirmed  that  50,000  French  troops  were  to  take  part 
in  the  enterprise. 

At  this  time  the  waters  of  the  Straits  and  the  Bay 
of  Cadiz  were  watched  by  a  small  squadron  (under 
oonunand  of  Sir  James  Saumares,  Bart.),  consisting  of 


Digitized 


ACTION  out  ALGKCIiUS. 


423 


Guiu. 


The  Gcsar  . .          . ,  80 

Audacious  ..  74 

Hannibal  74 

Spencer  74 

LePompde  80 

„  Superb  74 

„   Venerable  . .          .  •  74 


„  Thames  Frigate. 

On  Saturday  the  4th  of  Jiily«  three  French  ships 
of  the  line  and  one  frigate  came  round  from  Toulon 
on  their  way  to  Cadiz,  and  anchored  in  the  Bay  of 
Algecins.  The  next  day  they  formed  in  line  of  battle 
under  the  guns  of  tlu*.  turtrcss,  as  if  expecting  attack 
fixMn  an  enemy.  The  harbour  was  strongly  pro* 
tected  both  naturally  and  artificially,  heavy  batteries 
raked  all  approaches  to  the  Bay,  and  dangerous  sunken 
rooks,  known  only  to  experienced  pilots,  guarded  the 
entnuice  to  the  nnrhoragc.  On  the  morning  of  tlio 
(>th,  signal  was  made  from  the  Rock  that  a  British 
squadron  of  five  ships  under  Admiral  Saumares  was 
aj)i)iuaciiin^^  the  Bay.  The  squadron  was  led  by  the 
"  Venerable,"  Captain  Hood. 

When  this  ship  had  rounded  Cabrita  Point  and 
was  making  the  Bay,  the  French  squadron  was  dis- 
covered at  anchor  under  the  walls  of  Algeciras*  Sig- 
nal was  instant)}  made  to  at  lack,  and  the  squadron 
bore  down  within  half  canncm-shot  of  the  l^Yench  men- 
of-war.   At  half-past  eight,  a.m.,  the  action  began  by 
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all  the  batteries  and  ships  of  the  enemy  opening  a 
tremendous  fire  upon  the  English ;  the  latter  replied 
with  great  energy  and  rapidity,  compelling  the  French 
vessels  to  haul  in  shore  close  under  the  guns  of  the 
forts.  After  two  hours'  constant  cannonade,  the  Caesar 
and  Pomp^  were  obliged  to  cut  cables  and  retreat, 
disabled  by  the  galling  fire  from  the  land  batteries. 
The  Hannibal,  however,  with  the  rest  of  the  squadron, 
coutinucd  to  fight,  though  the  chance  of  success 
against  such  odds  was  small. 

At  length,  abont  twelve  o'clock,  observing  that 
the  French  admiral  was  in  difficulties.  Captain  Ferris, 
of  the  Hannibal,  determined  to  dose  with  him,  not- 
witlistanding  the  danger  of  the  channel  and  the  over- 
whelming fire  bom  the  walls.  The  manoeuvre  was 
executed  with  a  skill  and  courage  that  astonished  the 
enemy,  and  a  few  moments  would  have  brought  the 
ships  in  contact,  when,  unfortunately,  the  Hannibal 
grounded  on  a  reef.  Being  now  exposed  to  a  con- 
centrated cannonade  from  ail  the  batteries,  Captain 
Ferris  was  compelled  to  strike,  after  having  lost  131  of 
his  crew.  After  this  misfortune  the  squadron  dis- 
continued the  action^  and  retired  across  the  Bay  to 
Gibraltar  to  refit. 

Having  taken  possession  of  the  Hannibal,  the 
enemy,  instead  of  making  the  nsual  signal  of  a  capture 
by  hoisting  the  French  flag  over  the  English  ensign, 
merely  reversed  the  latter,  which  bemg  uudeistood  at 
Gibraltar  as  a  sign  of  distress,  four  boats  put  off 
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to  the  assistance  of  the  ship,  and  upoa  goiug  akmg^de 
were  taken  by  the  enemy. 

Though  this  smart  and  gallant  action  exhibited  in 
no  small  degree  the  courage  and  temerity  of  the  British 
seamen,  yet  it  may  be  doubted  whether  Sir  James 
Saumarez  was  prudent  in  attacking  even  an  inferior 
force  imder  snch  formidable  batteries  and  in  such  a 
dangerous  harbour. 

The  result  was  a  disaster  for  which  a  victory  abne 
could  have  compensated.  Every  ship  of  the  sqaadron 
was  severely  damaged,  and  361  othcers  and  men  were 
killed  or  wounded. 

The  enemy  also  suffered  considerably;  two  vessels 
lost  theur  captains,  five  Spanish  gun-boats  were  sunk, 
and  their  casualties  were  published  at  490  men.* 

On  the  8th,  the  three  French  liue-of-battle  ships 
were  reinforced  by  a  squadron  of  five  Spanish  ships 
of  the  line  under  command  of  Don  Joaquin  de 
Moreno,  a  If^ench  ship  of  74  guns,  three  Irigates,  and 
a  number  of  gun-boats. 

At  noon  un  the  l;2th,  the  whole  force  was  observed 
to  be  under  way  and  making  for  the  westward.  By 
evening  the  ships  were  rounding  the  point  at  Gabrita, 

Admiral  Saumarez,  who  during  the  past  week  had 
been  working  hard  to  lepmr  his  damaged  ships, 
immediately  made  signals  to  chase,  and,  confiding  in 
the  zeal  and  courage  of  his  otiicers  and  men,  dctermmed 

^  Fr«ticli,  Spaninh,  aad  Eughidi  accounts.  Vide  Gibraiuir 
Chromclo,"  July,  1801. 
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to  obstruct  the  passage  of  the  euemy  to  Cadiz.  It 
was  not  until  eight  o'clock,  in  the  evening  that  the 
squadron  was  ready  to  sail,  and  even  then  the 
"  Pornp^  "  had  to  be  left  behindj  being  still  without 
her  masts.  The  night  was  dark  and  stormy.  By 
half-past  eight  o'clock  the  skips*  were  clear  of  the 
Bay  and  following  in  the  wake  of  the  enemy's 

squadron . 

At  nine  o'clock  the  adoural  hailed  the  "  Superb/' 
74,  and  directed  Captain  Keates  to  keep  between  the 
enemy  and  the  Spanish  shore,  and  to  bring  the  stem- 
most  ships  to  action.  By  eleven  the  "Snperb," 
which  wa^  a  fiist  sailer,  came  np  with  two  Spanish 
three-deckers,  the  "Real  Carlos  and  "  Hermene- 
gildo."  When  within  three  cables  length  she  open- 
ed fire  and  poured  into  both  ships  a  succession 
of  broadsides.  In  fifteen  minutes  the  "  Keal  Carlos  " 
was  in  flames,  and  Ca|)tain  Keates,  having  ceased 
firing  upou  her,  took  the  "Superb"  forward  and 
engaged  the  "  San  Antonio/'  74  guns,  which  struck 
after  a  short  defence.  In  the  mean  whfle  the  two  Spanish 
three«deckers,  having  mistaken  each  other  for  enemies, 
continued  to  fight  fieroely,  until  the  **  Hermenegildo^" 
thinking  to  sink  her  adversary,  ran  alongside ;  but  at 
that  very  moment  the  "  Real  Carlos  "  blew  up  .with 
a  tremendous  explosion,  and  the  two  vessds,  with 
their  crevvs  of  2400  men,  were  hurled  to  destrui^tiou. 

.  •  «  CiMV,'*  "  Spencer,"  «  VencMWe,"  "  Superb,'*  *•  An- 
dadott8,**<*Thamet,*'aiid*'Calpe"  8loq>.  .       .  . 
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Only  40  souls  were  saved  from  this  terrible  catas- 
trophe. 

Had  the  Spaniards  been  actuated  by  the  feelings 
of  humanity  which  led  the  captain  of  the  '*  Superb  " 
to  cease  firing  upon  the  ^'Real  Carlos "  when  she 
appeared  inflames,  this  disaster,  wlm  li  cost  the  nation 
more  lives  than  the  battle  of  Trafalgar,  would  have 
been  averted ;  but  the  commander  of  the  "  Ilermene- 
gildo  "  was  no  sooner  aware  of  the  calamity  on  board 
what  he  imagined  to  be  an  enemy's  vessel,  than  he 
sought  to  aggravate  the  misfortune  by  a  still  closer 
cannonade. 

Immediately  the  two  three-deckers  had  blown  up, 

the  rest  of  the  enemy's  scjuadron,  which  had  become 
dispersed  by  the  tempestuous  weather,  made  all  sail 
for  the  westward,  anrl  wlien  morning  dawned  only  one 
French  ship  was  m  sight  off  the  shoals  of  Conil. 
The  Venerable,"  then  a-head  of  the  English  squad* 
ruij,  luimaged  with  some  ditiiculty,  being  baffled  by  a 
failing  breeEc,  to  bring  her  to  action,  and  she  must 
inevitably  have  struck  had  not  an  unluckv  shot  carried 
away  the  mammast  of  the  V  enerable  "  at  the  crisis 
of  the  fight.  The  action  was  fought  so  close  in  shore  that 
the  mast  had  scarcely  gone  by  the  board  when  the  ship 
ran  a-ground,  and  the  fore  and  mucen  masts  had  to  be 
cut  away,  leaving  her  a  total  wreck ;  in  this  condition 
she  was  tow  ud  off  by  the  **  Thames  "  frigate,  and 
carried  safely  into  Gibraltar. 

For  his  bi  iihuut  sen  ices  in  this  engiigemcnt,  when 
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with  an  inferior  forre  lie  destroyed  two  of  the  enemy's 
vesseb  and  captured  another^  under  curcumstances  of 
great  difficulty^  Admiral  Saumam  leceived  the  Order 
of  the  Bath.  The  ceremony  of  investiture  took  place 
at  Gibraltar^  on  the  16th  November,  1801. 

On  the  24th  of  Mareh,  1802,  His  Royal  Highness 
the  Duke  of  Kent  was  appointed  Governor  of  Gib- 
raltar, and  on  the  10th  of  May  he  arrived  with  his 
suite  and  took  up  his  command.  On  the  17th, 
H.  R.  H.  the  Duke  of  Sussex  landed  from  the  "  Mer« 
maid*'  frigate,  and  joined  hb  royal  brother. 

Almost  the  first  public  duty  which  the  governor 
was  called  upon  to  perform  was  to  conduct  the  civil 
business  of  the  Session  as  presiding  judp^e.  On  that 
occasion  three  Spaniards  were  indicted  lor  feloniously 
stealing  goods  to  the  value  of  £500  from  the  dwdhng- 
place  of  one  James  Ilcpper.  The  case  having  been 
clearly  proved^  a  verdict  of  guilty  was  returned,  and 
the  duke  sentenced  the  culprits  to  be  hanged. 

By  a  system  as  pernicious  as  it  was  mistaken,  the 
salary  of  the  governors  of  Gibraltar  had  for  many 
years  been  principally  defrayed  by  the  income  derived 
from  wine-house  hcences.  General  O'Uaia  was  at 
one  time  in  receipt  of  £7000  per  annum  from  this 
source  alone. 

To  keep  up  this  artificial  revenue,  and  to  ease  the 
inCiperial  treasury,  every  encouragement  was  given  to 
the  establishment  of  public-houses  and  the  sale  of 
wines  and  spirituous  liquors.   The  consequence  of 
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this  mischievous  policy  in  a  crowded  aud  oonfioed 
garrison  might  easily  have  been  foreseen^ — ^the  troops 
were  disorgani/rd  with  shameless  intoxication,  riot 
and  debauchery  reigned  unchecked,  and  discipline 
was  almost  at  an  end. 

The  Duko  of  Kent,  himself  a  strict  and  conscien- 
tious soldier,  regarded  the  prevailing  evil  with  alarm, 
and  sought  to  apply  a  remedy  by  striking  at  the  root 
of  the  disorder,  f  orgetfiil  of  his  own  selfish  interests, 
be  endeavoured  to  suppress  the  unbridled  drunken- 
ness :  the  number  of  canteens  and  spirit  shops  were 
reduced,  while  stringent  and  judicious  regulations 
were  put  in  force  for  the  management  of  licensed 
esta])lishments. 

These  admirable  instructions  form  the  basis  of  the 
canteen  regulations  of  the  army  nt  \hv  present  day. 

Unfortunately  these  etibrts  lor  relorm  were  not 
supported  by  the  authorities  either  in  the  garrison  or 
at  home.  The  troops,  indignant  at  the  slightest 
interference  with  the  habits  of  licentiousness,  into 
which  they  had  been  silently  permitted  to  lapse, 
openly  defied  the  orders  of  the  governor,  who,  uusup* 
ported  either  by  his  second  in  command  or  the  officer 
under  him,  Umnd  himself  threatened  with  a  general 
mutiny.  An  outbreak,  indeed,  did  take  place,  and 
reports  from  the  disaffected  having  reached  home, 
the  duke  was  sacrificed  to  party  feehng,  and  i-ecalled 
within  a  year  after  his  appointment.   The  injustice  of 
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this  measure  was  aggravated  by  the  conduct  of  the 
goverument,  who  ever  afterwards  refused  to  allow  my 
investigation  to  be  made  into  the  circumstances  which 
led  to  his  removal. 

In  1804,  Gibraltar  was  visited  by  the  first  of  those 
terrible  epidemics  *  which  afterwards  at  intervals 
swept  the  Rock.  A  fever  of  a  most  virulent  type, 
and  generally  admitted  to  have  been  yellow  fever, 
broke  out  in  tlie  month  of  August,  and  in  a  few 
weeks  573S  persons  out  of  a  population  of  15,000 
died  of  the  disease.  Subsequently  on  three  different 
occasions  the  epidemic  returned  with  violence,  and  at 
length  in  1828  a  commission  was  4ippointed  to  inquire 
into  the  origin  and  diagnosis  of  the  disease.f 

In  1805,  the  rising  power  of  Napoleon  and  the 
rapid  encroachments  his  victorious  arms  had  made  in 
Europe,  excited  general  alarm ;  every  state  of  the 
continent  was  threatened,  but  it  was  agamst  Enghnd 
that  the  desipnis  of  the  Emperor  were  chiefly  directed. 
Since  the  declaration  of  war  in  1603  between  France 
and  England,  Nelson  had  been  in  command  of  the 
Mediterranean  fleet,  and  in  the  followuig  year  had 
gone  in  search  of  the  combined  squadrons  of  Prance 
and  8pain,  from  Cadiz  to  the  West  Indies,  without 
being  iortunate  euough  to  come  up  with  them. 

*  A  destiuctive  fever  decunated  the  population  is  IMI. 
From  a  detcriptioa  of  ita  symptoms  it  is  believed  hj  soiiie  to 
bsve  been  ihe  jellow  fever. 

t  This  subject  is  retbrrtjJ  to  more  i\i\iy,j*o4t. 


Digitized 


Ml^DlTATBIl  WANI8H  ATTACK.  431 


In  September,  1805,  Collingwoutl,*  who  was 
watching  the  watera  about  Cadiz,  seat  inteUigence  to 
NelsoD,  who  had  just  returned  home  fiom  his  unsuc- 
cessful cruise,  acquaintiDg  him  that  th£  combuied 

*  It  would  appear  tliat  in  August,  1805,  HiupicimiB  wero 
entertauied  that  the  Spaniards  meditated  an  attack  upon 
Gibraltar;  for  on  tlie  16th  of  that  month,  we  find  Admiral 
Colling\iood  writing  to  General  i'oi  at  GibriilUr,  on  the 
Bubjcct. 

"  Breadnourrht, 
"Off  Cadiz,  August  15th,  ibOo, 

**  I  have  reoeiTed  the  honour  of  your  letter,  informing  me 
of  the  gn>at  Increase  in  the  number  of  Spanish  troops  at  the 
Camp  of  St  Boque,  with  other  circumstanoes,  which  cause  a 
well-grounded  suspicion  that  actiTe  hostility  against  the 
garrison  of  Gibraltar  v$  in  the  contemplation  of  the  enemy. 

"  I  do  not  think  it  improbable  that,  urged  by  the  French 
Goremment,  the  Spanish  Court  may  be  induced  to  order  an 
attack,  in  which  erent  every  assistance  which  can  be  given  by 
the  ships  that  can  be  spared  from  the  blockade  shall  be  ready, 
SLud  if,  Sir,  )uu  will  suggest  any  particular  mode  ot"  tiuploy- 
mont  for  them  as  best  tending  to  di  feat  the  purpose  of  the 
enemy,  I  will  ho  cxrecdini^ly  hap|)y  to  meet  your  wi*«hc«. 

"The  Tliun(li'r-l*.M!iili  in.!  uih!.  r-^taiul,  now  at  (Jiliraltar, 
and  1  will  write  to  Kt  at-AtiiiHrai  Knight  to  keep  her  there 
while  the  prospect  of  attack  appears  near. 

"  for  some  days  past  the  fishing-boats  have  not  come  out  of 
Cadi/.,  as  usual ;  on  the  receipt  of  your  letter  I  thought  it 
probable  they  might  be  fitting  out  as  gun-boats,  for  which  they 
are  veiy  well  calculated,  but  from  the  best  intelligoice  I  can 
get,  I  learn  it  is  the  men  only  that  are  impresMd  to  fit  out 
the  ships  of  war,  to  do  which  an  extraordinaiy  exertion  is 
msking,  thst  they  may  be  ready  to  join  the  Cartbagena  ships 
expected  here  the  first  firesh  easterly  wind.** — Original  in 
Military  Secretary's  Office,  Gibraltar. 
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fleets  of  35  sail  of  the  line,  under  Admiral  Villeiieiivc, 
had  put  into  that  port.  Though  impaired  in  health, 
the  admiral  instantly  volunteered  to  join  Colling- 
wood's  force,  and  on  the  15th  September  he  set 
sail  on  board  the  Victoiy*  accompanied  by  the 
Ajax,  Thunderer,  and  Etuyahis.  In  14  days  he 
reached  the  fleet,  which  was  then  cruising  between 
Cadis  and  Cape  St  Mary's.  Having  made  eveiy 
disposition  and  arrangement  in  case  of  attack,  he 
anxiously  awaited  the  moment  when  the  combined 
forces  should  come  out  of  port  and  engage.  But 
his  enemy  was  ui  no  haste  to  risk  an  action ;  for  three 
iveeks  the  ships  remained  at  anchor  in  the  harbour, 
and  it  is  probable  that  Villeneuve  would  not  have  put 
to  sea  when  he  did,  but  for  the  taunts  of  the  Spanish 
Government  and  the  avowed  sarcasm  and  displeasure 
of  Napoleon  at  his  alleged  timidity.  The  Monikur 
was  permitted  to  diarge  him  openly  with  incapacity, 
and  his  removal  was  suggested.  The  French  navy/' 
said  that  paper,  only  wants  a  man  of  undaunted 
spirit,  of  a  cool  and  daring  courage ;  this  man  will  be 
found  some  day  or  other,  and  then  people  shall  see 
what  our  seamen  can  do  " 

In  the  middle  of  October,  Villeneuve  heard  that 
another  officer  \\  ik>  absolutely  on  his  way  to  supersede 
him.  Thus  situated,  he  resolved  to  venture  to  sea^ 
notwithstanding  the  remonstrance  of  the  Spanish 
admiral,  who  foresaw  the  disastrous  consequences 
which  must  ensue. 
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Since  he  had  been  cruising  off  the  port  of  Cadis, 
Nebon  had  been  in  constant  commnnication  with 

Gibraltar.  It  was  to  that  harbour  that  he  looked  for 
refuge  or  reUef  after  .the  approaching  action,  and  it 
was  there  that  he  iiJle tided  to  refit  las  shattered  ships. 

On  the  17th  of  October,  four  days  before  his 
deadi,  he  wrote  the  following  letter  to  General  Fox, 
wl)u  at  tliat  time  commanded  in  the  fortress : — 

"  Victory. 
October  17th,  1805. 

"  My  DKA&  Genkral, 

Lord  Robert  Fitzgerald  knded 
safely  at  Lagos  on  the  13th  (having  had  a  nonow 
escape  fi  oni  paying  a  visit  to  his  brother  nmbassador, 
Lord  Elgia)  to  his  very  great  joy  but  1  think  from 
Mr  Lloyd,  of  Diligents  reports,  that  Sir  Richard 
Strachan  had  got  sight  of  the  Rochfort  squad  run.  I 
wish  he  was  stronger,  but  he  will  certainly  destroy 
their  cruise,  Csesar,  Namur,  Hero,  Courageaux,  Bel- 
lona,  frigate  Indefatigable  ;  French  squadron,  one 
fiist-rate,  four  or  five  two-decked  ships,  and  three  or 
four  frigates,  but  as  they  have  manned  several  prizes 
T  will  hope  for  the  best  success.  I  am  sure  that  Sir 
Richard  Strachan  will  do  ail  that  man  can.* 

•  On  the  2iui  NoTember,  Sir  Kichard  Stniehau,  while  cruis- 
ra^  otf  FexTol,  in  with  four  French  hne-of-bftttle  ahipa 
which  had  eieiped  from  the  battle  of  Tm&lgar.  After  a  wann 
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"Our  Mends  at  Cadiz,  we  flatter  ourselves,  will  some 
day  or  other  come  foith^  and  I  hope  then  that  the 
fleet  under  my  command  will  fulfil  the  expectations 
of  our  country. 

Your  letter  to  the  Duke  of  York  and  the  others 
you  sent  me  I  forwarded  in  the  Admiralty  packet; 
the  three  regiments  for  your  gamson  may  be  expected 
every  moment,  and  I  shall  thank  you  to  tell  me  how 
long  it  will  be  after  their  arrival  that  the  other  regi- 
ments will  be  embarked,  that  I  may  have  a  couYoy 
ready  for  them. 

I  beg,  my  dear  general,  that  you  will  give  me 
your  commands  upon  aU  pmnts,  and  it  win  give  me 
real  pleasure  to  meet  your  wishes.  Being,  with  the 
greatest  respect,  your  most  faithful  and  obedient 
servant, 

*'Isklson  and  Brontb. 

"Honble  Gen.  Fox/'* 

On  the  19th  of  October,  the  enemy  sailed  from 

Cadiz  in  the  direction  of  the  Straits,  followed  by 
Nelson. 

On  the  morning  of  the  2Ist  the  two  fleets  came 

in  sight,  and  at  noon  precisely  the  action  commenced 

action,  in  winch  the  French  muttined  vaiy  heavy  \omoB,  Hm 
enemy  struck.  The  Adnilral  Dumsnoir  )e  Pelley  wm  womided, 
and  tiie  esptaia  of  a  eeventj-four  killed. 

*  Origbsl  autograph  in  CdlonisI  Secretaiy'e  Offico,  Gibrtl- 

tar. 
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It  is  unnecessaty  to  repeat  here  the  oit*told  tale  of 
this  celel)rated  combat ;  it  is  sufficient  to  record  that 
the  combmed  navies  of  France  and  Spaiu  were  utterly 
destroyed^  and  that  by  this  brilliant  action,  which  in* 
flicted  a  permanent  blow  upon  the  overbearing  policy 
of  Napoleon,  England  was  saved  from  a  threatened 
invasion.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  engagement  the 
shattered  bhiya  of  the  British  fleet  put  into  Gibraltar 

to  TCfit* 

On  the  '2^{]\  Ortobcr  the  Victory,  in  tow  of  the 
Neptune,  entered  the  Bay,  with  the  body  of  Nelson 
on  board.  To  preserve  the  corpse  from  decomposition 
it  iiud  been  [placed  in  a  cask  fdlud  with  brandy.  Dur- 
ing the  detention  of  the  Victory  at  Gibraltar  the 
brandy  was  drawn  off,  and  the  cask  refilled  with 
spirits  of  wine. 

In  Spain  cleverly  manufactured  reports  were  made 
to  represent  tins  battle  as  an  engagement  et^ually 
disastrous  to  the  English  as  to  the  allies. 

One  number  of  the  Madrid  Oasette  published  an 

official  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  British  tleet 

after  the  action,  according  to  which  only  10  sail  of 

the  line  were  fit  to  put  to  sea,  and  in  this  list  were 

included  four  vessels  unknown  to  the  British  Navy ; 

11  flrst-nites  were  described  as  sunk  or  bomt,  which 

at  the  time  the  report  was  written  were  either  ready 

for  sea  in  the  Bay  of  Gibraltar  or  on  their  way  to 

England,  and  several  vessels  were  reported  completely 

crippled,  which  had  not  been  within  a  hundred 

as  • 
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miles  of  the  battle.  The  iutelligeuce  of  this  victory 
was  received  with  joy  at  Gibraltar.  The  governor 
iusluatly  despatched  a  brief  message  of  congratulation 
to  Gollingwood,  and  received  the  following  letter  in 
reply. 

"  Queen. 

"  November  Ist,  1805. 

"  Sir, 

**  I  have  received  the  honour  of  yonr 
letter  to  me,  and  am  much  obliged  by  your  (sic)  for 
your  kind  congratulations  on  the  signal  victory  ob- 
tained over  the  enemy's  fleet. 

"  The  severe  gale  of  wind  which  we  since  expe- 
rienced brought  the  ships  both  of  the  enemy  and 
those  of  the  s(]uadron  into  extreme  danger.  The 
liuiks  were  driven  in  all  directions  —  tiirce  were 
(fortunate  enough  for  them)  forced  by  the  storm  into 
the  entrance  of  the  port  of  Cadiz,  where  they  received 
such  assistance  as  enabled  tbem  to  get  in.  The  Nep- 
tuno  (one  of  them  is  since  8unk)»  the  Saint  Ana,  and 
Algeciras,  still  afloat.  But  in  exchange  for  them  two 
of  the  ships  which  came  out  with  Gravina  the  second 
time  were  dismasted,  the  Rayo  fell  into  our  hands 
and  is  destroyed,  the  Indoraptable  wrecked,  and,  I 
am  told,  all  perished.  Under  the  unfortunate  circum- 
stances which  the  gale  reduced  us  to,  I  found  it 
necessary  to  order  all  the  captured  ships  to  be  i^de- 
stroyed?),  except  two  or  three  which  had  suffered 
least.    I  inclose  to  your  Excellency  a  hst  of  the  ships» 
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which  surrendered  and  how  they  are  disposed  of, 
which  I  think  will  satbfy  you  that  the  combined  fleet 

as  a  fleet  is  unniiiilatcd. 

"  I  continued  off  Cadiz  some  days,  not  only  for  the 
purpose  of  destroying  the  captiire<»,  but  to  satisfy 
theui  that  an  English  fleet  was  nut  to  be  driven  from 
their  station  by  their  utmost  efforts ;  and  this  cir- 
cunistaiicc  sctnis  to  have  had  an  eff'ect  of  more  sur- 
prising them  than  even  the  battle.  1  sent  a  flag  to  the 
Marquis  Solano  offering  his  wounded  men  to  be  given 
to  their  care,  for  which  he  expresses  himself  and  the 
Spanish  nation  truly  grateful,  and  in  return  offered 
his  hospitals  and  his  honour  for  the  care  and  cure  of 
our  seamen  if  I  had  chosen  to  scud  them  to  him  V*  * 

In  1608,  Gibraltar,  as  a  bee  port,  derived  great 
benefit  from  the  influx  of  wefilth  and  merchan- 
dise during  the  revolution  in  bpam ;  lauded  property 
increased  inmiensely  in  value,  and  an  era  of  commer* 
cial  prosperity  commenced.  Since  that  time  the  Rock 
has  been  undisturbed  by  the  influences  of  war:  the 
interval  of  p(  ace  has  been  devoted  to  the  improve* 
ment  of  the  place,  the  constitution  of  civil  laws,  and 
the  emancipation  of  the  people  from  military  rule. 

In  1830,  the  first  charter  of  jui^tice  was  •^iven  to 
the  city,  a  magistracy  was  established,  and  the  ad* 
vantage  of  civil  liberty  accorded  to  the  inhabitants. 
Nor  have  its  military  interests  been  neglected :  the 

*  Autograph  in  Miiitaiy  Secretary's  Office,  Gibraltar. 
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fortifications,  always  strong,  have  been  vastly  extended 
and  improved,  the  heaviest  ordnaDce  has  replaced  the 

lighter  guns  of  former  days,  almost  iuexhnustible 

stores  have  been  accumulated,  and  immense  quanti- 
ties of  ammunition  crowd  the  magazines.  The  work 
of  iiuprovenioiit  is  never  still  i  ev^rj  hour  of  the 
day  hundreds  of  artificers  are  employed  upon  the 
defences,  scarping  too  accessible  clifis,  bu3ding  new 
batteries,  re-arming  old  ones,  and  streugtheuiug  weak 
points. 

It  has  been  recently  urged  that  EiigUmd  is  guilty 
of  a  political  immorality  in  retaining  possession  of 
Gibraltar.  The  views  entertained  by  some  in  &vmir 
of  the  emancipation  of  our  colonies  have  led  to  dii- 
cttssions  on  the  question  of  our  legitimate  right  to 
occupy  certain  dependencies. 

The  particular  phase  of  political  afiairs  which  led 
to  and  justified  the  capture  and  temporary  retentioii 
having  passed  away,  it  is  affirmed  that  England  has 
no  grounds  for  keeping  Gibraltar,  and  that  it  would 
.  be  only  an  act  of  justice  were  she  to  restore  the  fort- 
ress to  Spain. 

More  than  this ;  it  is  suggested  that  the  power  of 
Spain  is  rapidly  reviving,  and  that  ere  long  she  may 
become  sufficiently  vigorous  to  wrest  from  us  what  we 
now  hold  by  superior  force. 

Are  these  ;ii^iiment>  and  assumptions  correct  ? 
Has  England  not  only  no  just  claim  to  Gibraltar, 
but  has  she  been  guilty  of  a  political  sin  in  keeping 
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possessiou  of  it  for  a  ceutury  and  a  liaii  ?  Does  the 
slow  regenerscy  of  Spain  justify  the  su])po8itioii  that  it 
will  produce  armies  and  navies  powerful  enough  to 
wage  war  with  England  and  retake  Gibraltar? 

This  fortress  first  fell  into  onr  hands  by  capture. 
True,  it  was  originally  surrendered  to  the  nominal 
sovereignty  of  the  Aichduke  Charles,  but  seeing  that 
he  had  no  power  of  himself  to  keep  possession  of  it, 
it  was  suilered  to  lapse  into  the  hands  of  the  English 
without  opposition. 

It  was  because  the  legality  of  the  title  of  posses- 
sion thus  given  to  England  was  doubtful  that  the 
fonnal  cession  in  perpetuity  was  insisted  upcm  at  the 
Couierence  of  Utrecht. 

When  the  cession  was  confirmed,  the  Rock  was 
in  the  safe  keeping  of  England;  the  lOth  article 
of  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht  therefore  merely  secured 
the  possession  of  the  fortress  to  Great  Britain  by  an 
incontruvertible  right.  "The  Catholic  King,"  says 
that  article,  "as  regards  himself  and  aU  his  sue- 
0e9$or9^  yields  by  this  treaty  to  the  Crown  of  Great 
Btilaiii  the  city  and  castle  of  Gibraltar,"  &c.  &c. 
We  hold  the  place  by  virtue  of  legal  grant,  and  it  is 
no  argument  to  say  that,  f^ecause  Spain  mu  rendered 
it  in  her  weakness,  she  has  a  right  to  claim  it  in  her 
r^eneracy. 

Spain  surrendered  Gibraltar  "  abmluteli/,  with  all 
nuumer  of  right  far  ever  mtkmt  wng  exmption  er 

peduneni  whatsoever.**    Can  she  now  deny  the  gift, 
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or  is  England  called  upon  to  restore  what  has  been 
solemnly  granted  in  perpetuity  ? 

But  apart  from  the  question  of  legal  retention, 
there  is  another  consideration.  The  history  of  the 
past  oentuiy  and  a  half  diows  us  that  not  only  was 
Spain  at  no  time  strong  enough  to  retake  Gibialtui, 
but  that  she  was  unable  to  hold  it  against  attack. 

Restore  the  fortress  to  her  to-mofiow :  how  long 
would  she  retain  it  ? 

Just  so  long  as  France  might  choose  to  leave  her 
in  possession  of  it. 

Were  England  to  give  up  Gibraltar  she  would  be 
committbg  a  far  more  serious  political  immorality 
than  she  can  be  guilty  of  by  keeping  it. 

She  would  drop  the  apple  of  discord  among  the 
nations  of  Europe,  and  infallibly  originate  an  era  of 
war. 

Gibraltar  under  the  English  is  an  impregnable 

position  defying  attack,  and  tlierefore  not  likely  to  be 
assailed.  Gibraltar  under  the  Spaniards  would  be  a 
third-rate  fortress,  the  ambition  of  every  great  mari- 
time power»  and  the  prey  of  the  most  unscrupulous. 

Never  since  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht  has  Spain  claim- 
ed Gibraltar  as  a  riglit ;  eVery  demand  has  been  put 
forward  ou  the  footing  of  the  grant  of  an  equivalent. 

It  is  true  that  Pitt  the  elder.  Stanhope,  and 
Townshend,  at  different  times  suggested  the  restora- 
tion of  Gibraltar^  but  never  on  the  ground  of  ili^al 
possession. 
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Pitt  offered  it  only  to  gain  what  he  considered 
hr  greater  advantages.   In  later  days  hia  opinions 

vastly  ciiauged;  and,  as  Lord  Cliatham,  he  protested 
vehemently  against  the  surrender  of  the  place.  Even 

the  Spanish  historians  do  not  dispute  tluit  liy  the 
Treaty  of  Utrecht  Eugland  acquired  an  incoatro- 
veitible  right  to  Gibraltar. 

Montero  says,  "This  Treaty*  was  most  burdeu- 
some  for  Spain,  who  lost  almost  all  her  possessions  in 
Europe.  By  it  Philip  V.  ceded  to  Oreal  Britain  on  his 
part;  and  on  tiie  |)art  ot  Ina  successorsj  the  entire  right 
ofpo99imon  of  OOraUar* 

**  By  this  means  the  insoleut  aiid  violent  usurpation 
by  Admiral  Rooke  was  rendered  legitimate,  and  the 
king  of  Great  Britain  could  from  that  moment  call 
his  own  without  a  blush  that  maguiticeut  fortieas^ 
which  had  previously  been  wrested  (arraneada)  fix>m 
the  Spanish  Crown."  + 

To  cede  Gibraltar  would  be  to  renounce  our  free- 
dom of  navigation  in  the  Mediterranean ;  our  com- 
merce in  those  seas  would  be  paralysed ;  we  should 
forfeit  the  safety  of  the  overiand  route,  depreciate  our 
power  in  the  East,  and  lose  all  influence  in  Morocco. 

Are  we  called  upou  suddenly  to  make  these  sa- 
crificea,  which  might  perhaps  adorn  the  inauguration  of 
the  uiilkinuum  ? 

As  to  the  second  ground  on  which  it  is  urged  that 

•  Of  I'trerht. 
t  Montero,  Hi«t.  de  Gibraltar,  p.  205. 
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England  ought  to  restore  the  fortress,  namely ,  because 
regenerated  Spain  will  soon  become  powerful  enoogk 
to  wrest  it  froiii  lier, — it  is  a  visiouary  apprehension. 

Is  it  to  be  supposed  that  the  next  century  will  see 
Spain  in  a  oondition  to  assemble  a  more  powerful 
army,  a  more  formidable  artilltTy,  a  more  numerous 
navy,  than  she  sent  against  Gibraltar  in  1782? 

Is  it  not  on  record  that  the  siege  of  the  Rock  iu 
that  year  was  amongst  the  most  oelebrated  under- 
takings in  the  Ustoiy  of  warfare?  The  most  dis- 
tinguished leaders,  an  immense  body  of  troops,  a  vast 
siege  train,  and  stupendous  batteries  aided  by  a 
considerable  navy,  were  brought  against  the  fortress. 
The  uumber  of  shot  thrown  into  the  little  city  equal- 
led the  ammunition  expended  by  the  English  at  Se- 
bastopoL  Yet  all  was  vain  against  British  courage 
and  those  stubborn  walls.  On  that  siege  Spain 
lavished  all  her  treasure  and  resonroes,  but  she  was 
baffled.  Are  we  to  believe  that  she  will  soon  be 
in  a  oondition  to  renew  those  mighty  efforts  ? 

The  (libraltar  of  the  present  day  is  more  invul- 
nerable than  it  has  been  since  its  walls  were  tot 
armed.  Almost  impregnable  by  natuie»  it  has  been 
rendered  completely  so  by  art. 

When  the  floating  batteries  in  ocmjunetaon  with 
the  armies  of  France  and  Spain  attacked  it  in  1782, 
there  were  but  100  guns  mounted  on  the  Bock.  Is  ow 
700  pieces  of  ordnance  are  in  position. 

Spam  may  indeed  have  tiuned  the  crisis  of  her 
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degeneracy,  but  what  time  must  el^Me  before  she  can 
enter  the  lists  with  the  militaiy  and  naval  power  of 

England ! 

No  fortress  in  the  world  is  in  snch  a  state  of 

defence  as  the  Rock  at  the  present  moment;  and 
notwithstanding  the  opuiion  of  the  most  learned 
scholars,  we  may  rest  assured  that  the  day  is  iar 
distant  when  regenerated  Spain  shall  dictate  to  Eng- 
kind  the  terms  of  its  capitolation. 
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CHAPTJilR  XX. 

CONCLUDII^G  DESCRIPTION  OF  QIBRALTAR. 

The  Rock  of  Gibraltar,  which  forms  almost  the 

most  southern  extremity  of  the  continent  of  Europe, 
is  a  hoid  headknd  promontoiy  jutting  insuhirly  into 
the  sea  at  the  entrance  to  the  Mediterranean. 

The  peninsula  is  of  oblong  form,  and  runs  in  a 
direction  neailj  due  north  and  south,  for  a  distance 
of  about  two  miles  and  three-quarters  from  the  niam- 
hmd.  Its  greatest  breadth  does  not  exceed  three- 
fourths  of  a  mile,  and  its  circumference  is  about  seven 
miles. 

On  the  north  it  is  connected  with  the  main-land 

by  alow  and  sandy  isthmus,  wliich  varies  in  breadth 
from  950  to  1750  yards,  and  is  nowhere  10  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  sea.  The  western  face  of  the 
hill,  at  the  foot  of  which  the  town  is  built,  forms  a 
rapid  and  rocky  slope,  brok^  here  and  there  by  an 
abrupt  precipice,  at  whose  base  the  groimd  again 
shelves  to  a  level  where  the  lower  part  of  the  city  is 
situated,  and  the  public  walks  hud  out.  The  eastern 
side,  wiuch  faces  the  Mediterranean,  is  an  inaccessible 
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cliff  bare  of  Tegetation,  and  fonniiig  a  series  of  rugged 
precipices  broken  only  in  one  spot  by  an  immense 
bank  of  sand  450  icct  in  height,  the  accumulation  of 
many  ages,  which  Ues  heaped  against  the  Rock  under 
the  Signal  Station  liill. 

The  northern  face  of  the  mouutaui  rises  abruptly 
from  the  sandy  isthmus,  and  towen  a  perpendicular 
and  unbroken  diff  to  the  height  of  nearly  1400  feet, 
terminating  ina  narrow  apex  crowned  with  a  powerful 
battery.  Viewed  from  the  isthmus  the  Rock  is  at 
this  poiut  maguificentiy  grand. 

From  its  crest,  just  visible  to  the  naked  eye,  peer 
the  muzzles  of  guns,  almost  lost  to  view  in  the  airy 
distance ;  in  an  irregular  line  across  its  rocky  fiue 
are  dotted  small  dark  apertures,  which,  though  in  the 
distance  apparently  not  larger  than  pigeons  nooks, 
are  theembrasmres  of  the  excavated  galleriesi  all  armed 
>*iiii  powerful  cannon. 

From  north  to  south  along  the  summit  of  the  hill 
nms  a  narrow,  craggy,  and  irregular  ridge,  in  many 
places  only  a  few  feet  in  brcadtii.  The  highest  point 
of  the  Bock  is  about  1430  feet  above  the  sea  level. 

The  Rock  is  composed  of  compact  limestone  or 
grey  dense  marble,  varied  in  some  places  by  beds  of 
red  sandstone^  and  fissures  of  osseous  breoda.  On 

the  western  lace,  about  half  way  up  the  mountain,  is 
a  precipice  which  runs  parallel  to  the  ridge  along  the 
summit,  and  at  the  base  of  this  precipice  lies  a  sloping 
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plain  of  stratitied  silicious  Band,  known  always  as  tho 
Bed  Sands. 

This  plain  extends  from  the  present  Alameda  to 
fhe  north-western  extremity  of  the  promontoiyi  and 
the  town,  or  rather  the  lower  portion  of  it,  is  boflt 
upon  this  sand  formation.  It  is  the  general  opmiou 
of  geologista  that  Gibraltar  has  undergone  many 
movements  of  upheaval  and  depression,  accompanied 
by  violent  ruptures  of  strata,  landdiips,  and  wasting 
aetion  of  the  sea  during  the  suocessiTe  ages  of  its 
existence ;  and  so  uiiiltitudinous  and  destructive  of 
former  changes  have  these  disturbances  been,  that  it 
is  impossible  to  obtain  satisbctory  evidence  of  the 
periods  of  their  occurrence. 

Describing  the  original  formation  of  the  moon* 
tain,  a  geologist  says:* 

Its  geological  history  is  instructive  as  an  example 
of  the  extraordinaiy  number  as  well  as  complicated 
nature  of  the  movements  which  have  caused  the 
irregularities  oil  the  suifiice  of  the  earth.  We 
are  apt  to  ascribe  the  presence  of  marine  remains  in 
elevated  situations  to  some  great  convulsion  by  which 
they  have  been  raised  from  the  bottom  of  the  sea, 
and  to  suppose  that  they  have  remained  subjected  to 
no  changes  but  such  as  are  caused  by  the  diurnal 
action  of  the  elements ;  but  an  examination  of  tiie 

* 

♦  Tlie  Geology  of  Gibraltar,  :i  paper  rrad  bet'orv  the  Greo- 
logical  Society  by  James  Smith,  J^.,  i\  G.  S.,  1844. 
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moimtain  o£  Gibraltar  forces  us  to  admit  that  it  muBt 
have  undergone,  not  one,  but  many  movements  both 

of  elevation  and  depi^ssion,  some  of  them  attended 
with  rupture  and  dislocation  of  strata^  others  with 
mere  changes  of  level;  to  these  naist  be  added 
the  effidcts  of  chemical  agents»  landslips,  blown  sands, 
and  the  wasting  action  of  the  sea.  Some  of  the 
dbturbauceii  must  have  obliterated  every  trace  of 
preceding  ones.  •  •  We  know  from  the  marine  remains 
contained  in  them  that  the  beds  of  limestone  must 
have  been  formed  at  the  bottom  of  the  sea  during  the 
secondary  period,  in  a  position  nearly  horisontal,  an^ 
that  they  must  have  been  lifted  up  to  aii  angle  with 
the  horizon  by  some  force  acting  from  below,  doubt- 
leas  of  an  igneous  nature.** 

The  tirst  period  in  the  history  of  the  iiock  is  tliat 
in  which  its  beds  were  deposited  at  the  bottom  of  the 
secoiuljirv  ocean ;  the  second  is  iLiiL  which  followed 
the  iirst  upheaval. 

While  in  this  condition  fresh  beds  were  deposited 
round  its  base,  during  a  period  oi  long  duration. 
Whilst  this  operation  was  going  on  a  second  upheaval 
took  place,  which  tilted  up  the  beds  19  degree  more 
than  they  were  at  first,  and  as  this  movement  was  only 
partial  and  confined  to  the  southern  portion  of  the 
peninsula,  the  Rock  nuist  have  been  broken  across, 
and  the  line  of  fracture  may  be  seen  well  marked  by 
the  gap  and  ravines  which  separate  the  middle  hill 
from  the  Rock  Gun  Height*    In  couscqucuce  of  this 
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movement,  the  limestone  beds  were  placed  at  an  in- 
clination af  38  degrees,  and  the  new  beds  were  aubee- 
quently  formed  at  au  angle  of  19  degrees. 

During  the  long  continuance  of  the  preceding 
epoch  the  wasting  action  of  the  sea  had  scooped  out 
a  cliff  and  terrace ;  upon  this  terrace  horizontal  beds 
of  sand  had  been  deposited,  and  upon  these  again 
newer  beds  were  deposited  sloping  outwards.  Finally, 
in  one  of  the  numeroua  changes  of  level  to  which  the 
Bock  has  been  subjected,  the  whole  of  these  sands 
were  lilted  up  and  covered  with  the  blown  sands  ut 
Catalan  Bay.  These  sands  slope  against  the  face  of 
the  eastern  cliff  at  an  angle  of  30  degrees. 

A  third  upheaval  still  further  to  the  southward 
of  Middle  Hill  again  tUted  the  beds  in  that  part  of 
the  Rock  about  19  degrees,  leaving  the  northern  and 
middle  hiUs  as  they  were  before,  but  inclining  the 
strata  to  the  south  to  57  degrees.  The  line  of  division 
is  marked  by  an  indentation  to  the  south  of  bignal 
Station  Hill. 

In  the  Sugar-loaf  Hill,  or  O'llara's  Tower  Height, 
the  fourth  epoch  m  the  history  of  the  Rock  is  marked. 
Here  the  secondary  limestone,  originally  level,  has  been 
lifted  up  by  repeated  uplieavals  to  an  angle  of  57 
degrees;  the  beds  formed  at  thebaseof  the  Rock  sub- 
sequently  to  the  first  uph^val  have  been  lifted  up  by  the 
second  and  third  upheavals  to  au  augle  of  32  degrees. 
Martm's  Cave,  situated  on  the  eastern  face  of  this 
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hifl,  is  sea-worn,  and  must  liave  been  formed  during 
the  period  between  the  second  and  third  upheavals. 

Stiil  further  to  the  southward  is  the  extensive  sea- 
worn  plateau  of  Europa  flats ;  its  surface  is  aiiuost 
entirdy  composed  of  bare  water-worn  lock.  This 
plateau  is  backed  by  a  second  range  of  cliffs,  in  the 
front  of  which,  at  an  elevation  of  170  feet  above  the 
sea,  there  is  an  oyster-bed.  From  the  general  appear- 
ances of  the  Rock,  it  is  inferred  that  the  whole 
mountain  up  to  its  summit,  a  height  of  1430  feet,  has 
been  submei^ed  subsequently  to  the  last  of  the  dis- 
turbances. 

This  theory,  extraordinary  as  it  may  appear,  is 
supported  by  the  opinion  of  that  eminent  geologist. 
Sir  Charles  Ljell.* 

No  general  change  of  level  has  taken  place  during 
the  historical  or  probably  the  liuniau  period.  From  the 
appearance  of  a  cluster  of  fossil  mussels,  with  both 
valves  of  the  shells  atlht  iiug,  the  uiiiiiials  must  have 

been  alive  when  the  elevation  took  place.  Mr  Smith 
therefore  infers  that  it  was  instantaneous. 

One  of  liie  most  interesting  fonuations  on  this 
remarkable  peninsula  is  the  osseous  breccia,  resem- 

•  **  ICr  8iiuth*i  paper  on  the  Rock  of  Gibraltar  mbfhr 
the  best  I  httf 6  md.  ...  It  is  foil  of  matter  well  thought  out, 
sad  the  infiaranoes  to  riamg  and  ainkiiignitlier  startling,  but 
not,  I  ioapeet,  exaggerated,  from  what  I  know  of  the  bordera  of 
the  HeditemMML'*'Sv  C.Lyell  to  Sir  W.  Codrington,  June 
21st»18e0« 
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bling  in  character  tbe  breccia  focmd  in  the  limestone 
rocks  of  Antibes,  Nice,  Pisa,  and  Dalmatia.* 

These  concretions  are  met  with  in  various  parts  of 

the  Rock,  in  perpendicular  iissures  and  open  caverns. 
Thejr  are  calcareous,  of  a  reddish  brown  ferruginous 
colour,  and  enclose  the  bones  of  various  animab« 
Cuvier,  in  a  list  of  organic  remains  discovered  in  the 
Gibraltar  breccia,  enumerates  the  fossil  elephant, 
cave  bear,  ox,  deer,  antelope,  sheep,  rabbitv^,  water- 
rats,  mice,  horse,  ass»  snakes,  birds,  and  land  shells. 
Of  these  many  agree  with  eidsting  species,  but  there 
IS  no  doubt  tliat  there  ai'e  also  bones  of  extinct  kinds. 
The  most  celebrated  deposit  of  this  concretion  is  at 
Rosia,  where  masses  of  the  breccia  are  exposed  to 
view.f 

Like  all  compact  limestones  the  Rock  abounds  in 

caves,  fissures,  and  pot-holes.  The  most  celebrated 
caves  are  St  MichaeFs  and  Martin's  i  the  former, 
situated  on  the  western  slope,  1100  feet  above  the 

•  Edinburgh,  Philo.  TranRactions,  1797. 

t  Mr  fc>mith  mentiana  liiut  the  bonen  of  man  have  bot'n 
lull  1  id  in  these  breccia,  but  Major  Imne  and  Cuvier  allii-m 
that  no  trace  uf  them  could  be  tuuiitl. 

"  I  nrn  sntisfied  ihiit  the  I'ormation  oi'  every  variety  of  tli0 
Gibraltar  breccia  is  a  subaerial  process  ;  tlie  ram-water  jx'rco- 
lating  through  the  fiwures  which  eyerywham  intersect  the  rock 
dissolves  A  certain  quantity,  but  as  the  largest  portion  of  the 
water  ia  eraporated  befote  it  leacbea  the  Bern,  it  depoi ifes  the 
caleateoufl  matter  upon  whatever  it  oomea  in  contact  with»  and 
imitea  the  whole  into  breeeta»  a  proceaa  which  cannot  take 
place  under  water/'—Geology  of  Gibraltar^  Smith. 
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sea,  the  latter  on  the  eastern  cliff,  under  O'Hara's 
tower.  Martin's  is  sea-worn.  The  extent  of  St 
Michael's  is  still  unknown.  Many  cxpluiatuins  have 
been  made  at  various  times^  and,  as  on  each  occasion 
a  further  point  has  been  reached,  it  is  impossible  to 
say  where  the  cavern  tenniuates.  Some  persons  have 
affirmed  that  the  east  wind  may  be  distinctly  felt 
blowing  through  the  aperture  at  the  imthcst  known 
point 

The  Rock  can  be  ascended  on  its  western  side 

trom  various  points,  and  by  dififerent  roads,  along 
which  horses  or  mnles  can  pass. 

The  mountain  is  divided  by  the  circunistaneos  of 
its  original  iorniation  into  various  undulating  suinmitSy 
each  of  which  has  received  a  distinctive  title.  That 
which  forms  the  extreme  north  is  known  as  tlic  Rock 
Gun  Height,  the  next  towards  the  south  is  Middle 
Hill.  The  Signal  Station  gives  a  name  to  the  centre 
elevation,  wiiilc  the  sugar-loaf  shaped  eminence  at  the 
extreme  south  of  the  mountain  is  distinguished  by  the 
old  iiiined  tower  that  crowns  its  suuiuiit,  and  which 
was  built  by  directions  of  General  0'Hara»  who  m 
1795  was  Governor  of  Gibraltar. 

The  Signal  Station,  which,  as  it;^  name  implies,  is 
a  look-Qfut  fnm  whence  the  Straits  are  watched  and 

the  movements  of  the  ship[)inj;  reported,  is  situated 
upon  a  ndge  of  the  hill,  at  an  elevaticHi  of  1250  feet 
above  the  sea.   The  building,  which  consists  of  a 

wooden  shed  and  small  stone  tower,  is  occupied  by  a 


Digitized  by  Gopgle 


452  HI8T0BT  OF  OIB&ALTAE. 

ft 

detachment  of  artillerymen,  whose  duty  it  is  to  keep  a 
coBstaat  eye  upon  the  waters  of  the  Straits  and  Bay, 
and  to  report  b\  signal  upon  the  flag-staff,  the  nation 
and  character  of  the  different  vessels  that  steer  for  the 
Bay,  or  pass  along  the  Mediterranean. 

A  battery  of  four  caiiiioii  is  situated  a  few  feet 
below  iiacing  the  westward,  from  which  the  morning 
and  evening  guns  are  fired  throughout  the  year,  as  a 
notice  for  the  openmg  and  closiug  of  the  fortress 
gates. 

The  view  from  this  Signal  Station  is  extremely 
beautiful  and  extensive.  Turning  to  the  east  you 
stand  at  the  brink  of  a  rocky  precipice,  whose  giddy 
height  is  broken  by  a  imge  shelving  mass  of  sparkUiig 
sand  which,  springing  from  the  shore  below,  rests  in 
an  unbroken  heap  against  the  Rock.  On  the  narrow 
beach,  far  away  down  in  the  still  depths  below,  and 
washed  by  the  waves,  whose  rolling  crests  seem  to 
break  almost  at  the  veiy  doors,  are  the  fishing  huts 
of  Catakn  Bay. 

Beyond  is  the  deep  blue  sea,  whose  azure  brilli- 
ancy pales  the  unclouded  skies  above,  and  reflects  as 
clearly  as  a  minor  the  outstretched  shadows  of  the 
dark  mountains  that  range  along  the  Spanish  coast. 
Over  in  Africa,  far  away  in  the  hazy  distance,  and 
buried  in  rolling  fleeqr  clouds,  are  the  snow-capped 
ranges  of  the  lofty  Atlas ;  and  nearer  the  foreground 
again,  on  a  prominent  headland,  hes  Ceuta  with  its 
bleached  buildings  glistening  in  the  sunlight  Stretch* 
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ing  to  the  westward,  the  8hore8  of  Barbary  rise 

;4j;uliiallv  in  rut'K^'fl  t-liffs  and  trrev  stonv  heights  to 
the  bieak  suoumt  of  iMons  Abyla«  and  desceudiDg 
again  with  grasaj  tindiilating  hills,  and  valleys  green 
with  brushwood,  recede  till  they  arc  lost  iu  the 
western  horizon. 

At  the  foot  of  the  western  slopes  rest  the  unruffled 
waters  of  the  deep  broad  Bay»  bordered  on  the  op* 
posite  coast  by  the  purple  mountains  of  Almonima. 

Though  Giliraltai  has  traditionali)  held  the  title 
of  a  barren  rock,  its  flora  and  vegetable  kingdom 
are  sofficiently  rich  and  varied  to  occupy  the  atten- 
tion of  botanists.*  The  western  slopes  are  covered 
with  patches  of  vegetation,  the  gardens  are  filled  with 
tropical  plants,  and  even  the  rugged  precipices  on  the 
eastern  clifls  are  dotted  with  the  fan-shaped  palm. 
On  the  steep  declivities  and  in  luxuriant  hedge-rows 
the  clematis,  geranium,  aloe,  and  rose,  run  wild  ;  the 
myrtle,  the  locust-tree,  the  wide-spreading  bclla- 
Rombra,  a  variety  of  the  cactus  tribe,  the  vine,  the  fig- 
tree,  the  olive,  almond,  orange,  and  icmoti,  conceal 
with  their  welcome  leaves  the  barren  stony  boulders. 

There  are  456  species  of  llowering  plants  and 
ferns  indigenous  to  the  Rock;  and  44  which  are 
cultivated  or  introduced. 

These  are  classed  as  follows : 
40  species  generaDy  distributed  throughout  Europe. 

♦  Vide  Flora  Calpemus,  Kelaart,  RL.S.,  F.G.S.,  1846. 
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58  natives  of  South  Africa. 

68  oommon  to  Burope  and  Africa. 

1 74  cuuimon  to  South  Europe  and  Africa. 
13  confined  to  Spain  and  Barbaxy. 
96  common  to  Europe,  Asia  Minor,  and  North 
Africa. 

12  ooDfined  to  Euiope  and  Asia  Minor. 
Among  these  are  140  species  common  to  Great 
Britain.    170  species  are  foond  to  gjm  in  Madeira, 
and  neariy  as  many  in  the  Canary  Islands.  160 

species  in  Sicily,  more  than  two- thirds  in  Malta,  and 
73  species  are  abo  indigenoos  to  the  Asores.  One 

plant  oiiij  lb  peculiar  to  Gibraltar,  viz.  Iberis  Gihral- 
tarica, 

Pew  animals  inhabit  the  Bock.  Foies  and  rabbits 

are  numerous,  and  there  are  a  few  wild  goats.  Eagles 
and  hawks  are  common.  The  monkeys*  a  tnbe 
always  associated  with  the  Rock  of  Gibndti^ ,  are  now 
virtually  extinct.  Formerly  they  were  seen  in  troops 
gambolling  along  the  precipices,  but  their  nnmbeia 
have  gradually  decreased,  till  but  four  are  believed  to 
remain.  They  are  of  the  Barbaiy  ape  species,  and  it 
has  been  a  matter  it  discnssion  how  they  were  trans- 
ported. The  simple  solutiou  oi  the  question  seems  to 
be  that  they  were  brought  over  at  different  times  from 
the  opposite  coast,  and  increased  in  numbers.  An 
old  paper  in  tiie  British  Museum  makes  mention  of  a 
great  qnantity  of  these  qies  having  been  sent  into  the 
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garrison  in  1740,  and  reicrs  to  a  poll-tax  to  winch 
they  were  subjected. 

The  town  or  city  consists  of  two  distinct  portions, 
one,  which  is  the  principal  in  importance,  being 
flitnated  at  the  north-western  base  of  the  hill,  and  the 
other  at  the  sonth,  on  the  slope  under  O  ilara  s 
height.  On  the  eastern  side  of  the  Rock,  ensconced  in 
a  sandy  nook  called  Catalan  Bay,  are  a  few  houses 
occupied  principally  by  tishennen  of  Genoese  origin. 

The  principal  town,  which  is  dignified  by  the  title 

of  a  city,  extends  from  tin  iiand-poil  Inir  of  fortifica- 
tions on  the  north,  to  Charles  V.'s  wall  on  the  south, 
and  runs  backward  from  the  sea-wall  up  the  steep 
slope  of  the  hill  to  a  considerable  elevation.  It  is 
enclosed  on  every  side,— on  the  north  by  the  old 
Moorish  wall  and  Land-port  Curtain,  on  the  west  by 
the  Line-wall  and  sea,  and  on  the  south  by  the  wall 
which  was  erected  in  the  reign  of  the  Emperor 
Chailes.  The  commercial  portion  of  the  city  com- 
prises two  parallel  and  principal  streets ;  one.  Water- 
port  Street,  which  consists  mainly  of  small  shops  and 
retail  houses ;  the  other,  Irish  Town,  where  are  situated 
the  wholesale  and  merchants'  stores.  Both  tborouirh* 
fares  are  badlv  built  and  inconvenieutlv  narrow. 

In  the  centre  of  the  town  is  a  tolerably  capacious 
space  caDed  Commercial  Square,  though  the  commer- 
cial transactions  are  confined  principally  to  the  extor- 
tionate transactions  of  the  Jew  pedlars,  who  cover  the 
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pavement  with  their  stalls  of  miscellaneous  articles, 
vaiying  from  a  bed  to  a  button. 

Gibraltar  possesses  one  of  the  finest  colonial 
libraries  in  the  world.  It  is  the  property  of  the  gar- 
rison, and  was  oiigmated  in  1793  by  Colonel  Drink- 
water.  The  present  building  was  completed  in  1804, 
under  the  auspices  of  King  George  III.  Pitt  took  a 
great  interest  in  it.  It  now  oontains  upwards  of 
26,000  volumes. 

The  abrupt  slopes  at  the  back  of  the  town  are 
thickly  covered  with  houses,  buHt  tier  above  tier  to 
the  height  of  250  feet  above  the  sea.  This  district  is 
termed  the  hill  side.  At  its  northern  extremity  is 
situated  the  Moorish  castle,  with  its  ancient  wall, 
which  has  stood  without  decay  the  assaults  of  time 
and  many  famous  sieges,  though  the  battered  ma* 
sonry  testifies  that  the  enemy  did  not  spare  the 
battlements.  The  Tone  del  Homenage,  which  in 
all  Moorish  castles  is  the  most  elevated  tower,  is 
stiU  in  good  preservation  and  ahnost  intact.  It 
is  dii&cult  to  ascertain  the  exact  date  of  this  bufld- 
ing,  but  from  an  inscription  over  one  of  the  gates  it 
appears  to  have  been  finished  between  the  yean  a.d. 
725  and  742.  In  Gavanjros'  Arabic  translations 
mention  is  made  of  a  fortified  castle  having  been 
built  on  the  Rock  at  a  much  later  period.* 

•  "  In  the  year  1160,  the  commander  of  tbe  ftithfUl,  Abdd- 
l-Miimeii  Ilm*A]i,  after  aubjectmg  the  whole  of  Eaatem  Afiica 

to  hia  rule,  marched  to  Ceuta,  where  he  embarked  for  Atidalwa. 
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The  South  'I own,  wkich  is  Bituated,  us  its  name 
implies,  towarck  the  flonthem  extremity  of  the  Rock, 
is  formed  by  a  small  and  rambling  collection  of  lio\isrs 
which  stand  on  the  slope  of  the  hill  below  O'Hant  s 
Tower.  Thu  suburb,  which  is  disconnected  from  the 
city  by  the  Alameda  and  public  gardens,  contains 
about  1600  inhabitants. 

.  Above  the  South  Town,  and  looking  towards  the 
African  coast,  is  \\  induuil  Jidl»  a  nearly  oval  plateau 
surrounded  on  almost  eveiy  point  of  its  circumference 
by  precipitous  heights,  which  sink  abiuptly  from  its 
brink  on  to  the  lower  terrace  level  formed  by  £uropa 
flats.  At  Windmill  Hill  is  a  large  barrack,  casemated 
and  enclosed  witkiu  a  crenellated  wall  wiiicii  faces 
the  south. 

Descending  to  the  flats  through  a  staircase  tower, 
commonly  called  Jacob  s  Ladder,  you  pass  through  the 
Europa  gate,  and  proceeding  southward,  reach  the  ex- 
ile landed  at  Ucbal-  iVirik  f  nihraltar),  \s  lin-l»  from  that  day 
WM  called  G^balu-l-fat;\h  (the  mountain  of  the  cntrunce,  or 
victory),  and  orden  <1  that  a  strong  fortresH  should  be  erected 
on  the  top  of  it.  He  traced  out  the  building  with  hii  own 
hands,  and  when,  after  remaining  for  two  months  thore  and 
providing  for  the  govenuneot  of  Andalns,  Abd^-kMi&nien 
returned  to  hit  African  dotniniona,  he  appointed  hia  son  AM* 
Said,  then  GoTeraor  of  Granada,  to  euperintend  the  building, 
and  report  its  progress  to  him.  One  of  thearchitecte  employed 
was  lliyi-Ya*yah,  the  geometrician.  Thia  Ya'ysh,  who  was 
an  excellent  engineer,  is  said  to  hare  conHtrocted  some  wonder^ 
ful  machines  during  his  residt-iKv  at  ( M  bal-Tarik.  and  aiiu»iij; 
others  a  larf^  wind-mill,  which  stood  uu  tho  v»tv  top  of  tho 
mountain." — Ga^  augos.    Narrative  of  Al-Mukkftri,  p.  314. 
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treme  southern  point  of  the  Rock,  on  which  is  placed 
the  light-house.  Exactly  opposite  stands  Ceuta,  dis- 
tant about  11  miles.  FoUowing  the  road  which  here 
turns  sharply  to  the  north  and  leads  along  the 
eastern  face  of  the  Rock,  a  straggling  and  dilapidated 
building  appears  on  tlie  left,  overhung  with  steep 
dark  clifib^  which  shield  this  summer  residence 
of  the  governor  from  the  burning  rays  of  the  mid- 
day sun.  From  hence  the  road  leads  on  to  va- 
rious batteries,  which  to  the  stranger  are  forbidden 
ground,  and  tenninates  at  a  spot  called  Europa 
Advance,  near  the  mouth  of  Monkeys'  cave,  where 
some  guns  are  mounted.  Further  than  this  it  is  hn- 
possible  to  pass.  The  rock  beyond  forms  a  series  of 
projecting  and  tremendous  precipices,  undermined 
with  vast  caverns,  into  which  the  sea  rolls  with  thun- 
dering peals. 

The  population  of  Gibraltar,  according  to  the  cen- 
sus of  1860,  was  2o,lld,  including  railitary,  con- 
victs, and  aUens.  The  gross  civil  population  was 
17,647,  including  foreigners  visiting  the  gairison  for 
periods  varying  from  three  days  to  one  year.  The 
total  number  of  resident  inhabitants  was  15,467. 
There  were  15,107  persons  to  the  square  mile.  The 
gross  civil  population  was  composed  of  the  following 
races;— 

British    995 

Natives    9802 

Native  Jews  1385 
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Barbaiy  Jews 


Genoese 
Portuguese 
Italians 
French 
Grermans 
Hoon 
Other  nations 


240 
1892 
782 
525 
90 

5a 

27 
9 
23* 


For  the  safety  of  the  fortress,  to  obviate  an  in- 

(liscriiiiiiiate  inilux  of  j>etipic,  and  for  the  maiute- 
nance  of  order  in  the  gairisoo,  strict  regulations 
are  in  force  respecting  the  admission  of  foreigners 
into  the  city.  Each  entrance  by  which  strangers  can 
arrive  is  saperintended  by  two  police  inspectors,  who^ 
when  a  [oreigner  asks  admission,  enter  his  iiaiac, 
nation,  and  occupation  in  a  book,  and  give  him  a  ticket 
of  entrance  valid  for  one  day  only.  With  this  ticket 
he  may  remain  wiihuiit  molestation  for  twenty-four 
boon,  but  if  he  intends  to  prolong  his  visit  he  must 
go  to  the  police  office,  where  he  obtains  what  is  termed 
a  bond.  This  bond,  which  answers,  under  a  penalty 
of  £10,  for  his  good  behavionr,  must  be  signed  by 
some  respectable  native  hoiisehuliler,  after  which  it  is 
taken  by  the  applicant  himself  to  the  police  niagis« 
trate,  who  decides  whether  a  permit  of  temporaiy  resi- 
dence shall  be  granted  or  not.    These  permits  seldom 

*  This  ivturu  it»  taken  trom  the  Census  of  IS4A, 
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exceed  a  period  of  30  days  or  two  months,  but  they 
can  be  lenewed  if  necessaiy.  If , the  applicant  fails  to 
comply  with  the  temis  on  which  the  pcruiii  was 
granted,  he  is  turned  out  of  the  garrison. 

The  average  number  of  strangers  who  ent^  the 
garrison  during  a  month  on  daily  ticket  for  the  pur- 
pose of  trading  and  bringing  supplies  is  29,700 ;  the 
majority  of  these  are  Spaniards.  The  fixed  popula- 
tion of  Gibraltar  is  of  such  a  peculiar  character  that  it 
is  absolutely  necessary  to  admit  into  this  confined  and 
crowded  town  a  considerable  number  of  foreignei-s.  The 
natives  are  for  the  most  part  idle,  dissolute,  and  phleg- 
matic ;  there  are  but  few  skilled  artisans  among  them, 
and  their  demands  for  wages  are  exorbitant.  Domestic 
service  is  almost  entirely  supplied  by  foreigners,  the 
natives  being  quite  unfitted  for  such  duties.  It 
would  he  ditiicult  to  instance  a  single  possession  un- 
der the  British  Grown  where  the  material  for  eeneral 
and  domestic  labour  is  worse  than  in  Gibraltar. 

Among  the  foreigners,  the  Portuguese,  the  Genoese, 
and  natives  of  GalUcia,  are  intelligent  and  hardworking 
people,  and  even  the  Andalusian,  when  working  in 
competition  with  the  "  native,"  is  a  useful  individual 

The  admission  of  foreign  labour  into  the  town  is 
watclied  with  a  jealous  eye  by  the  inhabitants.  }\or 
is  this  repugnance  to  competition  confined  to  the  lower 
classes ;  an  idea  appears  to  prevail  that  a  native 
birthright,  however  precarious,  carries  with  it  the  pri* 
vilege  of  protection,  and  that  free  trade,  in  any  other 
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sense  than  that  of  mouopoiumg  the  market,  is  quite 
inadmissible. 

The  Jews  form  a  large  item  iu  the  population.  It 
is  an  old  ada^o  that  trade  will  always  flourish  where 
Israelites  dwell ;  so,  hers  they  give  life  to  commerce 
and  cairy  on  extensive  transactions  with  foreign  pui  U. 
Their  industry  and  pertinacity  are  lemarkable,  and 
tiie  Gibraltar  Jew  is  by  no  means  behind  his  fellows 
in  other  quaUtics  peculiar  to  his  rucc. 

The  Moors,  so  lawless  among  their  native  wilds, 
are  here,  stranjjc  to  say,  the  most  orderly  and  obedient 
of  the  whole  population.  They  invariably  conibnu  to 
the  hws  and  regulationa,  are  always  decent  and 
respectful,  aud,  in  fact,  set  an  example  to  their  ueigh- 
boms* 

In  Gtbrahar  every  article  of  oonsnmption  is  exor* 

bitaiitly  dear  and  generally  of  inferior  (|\iaiity.  The 
scale  of  prices  is  nearly  double  that  of  Malta  and  Corfu, 
house  rent  is  ruiuou^i,  the  rate  of  wages  is  excessive,  and 
the  character  of  the  servants  laxy  and  independent,  to  a 
degree  that  an  experience  of  them  alone  can  realise. 

There  are  42  8cho(jls  in  Gibraltar,  attended  by 
d015  scholars ;  five  are  devoted  to  Protestant  pupils, 
of  whom  there  are  333.  Twenty  are  supported  by 
the  Boman  Cathohc  cuumiuuity,  aud  educate  1G60 

^  If  ihmd  fcfw  obaervstioos  opoii  the  diancterktics  of  tbe 
popnkdon  appetr  meagre  and  snpsTfidil,  it  mast  be  vsmem- 
bered  that  obvious  roMoni  prevent  the  author  from  entering 
more  into  detuL 
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children.  Two,  belonging  to  the  Wesleyans,  are  at- 
tended by  178  scholars,  and  the  Hebrews  have  three 
schools  for  173  children.  Besides  these  there  are  10 
pnvatc  sciiools,  where  no  particular  religious  doctrine 
is  inccdcated.  It  is  satisfactoiy  to  xemaik  that  educa- 
tion is  progressing,  the  total  number  of  scholars  hav  ing 
considerably  increased  of  late  years. 

The  peculiar  formation  of  Gibraltar,  its  steep  and 
rocky  slopes,  its  dry  and  unfruitful  soil,  and  the  very 
narrow  limits  adapted  to  cultivation,*  preclude  the 
possibihty  of  producing  supplies  of  any  kind  sufticient 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  inhabitants.  The  popula* 
tion  is  therefore  entirdy  dependent  upon  imported 
produce,  and  in  consequence  the  price  of  provisions 
varies  very  considerably,  according  to  the  time  of 
year,  the  state  of  the  weather,  and  the  condition  of  the 
country  from  which  the  principal  supplies  are  brought. 

At  the  north-western  extremity  of  the  town  is 
situated  a  commodious  market,  open  to  natives  and 
foreigners  alike,  and  where  every  encouragement  is 
given  to  importers.  Here  may  be  seen  dealers  of  every 
class  aud  clime.  The  Spaniard  in  his  quaint  costume, 
the  Moor,  sleepy  and  abstracted,  wrapped  in  his 
burnous,  and  scowling  on  the  infidel,  whasc  money  he 
grasps  with  greed.  The  Jew,  from  Barbaiy,  from 
Algiers,  or  Spain  bargaining  with  frantic  gesticnla* 

*  The  total  number  of  acres  applicable  to  cnltiTation,  and 

now  occupied  as  garden  groaud,  glacis  bearing  grass,  public 
walki»,  etc.,  is  79. 
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tioiiB  for  the  value  of  a  fiurthing,  and  the  wily  native, 

w  ho  secretly  curses  the  free  trade  that  robs  him  of 
the  enonnoos  profits  which  monopoly  would  enable 


The  supply  of  meat  throughout  the  year  is  gener« 
ally  sufficient,  though  in  summer  it  is  of  inferior 

quality.  Beef  is  brought  from  Andalusia,  Galhcia, 
and  Barbery.  From  southern  Spain  and  Gallicia  the 
bullocks  are  transported  alive  and  slaughtered  as 
required,  but  tiie  fiscal  laws  of  Morocco  prohibit  the 
exportation  of  live  cattle,*  and  the  meat,  rudely 
cut  into  (juartcrs  by  iMooi•i^h  butchrrs,  is  conveyed  in 
feluccas  from  Tangier.  In  the  summer  months 
Gibraltar  is  almost  entirely  dependent  upon  Barbary 
for  the  supphes  of  beef;  and  uotwithstanding  the 
disgusting  mode  in  which  the  animals  are  slaughtered, 
and  the  passage  across  the  Straits  in  closely-packed 
boats,  the  meat  is  tolerably  good  and  cheap,  f 

•  A  special  contract  exi-i  -  with  the  M.  or.Mi  I  n >vertifnent, 
which  permits  a  certain  number  of  liv#'  ralilc  to  be  exported 
from  Tangier  annually  for  the  use  of  the  troops  at  Gibraltar, 

t  The  following  is  a  return  of  the  number  of  cattle  Blau:;h- 
tered  in  Gibraltar  from  Feb.  Ist,  18G0,  to  January  Slst,  1861. 

BoUocka,  1275.    Cow*,  25a.    Calfei,  Si.    Sheep,  0741* 


him  to  acquire  in  idleness. 


LHnbi»827.  Tottia077. 


Winter. 


Beef 
Mutton 


4. 

H  pvlb. 


7  per  lb. 


Veel 


4 

6 
4 


61 

8 
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« 

The  beef  from  sonthem  Spain  is  poor,  and  much 

inferior  to  what  is  brought  from  Morocco,  but  the 
Gallicia  bullocks  are  as  fine  as  the  generality  of  beasts 
in  Ensriand.  They  are  imported  in  London  steamers, 
which  call  at  Corunna  during  the  winter. 

Great  quantities  of  poultiy  are  brought  from  the 
Morocco  ports ;  they  are  conveyed  in  long  cylindrical 
baskets  of  cane-work  open  at  both  ends,  but  secured 
by  cord  nettings.  Each  basket  wiD  contain  nearly 
two  dozen  live  fowls. 

The  number  and  variety  of  fish  which  were  at 
one  time  caught  in  the  neighbouring  waters  have 
n  iuK  red  the  market  famous,  but  the  supply  has 
diminished  during  late  years.  Still  many  strange 
inhabitants  of  the  deep  may  be  seen  flapping  their 
uncouth  flanks  on  the  salesmen  s  stalls,  side  by  side 
with  others  of  delicate  beauty.  The  tunny,  once  so 
celebrated  as  the  source  of  immense  wealth  to  the 
coast  proprietors,  and  as  an  article  of  food  for  the 
lower  classes,  is  now  scarce,  and  is  caught  only  in 
small  numbers.  Soles,  turbot,  John  Dorees,  mackerel. 
Sardine,  muUets  of  both  classes,  gurnard,  anchovy, 
itiul  binuto,  arc  still  plentifid.  But  with  the  excepliuu 
of  the  John  Dorees  and  turbot,  the  fish  lack  flavour 
and  firmness,  and  cannot  be  compared  to  what  are 
caught  in  more  northern  seas. 

Though  the  tunny  fisheries,  as  a  source  of  wealth 
and  food,  liavc  long  been  extinct,  some  particulars  of 
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their  former  magnitude  and  importance  may  be  not 
uninteresting.  Fonnerly  the  fish  abounded  in  the 
neighbouring  waters,  which  were  carefully  preserved, 
and  rented  at  enormous  prices. 

The  right  of  fishing  along  the  coasts  around 
Gibraltar  belonged  exclusively,  in  1558,  when  the 
tunny  were  miraculously  numerous,  to  the  Duke  of 
Medina  Sidonia,  whose  descendants  for  many  years 
subsequently  retained  the  privilege.  It  is  related 
that  in  the  year  1558,  110»152  fish  were  taken, 
which  yielded  a  revenue  of  80,000  ducats,  and  as  the 
average  take  of  fish  was  over  100,000  annually,  it  is 
easy  to  understand  the  value  of  the  property. 

The  tunny  caught  along  these  sliores  were  cele- 
brated in  ancient  times  in  Rome  and  Greece,  and  the 
coins  of  Cadiz  and  Cartcia  were  connnonly  stamped 
with  an  image  of  the  fish.  Ayala,  writing  towards 
the  close  of  the  last  century,  mentions  the  rapid 
decline  of  the  fisheries,  and  refers  to  Conil,  on  the 
coast  near  Cadis,  as  the  only  spot  where  in  his  time 
the  occupation  was  extensively  carried  on. 

At  that  port  there  existed  an  establishment 
regularly  provided  with  the  necessary  apparatus,  and 
a  captam,  who  with  his  assistants  superintended  the 
department  and  directed  the  operations.   Upon  the 

watch-towers  along  the  coast  experienced  fishermen 
were  stationed  to  observe  the  approach  of  the  shoals, 
and  report  by  signal  the  direction  they  were  taking. 

30 
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The  meu  on  shore,  acting  according  to  this  inf<nrma- 
tion,  launched  their  boats,  laden  with  their  semicircular 
nets,  which,  when  the  moment  was  fovomable,  were 
cast  in  rear  of  the  tunny,  aiidrapully  hauled  in  shore, 
while  the  frightened  shoal  was  driven  into  the  meshes 
by  shouts  and  splashes. 

UutU  the  middle  of  the  last  centuiy,  no  free 
market  was  established  in  Gibraltar ;  the  garrison  was 
supplied  exclusively  by  contractors  who  were  under 
the  orders  of  the  governor.  This  system  led  to  gross 
abuses,  an  extensive  method  of  robbeiy  prevailed,  till 
at  length  the  corruption  hud  reached  to  such  a  pitch, 
that  stringent  instructions  were  issued  by  the  govern* 
ment  for  the  regulation  of  the  markets. 

A  contnbutor  to  the  Gentknians  Magazine  for 
March,  1757i  acquaints  us  that  when  he  was  at 
Gibraltar,  "the  governor  peimitted  but  one  butcher  to 
exercise  his  caUing  in  the  garrison,  and  that  in  return 
for  this  monopoly,  His  Excellency's  table  was 
furnished  with  meat  gratis,  while  the  officers  could 
not  obtain  even  a  quarter  of  mutton  without  first 
offering  its  equivalent  to  the  governor.  Nay,"  con- 
tinues the  writer,  "  if  by  great  favour  he  had  given 
leave  to  any  officer  of  the  garrison  to  keep  a  cow,  a 
goat,  or  a  sow,  he  would  then  forbid  them  to  kill 
anything  without  first  obtaining  his  permission  hr  it» 
and  threatened  to  break  an  ofRcer  and  chaplain  of  the 
garrison  for  disobedii'uce,  because  each  of  them  had 
killed  a  sucking  pig  without  lus  knowledge  or  con- 
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sent,  so  that,  tlirougii  the  avarice  or  neglect  of  the 
butcher,  mutton  has  been  so  Bcaioe  that  what  our 
servants  would  not  eat  in  England  sold  for  a  pistole 
a  quarter,  and  once  for  a  moidore ;  and  of  this  I  am 
Yery  certain,  that  before  the  happy  oommenoement  of 
a  free  niai  kct  ail  inferior  officers  snlttied  much  for 
want  of  fresh  provisions,  for  I  with  others  have  been 
12  or  14  days  without  tasting  either  beef,  veal, 
mutton,  or  lamb,  and  when  it  was  our  fortmie  to  have 
anj  from  the  butcheiy  they  were  refuse  pieces/' 

This  state  of  things  caused  so  much  dissatisfac- 
ticm  that  a  memoiial  was  presented  to  the  governor 
protesting  against  it,  but  the  complwnt  was  looked 
upon  as  a  symptom  of  mutniy,  and  treated  as  such. 
Fortunatdj,  however,  the  a&ir  became  known  in 
England,  and  new  articles  of  war  were  sent  out,  and  a 
free  market  estabhshed. 

The  second  section  of  article  eleven  provided 
that  "No  governor  or  oflBcer,  commanding  in  an)  of 
our  garrisons,  forts,  or  barracks,  shall  either  them- 
selves exact  exorbitant  prices  tor  houses  or  stalls  let 
out  to  suttlers,  or  shall  connive  at  the  like  exaction  in 
others ;  nor  by  their  own  authority  or  for  any  private 
advantages  shall  they  lay  any  duty  or  imposition 
upon,  nor  be  interested  in,  the  sale  of  such  victuals, 
liquors,  or  other  necessaries  of  life  which  are 
brought  into  the  garrison,  on  the  penalty  of  being 
discharged  from  our  service." 

This  peremptory  threat  of  dismissul  appears  to  have 

90* 
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IkkI  vltv  little  effect  upon  the  actions  of  the  officials, 
for  we  are  told  that  so  apprehensive  was  the  goverDor 
of  that  day  lest  arms  and  ammunition  shonld  be  intro- 
duccd  iuto  the  garrison  iu  the  bellies  of  live  cattle  or 
the  crops  of  fowls»  that  he  would  not  allow  either  to 
come  ashore  without  a  permit,  which  was  oftener 
refused  than  granted.'* 

His  Excellency  appears  to  have  been  especially 
careful  to  secure  the  choicest  fish,  and  with  that  view 
no  peison  was  permitted  to  purchase  any  book  the 
importers  or  fishermen  until  it  had  been  first  offered 
to  tiie  governor.  A  certain  Captain  Preston,  how- 
ever, of  Fowkes's  regiment,  being  one  day  on  the 
Land-port  guard,  and  havini.^  nothing  better  for  his 
dinner  than  pease  pottage,  seemg  a  fisherman  carrying 
a  fine  fat  turbot  into  the  garrison,  was  audacious 
enough  to  insist  upou  purciiabuig  it,  though  the  man 
protested  that  he  was  bound  first  to  offer  it  to  the 
governor.  No  sooner  did  this  act  of  mutiny  come  to 
His  Excellency  's  ears,than  Captam  Preston  was  placed 
under  arrest,  and  subsequently  tried  by  a  Court-martial. 
Whether  he  was  acquitted  or  convicted  we  are  not 
told,  but  his  defence  when  put  upon  his  trial  was  so 
quaint  that  I  have  selected  some  extracts  bam  it* 

*'  To  the  Honourable  Court. 

"  Captain  Preston  of  Powkes's. 

"  GkNTL£M£N, 

**  My  deience  is  a  sort  of  reason* 
*  I  find  he  wai  cashiered. 
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ing  which  begins  and  ends  with  the  same  sentence^ 
viz. — *  Necessity  has  no  law.' 

''Be  pleased,  gentlemen,  to  give  me  liberty  to 
make  a  short  narrative :  I  was  released  off  Land-port 
guard,  and  confined  for  peremptorily  disobeying  the 
governor's  orders:  and  by  the  orders  of  yesterday 
this  Court -martial  is  appointed  to  sit,  and  try  me  for 
forcibly  taking  a  fish  from  a  fisherman  at  JLand-port, 
and  peremptorily  refusing  the  governor's  orders, 
when  delivered  me  by  the  governor's  orderly  sergeant, 
and  afterwards  by  the  Town  Major,  who  came  to  me ; 
the  first  Avas  Serjeant  Barry  of  our  regiment,  who 
came  to  me  with  an  humble  service  to  me  from  the 
governor,  telling  me  that  some  of  their  fishermen  had 
made  a  complaint  against  me,  and  that  the  governor 
desired  to  know  what  it  was.  I  returned  the  com- 
pliment, and  told  the  sergeant  I  had  taken  a  turbot 
for  my  dinner,  having  nothing  else  but  pease  pottage. 
In  a  short  time  after,  came  Sergeant  Jones  of  the 
governor's  regiment,  with  the  like  ceremonious  com- 
pliment, and  told  me  the  governor  desired  me  to  send 
up  the  tnrbot,  but  not  ordered  me,  as  he  says  in  his 
deposition.  I  returned  the  compiimeut,  and  told  the 
sergeant,  as  I  had  done  the  former,  that  I  would  keep 
the  turbot  for  my  dinner,  liaving  nothing  else  but 
pease  pottage.  Not  long  after  came  the  Town  Major, 
who  told  me  he  was  sent  by  the  governor  to  ask  me 
if  I  refused  to  obey  his  orders,  and  whether  I  thought 
any  private  captain  had  a  right  to  be  served  before  the 
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governor?  to  which  I  made  no  o&er  reply  than  that 
I  had  nothing  bat  pease  pottage  for  my  dumer^  and 

would  keep  the  fish. 

*'Now,  gentlemen,  I  hope  I  may  have  leave  to 
answer  the  two  queries,  that  the  governor  may  know 
my  opinion :  the  first  is,  whether  I  refused  to  obey 
the  govenioT^s  orders  ?  I  protest  I  never  did  refbse  to 
obey  any  lawful  orders  he  has  given,  nor  ever  will ; 
but  all  his  orders  relating  to  fish  at  Land-port,  as  well 
as  to  the  other  pro\  isions  brought  to  the  town,  that 
I  have  seen,  are  evasive  and  Macious :  they  may  seem 
plausible  at  first  sight,  as  if  they  were  designed  for 
the  gooii  of  the  public,  but  nothing  less  than  that ; 
aa  thqr  are  purely  calculated  for  being  a  sanction  for 
rarrying  the  best  of  the  fish  and  other  provisiona  to 
the  convent,*  from  thence  to  be  disposed  of  aa  the 
{tovemor  thinks  fit,  and  are  not  sdd  in  the  public 
iuarkct  iis  they  ought  to  be,  according  to  his  own 
Oldersi  which,  he  himself  having  broken  through,  are 
void  of  course. 

•*  The  other  is,  whether  I  think  any  private  captain 
has  a  itghl  to  be  served  before  the  governor?  I  do 
not  sjw  he  has.  but  affirra  he  has  an  equal  right  to  be 
ser\ed  at  the  same  time  with  the  governor  in  a 
puUio  maiket;  and  the  king  our  master's  servaofs 
gt>  to  ni  irket  as  well  as  the  cobblers,  and  I  daresay,  if 
any  oi  them  should  presume  to  take  the  meat  out  oi 
his  mouth,  he  would  not  put  up  with  it  without  com- 

*  Hm  lesidenee  of  tiie  governor. 
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plaining  of  injustice.  Mine  is  a  parallel  case  ;  I  had 
the  turbot  for  my  dinner^  the  govemor  wanted  it,  I 

refused  to  give  it  to  him,  and  am  in  confinement  for 

jI;  «««««««« 

I  have  answered  these  two  queries,  and  if  you 

please  to  observe,  I  make  necessity  my  plea ;  it  there- 
fore behoves  me,  in  my  own  justification,  to  prove 
there  is  a  necessity,  and  show  from  whence  that  neces* 
fiity  proceeds.  The  first  is  well  known  to  you  all, 
gentlemen,  by  the  present  scarcity  and  want  of  ahoaost 
everything ;  and  the  other,  1  say,  is  fi*om  the  govem- 
or s  severity ;  for  have  not  all  his  orders  a  selfish 
view,  and  tendency  to  distress?  Has  he  not  forbid 
bringing  into  town  any  provisions,  but  in  such  as  he 
is  interested,  as  we  plainly  see?  Has  he  not  ordered 
all  bundles  and  baskets  to  be  searched  at  the  gates 
for  beef  and  mutton?  Is  it  not  with  the  greatest 
iductancy  he  suffers  any  cattle  to  be  landed  for  the 
use  of  the  poor  sick  seamen  in  the  hospital  ?  Has  he 
not  in  a  most  shameful  manner  bereaved  the  whole 
garrison  of  the  swine  they  bred  and  fed,  which  have 
always  been  our  mam  supply  in  winter,  forcibly  taking 
them  away  by  his  myrmidons  of  the  soca  (i.  e. 
butchery)  for  little  more  than  half  their  value  ?  Has 
he  not  inhumanly  whipped  a  soldier  of  the  regiment 
I  belong  to,  for  killing  a  sheep  of  his  own,  by  sen- 
tence of  an  illegal  court  created  by  lumself,  called  a 
garrison  Court-martial,  which  deprives  every  com- 
manding ofiicer  of  the  power  of  appointing  regimental 
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Courts^martial  invested  in  him  by  the  17th  aiticle  of 
war?  Would  lie  gutter  so  much  as  a  sheep  to  be 
brought  ashore  for  any  private  &inily  ?  and  did  he 
not  turn  away  a  Portuguese  boat  with  some  sheep  a 
few  days  ago,  because  he  would  not  sell  them  to  the 
butchery  at  their  own  price>  when  he  had  little  or  no 
provisions  in  the  garrison?  Does  he  suffer  any  crea- 
ture, even  so  much  as  a  goose,  to  gnoe  on  the  hill, 
which  from  the  very  beginning  has  been  in  common, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  garrison,  in  order  to  distress  us, 
and  force  us  to  buy  meat  at  the  zoca,  or  starve  ?  Has 
lie  not  lately  refused  an  offer  made  to  hun  of  con- 
stantly supplying  the  garrison  with  cattle  at  a  cheaper 
rate  than  he  has  for  some  time  past  p   •   •   *  * 

**  I  am  well  aware,  gentlemen,  from  what  has 
been  said,  it  may  be  intimated  on  this  occasion,  as 
has  been  done  on  another,  that  I  am  troubled  with  a 
spirit  of  mutiny ;  but  such  a  thought  I  utterly  detest. 
Yet  I  am  too  strongly  possessed  with  a  spirit  of  liber- 
ty to  bear  any  brunt  of  oppression,  and  tamely  suffer 
myself  to  be  enslaved  and  trampled  on  by  a  fellow* 
subject:  we  may  be  saddled  (as  the  term  is)  imd  hard 
ridden  too,  but  is  that  any  reason  we  should  be  ridden 
to  death  and  devoured  as  the  Tartars  do  their  horses? 

•*  But  uo\\\  gentlemen,  it  is  time  to  conchide.  It 
is  true  I  took  a  turbot  at  Land-port,  not  in  contempt 
of  or  contrary  to  any  lawful  order,  but  in  case  of 
necessity,  when  I  had  nothing  for  my  dinner  but 
pease  pottage :  and  I  solemnly  deckre  I  will  do  the 
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same  again,  as  often  as  I  shall  be  in  the  same  un- 
happy ciicunutanceSy  when  'neoettity  has  no  law.' 

"  Gentlemen,  what  I  have  said  in  my  defence  1  aui 
fuUy  penuaded  wiU  be  duly  considered,  and  of  ooune 
have  its  due  weight  with  yon  I  so  I  humbly  submit 
ni)sclf  to  your  mipartiai  determination." 
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CHAPTER  XXI. 


The  climate  of  the  Rock  is  popularly  considered 
to  be  pleasant  and  salubriouB,  but  the  high  rate  of 
mortality  among  the  population  suggests  either  loeal 
causes  of  disease  or  unhealthy  atmospheric  influences, 
the  situation  of  the  town  and  the  almost  total  absence 
of  sanitary  precautious  undoubtedly  tend  to  raise  the 
death  rate.* 

The  city  is  composed  of  small  and  crowded 

dwellmgs,  ill  ventilated,  badly  drained,  and  CRUnmed 
with  human  brings.  Upwards  of  15,000  persons  are 
confined  within  a  space  covering  a  square  mile. 

Although  great  facilities  exist  for  the  construc- 
tion of  a  complete  system  of  drainage^  no  comprehen- 
sive plan  has  yet  been  adopted.  I^fain  sewers  have 
been  established^  which  empty  themselves  by  means 

*  The  Publie  Health  Aet  does  not  apply  to  tlie  Colonies. 

Here  the  only  method  of  efTecting  the  remo?al  of  auisances  is 

hy  tlie  tedious  mode  of  mdictment  at  the  sessioas. 
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of  iron  pipes  at  some  distance  into  the  sea  in  various 
places  along  the  line-wall^  but  the  want  of  water  ren- 
ders thsm  oomparatnrely  uselesa  during  the  summer 
months.  In  many  houses  cesspools  or  accumulations 
of  night  soil  exist,  which,  through  the  apathy  of 
the  inhabitants  and  the  disregard  for  stench  and 
filth,  remain  untouched  for  years,  slow,  smouldering 
hot-beds  of  disease.  When  they  are  emptied,  a 
course  usually  resorted  to  in  smnmer,  when  the  fetid 
effluvium  overcomes  the  caUous  tenant,  their  contents 
are  carried  in  open  barrels  alon^  the  streets,  spreading 
their  deadly  exhalations  through  the  crowded  dwell- 
ings. Another  local  cause  of  sickness  is  the  want  of 
water,  a  want  which,  considering  the  position  of  the 
town,  might  long  ago  have  been  supplied. 

From  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  Rock  there 
are  no  springs  of  pure  fresh  water.*  To  many 
houses  tanks  are  attached,  in  which  during  the  rainy 
season  the  water  is  collected,  but  rarely  in  snfHcient 
quantities  to  last  during  the  summer  drought;  in 

*The  foUofwing  return  recently  compiled  by  the  police 
department  showB  the  state  of  the  water  supply. 

Number  of  inhabitants,  exclusive  of  ahens  on  short  permits, 


Kumber  of  houses  without  water    213 

Number  of  persons  baring  neither  well  nor  dstem  8124 

Number  of  persons  lunring  to  buy  fresh  water      .  •  5799 

AH  the  wells  give  brackish  water. 


Number  of  houses 
Number  of  cisterns 


16,303. 

959 
532 
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uiiuiv  dwellings,  mpiLriallv  aiuon^  the  ponrrr  rlasM «, 
no  iuch  coDTeoieDoe  exwU.  uid  the  poor  cftaCwn 
m  dependent  far  the  water  thej  trqvm  npem  the 
imvvKi  who  distnbutc  it  thmugb  the  nty  m  -~'f 
btfith  eeiried  on  donkeys  or  mulet.   borioit  tome 

M':iMHi9,  Riirh,  for  example,  tm  the  Miiiinier  f*f 

the  titffieriiigs  of  Ibe  poor  are  ttrj  gnu  fur  want  <d 

this  necetnary  of  life.    During  that  •ununer^  mhm 

germttlj  prevalent*  and  choieim  waa  strikiaic  down  ila 

hel|)l«*ss  virtiiiis.  wat<T  l>«'ninic  j«o  %czTrt\  ami  to 
confidrnbly  in  price*  that  the  poorer  rhwaca  wrre  in 
\   numerooa  inatanoes  redoced  fcrdava  to  a  otHMilitr 

waah  awaj  their  nncieanneat.    Fren  a  ealmklM 

lately  made,  it  t^-i  im  that  nearly  i:i<NXl  m  annnaOy 
eipeiided  by  the  poblk  of  (iibniur  on  water  aknr. 
whtk  Cor  half  that  ium  an  eIRrimt  fataWMhawl 
might  U  naintu.iuil,  uiiuh  Huukl  iiupply  t}>r  nr* 
motrat  dmlhrta  of  the  riCy.  This  aupply  wonhi  be  ap> 
pUmhIe  to  domr«itif*  wmntu  only,  the  irnauprr*  at  firnh 
watrr  bring  ai  Uii  way  •«titSk*»rnt  tn  prrmil  of  lU  bring 
'  nurd  an  an  agrnt  ftir  flimhing  the  dnina  and  fewm. 

thi^  |mr|MiM.'  \ic  luive  %ik«t  inrj»;.-  u  iiAiul^asul 
mdily  available ;  aa  lalt  water,  which  al  a  amaD  et* 
|ifnie  ciiuld  he  eonvryrd  alme  the  town,  it  m  wtl 
aduptrd  fiiT  that  ^^^)vi'i  (ui  fn*;ih.  Tbt*  pccuUar  ium* 
aliim  of  the  imaUer  dwrUing*  i«  another  rmy  In 
be;ilth «   iIh-m*  buiut-ft  emuut  uf  •<^iiair  or  ubk<2g 
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buildings,  enclosing  a  confined  and  ill-veutiiated  court- 
yard or  patio,  into  which  the  windows  open.  Each 
floor  is  cunibciecl  with  a  balcony,  and  is  often  occu- 
pied by  many  families.  In  these  yards  clothes  are 
constantly  hung  out  to  dry,  thus  further  impeding 
veutilatioQ.  All  kinds  of  filth  accumulate,  while  the 
drain,  if  such  a  luxury  exist,  is  rareiy  trapped  or 
kept  in  order. 

House  rent  is  excessively  high,  and  the  poorer 
labouring  classes  are  compelled  to  occupy  dwellings 
which  arc  more  fitted  for  animals  than  human  bc-i 
ings.* 

Most  of  the  patios  are  crowded  with  lumber, 
water-butts,  casks,  and  even  auuuals ;  whole  kennels 
of  dogs  and  even  mules  and  asses  are  sometimes  kept 
in  these  yards.  Such  are  some  of  the  local  causes  of 
sickness,  and  it  remains  a  question  for  inquiiy,  how 
far  those  causes  may  be  considered  to  account  for  a 
high  and  increasing  rate  of  mortality,  apart  from  any 
atmospheric  influences  ? 

^  An  obienrant  medical  man  (Dr  Heimeii,  P.B.8.E.) 
writbg  on  Gibraltar  in  1826,  oaya : — 

"The  ground  for  building  is  very  dear  and  liouae  rent 

ezcessiye  So  long  as  ground  vent  is  high,  landlorda 

will  make  the  moit  of  the  space  they  possess,  and  wlieu  ava- 
rice is  in  full  operation  upon  poverty,  the  wretched  tenants 
Ns  ill  (■r(l^vd  tugether  into  small,  dark,  and  ill-ventilated  cellars, 
and  cornei*^  of  a  similar  character,  which,  so  far  from  giving 
them  accommodation,  scarcely  alTurd  space  for  them  to  lie 

down  The  open  street  ia  much  more  desirable  than 

many  of  the  lodgings  of  the  lower  ordera  of  Gibraltar.*' 
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The  climate  of  Gibraltar  may  be  termed  tem^ 
peiate  throughout  the  year.  Erom  a  corrected  aver* 
age  it  appears  that  the  mean  temperature  is  64' 5^ 
the  maximum  generally  occurring  in  July,  the  mini* 
mum  in  February.  The  average  M  of  rain,  fioia 
calculations  extending  over  22  years,  is  34  5S  inches  ; 
the  amaUest  amount  collected  being  15*91  in  1841-42 ; 
the  largest,  8070  inches,  in  1855-6.  Neither  of 
these  years  was  marked  by  any  peculiar  variation  in 
the  annual  mortality. 

In  11  years  the  ^t  rains  fell  in  October;  in 
five  years  in  September;  in  five  years  in  Novem« 
ber,  and  in  one  year  (1841-2)  as  hte  as  the  20th 
December. 

Quoting  the  meteorological  observations  for  1859, 

1860  (an  average  yeiuj,  it  appears  that  the  mvaii 
temperature  was  64*9%  the  mean  daily  range  ld'S\ 
The  maximum  was  92*20**  on  the  17tfa  July,  and  the 
miuimuin  32*6°  on  the  lath  February.  The  maxi- 
mum of  humidity  was  *979^  on  the  SOth  September, 
the  minimum  '446*  on  the  81  st  August,  giving  an 
extreme  range  of  *553^  Kmi  iell  on  92  days,  total 
quantity  84*874  inches.  During  six  montfaa  only  1  *237 
inches  of  rain  were  collected.  During  this  year 
cholera  and  small-pox  were  prevalent. 

The  prevaSing  winds  are  west  and  east ;  or 
variations  of  those  quarters.  The  wmd  seldom  blows 
due  north  or  south.  From  observations  extending 
over  ten  years  it  seems  that  the  wind  is  easterly,  or 
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variations  of  east,  on  177  days,  and  westerly,  or 
variations  of  west,  188  days  in  the  year.  The  easterly 
winds  are  most  prevalent  in  the  summer  months. 
The  westerly  in  the  winter. 

The  influence  of  the  wind  upon  the  health  of  the 
people  is  a  much- vexed  question  not  easily  determined. 
Some  medical  men  affinn  that  apievalence  of  easterly 
breezes  is  an  antidote  to  sickness,  while  others  declare 
that  a  Levanter  causes  a  most  unwholesome  atmosphere. 
This  wind  which  generally  blowa  during  the  summer 
months,  when  thorough  ventilation  and  fresh  air  are 
most  required,  is  usually  accompanied  by  a  dense^ 
lowering  mass  of  doud,  which  hangs  over  the  Bock 
and  precipitates  a  clammy  and  unpleasant  moisture. 

To  understand  the  effects  of  this  wind  upon  the 
constitution,  it  is  necessary  to  experience  the  distress- 
ing and  insufferable  feeling  it  creates.  Its  pre- 
sence is  quickly  recognized.  Dull,  aching  pains 
creep  through  the  bones,  the  tongue  is  parched  and 
diy,  while  the  atmosphere  is  saturated  with  a  sticky 
dampness  ;  aiJ{)L'titc  vanishes,  energy  leaves  you,  and 
an  oppressive  languor  paralyzes  both  mind  and  body. 
And  it  is  not  man  alone  who  suffers ;  animals  move 
about  uneasily,  beasts  of  biu-den  weary  under  their 
loads,  dogs  hide  themselves,  birds  cease  their  song, 
even  the  plants  and  flowers  wither  under  the  influence 
of  the  distressing  Levanter. 

While  the  wind  is  from  this  quarter  meat  will  not 
keep  a  day,  persons  suffering  from  sickness  relapse^ 
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and  wounds  or  sores  refuse  to  heal.  It  is  certainlv 
remarkable  if  these  symptoms  are  evidence  of  a 
healthy  atmosphere. 

During  the  yellow  fever  years,  1813,  1 814,  the 
east  wind  prevailed  for  seven  months  oat  of  twelve.* 

The  westerly  breeses  blow  pnre  and  fresh  from 
the  Atlantic,  the  air  is  cool  and  exhilarating,  and  both 
body  and  mind  are  invigorated.  When,  after  a  de- 
pressing Levanter,  the  wind  suddenly  changes,  the 
sensation  is  one  of  inexpressible  relief  and  pleasure. 

The  general  character  of  the  climate  is  agreeable 
during  seven  months  of  the  year,  viz.  from  November 
until  May;  the  remaimng  five  months  are  oppress- 
ively hot,  the  air  is  insufferably  sultiy,  and  the  east 
wind  prevaiis.t 

•  "Eight  montiis  in  the  year  m  dullgared  with  Hie 
Leranten  that  blow  in  whirlwinds  round  the  hill,  obwure  iAm 

sky  with  mists  Mid  clouds,  and  render  the  atmosphere  heavy 
and  xmsupportable ;  thev  cause  such  a  dampnesa  that  all  the 
furniture  mildews  and  rots,  steel  and  iron  utensils  runt,  bo 
they  covered  ever  so  close,  and  do  provigious  will  keep  a  day.** 
— Carter's  Journey  from  Gibraitar  to  Malaga,  1777. 

Ayala,  History  of  Gibraltar  (1780),  says  that  the  east  wind 
IB  the  tyrant  of  the  Straits,  the  west  wind  their  liberator. 

Dr  QuAETier  mentions  that  after  the  battle  of  Algiers  in 
1816,  the  wounded  who  were  brought  to  Gibraltar  did  well, 
until  an  east  wind  set  in,  when  the  symptoms  became  so  bad 
that  the  men  had  to  be  hastily  removed.  Dr  Hemien,  too, 
remarks  that,  "When  the  easterly  wind  blows,  the  sewers 
throughout  the  town  emit  the  most  offisnsive  odours.** 

t  Speaking  of  the  climate  of  Gibraltar,  an  eminent  phy- 
sician says : — 

»    **  From  the  middle  of  November  to  March,  the  climate 
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The  natives,  or,  as  they  are  usually  termed,  the 
Scarpioiu/'  seem  to  undergo  very  litUe  inconveni- 
ence from  the  baking  heat  oi  the  dog-days,  but  lo 
those  who  labour  under  the  misfortune  of  having  been 
bom  elsewhere,  a  residence  during  the  summer  months 
cons u lutes  a  resemblance  to  purgatory,  far  too  sug- 
gestive to  be  pleasant. 

On  several  occasions  Gibraltar  has  been  visited  bv 
very  fatal  epidemics  of  the  fever  type.  The  historian 
Ayak  refers  to  a  virulent  disease  that  broke  out  in 
the  garrison  in  1C49,  and  carried  off  great  numbers 
of  the  inhabitants.  In  1727,  it  is  recorded  that  500 
men  of  the  troops  died  of  a  fever,  but  the  character 
of  the  disease  is  not  mentioned.  Again,  in  1798,  a 
great  mortality  occurred  in  the  48th  regiment,  from  a 
disorder  which  the  ukiIk  al  men  declared  was  pre- 
cisely the  same  as  yellow  fever. 

In  1800,  the  deaths  from  fever  in  the  garrison 
were  257,  the  average  annual  mortality  among  tiic 
military  being  only  38.  These  unhealthy  symptoms 
were  followed  in  1804  by  the  outbreak  of  a  terrible 

differ*  in  nothing  essential  from  that  of  England.  June,  Jtdy, 
August,  and  September,  are  oonatantlj  hot,  the  two  last  aid- 
tiy;  and  in  theae  montha  the  ganiaon  and  inhabitanta  are 
subject  to  bilioua  and  putrid  diaoidera,  but  new  eomera  aeldom 
«acape,  and  have  tiiem  in  a  riolent  degree.  In  October  and 
Norember  are  the  antunmal  raana,  and  fluxes  and  inflammfttorj 
complaintg  then  take  place.  December  and  .January  are  i't>ni- 
monly  dry,  February  and  March  continue  cold.  Aprii  and 
Maj'  are  temperate  and  pleasant.** 
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pestilence,  which  in  a  few  weeks  swept  off  57^3  per- 
sons out  of  a  population  of  only  15,000.  Sulhcieut  ia 
known  of  the  symptoms  and  chamcter  of  this  diaeaae 
to  leave  no  doubt  of  its  iiavuig  been  the  yellow  fever 
of  the  West  Indies. 

In  1810,  23  dfatinct  sporadic  eases  occmred,  and 
three  years  later  b99  persons  died  of  the  same 
disease. 

In  August,  1,  it  again  broke  out  and  carried 
off  246  individuals,  and  again  in  August,  1828,  it 
re-appeaied  and  caused  1677  deaths.  The  frequent 
and  fatal  recurrence  of  this  fever  iu  a  clmiate  not 
remarkably  unhealthy,  attracted  the  attention  of  the 
authorities,  and  a  commission  of  inquiry  was  estab* 
lished  to  dctcrmiue  wiiether  the  disease  was  imported, 
or  had  its  origin  in  local  causes.  An  immense  mass 
of  evidence  was  laid  before  this  board,  but  the  Presi- 
dent and  members  disagreed,  and  no  conclusion  was 
anrived  at.  There  is  no  doubt  however  that  the  fever 
originated  in  Gibraltar.  Previous  to  1S04  there  had 
been  symptoms  of  a  tendency  to  yellow  fever  on  the 

Rock  during  the  summer  months,  and  one  distin- 
guished medical  man  who,  in  179b,  had  examined 
several  cases,  unequivocally  pronounced  the  disease  to 
be  the  fever  of  the  West  Indies.  Again,  the  recur- 
rence of  sporadic  cases  is  an  argument  against  inqKst- 
ation;  and,  indeed,  Gibraltar  must  be  accounted 
most  singularly  uniortunate,  if  this  pestilence  was 
accidentally  imported  on  six  different  occasians  dur* 
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ing  30  years.  The  fact  is,  that  there  existed  exciting 
causes  within  the  city,  nnmerouB  enough,  and  of  a 

charucter  to  orif^iiiat(;  inaligiumt  fevers,  and  even  in 
the  present  day  nuiny  of  these  causes  have  not  been 
Temoved. 

The  ventilation  of  the  town  was  essentially  bad, 
the  dtains  were  ill  constructed,  and  in  no  instance 
trapped,  and  almost  every  house  had  a  s:aping  cess- 
pool beneath  it.  Duhng  the  summer,  masses  of 
aocumukted  filth  were  pent  np  in  the  sewers,  and 
horribly  oflensive  odours  rose  from  the  open  gratings. 
Added  to  this,  there  was  never  any  regular  and  suffi- 
cient supply  of  water.  Investigations  which  were 
made  mto  the  course  of  the  disease  in  1S28,  proved 
that  the  fever  first  broke  oat  in  a  district  notoriously 
filthy.  In  further  j)rouf  of  the  pestilential  state  of 
the  atmosphere  duhng  these  epidemics,  it  is  mentioned 
by  an  eminent  physician  that  a  great  mortality  pre- 
vailed at  the  same  time  among  aniiuais. 

Daring  the  commission  of  inquiry  into  the  causes 
of  this  visitation  of  yellow  fever,  the  civil  authorities 
made  every  efiiojrt  to  prove  that  the  disease  was  im- 
ported and  not  endemic.  It  was  felt  that  the  pros- 
perity of  the  community  would  be  injured  if  it  should 
be  proved  that  the  fever  originated  in  the  city.  A 
predeterminaticm  dieted  that  no  such  &tal  theoiy 
could  be  admitted* 

The  mihtary  medical  men,  many  of  whom  had 
considerable  experience  of  the  disease,  were  exempt 
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from  this  pi  L'jiidiced  feeling,  and  submitted  it  as  their 
unanimous  opinion  that  the  lever  originated  from 
local  causes.  Dr  (Sir  William)  Burnett,  who  proved 
himseli  an  authority  upon  the  subject  of  infectious 
fevers,  completely  disposed  of  the  importation  theoiy* 
and  effectually  disproved  the  allegations  of  Sir  W. 
Pym,  the  president  of  the  board  of  inquiiy.  He 
showed  veiy  clearly  that  on  the  occasion  of  the  out- 
break in  1810,  there  was  not  one  tittle  of  evidence 
even  to  suggest  the  idea  of  importation,  while,  on  the 
contrary,  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  garrison  was 
sufficient  to  account  for  the  prevalence  of  malignant 
feven. 

Tlie  drains  in  the  lower  part  of  the  town  had  but 
httie  decUvity,  and  became  choked  with  the  soil  and 
filth  from  the  upper  part.  The  whole  surface  of  the 
drains  was  covered  with  night  soil,  which  the  small 
supply  of  watar  could  not  cany  off,  and  the  offensive 
effluvia  were  disseminated  through  the  whole  town. 

It  was  incontestable  that  the  drains  emitted  the 
most  foul  exhalations,  and  a  board  of  medical  (mili* 
tary)  officers,  presided  over  by  the  Commanding  Royal 
Engineer,  reported  that  these  exhalations  were  such  as 
not  only  to  pervade  most  houses,  but  universally  to 
corrupt  the  atmosphere.  With  such  pievailiog  local 
causes  of  sickness  it  was  scarcely  necessaiy  to  seek 
for  the  origin  of  this  fever  through  ficur-fetchcd 
theories.* 

•  "  In  every  ciime,"  says  ilumboldt,  "meu  iaucy  to  derive 
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Meteorological  variations  appear  to  have  exer- 
cised no  influenoe  over  the  origin  of  these  diseases ; 
cliiiiiig  saiuiiiers  of  the  greatest  heat  no  fever  broke 
out,  and  those  years  were  equally  healthy  during 
which  an  excessive  or  inconsiderable  quantity  of  lain 
feU. 

Considering  the  neglect  of  sanitary  precautions  in 

Gibraltar  at  the  present  time,  it  will  be  fortunate  if 
the  town  continues  to  escape  another  visitation  of 
malignant  fever.f 

The  mortality  among  the  populatimi  still  continues 
fiur  above  the  healthy  standard*  and  it  iductuates  in  a  very 
remarkable  degree.  It  is  especially  observable  that 
although  the  population  has  been  gradually  decreas- 
ing since  1840,  the  death  rate  has  been  gradually 
increfising,  Tn  the  first  ten  years,  1840  to  1850,  the 
average  annual  mortality  was  40i'5»  while  in  the  sue- 

conf«oUtion  in  the  idea  that  a  dise.iw  \<*  rojmitleri'd 

IH'stilential  has  bwn  brtm^ht  fnun  abn>uil  Hm-  I  rlit'l  tialtcra 
the  national  pride.  To  inhabit  a  country  which  produces 
epidemics  might  be  deemed  a  humiijatiag  drcttinstaiioe,  and  it 
is  more  satisfactory  to  imagine  the  disease  is  a  foreign  one,  and 
that  its  bn^akini::  out  hae  been  merely  the  effect  of  an  aoddent^ 
agsiost  which  it  will  be  eeey  to  guard  in  another  inatanoe. . .  • 

 IVom  this  hae  ariaea  that  remarkable  frcflity  with  whidi 

the  doctrine  of  importation  has  been  eagerij  leeeiTed  hj  all 
daaeei*'* 

^  1%6  late  Br  Baly,  who  viaited  GKbraltar  in  an  offidal 
capacity  in  1854,  attributed  the  bigli  rate  of  mortalitr  to 

defective  dra.iiia*^c,  llie  Hani  of  water,  and  the  picialfna'  of  the 
rajst  wind.  He  affirmed  that  the  sliite  of  the  town  wim  such 
as  to  render  it  liable  to  an  epidamic  at  any  time. 
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ceedinp^  ten  years  it  rose  to  484*6,  being  an  increase  of 
83  in  the  annual  average  in  ten  years;  though  the  censoa 
of  1861  shows  a  decrease  of  861  in  the  total  population 
since  1840.  To  what  causes  must  this  rapid  increase 
in  mortahty  be  ascribed? 

The  statistics  of  1859-60  exhibited  a  mortality  at 
the  rate  of  27  per  1000,  and  m  1  ^60-61  of  32  5  per 
1000,  an  average  scarcely  equalled  in  the  most  ini« 
healthy  years,  in  the  most  pestilential  fever  haunts  of 
the  dirtiest  cities  in  Great  Britain. 

In  some  years  the  number  of  deaths  has  exceeded 
the  births.  The  most  prevalent  diseases  are  con- 
sumptioD,  aflfections  of  the  pulmonary  oigans^  and 
fevers.  Out  of  548  deaths  in  1 860,  140  occurred 
from  consumption,  pneumonia,  and  diseases  of  tho 
respiratory  organs.* 

The  mortality  among  children  is  remarkable.  Out 
of  543  deaths  in  1860,  213  were  children  under  ten 
years  of  age ;  and  out  of  566  children  horn  in  1857, 
180^  died  before  reaching  three  years.  Still-bom 
births  are  frequent 

Several  meteorological  causes  have  been  suggested 
as  possibly  having  some  effect  upon  the  health  of 

•  The  mngt  imuial  mortality  par  1000  among  the  fix«d 
popalafcioii,  taken  from  a  calcnlataon  extending  over  10  jcsn,  is 
27*26.  On  two  oceattoas  during  thoee  10  yeue  the  morttli^ 
eteeeded  82  per  1000.  The  avenge  morMtj  «f  London 
during  the  nme  10  yeen  was  24*12  per  anniim. 

By  the  oensns  of  1844,  the  total  fixed  population  was 
lo,82a.    li)  the  census  of  1861,  it  had  decreased  to  15,462. 
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Gibraltar;  it  is  affirmed  that  heavy  showers  which, 
falling  early  in  the  autumn,  are  not  followed  by 
the  steady  rains,  stir  up  stagnant  tilth  in  the  draius 
without  removing  it,  and  thus  give  rise  to  sickness ; 
again,  the  late  fall  of  the  periodical  rains,  or  when  the 
quantity  is  below  or  above  the  average,  is  put  forw  ard 
as  a  source  of  disease,  and  excessive  heat  is  said  to 
have  an  inllucncc  upon  the  rate  of  mortality.  But 
statistics  show  the  fallacy  of  these  suggestions.  Some 
of  the  mc^t  healthy  seasons  have  been  those  during 
which  the  thermometer  has  been  iugiicst. 

During  the  yellow  fever  epidemics,  the  smnmers 
were  remarkably  cool,  and  it  is  recorded  that  in  1752, 
when  the  heat  was  so  excessive  that  the  inhabitants 
during  the  night  fancied  their  houses  were  on  fire, 
and  birds  forsook  their  nests,  no  epidemic  took 
place. 

Neither  does  the  rainfall  appear  to  exercise  any 
influence  over  the  sanitaiy  state  of  the  place.  In  the 
year  1841-42  only  15  inches  of  rain  feD,  and  the 
mortality  was  not  visibly  afiicted.  In  1855-56,  80 
inches  fell,  and  the  death  rate  was  less  than  in  the 
preceding  or  following  years. 

But  the  facts  remam  that  the  present  mortality  is 
above  a  healthy  average,  and  that  the  death  rate  has 
increased  with  a  decitasiug  population.* 

*  Speaking  of  the  clinuite  of  GKbndtar,  Dr  Eeliart  nyi : 

"The  rliiuato  of  Gibraltar  had  been  represented  to  me  as 
e(|ual  to  auj^  in  the  south  of  Europe,  but  great  waj»  disap- 
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pointment  not  to  find  it  what  I  expected.  QHie  heat  of  •amiMr 
is  move  oppreMiTe  than 

would  indicate,  owing  prindpally  to  the  want  of  a  fiee  dreul*- 
tion  of  air,  which  is  prevented  by  the  height  and  conflguiatioii 
of  the  Bock;  moat  of  the  winds  blowing  onlj  in  certain 
quarters  of  the  Boeh,  and  often  when  the  wind  is  raging 
tempestuouflly  on  the  eastern  side  there  is  scarcely  a  breath  of 
wind  m  the  town  of  Gibraltar.  .  .  .  The  summer  nights 
retain  nearly  all  the  heat  of  the  day,  there  not  being  sufficient 
time  for  the  lioek  to  become  cool  before  the  sun  rit^es  again. 
The  reflected  heat  from  the  rocky  yurfaces  of  Gibraltar  is  of 
itselt'  a  great  source  of  suiiermg  to  the  mhabitant»,** 
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Tu  fortificatioiiB  of  Gibraltar  are  among  the 

most  femons  in  the  world.  Since  the  days  when  the 
Moon  tot  established  themselves  upon  this  rugged 
lock,  and  Jiade  it  the  thxeahold  over  which  the  great 
Aliican  liiviLsum  passed  into  Spain,  till  the  prcnent 
time,  its  defences,  natural  and  artificial,  have  been 
oonsidered  the  roost  formidable  in  the  universe. 

In  the  times  when  the  bow  and  arrow,  the  batter- 
ing-ram, and  the  catapult  were  the  most  destructive 
engines  of  war  that  man's  iiigtiiuiiy  coulci  invent,  it^s 
walls  and  heights  withstood  successfully  the  des* 
perate  onslaughts  of  barbarian  hordes,  and  treacheiy 
alone  opened  its  gates.  lu  later  days,  when  war  had 
become  a  science,  and  artilleiy,  with  its  still  unknown 
power,  had  tlimst  aside  the  nide  inventions  of  our 
forctathers,  and  established  a  new  system  in  the  art 
of  strategy,  this  impregnable  Rock  mocked  the  united 
efforts  of  two  great  nations  to  subdue  it,  though  every 
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hostile  resource  that  the  skill  of  the  besiegers  could 
devise  was  employed  against  it 

The  value  of  the  Rock  to  England,  a  value  which, 
since  the  introduction  of  steam  into  the  navies  of  the 
woild,  and  the  necessity  of  protected  coaling  stations, 
is  doubly  important,  has  induced  the  Goveminent  to 
maintain  the  defences  in  such  a  state  ci  formidable 
perfection  as  to  render  the  fortress  impregnable  and 
attack  futile. 

Within  the  last  few  years  especially  a  vast  amomit 
of  labour  and  expense  have  been  lavished  upon  the 
works,  and  the  fortifications  have  attained  a  strength 
capable  of  resisting  the  most  arduous  siege. 

Precautionary  prohibitions  forbid  that  the  fortifi- 
catiOQS  should  be  described  in  this  work.  Though 
Lord  Chatham  *  likened  the  studied  secret  policy  of 
the  engineers  to  the  timorous  ostrich  which,  hiding 
from  his  enemy,  thrasts  hts  head  into  the  sand  and 
fancies  that  the  rest  of  his  body  is  invisible,  there  can 
be  little  doubt  that  it  is  unadvisable  to  enter  into  a 
minute  description  of  this  celebrated  fortified  posi- 
tion.  I  may  remark,  however,  that  the  deiences  of 
Gibraltar  are  not  constructed  upon  any  particular 
system.  Advantage  has  been  taken  of  a  naturaiiy 
strong  position,  and  of  the  peculiar  features  of  an 
almost  inaccessible  rock. 

The  fortitications  may  be  classed  under  three 
different  heads,  first,  a  sea  wall  with  its  system  of 

*  Governor  in  1820. 
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curtains,  flaoks,  aud  bftstions,  extending  «i  broken 
intenrab  round  the  weiteni  base  of  the  Bock,  and 
covering  every  accessible  spot  from  the  north-western 
angle  of  the  town  to  the  aoathenunoit  point  at 

Europa. 

Secondly,  the  retired  batteries,  armed  with  the 
heaviert  ordnance,  aitoated  in  obmue  bat  eommand- 
ing  positions,  with  (iiliiciilty  discernible  irom  the  sea, 
and  oomparatively  safe  from  the  fire  of  shipping. 
The  most  formidable  of  these  are  Jones's  battery 
under  the  Moorish  Castle,  Gardners  above  the 
Alameda  on  the  Upper  Road*  and  the  Cifil  Hospital 

Battery  over  the  town. 

Tiiirdly,  the  excavated  gailehea,  blasted  and 
hewn  out  of  the  solid  rock  on  the  northern  and 
nortii-westem  faces  of  the  mountain  ;  the  heavy 
ordnanoe  in  these  celebrated  galleries  oonmumds,  at 
an  elevation  of  600  feet,  the  north  front,  neuttil 
ground,  and  part  of  the  Bay. 

BTery  spot  upon  the  Rock  from  whence  a  gun 
could  be  brought  to  bear  with  advantage  upon  an 
enemy  is  occiq^ed  by  cannon.  Wandering  through 
the  geranium-hedged  paths  on  the  hill  side,  or  chm- 
bering  up  the  rugged  clilik  to  the  eastward,  one 
stumbles  unexpectedly  upon  a  gun  of  the  heaviest 
metal  lodged  in  a  secluiltil  nook,  with  its  ainuiuialion, 
round  shot,  canister  and  case  pUed  around  it^  ready  at 
an  instant 

The  ^ubs  and  Eowers  that  grow  on  the  cultivated 
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places,  and  are  preserved  from  injury  with  so  much 
solicitude,  are  often  but  the  masks  of  guns  which  he 
crouched  beneath,  concealed  within  the  leaves  ready 
for  the  port  fire  l.\erywhere,  all  stands  ready  for 
attack.  Huge  piles  ol  shot  and  shell  built  up  with 
many  thousand  rounds  are  crowded  into  convenient 
spaces  screened  from  an  enemy's  fire,  long  rows  of 
spare  guns  are  extended  under  the  shelter  of  impene- 
trable walls,  and  sentries  posted  at  every  turn 
narrowly  watch  the  movements  of  every  passer  by. 

After  midnight,  military  patrols  occupy  the  streets, 
DO  Civilians  can  move  out  without  a  pass,  and  the 
silence  is  broken  only  by  the  doleful  "  All  s  well/'  as 
the  cry  is  passed  from  post  to  post,  from  bastion  to 
bastion. 

It  may  be  said  that  in  this  great  fortress  every 

other  interest  is  sacrificed  to  its  military  iuiportance. 
Even  private  property  is  liable  to  confiscation  upon 
payment  of  compensation  should  the  site  be  required 
for  a  battery,  a  magazine,  or  any  military  w  ork,  and 
all  building  leases  are  confined  to  the  shortest  periods. 

At  the  northern  angle  of  the  town,  which  feces 
the  neutral  ground,  and  where  the  road  from  Spain 
entm  the  city,  the  defences  are  compUcated  and  (tf 
immense  strength.  It  was  here  that  the  heavy  lighting 
took  place  during  the  sieges  of  1 705,  17 27 .  The  walls 
are  still  pock-marked  with  the  imprints  of  the  storm 
of  shot  they  have  withstood.  The  town  is  entered 
here  by  two  ways,  one  over  a  drawbridge*  leading 
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from  a  narrow  causeway  for  foot  passengers  and 
hones  only,  the  other  passing  along  the  edge  of 
Land-port  ditch  and  running  under  Water-port  gate. 

The  grand  battery  or  Laud-port  curtain  swcep;i 
the  approach  from  the  north  (root.  This  battery  is 
protected  by  a  deep  dry  ditch,  50  feet  wide,  formed 
by  the  erection  of  a  glacis  before  it.  This  glacis  ex- 
tends to  the  causeway  and  inundation.  The  hitter 
work,  which  is  situated  between  the  Rock  and  cause- 
way, serves  as  a  strong  protection  to  the  city  at  this 
point.  It  is  an  artificial  excavatioii  formed  bom  an  old 
morass.  It  covers  nine  acres  of  un  uund,  and  is  mler- 
sected  by  eight  transverse  ditches,  12  feet  deep,  and  a 
line  of  palisades.  Tkc  water  is  from  four  to  six  feet 
in  depth. 

The  most  remarkable  and  interesting  features  in 

the  iortilicatious  oi  Gibraltar  are  the  subterranean 
excavated  galleries  and  lines.  Those  termed  the 
upper  galleries  commence  near  the  Moorish  Tower, 
and,  following  the  contour  of  the  tortuous  clifis  of 
the  Rock  on  its  northern  face,  terminate  at  a  curious 
prouuuent  peak  or  pinnacle,  the  interior  of  which  at 
the  summit  has  been  extensively  excavated  and  hea- 
vily armed. 

The  long  Une  of  galleries  is  pierced  at  interA-als 
with  embrasures  or  port  holes  blasted  out  of  the 
soHd  rock.  Through  these  rugged  openings  peer  the 
muzzles  of  the  guns. 

Below  this  upper  line  of  galleries  are  others  far 
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more  vast  and  wonderfiil  in  thm  oonstraction ;  these 

too  have  be^n  hewn  and  blasted  out  of  the  tough 
limestone,  and  are  of  marveUons  sise  and  stfength. 

Upwards  of  1350  men  could  find  shelter  in  them. 
These  magnificeat  works  ace  not  suqiassed  by  any  in 
the  world. 

On  the  very  apex  of  the  precipice  that  overhangs 
the  north  firont,  and  1350  &et  above  the  8ea»  is  the 
llock  Gun  battery  anned  with  mortars  and  lica\y 
ordnance.  Guns  were  dragged  up  to  this  height 
during  the  last  siege,  and  considerable  damage  was 
done  to  the  enemy's  lines  from  this  work.  Notwith- 
standing its  elevation  above  the  sea»  the  Spaniards 
sheDed  it  suooessfiilly  on  more  tiian  one  occasion. 

The  total  number  of  guns  now  mounted  on  the 
Rock  is  700 ;  of  these  the  greater  poitioQ  are  68'a 
and  32  s.    The  garrison  consists  of  5600  men. 
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CHAPTER  XXIIL 

OOKMEECl. 

As  a  commeicial  statkm  Gibialtar  is  rapidly  mk^ 
ing  into  insignificance.   Befcte  the  introdoctioo  of 

steam,  and  wheu  there  was  but  little  direct  trade 
between  fiarbary  and  Qieat  Britain*  the  place  acqoiied 
some  importance  as  iiu  intcnuediutc  port  of  com- 
merce; and  gained  an  unenviable  notoriety  as  an 
extensive  smuggling  d^pdt. 

Since  it  became  a  free  port  in  the  reign  of  Queen 
Anne,  until  the  introduetioQ  of  steam,  its  trade  pro* 
gressed  in  such  a  remarkable  degree,  that  in  1822  and 
1824  the  value  of  the  miports  of  coUou  and  woollen 
mannfactuies  alone  anuiunted  to  a  million  and  a 
qumter  of  money.  Subsequently  to  1824  this  exten- 
sive commerce  gradually  declined. 

The  fiscal  policy  of  Spain,  which  taught  that 
Gibraltar  was  a  plague-spot  upou  the  comniertial 
prosperity  of  the  oountiy,  and  the  excessive  and  indeed 
pruhibilivo  duties  levied  upon  all  classes  of  Engli«ih 
manufactures  exported  from  the  Bock,  socm  paralysed 
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fair  and  open  trading,  and  originated  the  demoralising 
smuggling  system. 

In  ]  831,  the  value  of  the  Manchester  goods  im- 
ported  was  reduced  to  £203,527,  and  a  recent  return 
shows  that  in  1854  the  worth  of  every  elms  of  mer- 
chandise, including  British  and  Irish  produce,  exported 
from  Great  Britain  to  Gibraltar,  was  only  £754,000. 
It  is  at  first  sight  remarkable  that,  though  trade  has 
so  rapidly  diminished,  the  amount  of  shipping  which 
enters  the  port  has  enormously  increased.  But  this 
augmentation  is  due  to  the  extension  of  mercantile 
transactions  all  through  the  Mediterranean,  and  has 
no  bearing  upon  the  direct  trade  with  the  Rock. 
Formerly,  in  the  days  of  saving  vessels,  Gibraltar 
formed  the  great  entrepot  for  goods  which  were 
intended  for  distribution  not  only  along  the  neigh- 
bouring coasts,  but  to  the  remotest  comers  of  the 
Mediteiianean  and  the  Black  Sea.  Now  steam  and 
ships  of  larger  tonnage  carry  cai^oes  direct  to  the 
port  of  destination  without  transshipment. 

In  1820,  29,775  tons  of  English  shipping  entered 
the  port ;  in  1831,  only  14,349  tons  were  registered, 
but  in  1860,  the  tonnage  had  increased  to  583,647. 
In  this  latter  year  4400  vessels  of  all  nations  anchored 
in  the  Bay,  and  of  this  number  more  than  1000  were 
propelled  by  steam.  As  a  station  of  legitimate  com- 
mercial importance,  Gibraltar  has  declined,  but  as  a 
port  ibr  the  protection  and  convenience  of  the  mer- 
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BfiTUBN  OF  THE  OGOUFATIONS 

OP  TUE 

Fim>  POPULATION  OF  GIBEALTAB,  1860. 
From  a  Census  taken  by  the  Police  Magistiate. 


Emplojed 

unaer  the 

Local  Govt. 

In 

Professions. 

Cknnmeioe. 

132 

72 

681 

1297 

Agricultiire. 

At  school. 

Unemployed. 

28 

6565 

2633 

4894  . 

Panpeis. 

Total  fixed  Population. 

60 

15,462 

Revenue  of  Gibraltar  for  the  year  1861. 
£31,597  11^.  M. 
£14,889  198.  of  the  total  revenue  are  dmived 
from  duties  on  wines  and  spirits,  and  rents  of  public- 
house  licenses. 
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scrutinized,  and  if  any  discrepancy  can  be  discovered 
between  their  manifest  and  the  caigoes,  the  Spanish 
Government  justify  the  seizure  of  the  ship.  On  two 
occasions  iu  the  last  12  months,  Bntish  vessels  have 
been  captured  within  sight  of  Gibndtar,  and  in  one 

instance  within  gunshot  of  the  walls.  The  case  of 
the  Julian/'  taken  in  the  month  of  October,  1859, 
was  a  gross  act  of  illegality,  but  it  met  with  no 
redress.  Endeavouring  to  make  her  way  to  Tangier, 
she  was  compelled  by  contrary  winds  to  lay  to  with- 
in three  miles  of  the  Spanish  shore,  when  she  was 
boarded,  seized,  and  taken  into  Algeciias  as  a  phze. 
There  she  was  quickly  condemned  by  the  Admi* 
ralty  Court,  and  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  captors. 
There  was  no  tangible  pretext  for  this  outrage; 
but  information  had  been  given  to  the  Spanish  au* 
thorities  that  the  ship  was  laden  with  contraband 
of  war  (the  Spanish  army  was  in  Africa),  which  on  an 
inspection  of  the  cargo  proved  to  be  fake.  The 
captors,  enraged  at  having  been  thus  foiled,  with  httle 
difficulty  discovered  a  discrepancy  in  the  manifest, 
and  thus  a  pretext  was  established  for  the  seizure. 
Another  instance  of  illegal  capture,  attended  with 
greater  audacity,  and  even  more  inexcusable  circum- 
stances than  the  last,  occurred  in  January,  1861, 

On  the  evening  of  the  7th  of  that  month,  a  small 
British  vessel,  the  "  Louisa,"  set  sail  from  Gibraltar 
laden  with  various  merchandise  bebnging  to  19  dif- 
ferent traders.   She  had  also  on  board  two  bales  of 
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Alonzo  v.,  King  of  Portugal,  yisits  King  Henry  IV.  at  Gibraltar,  G3 
Alonzo  de  Arcos,  attacks  Gibraltar,     ;  invites  aid  from  neighbouring 

princes,  ^ ;  appointed  chief  magistrate  of  Seville,       his  death,  66; 

inscription  on  his  tomb,  62 ;  his  descendants,  C2 
Alonzo  de  Mendoza,  appointed  Govemorof  Gibraltar  by  Ferdinand  IV.,  16 
Animals,  few  inhabit  the  Rock,  1^ 
Aragon,  King  of,  aids  Alfonso,  il 

Aranda,  Count  d',  conducts  negotiations  of  peace  vith  England,  £LI 
Ar^on,  Chevalier  d',  his  scheme  for  the  capture  of  Gibraltar,  SZl 
"Armed  Neutrality,"  the,  329;  declared  by  Queen  Catharine,  330; 

recognized  by  all  the  great  powers  of  Europe,  330 
Artillery,  its  first  use  against  Gibraltar, 

Artois,  Due  d\  arrives  in  the  Spanish  camp  before  Gibraltar,  322 
Ayamonte,  attacked  and  taken  by  the  Mohammedans,  52 ;  retaken  by 
Fernando,  h2 

Azenaga,  Viceroy  of  Algiers,  organizes  a  pirate  expedition,  SS 
Baena,  besieged  by  Mohammed  IV.,  2Q 

Barbarossa,  Hayradin,  scours  the  Mediterranean,  82 ;  sails  from  Algiers  to 

take  Gibraltar,  82 
Barcelo,  Admiral,  resumes  blockade  of  Gibraltar,  3QS ;  his  ill-treatment 

of  prisoners,  3QB ;  his  attack  on  the  British  squadron,  333 ;  its  failure, 

Barcelona,  bombardment  of,  IQl ;  second  expedition  against,  lh2 
Barr,  Lieut.-Colonel,  defends  the  Round  Tower  of  Gibraltar  against  the 
Spaniards,  112 

Bazan,  Don  Rodrigo,  appointed  Alcalde  of  Gibraltar,  85 ;  succeeded  by 

Don  Alvaro,  86 
Beltran  de  U  Cueva,  appointed  Alcalde  of  Gibraltar,  69 
Ben  Ottoman,  Moorish  ambassador  at  Madrid,  2M 
Boscawen,  Admiral,  captures  two  French  men-of-war  off  Newfoundland, 

Botany  of  Gibraltar,  ^51 

Bourbon,  Due  de,  arrives  in  the  Spanish  camp  before  Gibraltar,  322 

Burgoyne,  General,  his  surrender  at  Saratoga,  263 

Burke,  Mr,  his  speech  on  the  importance  of  Gibraltar,  M6 

Burnet,  Bishop,  his  remarks  on  the  capture  of  Gibraltar,  IM ;  his  hatred 

of  Sir  George  Rooke,  119 
Byng,  Admiral,  commander  of  a  squadron  tinder  Sir  George  Rooke, 
108;  destroys  the  Spanish  fleet  off  Palermo,  156;  despatched  with  a 
squadron  from  Spithead,  to  relieve  Minorca,  2^ ;  engagement  with 
the  French,  213;  returns  to  Gibraltar,  213 ;  tried  by  court  martial 
and  shot,  213 
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that  an  outrage  had  been  committed  upon  the  British 
flag,  and  sensible  of  the  effect  that  such  .daring  seiz- 
ures would  have  upon  the  trade  in  these  parts,  insisted 
upon  the  immediate  restoration  of  the  "  Louisa"  and 
her  cargo,  demands  which  were  reluctantly  complied 
with  to  a  certain  extent.  After  a  delay  of  nearly  six 
months  the  vessel  was  returned  in  an  unseaworthy 
condition,  and  some  portion  of  the  cargo  was  also 
given  up.  This  latter  however  was  greatly  damaged, 
and  diminished  by  one-half.  A  demand  for  a  full 
indemnity  has  been  made  upon  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment, but  it  is  as  yet  refused. 

The  effect  of  these  seizures  upon  the  trade  between 
Barbary  and  Gibraltar  may  easily  be  conceived.  The 
Spanish  Government  claim,  in  their  own  words, "  That 
any  vessel,  whether  national  or  foreign,  of  a  less 
burthen  than  2I1Q  tons,  which  may  be  found  standing 
off  and  on  within  the  maritime  fiscal  zone  (six  miles) 
with  unlawful  merchandise  on  board  is  liable  to  con- 
fiscation."* 

The  trade  with  Morocco  is  carried  on  almost  ex- 
clusively by  vessels  under  200  tons,  and  in  conse- 
quence of  the  rapid  current  which  always  sets  through 
the  Straits  to  the  eastward,  the  sudden  changes  of 
wind,  and  other  peculiarities  in  the  navigation  of  these 
waters,  it  is,  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  impossible  for 
these  traders  to  work  through  the  Straits  without 
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261 ;  declares  war  against  France  and  America,  2fi5 ;  Spain  declares 
war  against,  2fi2 

Estamg,  D\  commands  an  American  expedition,  265 ;  commands  a 
French  fleet  at  Cadiz, 

"  Family  Compact,"  the,  260j  terms  of,  2fiQ 

Ferdinand  IV.,  attacks  Algeciras,  15  ;  besieges  Gibraltar,  15 ;  abandons 

Algeciras,  Ifi ;  repairs  and  organizes  government  of  Gibraltar,  Ifi ; 

his  death,  IZ ;  succeeded  by  Alonzo  XI.,  IZ 
■  king  of  Sicily,  marries  Isabella  of  Castile,  Z6 ;  marches 

against  the  Moors,  ZS;  his  saocesses,  lii;  appointed  Regent, 

his  death,  Si 

 king  of  Spain,  his  death,  260 ;  succeeded  by  Charles 

UL,  2fiQ 

Feman  de  Meira,  officer  under  Alfonso,  2i 

Fernando,  Regent  of  Castile,  retakes  Ayamonte,  52 

Fez,  king  of,  sends  an  army  to  aid  Mohammed  IV.,  22 

Figueroa,  Colonel,  commands  a  forlorn  hope  against  Gibraltar,  Li6 

Fish  taken  at  Gibraltar, 

Fitzherbert,  Mr.,  British  minister  at  Paris,         conducts  negotiations 
of  peace,  ^IQ 

Florida  Blanca,  Count,  Spanish  minister,  S15 ;  Hussey's  letter  to,  223 ; 

his  duplicity,  3iZ 
Fortifications  of  Gibraltar  described, 

Fotherby,  Captain,  his  account  of  the  Spanish  army  before  Gibraltar,  121 
Fowke,  General,  governor  of  Gibraltar,  2i2 ;  tried  by  court-martial,  212 ; 

dismissed  from  the  service,  2i2 ;  succeeded  by  Lord  Panmure,  2:^ 
Fox,  Mr.,  his  opinion  respecting  Gibraltar,  ^1^ 

 General,  letter  from  CoUingwood  to,  421 ;  letter  from  Nelson  to,  123 

France,  intrigues  with  Spain  for  a  confederacy  against  England,  2M ; 

treaty  with  America,  2M 
Francisco,  St.,  Monastery  of,  restored,  S& 
Franklin,  Dr.,  American  minister  at  Paris,  111 
French  Revolution,  outbreak  of,  i21 

Garcilaso  de  la  Vega,  appointed  governor  of  Gibraltar,  81 
Geology  of  Gibraltar,  mi 

George  L  sends  Lord  Stanhope  to  Paris,  IM;  his  letter  to  Philip,  165 
Germaine,  Lord  George,  216 ;  sends  Hussey  to  Madrid,  16 
Gibraltar,  its  ancient  geographical  names  and  description,     2 ;  not  in- 
habited until  the  Mohammedan  invasion,  2 ;  described  by  Al-Mak- 
kari,  6;  surrenders  to  Yuscf  ben  Taxfin  in  3086,  12;  besieged  by 
the  Spanish  Mohammedans,  15 ;  by  Ferdinand  IV.,  15 ;  surrenders 
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to  him,  15 ;  its  defences  repaired  and  government  organized,  Ifi ;  be- 
sieged by  Nassir  Abul  Geoix,  18 ;  by  Mohammed  IV.,  2D ;  its  arsenal 
taken,  2D ;  surrender  of  the  garrison,  22 ;  Alfonso  marches  to  retake 
it,  2U ;  termination  of  its  fourth  siege,  21 ;  Abu-l- Hassan  bnds,  il ; 
its  fortifications  strengthened,  i3 ;  besieged  by  Alfonso,  ;  delivered 
to  the  King  of  Morocco,  retaken  by  the  King  of  Granada, 
53;  besieged  by  the  Count  de  Niebla,  57j  its  defenceless  state,  63 ; 
attacked  by  Alonzo  de  Arcos,  03 ;  offer  of  its  surrender,  (il ;  besieged 
by  Don  Rodrigo,  Qfi ;  annexed  to  the  throne  of  Castile,  62;  visited 
by  King  Henry,  62 ;  besieged  by  the  Duke  of  Medina,  Zi ;  surrenders, 
73 ;  re-annexed  to  Castile  by  Isabella,  81 ;  surrenders,  SI ;  be- 
sieged by  Don  Juan  de  Guzman,  attacked  by  pirates,  its  de- 
fences repaired,  91 ;  visited  by  Philip  III.,  9tA ;  disease,  95  ;  peace  and 
prosperity,  95 ;  bombarded  by  Marshal  Tourville,  9Z ;  Sir  George 
Rooke  resolves  to  attack  it,  102  ;  its  feebleness,  IDZ ;  its  fortifications 
and  defences  described,  102 ;  cannonade  commenced,  1D9 ;  truce,  111 ; 
articles  of  truce,  112  <•/  *fq. ;  Prince  of  Hesse  takes  possession,  113 ; 
inhabitants  leave  the  city,  112;  Spanish  expedition  against,  12i; 
its  fortifications  extended,  129 ;  bombardment  commenced,  129 ;  the 
siege,  129  ft  xeq.  ;  privations  in,  139 ;  succour  arrives,  liD ;  the  siege 
raised,  147 ;  ceded  to  England,  153 ;  offered  to  Spain  by  England, 
155 ;  rejected  by  Philip,  156 ;  its  cession  demanded  by  Philip,  156 ; 
debates  and  discussions  concerning  the  cession  of,  152  *fq. ;  Spanish 
expedition  against,  1£2 ;  the  siege  commenced,  191 ;  suspension  of 
arms,  2D9;  Ayala's  description  of  the  Rock,  237;  General  Fowke 
governor,  212 ;  Lord  Panmure  governor,  213 ;  offered  to  Spain  by 
Pitt,  216  ;  Ijord  Tyrawley's  account  of,  253 ;  its  value  underrated,  253 ; 
mal-administ ration  at,  252;  remarks  on  its  condition,  26S;  General 
Eliott  governor,  222;  its  defenceless  btatc,  223;  scarcity  of  pro- 
visions, 282 ;  preparations  of  Spain  against,  2S6  et  sfq. ;  deserted  by  its 
inhabitants,  289;  its  fortifications  described,  29D;  blockaded  by  the 
Spaniards,  292 ;  scarcity  of  provisions,  293 ;  relieved  by  Admiral  Rod- 
ney, 305  ;  outbreak  of  scurvy,  313;  again  offered  to  Spain  by  England, 
316  ;  conditions  of  cession,  319  et  $fq. ;  sufferings  of  the  inhabitants, 
337 ;  ravages  of  scurvy,  339  ;  its  communications  with  Barbary  cut  off, 
312  ;  cost  of  provisions,  316;  general  bombardment,  350;  sortie  from, 
362  ;  its  success,  363 ;  preparation  for  a  combined  attack  on,  3fi8. 
et  $fq. :  the  attack  commenced,  384,  387  ;  D'Aryon's  floating  batteries 
destroyed,  3M ;  the  attack  defeated,  392 ;  relieved  by  Lord  Howe, 
101 ;  preliminaries  of  peace,  404 ;  its  gates  thrown  open,  404 ;  its 
cession  insisted  on  by  Spain  as  a  basis  of  peace,  410 ;  reinforced,  122 ; 
General  O'Hara  governor  of,  121;  Duke  of  Kent  governor,  42S; 
fever  in,  13Q;  prosperity  in,  132  J  magistracy  established,  132;  qucs- 
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tion  of  iU  detention  by  England,  et  teq. ;  its  present  state  of  de- 
fence,  4^ ;  account  of  its  position  and  strength,  ill ;  its  geological 
history,  44fi  ei  seq. ;  its  botany,  ;  description  of  the  town,  ; 
its  library,  ;  its  population,  ;  police  regulations,  ;  condi- 
tion of  labour,  KKl ;  its  schools,  4(11 ;  its  market,  4fi2 ;  supply  of 
provisions,  4fi3  et  seq. ;  tunny  fisheries,  ;  free  market  established, 
4fiZ ;  its  climate,  474,  4ZS ;  causes  of  disease,  4Z5  ;  supply  of  water, 
4Z6;  meteorological  observations,  4ZS;  mortality  by  fever  and  its 
causes,  4S1  et  seq. ;  its  fortifications  described,  4Sd  et  seq. ;  its  com- 
merce, 42S ;  suppression  of  smuggling,  497 

Grafton,  Buke  of,  opposes  the  cession  of  Gibraltar,  411 ;  his  opinion 
of  its  importance,  41^ 

Granada,  surrenders  to  Ferdinand,  Z2 

 King  of,  advances  to  relieve  Algeciras,  43  ;  his  attack  on  Al- 
fonso's army,  and  defeat,  42  ;  agrees  to  pay  an  amiual  tribute  to  Al- 
fonso, 42;  assassinated,  4Z;  description  of  his  death,  4S;  succeeded 
by  Mohammed  V.,  4S 

Grande,  Gasparo,  Barcelo's  treatment  of, 

Green,  Colonel,  his  mission  to  England,  225 

Guadiara,  battle  on,  £2 

Gun-boats,  used  by  the  Spaniards  against  Gibraltar,  234 ;  description 
of,  335 

Guzman,  Don  Perez  de,  buys  the  villages  of  Villa  Alba  and  Palma  from 
Alfonso,  44 

Haro,  Diego  Lopez  de,  appointed  Lieutenant  and  Alcalde  of  Gibraltar, 
82 

Ilawke,  Sir  Edward,  commander  of  a  British  fleet,  i4Q 

*'  Helena,"  the,  arrives  at  Gibraltar  with  despatches,  3Sfi ;  perilous 
position  of,  357 

Helmstadt,  Baron  von,  anecdote  of,  iiM  et  seq. 

Henrique,  Don,  Duke  of  Medina,  in  possession  of  Gibraltar,  71 ;  ap- 
pointed Marquis,  2S  ;  his  death, 

Henry  III.  succeeds  John  L  as  King  of  Granada,  &1 

 IV.  succeeds  Juan  II.  as  King  of  Castile,  fiQ;  marches  against 

Mohammed  X.,  fiQ;  truce  with,  6Q;  annexes  Gibraltar  to  the  throne 
of  Castile,  6Z ;  visits  Gibraltar,  69 ;  declares  Alfonso  his  heir,  ZQ ; 
opposes  the  marriage  of  Isabella  with  Ferdinand,  King  of  Sicily,  Z5  ; 
assigns  Gibraltar  to  Don  Henrique,  Z6 ;  his  death,  ZZ 

Hesse,  Prince  of,  summons  Gibraltar  to  surrender,  105 ;  liis  letter  to 
the  town,  106 ;  takes  possession,  113;  appointed  governor,  117 ; 
letter  from  Sir  John  Leake,  14Q ;  in  command  of  land  forces  in  a  se- 
cond expedition  against  Barcelona,  152 ;  his  death,  1^ 

33 
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Hood,  Lord,  commands  a  British  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean,  411 
Howe,  Lord,  commands  British  fleet,  ^ ;  relieves  Gibraltar,  Mil ; 

returns  to  England,  Mil 
Hussej,  Mr,  his  secret  negotiations  with  Cumberland,         goes  to 
Madrid,  ^1& ;  accuses  the  English  Cabinet  of  duplicity,  Mi ;  in- 
terview with  Cumberland,  322 ;  letter  to  Florida  Blanca,  22^ 

Ilyan,  Count,  governor  of  Ceuta,  2 ;  various  accounts  of  his  origin,  2  ; 
bis  treason,  3 

Invasion  of  Spain  by  Tarik,  various  accounts  of,  I  ei  seq. 

Isabella  of  Castile,  her  marriage  with  Ferdinand,  King  of  Sicily,  Z5 ; 

proclaimed  queen,  71 ;  attempts  to  regain  Gibraltar,     ;  her  death, 

&3 ;  succeeded  by  Juaua  of  Austria,  83 
Isa-ben-Al-Hassan,  governor  of  Gibraltar,  4Z ;  proclaims  himself  king, 

4Z ;  his  death,  4Z 

Ismail  ben  Ferag,  replaces  Nassir  Abul  Geoix  on  the  throne,  IS ;  ass- 
assinated by  Mohammed  of  Granada,  19 ;  succeeded  by  Mohammed 
IV.,  2Q 

Ismail  Abu-l-Walid  deposes  Mohammed  Y.,  proclaimed  King  of  Gra- 
nada, ID ;  his  embassy  to  the  King  of  Castile,  ^  \  assassinated.  Id  ; 
succeeded  by  Abu-Abdillah,  19 

Jaime  de  Jerica,  Don,  and  his  brothers  Laso  and  Sancho  de  Rojas, 

officers  under  Alfonso,  2^ 
Jezirah-al-Khadra,  Ilyan's  landing  and  ravages  at,  i 
John  L  succeeds  Henry  IL  as  King  of  Granada,  il;  is  succeeded  by 

Henry  lU.,  £1 

Josef  Tenorio,  Admiral,  under  Alfonso,  unsuccessfully  attacks  the  arse- 
nal of  Gibraltar,  26 ;  arrives  in  the  Straits,  32 ;  his  death,  31 
Joseph,  Emperor,  death  of,  152 

Juan  II.  of  Castile,  his  death,  6Q ;  succeeded  by  Henry  IV.,  60 

 of  Aragon,  solicits  the  hand  of  Isabella  of  Castile  for  Lis  sou,  Zi 

Juana,  the  Infanta,  her  illegitimacy  admitted,  ZD 
 of  Austria,  succeeds  Isabella  of  Castile,  33 

Keene,  Mr,  his  mission  to  Madrid,  219 ;  his  reception,  219 

 Sir  Benjamin,  authorised  bj  Pitt  to  offer  the  cession  of  Gibraltar 

to  Spain,  246;  letter  from  Pitt  to,  217;  his  reply,  2il;  his  death, 

2^ 

Kent,  Duke  of,  governor  of  Gibraltar,  12B  ;  recalled  to  England,  129 


Lancaster,  Henry,  Duke  of,  joins  Alfonso*.<(  army  before  Algeciras,  38 
Langara,  Don  Juan  de,  taken  prisoner  by  Admiral  Kodney,  3U1 ;  con- 
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ditions  of  his  release,  31Q;  his  reply  to  Rodney,  returns  to 
Spain,  ai2 

Lara,  Don  Juan  Nunez  de,  reinforces  Alfonso  at  the  siege  of  Algeciras, 

as 

Leake,  Sir  Andrew,  killed  at  Cape  Malaga,  122 
 Admiral  Sir  John,  official  letter  to,  relative  to  supplies  for  Gib- 
raltar, 13Q ;  despatch  to,  from  the  Prince  of  Hesse,  131 ;  arrives  at 
Gibraltar,  IM ;  sets  fire  to  a  French  squadron,  IM ;  captures  five 
French  vessels  at  Cabrita  Point,  146 ;  returns  to  Gibraltar,  HZ 
Leicester,  Earl  of,  joins  Alfonso's  army  before  Algeciras,  SB 
Lincoln,  Earl  of,  joins  Alfonso's  army  before  Algeciras,  3S 
Library  of  Gibraltar,         ongiiiated  by  Colonel  Brinkwater,  its 
extent, 

Logie,  Mr,  British  Consul  at  Tangier,  2^ ;  attacked  by  the  Moors,  Ml 
Louis  XV.,  espouses  Maria  of  Polimd,  Ifiil 

Malaga,  battle  of,  121 

Manuel,  Don  Juan  de,  arrives  at  Algeciras  with  reinforcements,  SS 
Manuel  Pezano,  Admiral,  sails  to  the  assistance  of  Alfonso,  M. 
Mariani,  Cond6  de,  officer  in  Spanish  expedition  against  Gibraltar,  XM 
Market  of  Gibraltar,  4fi2 ;  famous  for  fish,  ifi4 
Marlborough,  Duke  of,  appointed  Captain-General  of  the  British  Army, 

m 

Meat,  supply  of,  in  Gibraltar,  4fia 

Medina,  Duke  of,  arrives  before  Gibraltar,  fifi ;  in  possession  of  it,  02  ; 
resists  the  king's  authority,  fiZ ;  delivers  it  up  to  the  king,  fiH  ;  applies 
to  the  Infante  Alfonso,  Zl ;  prepares  to  retake  the  Rock,  Zl ;  attacks 
the  castle  of  Gibraltar,  Z2;  his  death,  Z^;  succeeded  by  his  son  Don 
Henrique,  Z5 

Mela,  Pomponius,  his  account  of  Gibraltar,  1 

Mendoza,  Don  Bernardino  de.  Admiral  of  the  Spanish  fleet,     ;  battle 

with,  and  victory  over,  the  pirate  expedition  under  Caramani,  SI 
Mercier,  Captain,  hut  suggestion  for  improvements  in  shells,  2S1 
Meteorology  of  Gibraltar,  478 

Minorca,  besieged  by  the  French,  24Q ;  capitulates,  2:^ ;  offered  to  Spain 
in  lieu  of  Gibraltar,  41Z 

Mohamed  Ben  Ali,  Arabian  historian,  killed,  2S 

Mohammed,  conspiracy  against,  IZ ;  dethroned,  IZ 

 IV.  succeeds  Ismail  ben  Ferag,  2Q ;  defeated  by  the  Chris- 
tians, 2D  ;  applies  to  the  King  of  Fez  for  aid,  22  ;  truce  with  Alfonso, 
29 ;  assassinated,  2(1 ;  succeeded  by  Yussuf  ben  Ismail,  3Q 

'    V.  succeeds  Yussef,  King  of  Granada,  4S  ;  deposed  by 

as* . 
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Ismail  Abn-l-Walid,  19  ;  his  triamphal  entry  into  Granada,  ;  pro- 
claimed king,  50 ;  his  presents  to  Don  Pedro,  5D ;  marches  agninst 
Algeciras,  51 ;  destroys  it,  ^ ;  his  death,  51 ;  succeeded  by  his  younger 
son,  51 

Mohammed  X.  acknowledges  himself  a  fief  of  Castile,  fiD 
Montemar,  Condd  dc,  his  letter  to  Sir  Charles  Wager,  2iiL 
Montero,  his  opinion  of  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  Ml 
Moorish  dynasty,  established  in  Spain,     ;  expelled,  9^ 
Moreno,  Don  Joaquin  de,  commander  of  a  Spanish  squadron,  i2j 
Morocco,  treaty  with  Spain,  2^  ;  Emperor  of,  his  declaration  of  neu- 
trality, ^Mi  i  withdraws  it,  and  declares  against  Engbind,  Ml 
Mortality  in  Gibraltar,  474 ;  causes  for,  475  ei  *eq. 
Murray,  General,  letters  to  from  Eliott,  336,  338,  340,  342 
Musa  Ibn  Nosseyr,  his  expedition  against  Spain,  3  et  uq. 

Nassir  Abul  Geoix,  proclaimed  King  in  Mohammed's  place,  12 ;  besieges 
Gibraltar,  IS 

Navarre,  King  of,  marches  to  the  assistance  of  Alfonso,  3S 
Nelson,  commands  a  convoy  for  the  reinforcement  of  Gibraltar,  4Ii ; 
defeats  Spanish  squadron,  422 ;  joins  Collingwood,  432 ;  his  letter  to 
General  Fox,  433 ;  his  body  brought  to  Gibraltar  on  board  the 
"Victory,"  435 
Newcastle,  Duke  of,  letter  to  Sir  Charles  Wager.  230 
Newgcnt,  Count,  governor  of  Gibraltar,  killed,  133 
Niebla,  Count  of,  besieges  Gibraltar,  56j  his  death  by  drowning,  kS 

O'Hara,  General,  governor  of  Gibraltar,  421 

Oran,  African  port,  offered  as  an  equivalent  for  Gibraltar,  410 

Ortez  Calderon,  commands  the  fleet  under  Alfonso,  3i 

Oveido,  Gonzalez  Martin  de,  his  engagement  with  Abdd-Malik,  33 

Palm,  M.,  ambassador  from  the  Emperor,  his  memorial  to  King  George, 

IM;  ordered  to  leave  England,  lEQ 
Panmure,  Lord,  governor  of  Gibraltar,  243 
Paris,  Treaty  of,  between  Britain  and  Spain  £61 ;  terms  of,  2fil 
Parliament,  motion  for  the  restoration  of  Gibraltar  to  Spain,  157 ;  meets 

Jan.  1729,  2M ;  debate  on  the  restitution  of  Gibraltar,  2ILi 
Paz,  Marquis  de  la,  denies  the  existence  of  a  secret  treaty  between 

Spain  and  the  Emperor,  126 
Pedro,  Don,  succeeds  Alfonso,  42;  proclaimed  King  of  Castile  and 

Leon,  42  ;  murders  Abu  Abdillah,  50. ;  assassinated,  51 
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Peierboroagh,  Earl  of,  commander  of  an  expedition  against  Barcelona, 

Philip,  St,  fortress  of,  sarreuders  to  the  French,  213 

Philip,  Archduke  of  Austria,  his  death,  M 

 II.  succeeds  Charles  V.,  22 ;  succeeded  by  his  son,  23 

 III.  visits  Gibraltar,       anecdote  of  his  visit,  2^ 

 y.  letter  from  the  inhabitants  of  Gibraltar  to,  115 ;  joins  the 

Quadruple  Alliance,  lh& ;  demands  the  restoration  of  Gibraltar,  ; 
prepares  to  besiege  it,  IMl ;  accepts  the  preliminaries  of  peace,  22Q 

Pitt,  succeeds  to  office,  213 ;  offers  Gibraltar  to  Spain,  247 ;  his  let- 
ter to  Sir  Benjamin  Xeene,  MI ;  becomes  Lord  Chatham,  2fi2 ;  his 
speech  on  the  condition  of  Gibraltar,  27ii 

Points,  Commodore,  commander  of  a  French  squadron,  12S 

Population  of  Gibraltar,       ei  teq. ;  character  of,  Ml 

Portmore,  Lord,  arrives  in  Gibraltar,  202 ;  remonstrates  with  the  Span- 
iards against  the  rebuilding  of  Tessa's  Battery,  221 

Porras,  Pedro  de,  appointed  alcaJde  of  Gibraltar,  ilH ;  superseded,  62 

Poyntz,  Stephen,  letter  to  Lord  Townshend,  231 

Pozobueno,  his  letter  to  Ripperda,  152 

Preston,  Captain,  anecdote  of,  1^  et  seq. 

Ptolemy,  first  determined  the  latitude  of  Gibraltar,  1 

Quadruple  Alliance,  the,  155 

Regent  of  France,  negotiates  with  England  for  the  cession  of  Gib- 
raltar to  Spain,  152 ;  reproached  with  faithlessness,  152 
Renaud,  Colonel,  his  mission  to  the  King  of  France,  112 
Kibadeo,  Don  Francisco  de,  his  communication  with  Sir  Charles  Wager, 
212 

Ripperda,  character  of,  121 ;  informs  Mr  Stanhope  of  the  conditions  of 
the  2nd  treaty  between  Spain  and  the  Emperor,  173 ;  prisoner  at 
Segovia,  123 ;  his  disclosures  to  Mr  Stanhope,  125  ' 
Roderic,  King  of  Spain,  2 ;  his  advance  against  Tank,  IQ ;  defeated,  L2 
Rodney,  Admiral,  sails  to  relieve  Gibraltar,  222 ;  his  capture  of  Spanish 
vessels,  222 ;  his  victory  off  Cape  St  Ymcent,  301 ;  enters  the  Straits, 
301 ;  his  departure,  302 ;  letter  to  the  Admiralty,  310 ;  to  Langara, 
311 

Rodrigo,  Don,  arrives  in  the  camp  of  Alonzo  de  Arcos,  65 ;  besieges 
Gibraltar,  66 

Rooke,  Admiral  Sir  George,  commander  of  an  English  squadron,  2£ ; 
engagement  with  French  fleet  under  Marshal  Tourville,  92 ;  appoint- 
ed Vice-admiral  of  England,  22 ;  bombards  Barcelona,  101 ;  resolves 


518 


GEXEBAL  IKDEX. 


to  attack  Gibraltar,  W2 ;  takes  possession,  Ili ;  chases  the  French 

fleet  under  Count  do  Thoulouse,  liQ ;  returns  to  England,  12A ; 

resigns  his  appointments,  \2& ;  "  Narrative  of  his  proceedings,"  111 ; 

his  death,  121 
Roqne,  St,  arrival  of  Spanish  troops  at,  286 
Hoss,  Brigadier-g^eneral,  commands  a  sortie  from  Gibraltar, 
Rotiembourg,  Count,  his  mission  to  Madrid,  2Id;  his  interviews  with 

the  queen,  221 
Kni  Lopez,  officer  under  Alfonso,  21 
Ryswick,  treaty  of,  SS 

Salado,  battle  of,  Zh  ;  AI-Makkari's  account  of  it,  M 
Salinas,  Don  Diego  do,  governor  of  Gibraltar,  106 
Salisbury,  £arl  of,  joins  Alfonso's  army,  ^ 
Salobreua,  Alcalde  of,  ^ ;  Ahmed's  mission  to,  ^ 
San  Pedro,  bastion  of,  destroyed,  13S 

Saumarez,  Admiral,  commander  of  au  English  squadron,  423  ;  his  attack 
on  the  French  squadron  off  Gibraltar,  12ii ;  defeats  Spanish  squadron, 
et  »eq. ;  receives  Order  of  the  Bath, 
Saya,  Marquis  de,  succeeds  Due  de  Crillon,  405 
Schaub,  Sir  Luke,  his  mission  to  the  Spanish  Court,  ijQl 
Seville,  Archbishop  of,  saves  Alfonso  from  death,  35 
Shovel,  Sir  Cloudesley,  letter  from,  describing  battle  of  Malaga,  \21 
Sicily  invaded  by  Spain,  155 
Signal  Station  of  Gibraltar  described,  151 
Schools  of  Gibraltar,  Ml 
Smuggling  off  Gibraltar,  suppression  of,  497 

Sotomayor,  Don  Martin  Alvarez  de,  commander  of  Spanish  army  against 
Gibraltar, 

Spain  under  Boderic,  2;  history 'of  its  invasion  by  the  Saracens, 
mythical,  3 ;  Musa's  expedition  against,  5 ;  preparation  for  its  invasion, 
6j  Moorish  dynasty  established,  13j  prepares  to  invade  Sicily,  155 ; 
hostilities  vrith  France,  lfi2;  treaty  with  the  Emperor,  Ififi;  war 
declared  against,  by  Enii^land,  2^1 ;  peace,  2fil ;  declares  war  agtiinst 
England,  2^  ;  treaty  with  Morocco,  2M^ 

 queen  of,  her  hatred  of  the  English  nation,  22Q ;  interview  with 

Count  Rotterobourg,  221 ;  death  of,  260 

Spartcl,  Cape,  engagement  off,  liil 

Spinola,  General,  commander  of  the  Spaniards  in  the  trenches,  193 

St  Helen's,  British  fleet  under  Admiral  Darby  sails  from, 

St  Ildefonso,  Palace  of,  treaty  against  English  concluded  at,  between 

France  and  Spain,  i22 
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Stanhope,  Lord,  his  letter  to  Sir  Luke  Schaub,  157;  his  mission  to 

Paris,  160 ;  proposes  to  cede  Gibraltar  to  Spain  in  exchange  for 

Florida  or  St  Domingo,  ]ii2 ;  death  of,  IM 
 Mr,  British  Envoy  at  Madrid,  Ififi ;  his  audience  with  Pliilip, 

167;  his  letter  to  Sir  Luke  Schaub,  IfiS ;  his  mission  to  Madrid,  2^; 

his  instructions,  22fi ;  concludes  a  treaty,  2M 
Strabo,  his  account  of  Gibraltar,  2 
Succession,  war  of  the,  9S 
Susarte,  Simon,  his  offer  to  the  Spaniards, 
Sussex,  Duke  of,  arrives  at  Gibraltar,  42B 

Taric  Ibn  Zeyad  el  Nefici,  commander  of  the  garrison  at  Tangier,  2 
Tarif-abu-Zarah,  commander  of  Musa's  first  expedition  against  Spain,  5 
Tarifa  named  after  Tarif,  5 

Tarik-Ibn-Zcyad,  his  expedition  against  Spain,  6 ;  lands  at  Gibraltar,  7  > 

defeats  Koderic,  12 
Tea>tax  imposed,       ;  its  effects,  26a 

Tess6,  Marshal,  supersedes  Marquis  Villadarias'at  the  siege  of  Gibraltar, 
143 ;  his  letter  to  the  Prince  de  Cond^,  IM  ei  seq. ;  sends  Colonel 
Renaud  to  the  King  of  France,  14Z 

Theodomir,  a  chief  of  the  Goths,  his  encounters  with  the  Moors  under 
Tarik,  9 ;  his  retreat  to  Seville,  ID 

Thoulouse,  Count  de,  commander  of  the  French  fleet,  12D 

Toledo,  capture  of,  by  Tarik,  Li 

 Bishop  of,  one  of  the  commanders  of  Alfonso's  army,  SZ 

Torre  del  Homenage  attacked  by  Alfonso,  2G 

Torres,  Cond^  de  las,  offers  to  command  the  expedition  against  Gibral- 
tar, ISl ;  his  answer  to  General  Clayton's  remonstrance,  IM 

Toulon,  departure  of  the  French  fleet  from,  242 

Tourville,  Marshal,  commander  of  French  fleet,  2fi ;  engagement  with 
Sir  George  Rooke's  squadron,  112 

Townshend,  Lord,  takes  part  in  the  negotiation  with  Spain,  IM  ei  seq. ; 
letter  from,  to  Poyntz,  232 

Trafalgar,  battle  of,  ISa ;  false  reports  of  in  Spain,  4115 

Transtamara,  Count  of,  seizes  the  throne  of  Granada  as  Henry  II.,  U  ; 
dies,  and  is  succeeded  by  John  L,  hi 

Treaty  between  Spain  and  the  Emperor,  Mil 

Tunny  fisheries  off  Gibraltar,  account  of,  4(i5  et  seq. 

Tyrawlcy,  Lord,  governor  of  Minorca,  241 

Utrecht,  Treaty  of,  lfi2 ;  conditions  of,  153 


Vallodolid,  Alfonso's  arrival  at,  23 
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Vanderdusen,  Admiiil*  oommaiider  of  a  tqudran  under  Sir  Geotge 

Kooke,  109 

Ymoo  Perez  de  Meira,  governor  of  Gibraltar,  20 ;  sarrenclerB  it  to  Ho- 

Imnied  IV.,  22 ;  hi»  %ht  to  Africa  and  death,  S2 
Tergemue^  Count  de»  French  mimeter,  409 

Yillacreces,  Estevan  de.  Lieutenant  of  Gibraltar,  69 ;  applies  to  tbe 
king  for  aid,  72 ;  abandons  the  Eock  lo  the  Duke  of  Hedina,  7S 

Vienna,  treaty  of,  169 

Villadarias,  Marquis  de,  commander  of  the  Spanish  fleet,  12S  ;  betiegca 

Gibraltar,  129  rf  »<»y.  .•  superseded  by  Marshal  Tcsse,  143 
Yilleneure,  Admiral,  commander  of  French  and  Spaniah  fleet,  43i 
Vincent,  Cape  St,  battle  off,  301 
Virgia  of  Europa,  Hermitage  of,  pLun4ered  bjr  pirates,  89 

Wager,  Admiml  Sir  Charles,  commander  of  the  British  fleet,  1S2 ;  ar- 
rives at  Gibraltar  with  a  squadron,  186;  remonstrate  with  Ribadeo 
on  tlic  interception  of  English  correspondence  by  Spain,  217 
Wall  It)ii  Nosseyr,  the.  ruler  of  the  western  prm  inces  of  Atnca,  i 
Wiliiaiii  liL,  dealii  of,  liii ;  {succeeded  bjf  C^ueen  Ann^  99 

Ymef  ben  Taxfin,  in  posaeesion  of  Gibraltar,  13 ;  his  Tictorj  over  Al- 

fomo,  14 ;  lue  landiog  al  Algeciras,  14 
Tnseiif  ben  Umail,  suooeeda  Mobaniined  lY.,  30 
Tii8aiif-beD-Tiisnif»  impriaonad  aft  Salobcana,  61 1  bia  deatb  oomwaaded 

b J  hie  btotber,  (S  s  bia  brotbei^a  deatb,  and  bia  aaoceewon  (o  tba 

thmie,  52 ;  aendi  an  embasaj  to  Don  Fernando,  fit;  veoofon  pQ0> 

•esnon  oC  Gibnltar,  54 


wmi  cnmm  am)  loa,  raoTaaa. 
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TUE  GIBRALTAR  BONE  CAVES. 


It  had  long  been  known  that  the  Rock  of  Gib- 
raltar abounded  in  caves  of  various  descriptions,  some 
having  their  openings  at  the  aea  level,  others  at  ele- 
vations as  high  as  1000  feet.  Besides  these  caves, 
tlicrc  are  nuineroufi  fissures  intersecting  the  Rock  in 
difterent  directions,  many  of  which  contain  masses 
of  osseous  breccia.  This  breccia  had  long  ago  been 
examined  by  Cuvier,  and  formed  the  subject  of  one 
of  the  most  interesting  papers  in  his  "  Ossemens  Fos- 
siles."  From  the  geological  formaiiuu  of  the  Rock, 
therefore,  there  was  every  reason  to  believe  that  in- 
vestigation might  at  any  tune  bring  to  light  bone 
caves  siuiilai*  to  those  which  had  long  been  known  to 
exist  along  the  shores  of  the  Mediterranean,  especially 
at  Nice,  Antibes,  and  otlier  places. 

But  a  fortress  is  not  generally  the  seat  of  x  ieii- 
tific  enterprise,  and  although  from  time  to  time  fresh 
evidence  wi^  given  of  the  existence  of  the  relics  of 
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THE  GIBRALTAR  BONB  CAVES. 


remote  antiquity,  by  the  discovery  of  fossil  lemaios 
during  the  progress  of  engiDeeriiig  works,  the  sub- 
ject attracted  no  attention. 

At  length  accident  supplied  the  place  of  investi- 
gation. 

Early  in  the  spring  of  1863  some  works  were 

being  carried  on  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Military 
Prison  on  Windmill  liill,  by  means  oi  prison  labour. 

A  large  tank  was  beuig  constructed,  and  during 
the  excavation  a  vvoiknum  cjime  suddenly  upon  a 
quantity  of  loose  bone  earth,  containing  fragments 
of  human  bones. 

The  circumstance  excited  attention,  and  an  ex- 
amination of  the  place  was  made* 

At  the  first  glance  it  was  evident  that  the  most 
important  results  were  to  be  cx})octed  from  the  dis- 
covery, and  the  Governor,  Sir  William  CkidringtoD. 
was  immediately  communicated  with. 

By  his  permission  the  works  of  the  tank  were 
temporarily  suspended,  and  the  labour  of  the  mili- 
tary prisoners  under  the  superintendence  of  Mr 
Brome,  Governor  of  the  Prison,  was  directed  to  the 
excavation  of  the  cave. 

Every  stroke  of  the  pick-axe  brought  to  light 
objects  of  the  greatest  interest,  consisting  of  human 
remains  in  abundance,  fragments  of  pottery  of  the 
rudest  mauulacture,  iiint  nnplements,  and  fossil  re- 
mains of  quadrupeds,  birds,  and  fishes. 

The  collection  having  began  to  assume  vast  pro- 
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portions,  a  report  of  tlu;  discovery  was  made  l)y  Sir 
William  Codnugton  to  Sir  Charles  Lyell,  and  in 
September,  1864,  Profesftois  Falconer  and  Bush  left 
England  to  make  a  personal  examination  of  the  cave. 
The  results  of  their  inquiries  appear  in  their  repcurty 
from  which  the  following  extracts  have  been  selected. 

Since  the  discovery  of  the  Windmill  Hill  Cave, 
others  have  been  brought  to  light  containing  fossil 
relics  of  the  highest  interest. 

Having  devoted  several  months  to  the  study  of 
the  cave  collections  successively  transmitted  to  us, 
which  were  so  carefully  classified  by  means  of  dis- 
tinctive marks,  by  Captain  Brome,  the  Governor  of 
tlie  Military  Prison,  as  to  place  the  main  facts 
clearly  before  us,  we  were  so  strongly  impressed 
with  their  importance  that  we  determined,  on  your 
Excellency's  invitation,  to  visit  Gibraltar,  and  ex- 
amine the  general  conditions  of  the  cave,  on  the  spot. 
For  the  discoveries  in  the  Windmill  HiD  Cave  have 
not  only  yielded  unexpected  results  regarding  the 
former  state  and  ancient  animal  population  of  the 
Rock  itself,  but  they  further  point  to  a  Innd  connec- 
tion between  the  southern  part  of  the  Iberian  penin- 
sula and  the  African  continent  at  no  very  remote 
geological  epoch. 

"  The  Rock  abounds  in  caves  which  are  of  two 
classes:  1st,  seaboard  caves,  at  various  heights 
above  the  level  of  the  sea,  and  horizontally  excavated 
on  the  ancient  difib  by  the  waves.  2nd,  inland  caves. 
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descending  from  the  surfiice,  and  in  connection  with 

great  vertical  fissures,  by  which  the  mass  of  the  Rock 
has  been  rent  at  remote  epochs  during  disturbances 
caused  by  violent  acta  of  npheavement.  Like  the 
Well-known  cavern  of  St  Michael's,  the  'Genista* 
Gave  of  Windmill  Hill  belongs  to  the  second  class. 
It  fonns  part  of  a  great  perpendicniar  fissore,  which 
has  either  been  excavated  or  traced  downwards  to  a 
depth  of  upwards  of  200  feet  below  the  level  of  the 
plateau  of  Windmill  Hill.  It  was  full  of  the  fossil 
remains  of  quadrupeds  and  birds,  of  the  former  of 
which  some  are  now  wholly  extinct ;  others  extinct 
in  Europe,  and  repelled  to  distant  regions  of  the 
African  continent ;  others  either  now  living  on  the 
Rock  or  in  the  adjoining  Spanish  peninsula.  The 
following  is  a  list  of  the  species  which  we  have  at 
present  identified 
Pachtderhata. 

Rhinoceros,  Etruscm  (/),  extinct. 

Rhmooero8»  L^twrhinm  £giiu8  Megarhmm^  ex- 
tinct, abundant. 

£quus,  ,  young  animals  only  —  species 

undetermined. 

Sus,  Prma  (?),  extinct. 

Sus,  tScro/a^  living. 

RUHINAHTS. 

Cervus,  Elaphu9  var.  Bai  barus^  fossil  remauis 
abundant. 

Cervus,  Dama,  or  a  nearly  allied  form  :  abundant. 
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Bos, 


,  a  large  form  equalling  the  Aurochs 


in  size,  remains  few  and  imperfect — species 

undetermined. 
Bos,  TauruSy  abundant  in  the  upper  chamber. 
Capra,  HireuSy  abundant  in  the  upper  chamber. 


C.  iGgoceros,  form  A-jbably  extinct,  in  vast 


RODEKTS. 

Lepus,  Timidus,  rare. 

Lcpus,  CuniculuSj  very  abundant  at  all  depths. 
Mus,  Rattui. 
Caunivora. 

Felis,  Leopardm. 
'  F.,  Pardina. 
F.,  Serval, 

Hyaena,  Bnameay  now  repelled  in  the  living  state 

to  Southern  Africa. 
Canis,  Vulpea. 

Meles,  Ta»eu8  UmtB^  not  N.  /^jfiefoif^— species 
undetermined. 
Delphinida. 

Fhocoena,  CommurM, 
Bians. — Remains  numerous — genera  and  species 

undetermined. 
Tortoise. — Rare — species  undetermined. 
Fish. — ^Remains  numerous  in  the  upper  chambers. 
Apart  from  the  still  immature  state  of  the  in- 


T 


wo  forras  of  Ibex,  pro- 


throughout 


the  fissures. 
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vestigation,  it  would  be  quite  beyond  the  limits 
within  which  we  are  restricted  in  this  communica- 
tion for  us  to  enter  in  detail  upon  the  conclusions  to 
which  the  data,  furnished  by  the  fossil  remains,  lead. 
We  shall  therefore  confine  ourselves  to  a  few  of  the 
more  important  general  points. 

"  The  Rock  is  now  bared  of  natural  forest  trees, 
and  destitute  of  wild  animals,  with  the  exce|)tion  of 
the  hare,  rabbit,  fox,  badger,  and  a  few  Magot 
monkeys,  the  last  in  all  probability  the  descendants 
of  introihiced  animals.  The  fossil  remains  of  the 
*  Genista '  Gave  establish  beyond  question  that  the 
Rock  was  formerly  either  peopled  by,  or  the  occa- 
sional resoit  of,  large  quadrupeds,  like  the  elephant, 
rhinoceros,  aurochs,  deer,  ibex,  wild  horse,  boar, 
which  were  preyed  upon  by  hyaenas,  leopards, 
Afncau  lynx  and  servai.  That  the  remains  were 
transported  by  any  violent  diluvial  agency  from  a 
distance  is  opposed  to  all  the  evidence  of  the  case. 
The  manner  in  which  they  were  introduced  into  the 
Windmill  Hill  Cave  we  believe  to  have  been  thus. 
The  surface  of  the  Rock,  and  its  level  in  relation  to 
the  sea>  were  formerly  different  from  what  we  now 
see.  The  wild  animals  above  enumerated,  during  a 
long  series  of  ages,  lived  and  died  upon  the  Rock. 
Their  bones  lay  scattered  about  the  surface,  and  in 
the  vast  majority  of  instances,  crumbled  into  dust 
aud  disappeared  under  the  influence  of  exposure  to 
the  sun,  and  other  atmospheric  agencies,  as  con* 
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stantly  liappens  under  similar  circamstaiices  at  the 
present  day.   But  a  certain  proportion  of  them  were 

strewed  in  lioilows  along  the  line  of  natural  drainage. 
When  heavy  rains  fell,  the  latter^  for  the  time  con- 
verted into  torrents,  swept  tlie  bones,  with  iniid, 
shells,  and  other  surtace  materials,  into  the  fissures 
that  intercepted  their  course.  There  the  extraneous 
objects  were  arrested  by  the  inequalities  of  the  pass- 
ages, and  subsequently  soliditied  into  a  conglomerate 
mass  by  long-continued  calcareous  infiltration.  That 
elephants  frequented  the  Rock  is  proved  by  a  valu- 
able specimen  of  the  molar  tooth  of  an  extinct  species, 
which  we  have  ascertained  to  bo  Elephas  antigum, 
discovered  in  a  sea-beach  on  Europa  Point.  That 
the  hyaenas  were  dwellers  upon  the  Rock  is  also 
established  by  the  fact  that,  in  addition  to  numerous 
bones,  we  have  detected  a  considerable  quantity  of 

• 

Coproliles  of  Htj<Ena  brunnea  among  the  *  Genista  * 
Cave  relics.  Some  of  the  species  must  have  peopled 
the  Rock  in  vast  numbers.  We  infer  upon  a  rough 
estimate  that  we  have  passed  through  our  hands 
bones  derived  from  at  least  two  or  three  hundred  in- 
dividuals of  ibex,  swept  into  the  Windmill  Hill  fis* 
sure.  In  no  instance  have  we  observed  fossil  bones 
attributable  to  one  complete  skeleton  of  any  of  the 
larger  mammalia. 

**  That  the  Rock,  now  so  denuded  of  arboreal  ve- 
getation,  was  then  partially  clothed  with  trees  and 
shrubs,  as  the  corresponding  limestone  mountains  on 
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the  opposite  side  of  the  Straits  are  at  present,  is  so 
legitimate  an  iiilcrence  as  hardly  to  be  open  to 
lational  doubt.  It  is  now  a  pinch  to  find  sufficient 
food,  at  the  end  of  the  hut  season,  for  the  flocks  of 
goats  which  are  reared  on  the  promontory  ;  while  it 
is  a  matter  of  absolute  difficulty  to  find  fodder  at  all 
for  the  few  cows  that  are  kept  by  some  of  the  officers 
of  the  garrison.  When  elephants,  rhinoceros,  wild 
oxen,  horse,  boars,  deer,  &c.,  either  peopled  or  re- 
sorted to  the  Rock  in  considerable  numbers,  there 
must  have  been  abundant  trees,  and  more  or  less  of 
constant  green  food  for  them.  Bare  exposed  masses 
of  rock  get  intensely  heated  by  a  southern  sun ;  they 
repel  moisture  by  being  thus  heated,  and  raise  the 
mean  temperature  of  the  locality  by  radiation.  While, 
on  the  contrary,  a  clothing  of  trees  and  fruticose  ve- 
getation both  tempers  the  heat,  attracts  moisture,  and 
greatly  increases  the  lall  oi  ram.  We  are  aware  that 
your  Excellency's  attention  has  been  directed  to 
planting  operations  on  the  Rock.  Numerous  and 
repeated  failures  nnist  be  looked  for  at  the  com- 
mencement ;  but  the  fiicts  above  mentioned  would 
indicate  that  success  may  ultimately  be  attained  with 
much  heueht  to  the  station. 

"  The  next  prominent  point  in  the  cave  is  the  cluu 
ractcr  of  the  extinct  rauua  of  Gii)raltiu  regarded  as 
a  group.  Of  the  prevailing  fossil  forms  which  occur 
in  England,  Germany,  and  F^ce,  as  far  south  as  the 
noithern  slope  of  the  Fyi-enees  and  the  shores  of  the 
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Meditemmean,  such  as  the  MAmmoth,  BimoeeroB 

iichorhintis,  Ursus  SpelccuSy  Hyasna  Spelceay  not  a 
vestige  has  been  detected  among  the  fossil  remains  of 
Gibraltar.  In  the  latter  the  camivora  are  the  most 
significant.  The  three  species  of  Fells  ai  c  of  African 
affinities^  and  Hymna  hrwmea^  now  for  the  tirst  tmie 
ascertained  to  have  existed  formerly  in  Europe,  is  at 
the  present  day  chiefly  found  near  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  and  Natal.  Bemains  of  the  existing  African 
elephant  have  been  discovered  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Madrid,  by  Don  Cascano  de  Prado.  That  either  of 
these  wild  animals  could  have  crossed  the  Straits  from 
Barbary  to  Europe  is  contrary  to  all  probability.  The 
obvious  inference  is  that  there  was  a  connection  by 
land  either  circuitous  or  direct  between  the  two  con- 
tinents at  no  very  remote  period,  somewhere  within 
the  Mediterranean  area.  To  arrive  at  any  further 
evuieiicc  bearing  upon  this  very  important  question 
from  the  Rock  of  Gibraltar  becomes  an  object  of  the 
highest  general  and  scientific  interest. 

"  Human  remains  were  found  in  great  abundance 
in  the  upper  chambers.  They  appear  to  have  be* 
longed  to  between  thirty  and  forty  inclivuluals.  They 
were  accompanied  by  stone  implements  of  the  polished 
stone  period,  broken  querns,  a  large  quantity  of  pot- 
tery, marine  shells  of  edible  species,  and  some  other 
objects  enumerated  in  Captain  Brome's  rqiort  No 
way  of  access  from  the  surface  by  which  these  ma- 
terials could  have  been  introduced  has  been  dis- 
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covered.  But  on  carefuUj  examining  the  ground^ 
we  believe  that  the  entrance  lies  somewhere  under 
the  southern  half  of  the  cast  wall  of  the  prison  en- 
closure. Until  the  aperture  from  the  surface  is  dis« 
covered,  no  certain  conclusions  can  be  arrived  at. 
Considering  the  time  and  labour  which  have  been  ex- 
pended on  the  cavern^  it  would  be  a  subject  of  great 
regi^  if  the  exploration  were  left  incomplete  on  this 
important  poiul,  w  e  would  therefore  venture  strongly 
to  recommend  that  the  excavations  be  continued 
through  the  ground  over  which  the  east  wall  runs, 
until  the  external  aperture  is  detected. 

**  The  human  bones  are  of  high  interest  in  eome' 
quence  of  certain  peculiar  characters  which  man  v  of 
them  present.  They  appear  to  belong  to  widely 
different  epochs,  although  none  of  them  of  very  high 
antiquity  (i.  e.  before  the  historical  period).  That 
the  upper  chambers  of  the  cave  were  ever  inhabited 
by  savage  man,  we  consider  to  be  highly  improbable. 
It  seems  more  likely  that  they  were  used  for  the 
funeral  rites  of  the  dead. 

As  rei?arcls  the  final  disposal  of  the  interesting 
and  important  relics  discovered  in  the  'Genista' 
Cave,  a  complete  series  ought  to  be  deposited  in 
London,  either  in  the  British  Museum  or  the  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons,  but  we  consider  it  to  be  of  still 
higher  importance  that  a  collection  should  be  retained 
for  Gibraltar.  In  the  progress  of  the  va.st  defensive 
works  which  have  been  carried  on  during  the  past 
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century  in  scarping  and  tunneling  the  Rock,  objects 
of  high  interest  lelating  either  to  its  Natural  History 
or  Archroology,  have  been  brought  to  light.  But  in 
the  great  majority  of  cases  they  have  either  been  dis- 
regarded or  lost.  Instances  might  be  cited  from 
Colonel  James's  History  of  the  Herculean  Strait, 
1771>  and  from  Major  Laurie's  Memoir  on  the  Min* 
eialogy  of  the  Rock,  in  1707.  In  1844  a  laudable 
effort  was  made  by  the  late  Archdeacon  Burrow  to 
establish  a  Museum  on  the  Rock,  but  after  languish- 
ing for  some  time,  it  failed  from  the  want  of  proper 
support.  The  relics  of  the  collection  were  afterwards 
exhibited  in  the  Soldiers'  Home,  but,  when  that  insti- 
tution was  given  up,  no  place  remained  either  for 
displaying  or  taking  proper  care  of  the  collection. 
Some  of  the  brightest  records  of  the  military  glory 
and  prowess  of  our  country  are  indissolubly  connected 
with  Gibraltar.  A  great  nation  like  England  can- 
not ufi'urd  to  neglect  or  disregard,  without  reproach, 
whatever  bears  on  the  Natural  History  or  Archaeology 
of  so  renowned  a  possession.  That  the  naval  and 
military  services  take  the  liveliest  interest  in  such 
objects,  is  placed  beyond  doubt,  by  the  United  Ser- 
vice Museum  of  London  founded  upon  collections 
contributed  by  them  from  all  parts  of  the  world. 
But  it  appears  to  us  that  the  formation  and  main- 
tenance of  a  local  Museum  at  Gibraltar,  illustrative 
of  its  products  and  relics,  ought  not  to  fall  upon  the 
garrison,  who  aie  only  temporary  residents,  and  that 
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it  is  more  properly  an  Imperial  obligation.  The 
least  expensive  aud  best  mode  of  carryiDg  the  object 
into  effect  would  probably  be  to  have  a  room  in  the 
Library  reserved  for  the  purpose  aud  under  llie  man> 
ag^ent  of  the  Libraiy  Committee.  The  cMily  out- 
lay would  be  in  the  construction  of  the  apartment 
and  in  the  glass  cases  for  the  objects.  No  establish- 
ment would  be  required. 

**  In  case  of  any  proposal  of  this  imtiirc  beinjr  en- 
tertaiuedy  we  would  venture  to  suggest  to  your  Ex- 
cellency that  the  collection  should  be  strictly  limited 
to  objects  of  local  interest,  having  reference  to  the 
Rock»  the  Bay,  the  Straits,  and  the  immediate  yicin* 
ity.  Everything  from  beyond  these  limits  should  be 
excluded.  A  Museum  of  reference  of  this  nature 
should  include : — 

A  Herbarium  collection  of  the  plants  yielded  by 
the  Rock. 

A  Zoological  collection  of  all  objects,  teimtrial 

and  marine,  produced  within  the  limits. 

A  collection  of  specimens  and  minerals  of  the 
Rock. 

A  complete  collection  of  the  fossil  remains 
yielded  by  the  ossiferous  caves  and  bone  breccia 
of  Gibraltar. 

An  Archaeological  collection  of  coins,  pottery, 
and  other  antique  leHcs  occulting  within  the  cir- 
cuit of  the  Bay. 
**  In  illustration  of  the  absolute  need  there  is  of  a 
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■kx»I  collection  of  the  kind  here  indicated*  we  may 

luciitioii  that,  being  anxious  to  fix  the  age  of  the 
pottery  yielded  in  such  abundance  by  the  Windmill 
Hill  Cave,  no  similar  materiab  for  comparison  de* 
rived  from  the  ancient  ruins  of  Carteia,  or  from  points 
in  the  Mediterranean  resorted  to  by  the  PhcenicianSy 
were  to  be  found  in  the  British  Museum.  The 
proofs  of  the  antiquity  of  the  human  race  is  one  of 
the  leading  questions  that  occupy  the  attention  of 
educated  and  scientific  men  at  the  present  day. 
That  human  remains  and  other  objects  bearing  upon 
it  are  considered  of  high  value,  is  sufficiently  proved 
by  the  fact  that  a  grant  of  £1000  was  passed  for  the 
purchase  of  a  collection  of  this  kind  from  the  valley 
of  the  Verere,  in  the  south  of  France,  during  the  last 
session  of  Parliament,  for  the  British  Museum.  One 
of  the  human  skulls  yielded  by  the  Rock  appears  to 
us  to  point  to  a  still  higher  antiquity.  In  fact,  it  is 
the  most  remarkable  and  perfect  example  of  the  kind 
now  extaut.  In  the  absence  of  a  properly  organized 
Museum,  no  record  exists  of  the  precise  circum* 
stances  under  which  it  was  found ;  and  that  it  has 
been  preserved  at  all  may  be  considered  a  happy 
accident.  It  has  cost  us  much  labour,  and  with  but 
partial  success,  to  endeavour  to  trace  its  history  on 
the  spot  where  it  turned  up. 

Our  time  has  been  so  fully  occupied  by  the  ex- 
amination  of  the  cave  collections  and  collateral  sub- 
jects, that  we  have  only  been  able  to  make  a  cursory 
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examiuatiou  of  the  geology  oi  the  Rock.  We  en- 
tirely agree  with  the  opinionft  expressed  in  the  ex- 
cellent Memoir  of  Mr  James  Smith,  of  Jordan  Hill, 
that  it  bears  unmistakeable  evidence  of  having  un- 
dergone extiaordinaiy  disturbanoes,  both  of  npheayal 
and  depression,  during  the  (quaternary  or  immediately 
pre-modem  period.  But  the  data  are  complex  and 
in  some  instances  obscure.  Now  that  a  complete 
topographical  survey  of  the  Rock  lias  been  completed 
on  a  large  scale^  a  geological  smryey  woold  be  a  mat* 
ter  of  comparative  ease,  and  we  would  submit  to 
your  Excellency's  consideration  the  expediency  of  an 
application  being  made  for  the  services  of  an  assist- 
ant  upon  the  geological  survey  of  England  to  be  de- 
puted for  the  purpose.  The  area  is  so  compact  and 
limited,  that  the  survey,  including  that  of  the  sur- 
rounding bay,  need  not  occupy  more  than  a  couple 
of  months* 

(Signed),  "  B.  1  alconkr, 

Vice-Piesident  Royal  Society* 

**  G£0&G£  £(J8U, 

Secretary  Linnsean  Society. 
"  Gibraltar,  Oct  10,  1864.'* 
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